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S IR, 2M 
th E Miniſters of the Goſpel, are in the 

TL Scripture Language, Stars inthe righs Hand 
of Chrift, to ſignitic their diffaſive Light, and 
beneficial Influences. As inthe future State of 
the Reſurre&ion, ſome Stars ſhall differ from 0- 
thers in Glory ; fo in the preſent State of the 
Regeneration, ſome Miniſters are diſtinguiſh'd 
from others, by a biighter Eminence in their 
Endowments, and a more powerful Emana- 
tion of Light in their Preaching. Of this Se- 
le& Namber was Mr. Philip Henry, in whom 
there was nion of choſe real Excellencies, 
of paris, Learning, ard Divine Graces, that ſig- 
naliz'd him among his Brechren. This does evi- 
dencly appear inthe Narrative of his Lite, drawn 
by one very fit co do it : as having had intire 4? 
knowledge of him, by long and intimate Con- 
verfation : and having by his Holy Inſtructi- 
ons, andthe impicthion of his Example, been 
made partaker ot the ſame ſanRilying Spirit, 
The deſcribing the External Actions of Saints, 
A 2 with- 
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without obſerving the Holy Principles and Af- 
f:ftions from whence they derived their Life 
and Purity, is a defective and irregular Repre- 
ſentation of them. *Tis as if an account were 
given of the Riches and Fzcundity of the Earth, 
from the Flowers and Fruitsthat grow upon it, 
without conſideringche Mines of Precious Me- 
tals contain'd in its Bolom. Now, only an in- 
ward Chriſtian that has felt the Power of Re- 
ligion in his Heart, can from the Reflexion up- 
on himſelf , and his uncounterfeic Experience, 
dif-over the Operations of Grace in the Breſts 
of others. 

Mr. Henry was Dedicated to the Service of 
Chriſt by his Mother, in his render Age. His 
firſt Love and Defires (when he was capable to 
make a judicious Choice) were fet upon God. 
He entred early into the Miniſtry, and Conſe- 
crated all che Powers of his Soul, Underſtand- 
ing, Memory, Will and Aﬀections, with his 
Time and >trength, to the ServiofMf Chriſt. 
And ſuch vas the Grace and Favour of God to 
him, that he loſt no Days in ts Flouciſhing 
Ape, by latizfying the voluptuous Appetues , 
nor in his declining Age by Diſcales and Inftr- 
micies, but unceilantly applied himſelf to his 
Spiritual Work. He was called toa private place 
in Wales, but his ſhining Worth could not be 
ſhaded in a Corner. A Confluence of People 
from other parts atrended on his Miniſtry. In- 
ded 
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deed the word of Truth that dyes in the Mouths 
of the cold and carelel:, (tor they are not all 
Saints that ſerve in the Sanuary) had Life 
and Spirit in his Preaching : For it proceeded 
from a Heart burning with Zeal for the Honour 
of Chriſt and Salvation of Souls. According- 
ly he faiced his Diſcourſes to the wiſe and the 
weak ; and imicated the Prophet, who con- 
trated his Stature to the dead Budy of the Wi- 
dows Son, applying his Mouth to the Mouth 
of the Child, to inſpire the Breath of Life in- 
to him. The poor and deſpiſed were inſtru: 
ed by him, with the ſame compaſſionate Love 
and Diligence as the Rich, notwirftanding the 
civil diſtin&tion of Perſons, which will ſhortly 
vaniſh for ever : For he conſidered their Souls 
were of the ſame Precious and immortal value. 
In the Adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper, 
he expreſt the juſt temperament of ſweerneſs 
and ſeverity : with melting Compallion he 
invited all relenting and returning Sinners 
to come to Chriſt, and receive their Pardon 
Sealed with his Blood : But he was fo jealous 

of the Honour of Chriſt, that he deterr'd by 
the moſt fearful Conſequences, the Rebellious 

that indulg'd their Luſts, from coming to par- 
take of the Feaſt of the unſpotted Lamb. He was 
not allur'd by Temporal Advantage (which is 
the mark of a Mercenary) to leave the firſt 
lace, where by the Divine Diſpoſal, he was - 
eated, When 
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When the fatal Bartholomew-day came, thot 
he bad lair Hopes of Pretermenc, by his At- 
tendan-e upon the King and Duke of Nrk, in 
their early Age, ct which the remembrancz 
might have been revivd ;5 Yet he was guided 
by a Superiour Spiric, and imitated the Selt- 
denyal of Meſes (a Duty little underſtood, and 
leſs practiled, by. the Earthly minded) rather 
chooſing to ſuffer Afflitfion with the People of God, 
than to enjoy the good things of this World. As 
the Light of Heaven, when che Air is ſtormy 
and difturb'd, does not loſe the reRitude of 
its Rays : S9 his enlightned Conſcience did 
not bend in compliance with the Terms of Con- 
tormiry, but he obeyed its hacere Judgment, 

Afﬀcer his being Expell'd from the place of 
his publick Miniftry , his deportment was be- 
coming a Son of Peace. He reftus'd not Com- 
munion with the Church of England, in the 
Ordinances of the Goſpel, fo far as his Conlci- 
ence permitted. Yet he could not delert the 
Duty of his Office, to which he was, wich fa- 
cred Solemnity ſet apare, He was Faithful to 
improve Opportunities for ſerving che Intereſt 
of Souls, notwithſtanding the Severities inflict- 
ed on him. Andatcer the rettoring ovr Free: 
dom of Preaching, he continucd in the Per: 
formance of his delightful Work, till Death pur 
a period to his Labours, 

Atcer this account of him, as a Miniſter of 
Cilicilh 


”—_ — Fs 7 


"2 


The Dedication, — 


Chriſt, I will glance upon his Carriage as a7 
Chriſtin, His Foave Crion was fo Holy and : 
regular, fo free from taint, that he was unae* 
cuſeable by his Enemies: they could only obs 
jet his Nonconformicy as a Crime. But his? 
vigilant and tender Conſcience, diſcover'd the 
ſpots of fin in himſelf, which fo afteted his 
Soul, that he deſir'd Repentance might accom- 
pany him to the Gate of Heaven : an excel- 
lent Teſtimony of Humilicy, the inſeparable 
Character of a Saint. His love to God was 
ſupreme, which was declar'd by his choten.' 
Hours of Communion with him every day., 
The Union of Atﬀections, is naturally produ- 
&ive of Union in Converfation. According- 
ly our Saviour | promiſes, He that loweth me 
ſhall be lowed of my Father ; and I will love 
bim, and will manif:ſ# my ſelf to bim: Aud 
he repeats the Promiſe, If a man hue me 
be will keep my words : and my Father will love 
bim, and we will come to him, and make our abole 
with bim. To his {pecial and ſingular Love to 
God, was joined a unive:ſal Love to Men : Hz 
did good to all according to his Ability. His 
forgiving of Injuries, that rare and difi-ult 
Duty, was eminently conſpicuous in the {ha p- 
elt Provocations. When he could not exc:.ic 
the cff:nce, he would pardon the offender, 
and [trive to imitate che perte&t Modelof Cha- 
rity cxprelt in cur luttering Saviour ; who in 
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- the extremity of his Sufferings, when reſent- | 


ments are moſt quick and ſenſible, pray'd for 
his cruel Perſecutors. His filial cruſt in God 
was Correſpondent to God's Fatherly Provi- 
dence to him. This was his Support 1n times 
of Tryal, and maintain'd an equal temperin 
his mind, and cenor in his Converſation. In 
ſhort, he led a Life of Evangelical Perfection, 
moſt worthy to be honourably preſerved, in 
the memory of future times. "The following 
Narrative of it, it read withanobſerving Eye, 
how inſtruRiveand affe&ing will it beto Mini- 
fters,and apt toTranstorm them into hislikenef+? 

Thus, E. I have given a ſhort view of the 


Life of that Man, for whom you had ſuch a 


*.. high Veneration and dearLove. It argues aclear | 


rer Spirit and a DivinerTemper than is uſual in 
Perlons of Conſpicuous Quality, when Holineſs 
is ſo deſpicably mean in the eſteem of Carnal 
Men, to value it above all Titles and Treaſures, 
and the Perifhing Pride of this World. I am 
perilwaded it will be very pleaſing to you, that 
your Name and excellent Mr. Henry's,are join'd 
+ the ſame Papers. I am, 
Sir, 
Towr very Humble and 


Faubful Servant, 
William Bates. 


A 


PREFACE 


JO IHE 


READER. 


H AT which we aim at in this Under- 
taking, and wbich we would ſet before us, 
at our entrance upon it w, not ſo much to embalm 


tbe Memory of thu good Man (though that alſo # 


| Bleſſed) as to exbibi: ro the World a Paitern of 


that Primitive Chriſtianity, which all that knew 
bim well, obſerved to be exemplified in him, while 
be lrved ; and when they ſaw the end gf his Con- 
verſation, as it were with one Conſoft, deſir'd 8 
publick and laſting Account of , or ratber de- 
manded #, as & juſt Debt owing to the World, 
by thoſe mto whoſe Hands his Papers came, as judg- 
mg [uch an Account likely to conduce much to tbe 
Glory of God's Grace, and to the Edification of 
many, eſpecially of thy e that were acquainied with 
bim He was tne whom th: Divine Providence 
did not call out (as neither did bus own Inclination 
lead bim) to any very paublick Scene of Attion : 
He 
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© He wasnone of the forward Men of the Ape, that 


make themſelves talked of ; The IWorld ſcarce-knew 
that there was ſuch a Man in it. But in bu low 
and narrow Sphere he was a burning and ſhining 
Light, and therefore we think bu pious Example 1s 
tbe more adapted to general uſe, efpecially confiſt- 
ing not in the Extafies and Raptures of Zeal and 
Devotion, which are looked upcn vather as admira- 
ble than imirable : But in the long ſeries of an 
even, regulir, prudent, and will order d Conver: 
ſation, which be had in the World, and in the «©- 
dinary buſineſs of it, with ſimplicity and godly 
ſincerity ; nor with flelh,y wiidom, but by the 
Grace of God. I.hath been ſaid, that quiet and 
peaceable Reigns, thigh they are the beſt to live in, 
Jet they are the worſt to write of, as yielding leaſt 
wariety of Matter for the Hiſtorians Pen to work 
upon : But a quiet and pcaceable Lite in all 
Godlinefs and, Honeſty, being the Sum and Sub- 
FFance of Prattical Chriſtianity, the recommending 
of the Example of fuch a Life, in the common and 
familiar Inſt ance; of u 5 together with the kmd and 
graciom Providemces of God attending ut, may b-, 
if not as diverting to the Curious, yet every whit 
85 uſeful and inftruttive to the pious Readers, If 
any ſuggeſt, that the deſign of thus attempt is to 
credit and advance a Paity, let them know, that 
Ar. Henry wa: a Man of no Party, but truc 
Catholick Chiiltianity (0: debauch'd by bigottry, 
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mor leaven'd by any private Opinions or Intereſts ) 
was bis very Temper and Genius. According to the 
Excellent and Royal Laws of this Holy Keligion, 
bis Life was led, with a ſtrif} and conſcientious 
adberence to Truth and Equity 3 @ great tender- 
neſs and inoffenſivenels to all Mankind; and a 
mighty Tinture of ſincere Piety aud Devotednels 
ro God : and according to thoſe Sacred Rules we 
ſhall endeavour, in juſtice to bim, as well as to our 
Reader, to repreſent bim in the following Account ;; 
agd if any thing ſhould drop from our Pen, which 
may juſtly give offence to any, (which we promiſe 
induſtriouſly to avoid) we deſire it may be looked 
wpon as 4 falſe ftroke ; and ſo far not truly _ 
ſenting him, who was ſo blameleſs and harmlels, 
and without Rebuke. Aluch of owr Materials 
for this Struffure we bave out of bis own Papers, 
eſpecially his Diary, for by them bis Pitture may be 
drawn neareſt to the Lite, and from thence we 
may take the trueſt Idea of bim, and of the Spirit 
be was of. Theſe Notes being intended for bis own 
private uſe in thereview, and never Communicated 
z0 any Perſon whatſoever ; and appearing here (as 
they ought to do) in their own native dreſs, the 
candid Reader will excuſe it, if ſometimes the Ex- 
preſſions ſhould ſeem abrupt, they are the genuin, un- 
forced, and unſtudied Breathings of a gracious 
Soul ; and we bope will be rather the more accepta- 
ble to thoſe, who through Grace, are con(ciows to 
themſelves 
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themſelves of the [ame devout and pious Motions; . 


for as in Water, Face anſwers to Face, ſo dorb 
one lanctifned and renewed Soul to another ; And 
(#s Mr.Baxter ob/erwer im bis Preface to Mr.Clark's 
Lives) God's Graces are much the ſame in all 
his Holy ones ; and therefore we muſt not think 
that ſuch Inſtances as theſe, are extraordinary 
Rarities ; bus God hath in wonderful Mercy 
raisd up many , by whoſe Graces even this 
Earth is Perfumed and Enlightned. But if one 
Star be allowed to differ from another Star in 
Glory ; perbaps owr Reader will ſay, whey he hath 
gone through — Account, that Mr Henry 
may be ranked among thoſe of the Firlt Mag- 
nitude, 
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Mr. Philip Henry's Birth, Parentage, early 
Piety, and Education at School. 


E was born at Hhite-hall, in Weſtminſter, 
an Wedneſday Auguſt 24. 1631. being 
Bartbolomew-day, 1 find uſually in bis 
Diary ſome pious Remark or othet upon 
the Annual return of his Birth-day: As in 

one Year he Notes, that the Scripture mentions bur 
two who obſerved their Birth-day with Feaſting and 
Joy, and they were neither of them Copies ro be 
Wrizten after : viz. Pharaoh, Gen. 40.20. and Herod, ' 
Mas, 14. 6, But ((aith he) 1 rather obſerve it a 4 Day of 
B Mourning 
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. ty and conceived m Sin. 


| 
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"Mourning and Humiliation, becauſe ſhapen in Iniqui- 
And when be bad compleat- 
ed the Thirtieth Year of his Age, he noted this, 
$o old and no older Alexander was when be had Congque- 
.red the great World, but (faith be) I have not yet ſub- 
« dued the little World my ſelf. Ar his Thurty third Year 
be hath this Humble Reflection ; 4 long time lived to 
ſmall purpoſe, What ſhall I do to redeem ? Andat 
another, I may Mourn ai'Czlar did when he Reflett- 
ed upon Alexander's early Atchievements, that atbers 


| © younger than I am, have done much more than I have done 


for God, the God of my life. And (to mention no 
more) when he had lived Forty two Years he thus 
-writes; I would be (oth to live it over again, leaſt inſtead 


. of making it better, I ſhould make it worſe, and beſides, 


nt on Earth is loft in Heaven. 
me of a Paſſage I bave heard 


every Tear and Day 
This laſt Note min 


| - hiny.cell of a Friend of his, who being grown into 
"Years, was asked how old be was, and anſwer'd , 
*On the wrong ſide of Fifty : Which (faid Mr. Henry) he 


ſhould not hare ſaid ; for if he was going to Heaven, 
"it was the righe fide of Fifty. 

{ He always kept a /l by bim ready made, and it 
-was his Cuſtom yearly, upon the return of bis Birth- 
.day, to Review, and (if occaſion were) to Renew and 
.Alter it; For it is good to do that at a fer time, which 
-it 4s very good to do at ſome time. The Lafi Will 
he made bears Date, Tha 24th day of Augult, 1695. 
\ being, as he ſaid, the -day of the Near: on which 1 was 
"Born, 1631. and alſo the day of the Tear on which by 
Law I Died, as did alſo near Two thouſand Faithful Mi- 
.nifters of Teſw Chrift, 1662, alluding to that Clauſe 
4in the Att of Uniformity, which difpoleth of the Pla- 

ces and Benefices of Miniſters not 
18007 were-naturally Dead, _ 
is 
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His Father's Name was Fobn Henry, the Son of 
Henry Williams of Brittons Ferry, betwixt Neath and 
Swanſey in Glgmorganſhire. According to the old 
Welſh Cuſtom (ſome ſay conformable to thar of rhe 
ancient Hebrews, but now almoſt in all Placts laid 
abde) the Father's Chriſtian Name was the Sons Sir- 
name. | He had left bis Native Country and his Fa- 
ther's Houle very Young, unprovided for by his Res 
lations ; bur it pleaſed God to bleſs his Ingenuity and 
Indutty, with a conſiderable Income afterwards, 
which enabled bim 10 live Comfortably himſelf, ro 
bring up bis Children well, and to be kind to many 
of his Relations ; but Publick Events making againſt 
him at his latter End, when he Dy'd be left little be- 
bind bim for his Children, but God gracioully took 
care of them. Providence brought this Mr. Fobn Hex- 
ry when he was Young, to be the Earl of Pembroky's 
Gentleman, whom be ſerved many Years : The Earl 
coming to be Lord Chamberlaio, preferred bim to be 
the King's Servant: He was firſt made Keeper of 
the Orchard at Phite-bal, and afterwards Page of 
the Back Stairs to the King's Second Son, Fames 
of Tork, which place obliged him to a Perſonal Ar- 
tendance upon the Duke in his Chamber. He liv'd 
and dy'd a Courrtier, a hearty Mourner for his Royal 
Maſter King Charles the Firft, whom he did not long 
ſurvive, He continued, during all the War time 
in bis Houſe at Phite-Hall, though the Profits of bis 
Places ceaſed; The King paſſing by bis Door, under 
a Guard; to take Water, when be was going to W:ft- 
minſter, to that which they call'd his Tryal, enquir'd 


for bis old Servant Mr. Fobn Henry, who was"ready' 
tO pay his due reſpeRts to him, and-pray'd God to 
Bleſs by Majeſty, and to Deliver bim out of the 

B 3 Hands 
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Har:ds of his Enemies, for which the' Guatd bad 
Ike to have been rough upon bim 

- His -Motber was Mrs. Magdalen R:chdale, of the 
Pariſh: of St. Martins in the Fields, 10 Hſtmirſter. 


"She was « vertuous rioas Grentlewoman, and one that 


fear'd God abwe many : Ste was altogether dead to the 
Vanities and Picafures of cbe Court,cho' the liv'd in the 
midlt of them, She look d well to the ways cf ber 
Houſhoid ; Praycd with them daily, Catecbized ber 
Children, and taught them the good Knowledge of 
the Lord betimes. I have beard him fpeak of his 
Learning Mr. Perkins bis Six Principles, when be 
was very Young; and he often mentioned with 
T hankfulnels tv God, bis great Happineſs in baving 
fach a Mother, who was to bim as Los and Eunice 
were to Timely, acquainting him with rhe Scriptures 
from his Childbood : And there appearing in him early 
inclinations both ro Learning*and Piety , ſhe devored 
him in his render Years to the Service of God, in the 
work of the Miniftry. She Dyed of a Conſumption 
March 6. 1645. leaving behind her only this Son and 
Five Daughters. A little before ſhe Dyed Ihe bad 
this ſaying, My Head # in Heaven, and my Heart #. in 
Heaven, it is but, one ſtep more, and I ſhall be there 
$00. ; 
His Suſceptors in Baptiſm were Philip Earl of Pem- 
Sroke (who gave him his Name, and was kind to him 
as long as he lived, as was alſo his Son Philip after 
bim) 7ames Earl of Carlile,, and the Counteſs of Salſ- 


Prince Charles and the Duke of York being fome- 
whar near of an Age to him, be was in bis Childbood 
very much an Attendant upon them in their Play, and 
they were often with him at bis Father's Houſe, 


and were wont to tell him what Prefernjent be ſhould 


bave 
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have ar Court, as ſoon as he was fit for it. He kept a 
Book to his Dying Day, which che Duke of Tork gave 
him ; and I have heard bim bewail the lols of Two 
curious Pictures, which he gave him likewile, Archs 
biſhop Laud took a particular Kindaels to. hins 
when be was a'Child, becauſe he would be very offi» 
cious to atrend /at the Warer-Gate (which was pars of 
his Fatbers' Charge in M/:te-hall) to let the Arch+Bir 
ſhop through when he came late from Cuuncil, ro cxols 
the Water to Lambeth. 

Theſe Circumſtances of bis Childbood he would 
ſometimes ſpeak of among bis Friends, not as glory i 
in th:m, but taking occaſion from thence to bleſs G 
ſor his Deliverance from the Snares of the Court, in 
the midſt of | which it is ſo very bard to maintain a 
good Conſcience and the Power of Religion, that is 
hath been ſaid (though Bleſſed be God it 1s not a Rule 
without exception} Exeat ex auli qui velit effe pits.” 
The breaking up and ſcattering of the Court, by the. 
Calamities of 1641. as it daſhed the expeCtations ab 
bis Courc Preferments, ſo ir prevented the danger of 
Courr Entanglements : And though. it was not, -like 
Mbfes's a Choice of his own, when come to Tears, t0 
quit the Court; yet when -he was come to Years he 
always expreſſed a great Satisfaction in his Remoyal 
from it, and bleſſed God who choſe his Inheritancs i@& 
much berrer far him. 

Yet it may nor be improper to obſerve here whas 
was obvious as well as aimable to all who Converg'd 
with him ; viz.thag be had the moſt [weet and obligivg 
air of Courtefie and Civility that could be ; which ſar e* 
artribured ia part to his early Education at Caurt., 
His Meen and Carriage was always ſo very . decent 
and reſpe&ful, that it could not but win the Hearts of 
all be had to do with. Never was any Man further 
B 3 from 
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from that Rudeneſs and Morefenefſi which ſome Scho- 
lars, and t00 many that profels Religion, either wil- 
fully affet,or carelelly allow themſelves in, ſometimes 
to the Reproach of their Profellion. "Tis one of the 
Laws of our Holy Religion, exemplifi'd in the Con- 
verſation of this good Man, ro Honour ell Men. Sancti- 
$'d Civility is a great Ornament to Chriltianity. Ir 
was a laying he often usd, Religion doth not deſtroy 
Manners; and yer he was very far from any 
thing of Vanity in Apparel, or Formality of Compli- 
ment in Addreſs, bur bis Converſarion was all Natu- 
rol and eafie ro himſelf and others, and little ap- 
rd in bim, which a ſevere Critick could call 4f:- 
Hed. This Temper of his tended very much to the 
adorning of rhe DoCtrine of God our Saviour ; and 
the general Tranicript of ſuch an excellent Copy, 
would do much towards the bealing of thoſe Wounds 
which Religion hath received in the Houſe of ber 
Friends by the contrary, But to rerurn to his Sia« 

The firſt Latin School he went to was at St. Mar- 
tin's Church, under the teaching of one Mr. Bonner, 
Aﬀterwards he was removed to Batterſey, where one 
Mr. Wells was bis School maſter. The grateful men- 
tion which in ſome of his Papers he makes of theſe 
thar were the Guides and Inſtructors of his Childbood 
abd Youth, brings to mind that French Proverb to this 
purpole : To Father, Teacher, and God Al-ſifficient, 
none can render Equivolent. 

Bur inthe Year 1643. when he was about Twelve 
Years old, be was admitted into Feſtmiyſter-School, in 
the Fourth Form , under Mr. Thomas Vincent then 
Uſter, whom be would often ſpeak of, as a moſt 
able diligeat School-maſter ; and one who grieved fo 
much 
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much at the Dulneſs and Non-proficiency of any of*: 
his Scholars, that falling into a Conſumption, I have 
heard Mr, Henry ſay of him, that be even kiled bim- 
. ſelf with falſe Latin. | 

A while after he was taken into the upper School, 
under Mr. Richard Burby (afterwards Dr. Busby) and > 
in Oftober, 1645. he was admitted King's Scholar , 
and was firft of the Election, parily by his own Me- 
Ay partly by the Intereſt of the Earl of Pem- 

Yoke. 

H-re he proficed greatly in School-Learning, and 
all his Days retained bis Improvements therein to ad- 
miration. When he was in Years, be would readily * 
in Diſcourſe quore Paſſages our of the Claſſic Authors 
that were not common, and- had them ad wunguem, 
and yer rarely \uy'd any ſuch rbings in bis Preaching, 
(though ſometimes (if very appofire) be inferred thenr- 
in his Notes.) He was very ready and exact in the 
Greek Accents, the Qnantuies of Words, and all 
the ſeveral kinds of Latin Verſe ; and often prefſed ir 
upon young Scholars in the midit of their Univerſity 
Learning, not to forger their School-Authors, | 

Here and before his uſual Recreatioh at vacans - 
times, was either reading the printed accounts of Pub- 
lick Occurrences, or attending the Courts at Feftmiy: 
ſter-ball, ro hear the Trials and Arguments there , 
which I have beard him ſay, he bath ofren done to the 
loſs of his Dinner, and oftner of his Play. 

Burt Paul» majora canamn--=- Soon after thoſe, unhap- 
py Wars begun. there was a daily Morning Lecture 
ſer up at the Abby-Church, between Six and eight of 
the Clock, and Preached by Seven worthy Members 
of the Aſſembly of Divines in Courſe, viz. Mr. Mar- 

foal, Mr. Palmer, Mr. Herl, Dr. Staunton, Mr. Nye, 
Mr. Whitaker, and Mr. Hill, It was the Requeſt of 
B 4 bis 
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his pious Mother to Mr. Buzby, that he would give 
her Son leave to attend that Lecture daily, which be 
did, not abating any thing of his School-Exerciſe, in 
which he kepr pace with the reſt ; bur only diſpenling 
with bis abſence for that Hour: And the Lord was 
leasd to make good Impreiitons on his youl, by the 
_—_ he heard there, His Mother allo rook him 
' with her every Thurſday to Mr. Caſe's Lecture at St. 
Mqgrtins. On the Lord's Days he fart under the power- 
tal Miniftry of Mr. Stephen Marſhal in the Morning at 
New Chappel, in the Afternoon at St. Margarets Weſt - 
minſter (which was their Pariſh Church) in the former 
place Mr. Marſhal! Preacbed long from Phil.2. 5.6, ©c. 
in the latter from Foh.$. 35. of our Freedom by Chriſt. 
This Miniſter, and this Miniſtry, he would to his laſt, 
ſpeak. of with great Reſpect, and Thankfulneſs rq 
God, as that by which he was through Grace; in the 
beginning of bis Days begorten again to a lively bope. 
I bave heard him ſpeak of it, as the ſaying of ſome 
wile Men at that time, Thar if all the Preebyteriang 
had been like Mr. Stephen Marſhal, and all the Inde- 
pendents like Mr. Feremiah Burroughs, and all the Epi- 
Icopal Men like Arch-biſhop Uſher, the Breaches of the 
Church would ſoon bave beer beal'd. He alſo attend- 
ed conſtantly upon the Monthly Faſts at St. Margavers, 
where the belt and ableſt Miniſters of England Preach- 
ed before the th:n Houſe of Commons, ; and the Ser- 
vice of the Day was carried on with great ſtritne(s 
and Solemnity, from Fight in the Morning till Four 
inthe Evening. Ir was his conſtant Practice from E- 
leven or Twelve Years old to write (as be could) all 
the Sermons be beard, which be kept very carefully, 
Tranſcribed many of them fair over after, and nor- 
withſtanding his many Removes, they are yer forth- 
coming. ' 
At 
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Art theſe monthly Falls, (as he himſelf hath Record- 
ed it) he bad ofien Swcer Meltings of Soul 10 Prayery 
and Conte:fion of Sin, (parriculaily once with ipecial 
Remark, when Mr. William Bridg of Tarmouth Pray- 
ed) and many waim and lively I ruths came home 10 
bis Heart, and he daily increaled in that Wiidom and 
Knowledge which is ro Salvation, Read bis Reflectis, , 
ons upon this, which be wrote many Years after ; .* If 
© ever any Chi'd (ſaith be) ſuch as 1 then was, be» 
© eween the Tenth and Fifteenth year of my Age, en- 
* joy'd Line upor Line, Precept upon Precepr, I did. 
And was it in vain * I uit not altogether. in vain 
My Soul rejoyceth and 1s glad at the remembrance 
of it ; the word diltilled asthe-Dew, and Dropt as - 
the Rain: I lov'd it, and lov'd the Meſſengers of it, 
their yery Feet were beautiful ro me. And, Lord, 
what a Mercy was it, thet at a time when the poop 
Countries were laid waſte, when the noiſe of Drums 
and Trumpets, and the clattering of Arms was heard 
there, and the way to Sion Mourn'd, that then my 
* Lot ſhould be where there was Peace and Quietnels, - 
where the voice of the Turtle was beard, and there 
was great plenty of Goſpel Opportunities ! Bleſs 
the Lord, O my Soul, as long as I live, I will blels 
the Lord, 1 will praiſe my God while Trhave my-Be- 
iog. Had it been anly the reftraint that it laid upon 
me, whereby I was kept from the common Sins of 
other Children and Youths ; ſuch as Curfing, Swear» 
ing, Sabbath breaking and the like ; I were bound 
to be very Thankful: Bur thar it prevailed through 
Grace effetually to bring me to God, How much am 
© Tindebred, and what ſhall I render ! 

Thus you ſee how the Dewes of Heaven: fofined 
bis Heart by degrees,---- From theſe cacly Experiences 
of bis own 

H 5 r. Be 


- - - - - Lg _ _ 


- 


a 7 A © & - 


” _ E 
- _ —— 


to TheL1FE of Mr.Plilip Henry. 


1. He would blame thoſe who kaid fo much fireſs on 
Peoples knowing the exact time of their Converfion, 
which be thought was with many not pofiible to do, 
Who can fo ſoon be aware of the Day-break, or of 
the ſpringing up 'of the Seed Sown? The Work 

race is better known in its Effects than in its 

es, 
He wonld ſometimes illuſtrate this by that ſaying of 
the blind Man to the Phariſees, who were (o Critical 
in-Examining the Recovery of his Sight : This and 
*rother I know not concerning it, but This one thing 1 
hnow, that whereas I was Blind, now I fee, Feb. 


9. 25. 
2, He wontd bear bis Teſtimony ro the comfort and 


 benefir of early Piety, and recommend it to all young 


People, as a good thing to bear the Yoke of the Lord 
Jefns in Youth, He would often witnels againſt that 
wicked Preverb, 4 joung Saint ax old Devil, and would 
have ir ſaid rather, 4 young Sains,an old Angel. He ob- 
ſerv'd it concerning Obadiab (and be was a Courtier} 
that he feared the Lord from bu Touth, 1 King. 18.12, 
and it is ſaid of him, v. 3. that be feared the Lord 
greatly. Thoſe that Would come to fear God greatly, 
muſt learn to fear bim frem their Touth, No Mandid 
his Duty ſo naturally as Timuethy did (Phil. 2. 20.) 
who from a Child knew tbe Holy Scriptures: He would 
ſomerimes apply ro this that common ſaying, He that 
would Thrive, muſt riſe at Five ; and in dealing with 
young People, how earneſtly would be pres this up- 
on them. I tell you Ton cannot begin too ſoon to be Rev 
ligiow, but you may put it off too long. Manna mult be 
gathered early, and he that xs the firſt mult bave tbe 
rfl. He ofren inculcated Eccl, 12.1. Remember thy 
or in the Days of thy Touth, inthe Original, of 

thy choice, 
I 


A, ge > 


ww 


TY = ww 5 5” * mbY_} Me 


The L*Fz of Mr.PhilipHenry., T1 

I remember a paſſage uf his in a Lecture Sermon, 
in the Year (674. which much affected many 3 he 
was prong on that Texi, Mate. 11. 30. My Toks ® 
eafie ; and after many things infilted upon, to prove 
the Yuke of Chrilt an eafie Yoke, be at laſt appealed 
ro the Experiences of all that had drawn in that Yoke. 
Call now if there be any that will anſwer you, andto which 
of the Saints will you turn ? tarn towhich you will, agd 
they will all agree that they bave found Wiſdom ways 
Pleaſantneſ5and Chrilt's Commandments not grievous: and 
(ſaith be) I wil here witneſs for one, who through Grace 
bave in ſome poor meaſure been drawing in thu Toke, now 
above thirty Tears, and I have found it an eaſie Tcke, and 
lake my Chozce too well to change. | 

3. He wauld alſo recommend it to the care of Pa- 
rents, to bring their Children betimes ro publick Ordi+ + 
nances. He would” fay, that they are capable ſooner 
than we ate aware, of receiving good by them. The 
Scripturetakes Notice more than once of the {ittle ones 
in the ſolemn Aſſemblies of the Faithful, Deur. 29. 11. 
Exra io. 1. As 21, 5, If we lay our Children by- + 
the Pool-fide, who knows bur the bleſſed Spirit may 
help them in and heal them.. He us'd ro apply that 
Scripture to this, Cane. 1. 8. Thoſe that would bave 
Communion with Chrift muſt nor only go forth by the - 
PILE the Flock, themſelves, bur feed their Kjd:s 
too ; their Children, or other young ones that are un- 
der their Charge, beſide the Shepbards Tents. 

4. He would alſo recommend to young People the 
practiſe of Writing Sermons. He himſelf did ir nor 
only when he was young, bur continued it conſtantly 
till within a few Years. before be Dyed, when the de» 
cay of his Sighe obliging him to the uſe of Spectacles, 
made Writing not ſoready to bim as it bad been, He 
never Wrote Short-hand, but had an excellent Art of 
taking 
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taking the Subſtance of a Sermon in a very plain and 
legible band, and with a great deal of eaſe. And the 
Sermons he wrote he kept by him, in ſuch Method and 
Ordey, that by the help of Indexes, which he made 
ro them, he could readily turn to almoſt any Sermon 
that ever he beard, where he noted the Preacher, Place, 
and Time ; and this be call'd Hearing for the Time to 
ecme, He recommended this Practile to others, as a 
means to engage their Artention in Hearing, and to 
event drowfineſs, and. to help their Memories after 
ing, when they come either ro medirate upon what 
they have heard themſelves, or ro Communicate it to 
others; and many have had reaſon to bleſs God for his 
Advice and Inſtructions herein : He would adviſe 
People ſometimes to look over the Sermon-Notes that 
they bad written, as a ready way to revive the good 
Impreflions of the Truths they bad beard, and would 
blame thoſe who made walte Paper of them ; for 
(faith he) the day # coming when you will either thank 
God for them, or heartily wiſh you had never written 
them. 

But it is time we returnto Feftminſter-School, where 
baving begun ro learn Chriſt we left him inthe Succeſs- 
ful purſuit of other Learning, under the Eye and Care 
of that great Maſter Dr. Buzby z who, on the Account 
of bis Pregnancy and Diligence took a particular 
kindneſs ro bim, call'd him bis Child, and would fome- 
times rell him he ſhould be bisHeir ; and there was 
* no Love loſt betwixt them. Dy. Busby was noted for 
a very ſevere School maſter, eſpecially in the beginning 
of his time. Bur Mr. Henry would .fay ſometimes, 
that as in ſo great a School there was need of a ſtri# 
Diſcipline, ſo for his own part, of the Four Years 
he was in tbe. School, be never felt the weight of bis 
Hand bur once, and then (faith he in ſome of the Re- 
marks 
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d marks of his Youth which he wrote long after) I de- © 
Cc ferv'd it: For being Moenzzor of the Chamber, and ac- 
d cording to the Duty of his Place, being ſent out ro ſeek 
c one that play'd Truant ; he found him our where he 
1 bad bid bimleif, and at his carneſt Requeſt promiſed 


to make an excuſe for him, and to ſay, be could nor 
find bim, which (faith he in a Penitential Reflexion up- 
on it afterwards) I wicked'y did. Next Morning the 
Truant coming under Examination, and being ask'd 
whether be faw the Monitor, ſaid, yes, be did, at which 
Dr. Busby was much (urprized, and turned bis Eye 
upon the Monitor, with this worG, # o rixro 3 (Phat 
thou my Son) and gave him Correction, and appointed 
him ro make a penitential Copy of Latin Verſes,which 
when be brought he gave bim Six Pence, and receiv'd | 
bim in'o bis Favour again, 

Amorg the Mercies of God to bim'in his Youth 
(and be wquld fay twere well if Parents would keep 
an Accounrt'of thoſe for their Children, till rhey come 
to be capable of doing it for themſelves, and then to 
ſet them upon the doing of it) he hath Recorded « 
rendarkable Deliverance be bad ktere at Weftminſter= 
School, which was this : It was Cuſtomary there a- 
mong the ſtudious Boys, for one or two or more to fit 
up the former part of the Night at Study, and when 
they went to Bed about Midnight to call others, and 
they others at two or three a Clock, as they defired. 
His Requeſt was to be call'd at Twelve, and bein 
awaked, defired his Candle might be lighted, whi 
ſtuck to the Beds Head; bur he dropr aſleep a ain, 
and the Candle fell, and burnt part of the 4 and 
Bolſter,e're he awaked ; but through God's good Provi.. * 
dence ſeaſonable belp came in, the Fire ſoon quench- 4 
ed, and he received no harm. This gave bim occaf- 
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an long after ro ſay, It # of the Lord's Mercies that we 
"> &re nt Conſumed. 

When he was at Weftminiter-School he was employ- 
* ed by Dr. Buby, as ſome others of the molt ingenious 
F and indultrious of bis Scholars were, in their read- 
ing of 'the Greek Authors, to Collect, by his DireCti- 
on, ſome Materials for that Excellent Greek Gram- 
mar, which the Doctpr afterwards Publiſh'd. 

But be the School never ſo agreeable, Youth 
is defirous ro Commence Man by a Removal from ix. 
This ftep be took in the Sixteenth Year of bis Age, 
It was the antiem Cuſtom of A/ftmimſter-Schoul, that 
all rhe King's Scholars who ſtood Candidates for an Ele- 
Ction to the Univerfity, were to receive the Lord's Sup- 
2 - the Eafter before, which be did with the reſt, in 
| . Margarets Church at Eaſter, 1647. and he would 
ofren ſpeak of the great pains which Dr. Busby took 
with his Scholars, that were to approach to that So- 
 Jemn Ordinance, . for ſeveral Weeks before,- at (ſtated 
” times; With what skill and ſeriouſneſs of .Appligati- 
” on, and maniſleit Concern for thcir 5 p< 

to them the Nature of the Ordinance, an the 
| work they had rodoinir, and inſtructed them what 
was to be donein Preparation for it, and this he made 
a Buline(s of, appointing them their Religious Exerci- 
ies, inſtead of their School Exerciſes. What Succeſs 
this had through the Grace of God upon young 
Mr. Hewry (to whom the Dr. bad a particular Regard) 
read from his own Hand. © There had been Tres. 
* ties (faith he) before, berween my Soul and Jeſus 
* Chriſt, with ſome weak Overtures towards him ; 
* but then," then I think ic was that the Match was 
*. made, the Knot tied ; Then I ſec my (elf in the 
*. ſtrength of Divine Grace, about the great Work of 
"© ſel-Exanunation, in order to Repentance; and then 
| 1 
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' I repented, that is, ſolemnly and ſeriouſly, with ſome 
* poor meltings of Soul, I cotfefled my Sins before - 
' God, original and actual, Judging and Condemning | 
* my (elf for themy and catting away from me all. 
* my Tranſgreffions, receiving Chrilt Jeſus the Lord, 
* as the Lord my Righteouſneſs, and Devoring and , 
* Dedicating my whole (elf abſolutely and Unceſer- 
vedly ro his Fear and Service. After which, com- 
ing to the Ordinance, there, there I received him. . 
indeed, and he became mice, I ſay mine. Bleſs 
* the Lord, O my Soul. 

Dr. Buzby's Agency under God in this bleſſed work, 
he makes a very grateful mention of indivers of his * 
Papers : The Lord recompenſe it (ſaith he) « Thouſand 
feld into bu boſome. 

[I bave heard bim cell how much he firprized the 
Doctor, the firſt time be waited upon bim after he was 
tarn'd out by the Act of Uniformuy: For when the 
DcEtor asked him, prithee (Child) what made thee &- 
Nonconformift, truly Sir, ſaith Mr. Henry, you made 
me one, for you raughc me thoſe things that hindred 
me from Conforming. | 

* Encouraged by this Experience, I bave my ſelf 
(faith he in one of his Papers) * taken like pains with 
* divers others at their firſt Admiſſion to the Lord'y 
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* ble Fruits of it, both in mine @wn Chi 
* to God beGlory. | I. | 
Mr. Jeremy Dyke's Book Of the Sacra- Since well 
ment, I have heard bim fay was of gredt abbrevia® 
uſe tobim at thattime, in bis Preparation ted by Mr. 
for that Ordinance. Faldo. . © 
Thus was this great Concern happily ſentled 
bis Lanching-out into the World, which 1hrough Gracgs 
he bad all his Days more or leſs the comfort of, in 
an 
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an even ſerenity of Mind, and a peaceful Expectation 
of the Glory to be Revealed. 

May 17. 1647. he was choſen from Weſtminſter- 
School to Chri#'s-Church in Oxfard, jure /oci,with Four 
others, of 'which be bad*the ſecond place. At his Ele- 
* ion be was very much Countenanced and Smiled 
npon by bis God-father the Earl of Pembroke, who was 
one of the Electors, | 
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Hough he was Choſen to rhe Uaniverfity in May, 

yet being then young, under Sixteen, and in love 
with bis School-Learning, be made no great haſte thi- 
ther. 'Twas in December following, 1647. that he 
removed to Oxford. Some merciful Providences in 
& his Journey (be being a young Traveller) affected him 
much, and he us'd ro ſpeak of them, with a ſenſe of 
God's Goodnels to him in them, according to the Im- 
preflions then made by them” and be bath Recorded 
; rhem with this thankful Norte. That there may be a great 
Mercy in a ſmaſf Matter; 5 the care that was taken 
of him by Strangers, when' be Fainted and was Sick 
in bis Ins the firſt Night, and his caſual Meeting with 
Mr. Anneſly, Son to the Viſcount Valentia (who was 
choſen from M7/tminfter-School, at the ſame time that 
he was) when his other Company going another way, 
"had left him aſore , and utterly at a loſs what to do. 
ZFlus rhe 'ſcnfible cea:embrance of old Mercies may 
£ anſwer 
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anſwer the intettion of new ones, which is 10 en» 
gage our Obedience ru God , and to encourage. onr 
Dependance on him, 

Being come 10 Oxfard, he was immediately engred 
Commoner of | Chriſt-Clurch, where Dr. Samuel | Fell 
was then Dean; the Tutor affigned to him and the 
reſt of that Election was Mr. Underwoed, a very Learn- 
ed ingenious Gentleman. 

. His Godfather the Earl of Pembroke had given him | 
Ten Pounds to buy him a Gown, to pay his Fees, and 
to ſer out with. This in his Papers be puts a Remark 
upon, as a Seaſonable Mercy in regard of ſome Straits, 
which Providence, by the Calamity of the Times, 
bad brought his Father ro, God had taught bim from 
his Youth that excellent Principle, which be adber'd 
to all his Days, that Every Creature # that tows , and no 
more, than God makes it to be ; and therefore while many 
ſeek the Rulers Favour, and ſo expect to make their 
Fortunes, as they call it, ſeeing every Man's Fudgment 
proceedeth from the Lord ; it is our Wildom ta (eek his 
Favour who is the Ruler of Rulers, and that is an. ef 
fectual way to make ſure our Happinels. 

To the proper Studies of this place he now vige- 
rouſly addreſsd himſelf ; bur till retaining a great 
Kindnols for the Clalſick Authors, and the more pur 
- Exerciſes he lov'd ſo well at Weſtminſter: 

hool, 

He was admitted Student of Chrift-Church Merch 
24. 164;. by Dr. Henry Hammond, that great Man, 
then Sab-Dean, who called him his God-Brother, the 
Earl of Pembroke being his Godfather alſo, ard Prince 
Henry the other, who gave bim his Name. 

The Viſitation of the Uriverfity by the Parli: 
bappen'd to be in the yery next Month after. ont 
had been for a good while in the Hands of the Par 

amenr 
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ament, and no Change made; but now the Earl of 
Pembroke,and ſeveral others tbereunto appointed, came 
bicher to ſertle things upon a new bottom, The Ac- 
count Mr. Henry in his Papers gives of this Aﬀair, 1s 
to this purpoſe, The ſole Queftion which the V:ſitors 
propos'd to each Perſon, bigh and low, in every Col- 
ledge, that had any place of Profit, was this, Hil! you 
ſubmit to the Power of the Parliament in tha preſent Vi- 


Feation ? to which all were to, give ip-their Anſwer in 


Writipg, and accordingly were either diſplaced or cori- 
tinued; Some cheerfully complied, others abſolutely 
refuſed, (among whom he would ſomerimes tell of one 
that was bur of his ſtanding, who gave in this bold 
Anſwer, T neither can nay will ſubmit to the Power of 
the Parliament in thu preſent Viſitation, I ſay I canner, 
F fay I will net ].C.) others anſwer'd doubifully,plead- 
ing Youth and Ignorance in ſuch Matters. Mr. Henry's 
Anſwer was, I ſubmit to the Power-of the Parliamint 
in the Preſent Viſitation, a far « I may with « /afe 
Conſcience and without Perjury, His reaſon for the laſt 
Salvo, was becauſe be bad raken the Oaths of Allegi- 
ance and Supremacy a little before, at his Admiſſion $ 
which he was (according to the Character of the good 
Man, that he fears an Oath) very jealous of doing 
any thing to contradict or-infringe 3 which hath made 
him ſometimes Ggnife ſome diſlike of that Practiſe of 
Adminiſtring Oaths to ſuch as were ſcarce paſt Ch:/- 
dren, who could bardly be (Sppoled to rake them,with 
Fndement, as Oaths ſhould be taken, However this 
Anſwer of bis ſatisfied ; and by: the Favour of. the 
Earl of Pembroke he was continued : in his Students 

ace. But great Alterations were made in that as in 
other Colledges, very much (no queſtion) ro the hin- 
derance and Diſcouragement of young Scholars who 
- came thither co get Learning,not to Judge of the __ 

© 
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of Government. Dr. Samugl Fell the Dean was "res 
moved, and Dr, Edward Reynolds afterwards Biſh of 
Norwich was put in his room 5 Dr. Hammond and all 
the Canons, except Dr. Wall were diſplaced, and Mr, 
IWilkinſon, Mr. Pocock, and others of the Parliaments 
Fricnds were prefer'd to their places. His thotghts of 
this in the reflection long after was, that milder me- 
thods might have done better, and would have been a. 
firmer etiabliſhment ro rhe New Intereſt, but confideg- 
ing that mauy of thoſe who were put out (being id 
expectation of a ſudden change, which came not of 
many Years after) were exa(perating jn their carriage 
rowards the Vifirors ; and that the Parliament (who 
at this time rode Mafters) had many of their own 
Friends ready for Univerſity. preferments, (which Ox 
' ford baving been from the beginning a Garriſon for 

the King - had been long kept out of) and theſe 
they were concern'd ro oblige, it was not _ if 
they took ſach ſtrict methods. And yet —_ ing 
requir'd bur a bare Submiſſion, which might be inze- 
preted bur as crying, Quarter, he thought withal, thar 
ir could not be ſaid, the rerms were hard, eſpecially 
(faith he) if compar'd with thoſe of- another nature 
impoſed fince. 

Among orher Scudent-Maſters removed, his Tator 
Mr. Underwood was one, which he ofren bewail'd as 
ill for bim, for he was a good Scholar, and one that 
made ir his buſine(s ro look afrer his Pupils, who were 
very likely by the Blefling of God ro have profited un- 
der his Condut: But upon the removal of Mr, Under- 
wood, he with ſorac orhers were turn d over to Mr. Fin- 
wore, who was rien in with that Imereſt which was 
uppermoſt, and was afterwards Pretendary of Cheſter ; 
a Perſon (as he notes) able enough, but not willing ro 
employ bi«Abiliries for the goed ofthoſe rhat were _ 
mitte 
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mirted to his Charge ; towards whom be had little 
more than the name of a Tutor. This he lamented as his 
Infelicity, at bis firſt ſetting our, Bur it pleas'd God to 
give bim an Intereſt in the AﬀeCtions of a Young Man, 
an Under-graduate then, but Twoor Three Years bis 
Senior from Weſtminſter, one Mr. Richard Bryan, who 
took him to be his Chamberfellow while he continued 
ar Oxford, read to him, overlook'd his Studies, and 
directed him in them, Of this Gentleman he make a ve- 
ry honourable mention, as one who was thrqugh Gods 
Blefling an Inftrument of much good ro him. Mr. Fohn 
Fell alſo, the Dean's Son, (afterwards himſelf Dean of 
Chrift-Church, and Biſhop of Oxford) raking pity on-him, 
and fome others that were neglected, voluntarily read to 
them for ſome time ; a kindneſs which he retain'd a ve- 
ry grateful ſenſe of, and for which he much honour'd 

that Learned and Wortby Perſon. 
Here he duly perform'd the College Exerciſes, Dif- 
tions every day, in Term-rime; Theams and Ver- 
once a Week, and Declamations when it came ro 
his turn; in which performances he frequently came off 
with very great Applauſe: And many of his Manu- 
ſcripts which remain, ſhew how well be improved his 

time there. | 

And yet in fome Refleftions 1 find under his bard, 
written long afier (wherein be looks back upon his 
early days) he chargeth it upon himſelf, rhat for a 
good -while afrer be came to the Univerlicy,(though he 
was known not to be inferior to any of his ({anding in 
Publick Exerciſes yer) he was too much a Stranger-ro 
that bard Study which afterwards he became acquaint- 
ed with, and that he loſt a deal of time which mighr 
have been better improved. 
cuſe himſelf of that which (for ought I ever heard} no 
one elſe did, or could accuſe bin of. Bur the truth is, 
in 


Thus he is pleav'd ro " 
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in all the ſecrer accounts be kept of himſelf, be appears 
to have bad a very quick and deep ſenſe of his own 
Failings and Infirmiries, inthe molt minute inſtances, 
the luis of time, Weaknels and DitiraCtions in Holy 
Dutics ; nor improving Opportunicies of doing good ta 
cthersjard the hike; lamemably bewailing theie imper- 
fections, acad chargirg them uz on himlelt, with as grear 
expreflions of ſhame and forrow, and ſelt-abhorreace; 
and crying out as earneſtly for Pardon and Forgiveneſs 
in the Blood of Jeſus, as if he bad been the greateſt of 
Sinners : For though he was a Man that walk'd very 
cloſely, yer withal be walk'd very humbly with God,and 
liv'd a Life of Repentance and ſelf-denial. T bis minds 
me of a Sermon of his which one might diſcern came 
trom the heart, on that Scripture, Rom. 7. 24. © 
wretched man that T am, who ſhall deliver me from the 
body of this death! A firange. complaint (laith he) to 
come from the Mouth of one who had learn'd in every 
eftare to be centent, Had I been ro have given my 
thoughts /ſaid be) concerning Paul.l ſhould bave faid, 
blefied Man that thou art, that haſt been in the Third 
Heaven, a great Apoſile, a Spiritual Father to Thou» 
ſands, &c. and yer a Wretched Man, all this while in 
his own account and eſteem. He _ never complains 
thus of the Bonds and Afﬀictions: that did abide him, 
the Priſons that were frequent; the Stripes above mea- 
ſure ; bur the Body of Death: that is, the Bedly of Sia, 
that was it he groan'd under. How feelingly did he ob- 
lerve from thence, That the remainders” of in | 
corruption are a very grievous burthen to a gracious Souk. 
But to return: It may hot be amiſs to ſet down the 
Cauſes to which be aſcribes his loſs of time when he 
| {came firſt ro the Univerſity. One was, that he was 
x [Toung, roo Young, and underſtood nor the day of his 
opportunities, which made him a frerwards adviſe his 
| Friends 
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Friends not to thruſt their Children forth two ſoon from 
School 10 the Ungiverlicy, though they may ſeem ripe, 
in reſpe& of Learning, till rhey have diſcretion ro ma- 
page themſelves ; while they are Children, What can 
be expected but that they ſhould mind childiſh things? 
| Anocher was, that coming from Weſtminſter School, his 
actainments in School-learning were beyond what ge- 
gerally others had that came from other Schools, ſo that 
he was tempred to think there was no need for- bim to 
Kudy much, becauſe ir was fo eafie to bim' to keep 
pace with others,, which, he faith, was the thing 
that Dr. Caldecorte, Chaplain ro the Earf of Pem- 
broke, and his great Friend warn'd him of at his 
coming to Oxford. Another was That, there were 
rwo Gets of Perſons bis Co-temporaries, ſome of the 
New Stamp, the: came in by the Viſitation, and were 
divers of ſerious pious Young Men, bur of ſmall 
abilicy, comparatively, for Learning, and thoſe for that 
reaſon he defired not to have much fellowſhip with. 
But there were others that were of the old Spirit and 
way, Enemies to the Parliament, and the Reformati- 
on they made ; and thele were the better Scholars, but 
geherally not the better Men. Wirh-them for a while 
he ſtruck in becauſe of their Learning, and converſed 
moſt with them, but he ſoon found it a ſnare to him, 
and that it took bim off from the Life of Religion, and 
Communion with God, Elangueſcere mox cepit (ſaith 
he in bis Latin Narrative of his younger years,) priſtine 
jetatir ardor, &c. Bur © for ever praiſed be the Riches 
© of God's free Grace (faich be in another Account) 
« that he was pleaſed till to keep his bold of me ; and 
« no to let me alone when I was running from bim, 
* bur ſer his band again the ſecond time, (as the exprel- 
« fion is, 1/4. 11, 11.) to ſnatch me as @ brand out of 
& ;be Fire. His Recovery from this ſnare he would 
call 
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call a kind of Second Converſien;ſo much was he affected 
with the preventing Grace of God in ir, and ſenſible of 
a double bond to be for ever thankful, as well as of an 
engagementto be watchful and burnble. "Twas « fay- 
ing of bis, He that ſtumbleth and doth not fall, qyts 
ground by bis flumble. 

Art the later end of the Year 1648, he had leave 
given him to make a viſit to his Father at White-bak, 
with whom be ſtaied ſome time ; there he was Fax. 30, 
when the King was beheaded, and with a very fad 
beart ſaw that Tragical Blow given. Two things he uſed: 
to ſpeak of, that he took notice of himſelf that day, 
which I know not whether any of rhe Hiftorians men- 
tion, One was, that at the inſtant when the Blow was 
given, there was fuch a diſmal univerſal Groan am 
the Thouſands of People thar were within figbr of ir, 
(as it were with one conſent) as he never wa, before; 
and defired he might never hear che like again, nor ſee 
ſuch a Cauſe for ic. The other was; That immedi- 
ately after the ſtroke was ſtruck, rhere was accordi 
to Order, one Treop marching from Chearing-Crafs 
towards Kings ſtreet, and another from Kings-ftrees 
towards Chearing-Croſi, purpolely to diſperſe and ſcat- 
ter the People, and to divert the diſmal thoughts which 
they could not but be fill'd with, by driving theng. tb 
ſhifr every one for his awn ſafety, He did up6n octa» 
fion reſtifie his diflike of this raſh Action, which he al- 
ways ſaid was athing that conld not be juſtify'd, and 
yet he ſometimes ſaid he ſaw not how it could Be call'd a 
National Sin, for as the King urg'd upon bis Triad, ir 
was _ aetons _ of Ten eats 
in the. Kingdom did conſent to it's *_Se« the .Bi 
* nor could it- becall'd the Sin of 2 oobefer'sScr- 


King, Jan. 30. 1697, p. 25, 29. Where he faith, he did 
ire how it could be call'd a National Sin. ney 


the 
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the Long Parliament, for far the greateſt part of 
them were all that time while the thing was 
in agitation impriſon d , and kept under a force, 
and Ilcarce 27 of the 40 that were left to carry the 
naipe of a Parliament did give their Vore for it ; 
which the Commiliioners for the , Trying of the 
Kiogs Judges in the Year 1660, (ſome of whom had 
been thetnſelves Members of the long Parliament) ur- 
d again and again, in anſwer to that plea which che 
riſogers ſtood lo much upon, that what they did was 
by Authority of the Parliament : Bur 'tis manifeſt ir 
was done by a prevailing Party in the Army, who (as 
he usd to exprels it) having beaten their Plowſhares 
into Swords, could not fo eaticly beat their Swords into 
Plowſhares again, as having fought more for ViAory 
and Dominion, than for Peace and Truth; but bow far 
theſe Men were acted and influenced by another for 
of People behind the Curtain, the World is not altoge- 
ther ignorant. For ſome Years afier King Charles Il. 
came in, he oblery'd the yearly day of Humiliation 
for this Sin, deſiring that God would nor lay the Gailr 
of Blood to the charge of the Nation: Bur'afterwards 
fading to what purpoles it was generally oblerved, and 
improved even to the reproach and condemning, nor 
only of the Innocene bur of {ome of the Exce/lens ones 
of the Land, and noting, that there is no precedent in 
Scripture of keeping Annual days of Humiliation for 
particular Sins; eſpecially after the immediate judg- 
ment is at an end, Zech, 8. 19. Heb, 10. 2, 3. be took 
no farther norice of it. Bat in his Diary, he adds 
this tender remark, (according to the Spirit he was of) 
Net good Men no doubt may obſerve it to the Lord, Rom. 
14. 6. Thos be judged aor, and why! then ſhould be 
be judged ? 


In 
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In the Year 165? be wok his Batchelor of Art's De> 
b recorded the Goodachs of God is 
£4 who help's bim  qut in the 
them «s the K/ 


indnefſes have a c ſweetne(s 
, who Tees and | 
/: of God, and the tokens of hi 
Love, < 


He would often mention it edgy 


Pay, St 


of the Rich Of 
and Chriſtian 


one anothers bearts, in the Fear 
the preparing of them for the Service of the Chur 
their generating; | have beard bim {ory of the 
merhod they xagk then abour the Uniyerfity 
on the Lord's Day in the Afrernoon, which F.-, rw. 
Preached by the Fellows cf Colledges in their 
bur that being found nax fo ang; Edification, Dr. 
Owen, and Dr, Goodwin performed that Service alter» 
nately/ god the Young Maſters that were wong to 
Preach it, had « Lecture on Tueſday appointed thee. 
The Sermens be heard ax Oxford be commonly w 
not if the time of hearing, bur afterwards _—_ 


came bowme in his reflection upon them, which 

a good belp to bis Memory. | 
In December 1652, he. proceeded Maſter of. 4rt:, | 

and in January following Preach'd his firſt —_ ar 

Soutb-Himcſey in Oxford: Te, On Fob. $. 34. 

ver committeth fin, i; the ſervant of fin. On 4-0 

Gon he writes in bis Diary, whas-was the ein of 


his heart towards God, The Lord make wſe of 
Inftrument of bi: Glory, and bis Ar on good in t 


% 
and boly Calling. ip 


/ 


*vf Mr. Henry's to ſome in the Uniyerfity afterwards, 


"thave heard a Worthy Divine (who was ſomewhat his 
"Funior in the Uaiyerſity, and there 2 perfect Stranger 
mo bim) ſay, how much be 8dmircd theſe Exerciſes of 
bis, and lov'd him for them, * and yer how much 


- erful a Preacher, and fo featily lay afide the enticing 
"Words 'of Mans Wiſdom . which were ſo eafie to 


"liſhed upon the Peace concluded with Holland, in the 
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His great Parts and Improvement notwithſtanding 
is exrraordinary Modeſty and Humility bad made him 
ſo weltknown in the Univertity thar ac the following 
FA in Fe 1653. bx was Choſen oor of all the Ma- 
Tters of that Year ro be Fuwwer of the AR, that 1s, to 
anſwer the Philoſophy Queflions ih V/eperis, which he 
did with very great applauſe, eſpecially for the very 
witty and ingenious Oration which he made ro rhe 
Univerfirty gpon that 'occafion : His queſtions were : 
7 An heitum ſit carmbus veſes ? AP! 2. An Inſtirntio 4- 
cademsarum fit tits in Republici * Aﬀ. 3. An Ingenium 
penflear ab Punnribirt Corporis ? fff. Ar the Act in 1654, 
"He was choſen MagiFRter Replicars, and anſwer'd the 
Philoſophy "Queftions /» Cem#tifs with a like ap- 
plauſe, His Queſtions then were, 1, 4" melius fit ſpe- 
rare quuim frus ? Neg. 2. An Maxima Animi Delefta- 
"x10 Fi 4 Jenſibus ? Neg. 3. An utile” fit eregrinari ? Aﬀ. 

'Dr. Owen who was ihen Vice-Chancellor hath fpo- 
*ken with great commendation of thele performances 


*who never knew him otherwiſe than by report”; and I 


"more he amir'd, when he afterwards betame acquaint- 
ed with him in the Conniry;, char fo Curious and 
Polite an Orator ſhould become ſo Proficable and Pow- 


There'js a Copy of Latin Verſes of his in print a- 
mong the Poems which the Univerfiry of Oxford pub- 


Year 1654, which ſhew him to be no leſs a Poet 
than an Orator. Hc 
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He hath noted it of ſome Pijous Young Men, that 
before they removed from the Dnivertiry into the 
Country, they kept a day of Fete and Humiliarian 
for the Sins they had been guilty of in that place and 
ſtate, And in the Viſits be made afterwards rg the 
Univerficy, he itiferts* inro "His Book, as no dogbe 
God did into His, '——4 tear dropt over my Univerſity 
$1ns. 
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CH AP. II. : 


His removal to Worthenbury #1 Flintſhire; 
His Ordingtion: to the Miniſtry, and bis 
Exerciſe of it there; 


JJ/ Ortbenbury is a little Town by Dee fide in thar 

Hyndred of Flint-ſhire, which is (eparated fome 
Miles from the reſt of the Connry, ahd known by the 
name of Engliſh Mailees, becauſe tho it is reputed ih 
Wales, as pertaining to Pons ſhire, yet in Language 
and Cuftoms it is wholly Engliſh, and lies moſtly be- 
tween Cheſhire and Shrop-ſhire. Worthenbury was of 
old a Parochial Chapel belonging to the ReQory of 
Bangor, but was ſeparated from it in the Year 1658 
by rhe Truftees for uniting and dividing of Pariſhes, 
and was made a Pariſh of irſelf, Bur what was then 
dane being yacated by rhe Kings coming in, it then 
came to be zn ftaty quo, and coptinged an appurrenant 
to Bangor, till in the Second Year of the Reign of Kiag 
William and Queet Mary, it was again by Act of Pat- 
liameru ſeparated; and made Horn upon Ban- 

2 
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uh Thar was the only A that pailed the Royal Al- 
nt with the Act of Recognition, at the beginning of 
the Second Parliament of this Reign. The Principal 
Family in, Hrthenbugy Pariſh, is that of the Puleſtors 
of Emeral. The Head of the Family was then Fobn 
Pulgſton Serjeant ac Law, one of the Fudzes of the 
Common-Pleas. 

T bis was the Family to which Mr. Henry came 
"from Chriſt-Church, preſently after he bad compleated 
his Malter's Degree, in 1653. Order'd into that re- 
mote, and to him unknown, corner of the Country, 
by that Over-ruling Providence which determineth the 
times before appointed, and rhe bounds of our Habitation. 

The Judges Lady was a Perſon of more than ordina- 
ry Parts avd Wiſdom, in Piety inferiour to few, burin 
Learning Superiour to moſt of ber Sex, which I could 
give Initances of from what | find among Mr. Hen- 
7y's Papers, particularly an Elegy ſhe made upon the 
Death of rhe Famous Mr. Fobn Selden, who was her 
great Friend. 

This was the Lady whoſe Agency firſt brought Mr. 
[Henry into this Country. She wrore to a Friend of hers 
Mr. Francis Palmer Student of Chriſt-Church, to delire 
him co recommend to her a Young Man to be in ber 
Family, and to rake the over-fight of ber Sons (ſome 
of whom were now ready for the Univerſity) and to 
Preath ar Worthenbury on the Lord'-Dayes, for which 
a very honourable Encouragement was promiſed, Mr. 
Palmer propoſed is to bis Friend Mr. Henry, who was 
willing for one balf Year ro undertake it, provided it 
might be required of him to Preach but once on the 
Lord's-Day, and that fome other ſupply might be got 
for 'rorber part of the day, be being now but Twenty 
ewo Years of Age, and newly centred upon thar 
great Work, Provided alſo, that he ſhould be _ 
8 
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ged bur for halfa Year, as little intending to break off 
io ſyon from an Academical Life, which he delighted in 
ſo much, Bur preferring V/efuingſs before his own pri- 
vaie Sati:zfattion, he was willing to make trial for a 
while, in the Country, as one that ſought not hisown 
things, but the things of Jeſus Chrift, ro whoſe Service 
jin the Work of the Miniſtry he bad jntirely devored 
himſelf, bending his Studies wholly that way, In the 
latter part of his ime at Oxford, as one grown weary 
of that which he uſed to ſay he found /izele to bis pur- 
poſe; he employed hig time moſtly in ſearching the Scrip- 
tures, and collecting uſeful Scrspture Obſervations, which 
he made very fanuliar to him, and wich, which he was 
threughly furniſhed far this good Work. He got a Bible 
anterleat'd, in which he wrote ſhort Notes upon Texts 
Cf Scriptures as they gccur'd, He would cf.cn fay, 1 
read crher Hs \ twat I maj be toe better abs to wilt 
ſland ihe Scripture, 

'T was a ſtock of Scripture Knapledge that be fer up 
with, and, wich” that be traded ro good advantage. 
Tho he was fo great a Maſter in the eloquence of Cicers, 
yet he prefer'd far before ir, that of Apolos, wha was 
an eloquent Man, and mighty in the Scriptures, At 
IS, 24. £ 

He bid very fair at that time for Uniyerfiry prefer- 
ment, ſuch was the Repuzazion he had gar as late 
AA, and ſuch bis Intereſt in Dr. Owen: but the Salva- 
tion of Souls was that which his hears was upon,to which 
be poſt-poned all his other Intereſts. 

In Seprember 1653, he came dawn to Emeral, from 
whence a Meſſenger was ſent on purpoſe tq Oxford to 
conduct him thizher, Long afterwhen it bad pleaſed 
God to ſerile him io char Couatry, and ro build him up 
imo a Family, he wauld ofien reflect upon his coming 
into it firſt, what a anger he then was, and "or 
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far it, was from bis thoughts ever 10 we made his 
hoge an4bgle parts, ng Oper the Brook that 
parcy beaween Flint:ſhs kn fore would ſome- 
times, yery affectionately uſe chat word of Faceb's, With 
my Staff T paſſed over thas Fordan, and now I am become 


wo band:, F 
Ar Emeral he pray'd in.sbe Family, was Tator to 


* the young Gentlemen, and Preach'd once a day art 


Worthenbury, other belp being procurd._ for - the other 
pune the day, agcording. to big requeſt, out of a fear, 

ing fo youngy.to take: the whote Work upon' him. 
But it-ſoon happd, tharvone Lord '-day the ſupply that 
was expected, faild, and fo be was neceFirated ra- 
ther than there ſhould be a vacancy to Preach rwice, in 
which he found the Promiſe fo well falfilld,as the day is 


Th # [© ſhall the ſtrength be, and to him that bath (1.e. that bath 


and uſeth what be hath) ſhall be given, and he ſhall bave 
abundance, that ta the great ſatisfaction of bis Friends 
there, from thence fdrward be way d, looking out for 
other help than what came from above, and would 
ſometimes ſpeak of rhis as" an' Inſtance that we ds not 
know what we can do, till we have try d. 

Here he apply d himfelf to a plain and practical way 
of Preaching, as one truly concern d for the Souls of 
thoſe he ſpoke to, He would fay ſometimes, We ſtudy 
bow to ſpeak that you wmiy tmierfland us. And, Inter 
think'T can ſpeak plain enough when ] am ſpeaking about 
Souls and their Sakogtion. 1 have heard bim lay; he 
thought ir did bim good, that for the firſt half year of 
his being at Morthenbury, he bad few or no Books with 
him, which engaged bim (in ſtudying Sermons) to a 
Cloſer ſearch of rhe Scripture, and his own, bears. Whar 
ſucceſs bis labours'bad in that Pariſh, which before he 
came toir, (I have beeh told) was acconnted one of rhe 


moſt loofe and prophane places in atl the Country, may 
bc 
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be gaiher'd how @ Loc, ,of- the Lady £ulefton's to 


bim, ar «be egd of rbe-arfi.balf rye 9 =—_ 
to Emeral, was anger jan of biy 
there, and ipcliqable wo raves valanis Cock 


Take the Letter a; Laoge, __ * 


Dear Mr. Hewn, l 

HE Indifp1ſitiqn that my Saduefs hav hred, a the 

ftay of Mrs. V. here yeſterday hindred my Anſwering 
your aye E xpre(ſ1oms. Av 18 oxdons ug the Comperfaton, 
and preſevering to be, 2» #bgſe good intents, tar 
hen up while. ons # 1Þ ut 8 of 4 Merc: Lay el 
will confer, "us God grues tuniry, who alſo muſt ig/9- 
the Will and the Deed, by bg Spirit, and. by the R | 
his Word, As #0 ones that one thing for you, A 
forbid (as Samuel (; I I ſhould A to pray,fdc. 
This I am ſure, that baving wanted hitherto a good Mi- 
niſter of the Ward among ws, I have oft by Prayer and 
fome Tears, above Five Tears beſought God for ſuch a 
one as your ſelf which having obtain'd, I cannot yet 
Deſpair, feemg be hath given u the good Means, but be 
may alſo give us the pood End. And thus I find, that 
your Audzence is increaſed three for one mim the Pariſh. 
(though in Winttr more than formerly in Summer; ; ant 
froe for one out of other Places, And | bave neither 
heard of their bting in the mor an own Lorths Day, 
nor Ball-playing thar 11y, which before you came was fre- 
quent (except that Day that young Chi Preached ) 1 
think I can name fogr or feve in the Pariſh, that of for- 
mal! Chriſtians are becoming 'or become real : But yo! 
know all are not wrought on at firſf, by th: Whrd. (Some 
come. en we midfortune lhe arher Mgn, and this is the 
Cauſe they be fa balden with Pride. Ste ) Hypgerites  4/[0 
have Converted Converſion itſelf: Nat God may have reſer- 
ved theſe that have non. borr'd the Kneg; to Baal, &c, an! 


þ may 
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way call them at the latter pare of the Day, thaugh not 
m tha bait Tear, Wt dh mnjaoy ry 8 hty's 1 a 
with you; ind youl bave more thu half Tear, 
then I bave diſcer'd theſe #4: But however, 
whether they will hear, or whether they Will forbear, you 
bave deliver'd your own Youl. IT have pray'd, and do pray, 
ſeeing God hath ſent you, that you may be far bis Glory, 
and nit for our Condemnation. 


k is "cafe ro imagine what an Encouragement this 
was 4© bim, thu## bis firſt firring out £6 fee of the 
Travel of his S6u!, and what an inducement it was 
to bin no} 10 leave thofe among whom God bad rhus 
own'd him. However that Spring he returned to Ox- 
Ford. The Lady Puleſion ſoon afrer came to him thi- 
cher, with her Five Sons,” of whom ſhe placed the rwo 
Fldeſt under his Charge, in the Colledge, In the 
floawine Vacation he vent to Londen to vitit Lis Re- 
tztions there ; and there 12 October he received a Ler- 
ter from Julpe Puleſton, with a very folemn and at- 
feQtionare Requeſt fubſcribed by the Pariſhoners of 
Worthenbury, earneſtly deſiring bis Seulement among 
them, as their Miniſter, which he was perſwaded to 
comply with, having fix'd to bimſelf chat good Rule, 
In the turns of his Life, to Follaw Providence, and not 
po force it* '$9 ih the Winter following he came down 
again, "and fercled with them, He continged in his 
Students place Tn Chit; Church for rwo or three Years, 
arrending the Service of ir once a Year ; bart diſpoſing 
of moft of rbeProfit of & for the uſe of poor Scholars 
there, . 
The Tithe of Wartherbury belong'd tg Emerd! Fami- 
ly, paying ſome Rear to the Refor of Bangor ; -rhis 
Tithe Judge* Pulefon was willing wo give ot 
that Charge) to the Myajſter of Wer? WOT: 
x ur 


>y 
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Bur foch was ihe pecpliar and exydordigary RR 
he bad for Henry, upon Pghen's £* 
rits, chat he chole her y De of Indenture, .beag- 
ing Date Ofb. 6. 1655- cen himſelf and Mr. 
Henry, In conſideration of b# keing pleas'd to undertaks 
the Cyre of Souls, te Preach and teach, - and per- 
form other Duties of Diving Service 6 the Pariſh:Church 
of Worthenbury (fo the Deed runs) 46 give, grant and 
confirm for himſelf and. bs _ Heirs, unta the ſaid Philip 
Henry, the Tearly of One Hundred Pounds, char- 
ged upon all by Meſſuages, Land; aud Teneyents un. the 
ſeveral Counties of Flint, Denbigh. apd Chtiter, :9 be 
paid Quarterly, yemual fach tines as,0he. ſad Philip Hen- 
iy ſhaf be promwted ar preferred to ſome gther Spuitual 
or Eccleſiaftical Living or Preferment, with Power of 
Diſtreſs in Caſe of Non-payment. A Hundred a Year 
was more than Worthenbury Tiches were worth at thar 
time 3 and rhe manner of the Gift freed the mainte- 
nance from mich of thar Loſs and Incumbrance which 
commonly attends the gathering of Tithe. 

He fill continged fof fome Years in Emera/ Fami- 
ly, where he laid our hirmfelf very much for the Spirt- 
4ual good of the Family, even of the meaneft of the 
Servants, by Catechizing, repeating the Sermons, and 
Per(onal Tnftrudtion, and he had very mnch Comfort 
in the Coyntenance and Converſation of the Judge 
and his Lady. | Yet he complains ſometimes in bis 
Diary of the Sngres,and Temptations that be found in 
hu way there, eſpecially becauſe ſome of the Branches 
of the Family -who did not Patrizare were uncaſic 
at his being there, which made him willing to remove 
to a Houle of his own, which when Judge Puleſton 
perccived,.. in the Year 157. ogt of his abundant 
and continued kindneſs to kim, he did at bis own pro- 
per Coſt and Charges build bim &very bandſome 

C5 Houſe 
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Houſe in Worthenbinry, and fertied jt upon him by a 
Leaſe, bearing Date March&. 1647. tgr Threeſcore 
Vears, # be ſhould foleng continue Miniſter at Wor- 
thenbury, and not accepe of better Preferment. 

He tht Nored in-his Diary, thas the yery Day that 
the Workten' began «be. Buildipg. of. that Houle, 
Mer. Mainwaring of Malpas Pirnpey the Lecture at 
"Banpor, from Fol 127.4. Except the Lord build the 
Houle: they Labour invain that build 33. © There ne- 
"yer was Truth (Githhe} more ſea lopable to any than 
* this was 40. me; It was a. word upgn the Wheels, 
'He thath Recorded ic g3 bis grear Care, that bis Aﬀe- 
ctiops miffbt be kepr.logle fron it, and that it might 
not 1ncfoach upen God's Iawcrelt in bis Heart, When 
ut was” finiſhed he thus writes, I] do from my Heat 
bleſi Ged, 'that nd hurt or bar bafel any of the Work: 
91% In gbe Building of 37. | | 

Thus was his Maintenance. (ertled ax Harthenbury. 
In the Year 1659. he was by a Writing of Judge Pu- 
leſtin's, Colated, Neminajted and Preſemtediq the Church 
of Worthenbury, and (the Powers that thep were, hba- 
viog {0 appointed) he bad - Approbation thereof 
from the *Committioners fgr Approbation of publick 
Preachers, 


Some lirde.,oppoſirien was made ro bis Settlement | 


at Wotebenbury by Mr. Fogg then Rector of Banger, 
becauſe he conceiy'd it, an Tacrenchment upon. his 
Right 19 Fortbenbury, apt th t it might prejudice 
bis Recovering of ir by Courle of Law. IT only men- 
tion thisFfor the ſake of the Note he bath upon it in 
his Diary, which is this,. I do earneſtly deſire that the 
Fudge may. give Mr. Fogg all reaſonable Satifattion, 
that there may be no appearance of wrong to bim, or any 
other in thy thing, And whep Mr. Fog infilted upon 
it, that he wanid have Mr. Henry give it under his 
Hand, 
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Hand, that he defired the Canſent of the ſaid Mr. Fogg 
tio be Miniſter of Hortbenbury ; he yielded to do it for 
peace-lake, and fromihence forward there was an in- 
timace intire PFriendibip | berween Mr. Fg and 
bum, «aa wv F 
Being thos (ertled ay Wert benbirry this hExr Ore was 
touching Ordm4r ion. © the Work of the Minifify, *0 
which he hes 5 tex Call.ytry clear, befar®he $o- 
lemnly Deyared  biihielf ro is. And though afttrwaeds 
in the RefleCtigh [eſpecially when he was Fileiced it 
was. lome trouble to hian i had (96 long deferred 
to be Ordain'd (and he woutd often, from rheConfi- 
deration of that preſs thoſe who imeaded we Miitry, 

pot to pur it off } yer as the gimes theh 'were, rhere was - 


Jomctbing of & rcalon farvit. +. « | 

The ret ing Clif"of Brecbyters, was in the 
Hundred - of "Bradford: North in © Shropſhire, wherem 
Mr. Porter of Whitchurch was the Ieafling Man,” of 
whom Mr, Baxter gives fo high a Character jn' bis 
Life, Pare S- Pag. 94, atd wha was one of *rhofe 
whom he recamincnded to the. Lord Ctanteltor, as 
fit ro be made k Bilhop,” Par? 2. p. 453 This Ofals 
was Conſtuwned by Qr dinante of Barhamenr, jn April 
1647. the Members of, ut ie were the aforeſaid 
Mr, Porter, Mr.  Boughy of net, Mr: Heng:0n of 
Prees, hAr. Par/ous of Wim 4þ4 Mr Fob, Drbf, and 
alterwards My. Malden” of Newport, Mr Binney of 
I>bifield, and Mr. Steel of Hamer, Abough in Flint - 
ſhire) were taken in 1p them, and attcd with them. 


This Claſs in Twelve Yeats time publickly- Ordained 


Sixty three Miniſters.” Mr. Yemy was very defirous 
to have been Ordained at 4Worthenbury,s plcbe preſente, 
which he thought molt agracable toghe Ingntion , bur 
the Miniſters were riot willing ta fey fuch a Prece- 
dent : Howeyer thai was cone thing which 6: :afic- 

| > nec 
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ned the. Delay, us RYE Og. 


was accor- 


| winek, nd aho ggmanon vhs of ge Prethymariahs: 
and yes he baving left among his vers lar 
wt beyr that Work- 
ings of ay 


nn 


«apt 
10 Mi- 
and far the jnforguation of tuch a5 are perhaps 
aol franpers 19 ch thiog, 10 give ſome accguat 
of thewbale 
He. made fo ry the Predbyte 
his Ordination Jul.'6. at Preeg,. —_ be lubwiucd 10 to 
Trial, and Regan was wigde } a 6h « þ_. More 
cerning his Expeiepce of the. W race in bis 
Heart ; in Anlwer to whict/he ark Ore of the 
Hope that was in him, with Meeknels apd Fear ; that 
the Spicic of (56:6 Jh8 Gian With him when 


he was he boped had covered to bim 
his need of #; vg and had bow'd ob, in __ 
Mea lure xo cloſe with him ppon 

His Skill 4n-4he /Ovigioal [eopge of eSc ans 
wa then tried ; and heread and confiraed two Ver- 

ſes in the Hebzem and ewo in the Greek Telta- 

Deng ; was then Examined in and natural 
Philoſophy, next in Divinity, what he bad 
read, and what Knowledge he had touching rhe Me- 
diation of Chcift, &c. je” his Skill in the Scriprure 
was tried, by propounding to-Him « Difficul: Text to 
give his Senſe of ; a Caſe of Conſcience was alſo puc 
to. him to be eeſg/v.d, and Enquiry made into bis Ac- 
quaintance with Church -Hiftory. Laſtly, a Queſtion 
was given big 10 provide a Theſis npor- agaivlt nexc 
Mcetinz, which was this, An Providentia Divina ex- 


tendat 


in order to 
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tendat ſe ad omnia 4 "Af On this Queſtion he exhi- 
biced bis Theſis, 4 wr Fg and defended it. Several of 
the Minilters © and Mr. Porter moderated. 
He then [ £WwO Certificates, which be left with 
0H iter of Ko one from Oxford Subſcri- 
Dr. Wilkjuſm, Dr nn ey A 

the ighbour Miner, tee Fogy, Ge 
rſation, &c, . FO 

| "rg > few þ hs ore ond qua 


wie Exemplary 16 


FO peg was pr to be Sope. 16. at Prees, of 

which Notice was given at Worthenbury by a 

read in the Chirch, and afterwards affixed t6 4he 

Church-door the Lord's Day before, Rm alſo, 

© Thatif any oge could any 

A Inge Liſe of the laid Mr, Mborg, 
* oran being Naas Reafon why he might not be Otdain- 

* ed, bs riifie the ſame to the Clefffs, or 


© the Scribe, and ix tvald be heard and onde 
© red. 


On the Day of Ordinario there was a very great 
Aſſembly gathered 3 Mr. Paver\ began the 
Publick work of the with Prayer, then Mr. Par- 
ſons Preached an 1 Tim. z. * - I thank Chriſt Feſix 
pare ung to that counted re Fai thfubs 

me nee the Miniſtry. Mew into the 

iniſtry is the Work of Jeſus. Obrift. - After Sermon 

_ m_—_ according 10 the uſual Merbod, requir'd 

of him aConfeſfion of bis Faith , which be made as 
follows. 

The Gronnd and Rule of my Fairh to- 
wards God, isthe Scripture of the Old and 
New Teſtament I believe they were wric- * *& 1-21. 
ren by Holy Met, immediately inſpir'd by 


the 
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2. Tix. 3.15. 


Heb. 18. 6. 


rob. 5. 7. 


Joh. 1.18. 


- 
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uhe Holy Ghoſt; twying quad the cicacy 


,». of them in (ome. meajuge ypgn. mn ___ 
Hearss I belicye ns ther 3 
make me wile = $9'7% 

ethat he is, and 
that he is Chew o thoſe that dili- 
ooo ef of Pref Ho ; 

The Is (#) ny © 

the Godbead F Fol Pp; 
I adenreg nt, "fs $7; x ork no 
og; ; hy yer ca 
only, Begos SITE 
of Ys "a ath ed kim 
and what he Ay ah Siged bw 


® 
. 


Toh 4. 24. 


Jo/.5.26 


_ FI 


Pf $k. $. 


that 1 believe. I believe that God is 4 
S . Fox. the Son bath laid. God # « Sp:- 
[ bgliexe that. he hath Life in himſelf, 


bgeb Fpet 9.40 the to have 
is hi c | things were 
Fa Spe believe gt was 100 a- 
ny WE ww that was made. IT bdicve 


by. bis Pzovidep pre ſegves, guides, and 
x Ea a he ppc <q;ding : to the 


his own Will ro. by Own Gtory ; 
ey warketh birbecgo, and the Scn 


us 
4A dclieve he made Mas ph £ after his 
own TImage and *Likenels, whih Image 
"lite 1n Knowledge , Whbicouoct 
 and.true Holincls, but Man by Sin loft it 
I believe we were all in the Loinsof our 
firs Parenis, and that they good and fel! 
Ma Perſans, and pe 1 that Account 
without . any colugr ang, we 
= our. thare, both in the Guilt of their 
Diſ- 
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Diſobedience, and go the Corruption of 
Nature ny Ln thereupon ; (o'rhat.we £56. : 
come into "rhe Wadd Ciuldzen of rats, £6. 
and Heirs of che Quyſe, as well as ano» * 
ther ; - Enemies hating bin and 2m.” 7, 18, 
hated of him :- Foy mfr 4 nook, and 
prone tg. all mannes of -4yil.. Though all 
are born. in»this Condicion, | yer there ate *% 6: F, 
lome that do nas dyetin it 5 

I” bdicye W is « Mediator, *: 1 Then. 2.5. 
there is bur 6ne Cal jobe. Thos wie 


Men, nn on _ 
pooh Evert Puck —_ \-a0 


the Fatber 
Love upon, end 

of Warks or Kolb reſend, eng Rene 1 
his Free Grace; for thoſe. I believe "2 
was ſent forth inro the World+ anade- of 4 


Woman, under the Law ;. for. their G4/ 
lakes be Red Protble = 7.1 


gbe- /44- 17. 19. 
dient to Death, -even 8-agh me the Phil. 28,9. 
Croſs ; wherefore God alſo Pry T7; 

£p%. 1: 20, 


him; and having raiſed hy 
at bis ns i Right 27. 


on the thixd Day, e ; 
Hand, where he && ro make later» 
ceion fon ah for whom, be (bd his Blood. "heaps 

All theſe Elec& redeemed ones | believe are 
in due tine, ſooner ar, later, in'their Lives 
effectually called, waſhed, ſanQificd, juſty Row. 3. 30. 
fied inthe Name of the Lord Jeſus, and, by ; 4. 5 ce. 
the Spirit 6of our God. 

1 believe the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt a- *, 5. x. 
lone, apprebended b” Faith, is tbe. marrer 
of our Juſtification. before God 3 and: zhat p/ 
no Fleſh can ftand in bis Sight pon any 9- 

1g 


ther regs, for be is the Lord our Righteoul- 77-23: 5. 
oulnels, 


143. 2, 
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Mas. 3. 17. neſs," and in him -only the Pacher is well 
pleas'd 


I believe rhe Work of $anFification, ma- 
Rom-! 5.16. gaped by the Spirit, who dwelleth in us, 
though” in refpe&t of Parts it be complear, 
Col. 3. 11. for rhe whole Man is renewed 5 yet in re- 
of Degrees ir is not fully perfected r1ll 
1 Cor. 13. we come r6 Slory ; and 1 oo" all rhar 
9, 10 arc Jultified _—_ Gloriffd, for-we are 
kept by the Fower of God, through Faith 

1 Per. 1. 5. Unto Salvacion, 
] believe the gathering in and Bailding up 
Ek. 4. 14- 'of Saints, isthe ſpecial end why Paſtors and 
Feachers are appointed inthe Churth ; and 
Jeſas Chrift, according ro his Promile, 
Msit.28.10. will be with thery, in that Work to the end 

of the World. | 

The Two Sacraments of the New Te- 
ftament,”Baptiſm and" the Lord's Supper, 
Rem.4. 11. receive and own'as Signs and Seals of rhe 
Covenant of "Grace ; the former Inſtituted 
Mett.23.1g by our Lord Jews, a3 'a Sign and Scal of 
Row. 6.7 gur engraffing imohſin, duc of right 10 all 
A: 2. 39. te Infants of Believing Parents, and but 
Matt.25.46, once to be Adminiftred ; the orher inftiruted 
by our Lord Jeſus in'the Night wherein he 
1 Cor. 11.26, was Betrayed, ro ſhew forth his Death,and to 
Seal” tbe” Benefirs purchaſed thereby ro his 
GR and People, and to be often re- 

ared. - 
When the Body returns'to the Daft, I be- 
Ecil, 12.7. lieve the Soul returns to God rbat gave it ; 
Matt and that inmedigrely it receives from him 

» 235- . : 

34, 41, tbe Sentence, according ro what hath been 
done in the Fleſh, either Come inherit the 
Kingdom, 
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Kingdom, @vDepart accur fed into everiafting 

Fire. b gt 

I believe befides vhis, 4 Day of general 

Judgment-inche-endiot the World, where- 

wm we mult all appear*before the Tribunal 

of Jeſus Chrilt;z-and that our Bodies being = Cor-5. 10. 

railed by an Almighty Power from the-Duit, 

[ali be United to the ſame Souls again,4end 

ſhall parrak@ wich them in the ſame Condi- 1Cor.1 5. 42. 

tion, 'eicher of Happineſs or Miſery; to all 

Eternity. Thoſe that bave done * 

ſhall come forth-ynto rhe Reſurrection of 

Life . and thoſe that. have done evil- ro fo%-5. 29. 

the Reſurrection of Damnation: 

Thy # the Sum and Subſtance of my Faith, 
into which I was Baptized, and in 
which by the Grace of God I will (me 
and Dye. . 

Mr. Parſons then propos'd certain Queſtions to him, 

according to the Inſtructions in the Direfory, to which 

he return'd Anſwer as followett : 

Queſtion 1. What are your Ends im undertaking 
the Work and Caling of a Miniſter ? 

Anſwer. As far as upon ſearch and Enquiry I can 

hitherto find, though chere be that within me that 

would ſcek greattbings for my ſelf (if indeed they were 
to be found in this Calling) yet with my Mind I feek 
them not. Bar the Improvement of the Talent which 
| bave Received in the Service of rhe Goſpel, for the 
Glory of God and the Salvatig of Sculs, Thope 1s 1n 
my Eye; if there þe any hog elſe Fown it nas , 


Aﬀt i 7. 3b 


| allow it not; while ſo many ſeak theirown, it is my 
deſire, and ſhall be wy endeavour, to ſeek rhe things 
of Jeſus Chriſt, Fe 


Qu. 2. 
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Qu. 2. Whag are your purpoſes, as taddiligence and 
Induſtry in tha Calling ? 

Anſw. 1 do- purpoſe. and reſolve, by the belp af 
God, to give my ſelf wholly to rheſc rhaings 5 to Pray- 
er, Reading, Meditation, inftagts Preaching in Sca- 
fon and our of Seaſon, wherein 1 ſhall very gladly 
ſpend and be ſpent, if by any means I may both ſave 
my ſelf and them that, bear me. And when at any 
time I fail hereio, I defire God by his Spirit, and my 
Chriſtian Friends, Neighbours and Brethren, by (ea- 
ſonable Reproof and Admonition, to put me in mind 
of this Engagement aow made, inthe preſence of this 
great Congregation. = 
Qu. 3. Do you mean to be Jealous and Faithful in the 

Defence of Truth and Unity, againit Error and 

Schiſm * 

Anſw. I believe what the Spirit hath foretold, that 
in the laſt days, perilous times ſhall come, wherein 
Men will not endure ſound Doctrin, but after their 
own laſts ſhall heap unto themſelves Teachers. Tis 
my reſolution by the Grace of Chriſt ro watch 1n all 
things ; to contend earneſtly for the Faith, ro bold faſt 
the Form of ſound and wholſorm Words, even the 
Words of our Lord Jeſus, and the Doctrine which is 
according to Godligels, in Meckneſs as I am able ; in- 
ſtructing thoſe that oppaſe.themſelves : And for Peace 
and Unity if. my . heart deceive me not, I Q21! rather 
cbuſe to hazzard the loſs of any thing that is moſt dear 
to me, than be any, way knowingly accellary to the di- 
fturbance of theſe in thg Churches of Chriſt. 

Qu. 4- Hhat 5s you Perſwmaſion of the Truth of the 

- Reformed, Religign ? | 

Anſw. My perſwaon is, zbat the Biſbep of Rome is 
that Man of Sin,and Son of Perdition,wbgm the Lacd Je- 
fas will conſume with theSpicic of his Mouth,and whorn 

he 
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he will deftroy by rhe Brightneſs of his coming,  &Aod 
the Separation which our firft Reformers made | do 
heartily rejoyce in, and bleſs God for, for had we 11 
continged to partake with-him 'in- bis Sins, we ſhould 1n 
the end bave pantaked with him allo in bis Plagues. 
Qu. 5. What do you intend to do when the Lord ſhall alr 
ter your condition, and bring' a Family: under your 


charge ? w 

4aſw. When the Lord ſhall pleaſe in bis Providence 
to bring me into new Relations, I'hope he will give me 
Grace to fill them up with Daty, 4r is my purpole to 
wait upon him and to keep bis way, to endeavour in 
the uſc of means, that all rhat are 'mine may be. the 
Lords. 

Qu, 6. Will you in Humility and Mes kneſs ſubmit ts 
Admonition and Diſcipline ? 

Anſw, 1 believe it to be a Duty incumbent upon all 
that profeſs the Name of Chriſt ro watch over one an- 
other, and that when any is overtaken in a fault, thoſe 
that are Spiritual are to ſet him in joynt again with the 
Spirit of Meekneſs. It ſhall be my endeavour -in the 
ſtrength of Jeſus Chriſt ro walk withour rebuke, and 
when at any time I ſtep aſide (for who 1s there that 
lives and fins nor) I ſhall account the ſmitings of my 
Brethren kindneſs, and their wounds Faithful. 

Qu. 7. What if Troubles, Per/ecutions, and Diſcourage- 
ment: ariſe, will you bold one to the end-nottichſtand- 
ing 2 
Anſw. Concerning this F am very jealous over-my 

own heart, ard there is cauſe, 1 find a great want of 

that Zeal and courage for God, which 1 know 1s ze- 
quir'd in a Miniſter of the Goſpel, nevertheleſs. I,per- 

{wade my ſelf that vo Temptation ſhall befall me bur 

ſuch as is common to Man. and that God who is faith- 

ful will nor ſuffer me'10 be rempred aboyertbat whe 
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I am able, but that with tbe Tempratian he:will allo 

make a way to eſcape; that I may be able rg bear ir, 

I promiſe faizbfulne(s to tbe Death, but | reft not at all 

in my Promiſe ro God : Bar in bis ro me, when thou 

youu through the Fire , and through the Water, I will 
with. thee. 

When this was done, Mr. Parſons Pray'd ; and in 
Prayer he and the reſt of che Presbyters (Mr. Porter, Mr. 
Houghton, Mr. Maiden and Mr. Stee/) laid their bands 
upon bim with words to this purpoſe, Hom we do thus 
in thy Name ſet apart to the Work and Office of the M;- 
n:ftry, Aſter him there were five more after the like 
previous Examinations ad Trials, Profelſions and Pio- 
miſes at the ſame time in like manner fer apart to the 


Miniſtry. | 
Then Mr. Malden of Nempore clos'd with an Exhor- 
tation, directed to th: n2wiy Q-dained Miift irs, tn 


which (faith Mr, Henry in bis Diary) this word went 
near my heart. As the Nurſe puts the Meat firſt into 
her own mouth, and chews it, and then feed: the Child 
with it, ſo ſhould Miniſters do by the Word, Preach it & 
ver before-hand to their own hearts, it loſes none of the 
vertue hereby, but rather probably gains. As that Milk 
nouriſheth moſt which comes warm, from the warm Breſt, 
fo that Sermon which comes warm from a warm heart. Lord 
quicken me to do thy will in this thing. 

The Clafſes gave him, and the reſt, Inſtruments in 
Parchment certifying this, which it may ſatisfy the 
curfofiry of ſome ro read the Form of. 

Whereas, Mr.-Philip Henry of Wortbenbury, in the 
Cotinty of Flint Maſter of Arts, bath addreſſed bimſelf 


unto us, Authoriſed by an Ordinance of both Houſes of | 1 


Parliament, of the 29th of Auguſt 1648, for the Ordi- 
nation of Miniſters, defiring to be Ordaind a Prebyter, 
for that hi is choſen and appointed for the Wark of the 
Miniſtry 
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Miniſtry at Worthenbury in the County of Flint, 4s by a 
Certificate now remaining with us, touching that bis E- 
leticn and Appomtment appeareth, And be baving li he- 
wiſe exbibited a ſufficient Teſtimonial” of bis dili 

and proficiency m bis Studies, and unblameablenefs of bis 
Life and Converſation, be bath bee examin'd 

to the Rules for Examination in the ſaid Ordinance ex- 
preſſed; and thereupon approved, there being no juſt ex+ 
ception made, nor put magainſt bis Ords «nd Ad- 
miſſion. Theſe may therefore teftifie to all whom it may 
concern, that upon the Sixteenth day of Septemiber 1657, 
We have proceeded ſolemnly to fot bim apart for the 

of a Presbyrer, and work of the Miniſtry of the by 
laying on of our bands with Faſting and Prayer, By virtue 
whereof we do declare bim to be a lawful and | 
authoriz'd Miniſter of Feſtus Chrift : And having goed 
Evidence of bis lawful and fair Calling, net only to the 
Work of the Miniſtry, but to the Exerciſe thereef at the 
Cbappel of Worthenbury in the County of Flint : We 
do bereby ſend bim thither, and atnually adm: him to the | 
ſaid Charge, to per all the Office! and Dutitagf « | 


faithful Paſtor there, exhorting the People in the Name of 
Feſus Chrit, willingly to receive aud achwowledye bim as 
the Mimifter of Chriſt, and to marntain and entourage 
bim in the Execution of bis Office, rhar 'be "nay be 
to give up ſuch an accomme to Chriſt of their Obedience tc 
bis Miniftry, as may be to bis joy, and theif everlaſti | 
comfort. "In Witneſs whireof we the Pre Frbs 

Fourth Claſi, in the County of Salop, contmitiuly chted 
Bradford-North Claſs, bave hereunto ſet our Hand, this 
16th 4ay of September, in"the ear of our Lord God, | 


1657, 
Tho. Porrer, Moderator for the rime. 
Andrew Parſons, Munifter of Wetn. | 
Aylmar Haughton, Minsfter hay [| 
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19h Malden, Minſter of, Newport. 
ichacd Neel, Miniſter of Hanmer, 


I haxe heard is laid by zhals who were preſent at 
this ſalemnizy, that Mr. Hewry did in-bis Cquntenance, 
Carnage = eion, does ſuch an exiraordina- 
ry Seriguſng(s ang! Gravity, ang ſuch deep. Impretlions 
madg.upon is Spirit, as greazly afeted the Auditory, 
and eyen ktwuick an Aw upop them, 

ectign wpgn itin bis Diary, Methoughts 
I ſam mnuch of God inthe carrying on of the work of this 
deyui O bow goed 34 the. Lord, be j geod and. doth good ; 
the Renernbr ance of 48-1 ll ih looſe, tg him be Glo- 


1). Iimade many promiſes of Ni , Faithfulneſs, &c. 
I lay no ftrefi at all on them, but gn God's Promiſe to 

; that be will be with by Minfters, always to the end 
”* the /orld,.. Amen, - Lord, ſo be- it, Pa thy 


Ward uo thy Serugnt, whetern, than baſt cauſed me to 

puta Tut. And in another. place, 1 gid this day re- 

egjveres, much, Honour and VYark as ever 1 ſhg/! be able 
i 


to whgt#0 dagwith;, Lord prgportien [upplies 
accAaing!y.. Two Ny he. 4d might be writ- 
ten an bis HEarr, 2 Car. 6.4: 5, of | 2 Chron, 


29, 11, 

I wo Years after, upon occaſign of his being preſent 
at on Da naaen at Whicchurch, be thus he, * This 
* Day py Ocdioatiov Coyenans were in a ſpecial 
; er renew d, as10 dilige cein Reading, Prayer, 
uayon, Fiitbfulneſs 1 reaching, Admonition, 
ing,Saccaments, Zeal againſt Error and Pro- 
re,co prelerye and promote the Unity 
and Purity of the Church, notwubRanding Oppob- 
tion and Perſecutiop, tho' ro Neath, -.. Lord thou haſt 
filled my Hands with Work, fill my Heart with Wiſ- 
* dom and. Grace, that I may diſcharge my Duty 

c t y 


- - =y - - A 


* of thoſe that hear mal Awe; 

|.ct us now tee bow-+he applied himſcif to his Work 
at Waorthenbury, The re Was Rarraw, #00 mrrow 
tor lucb a burhing and hining Lighe :* Tbigre'wert bur 
Forty one'Communicants in that Pariſh; whey l&grit 
ler up the Ordinafice of the Lord's Soppers* and they 
were never doubled ; Yer he-bad fuch low T bongbts 
of himlelf, xhat be not only never ſought For 4 larger 
Sphere, bur would rever bearken-to ahy Overmares of 
that kind made to big + And-wjrhal, be bad fach 
bigb thoughts of bis work, and 6 EE, 
that he laid our bimfeſt with 23m 
vigor bere, 'as if” h& had had the over- of ew 


greateſt and moſt conſiderable ray in the. Coun-. 


Ty 
"7 he greavelt l of the Pariſh were och Fenants, 
and labooting'thibatdives 5 5 þur the Sonks of [uck{he 
us'd ro lay) areas precioud as the Sogls of che” Rith, 
and ro Nr look'd\ afer*atcarditigly: © His Prayer for 
them was, Lord, "dgpife net the day of ſimaii theags. 1m 
tha place where there wiſeme willkngueſs, but much weak- 
neſs. And'tbus be writes upon. the ſertling a 
bandiome Maintenance upon bin : thou 
eſt, I ſeek not ey but them..; 
Souls.,--- 4 


WF egren mb 
es in hi Acdeſ or- 


der, Cuechizet nd Explain'd ihe 

be took into the Number of- his Cumege cape 

that were adult, who (he found) Inftradtion ; 
and when be had raken what pains he thought needful 
with them, be diſmil$#d them from further anendatice, 
with Commendation of their Proficiency, and Coun- 
fel to hold faſt the form of found Words; -to be word. 
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* thy Glory, and my*own Salvation, and the Salvation 


——_— 
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tul againſt the Sins of their Age;and to apply them(icives 
ro the Ordinance of the Lord's Supper, and make rea- 
dy for u ; afterwards be Cpechige none above Seven- 


teen or Eighteen Years of 
He fer up a Monbly re there of Two Ser- 


m@as, one be bimſclf Preached, and the other his 
Friend Mr. Ambroſe Lewis of Wiexham , for ſome 
Yeass. He allo keptup a Manihly Conference i in private 
from Houſe co Houſe, jn which be met with the more 
knowing and jadicious of zbeParih ;and they diſcourted 
Fawiliasly rogeybep of the things of God, to their mu- 
taal ai gre 19 the Example of the 
Apoities 5 wbo tho they had the liberty of pablick 
Places, ye taught ay from Hquſe co Houle, 44; 5. 
4%. 20,20. That which induced bim to fer and 
keep up this Exerciſe as long as be durſt (which was 
rill Auguſt, 1660) was, ghat by this means be came 
| beyger to underſtand the Rare of bis Flack, and fo 
knew the better how tq Preach-qo tbema, and pray for 
them, and they 10 ago or agpaber. If #bey were 
in dgubr abort any to their Souls, that 
was AD CER — aQtion.. It was 
wires of encreafing Knowledge and Love 

ar eps ; 3 and thus i abguaded ro good Ac- 


__ c 
He was very induſtrious in vicing the Sick, inſtru- 
Citing them, and groping with them 4 and in this he 
would ſay, be aimed at the good, not only of thoſe 
that were” Sick, bur allo of theit\Friends and Relats- 
ons that were about them. 

He Preach'd Funeral! Sermon: for all that were Bury- 
&d there, . rich ar poor, old or young, or liule Chil- 
dren ;- for be looked upon ic as an opportunity of do 


the ewes bad ſeftned and prepared the S_ 


>. Corus He called is, ſetting in the Plow of the Word] 


-| couraged, and yealrht Ordifiance mi 
4 debar from 


1 in a Weeks rite ara Lin f Gor 


get ſuch a competent Meaſure of -" 
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He never took any «Money for thar or" &.2 
ſterial Performance , 'belidey®his fat 


which be thought bimielt obliged to. do tis whole Duty 
to them as a Miniſter, "Jy < © GOP © 


When ke firit ſer"-wp-uhe Ordinances? the Lord's 
Supper there, be did it with wu} foo ſolertinirf®*Af- 
ter be had endeavoured ro'mitru iechis pdblic 
Preaching, Touching the Nature of chat - ep oey 


dilcourled perſonally wittia Ithat'gave bp Their —&s 
10 the Longing aouch It 
ence, and Converſatiagy -© the 


Law of Clnit, NE ot ha Admonifich".*tale 
of Scandal 5- aad {te 10 
they wese that mired 5 adding | 
* cerning theſes and-my (elf, Fhave two th 
' 1, As to whar” is paſt we have finnedb i | 
* lay we have nas; we ſhould decei ref 
* Truth weres for 1014s "3 and ya this Witha! 
l lays and tolncof 
© grieved that welave frac. bs. F(Y 
' we age refulved 's Ghiite e&'wallt in new Obe- 
 dicnce grab yer we're hot. , but Men 
and Wamed;- compaitd<ebbur wi ity and 
' Tempiarionſ-ir ipothiblEwetnay tif Wwedo, 
* itis our declared Reſolution aged to 2d, 
* and cenſure according to Rule of the Goh 
And all along he'tobk cart {@ ro twanzpe hb 
to that @cdinance, as thit the Weak 


ned, He would reMf thoſe whotn he 


ligent tſe'off Means, Reading, Prayery; 


_——C 
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ble to Mitert the Lord's Body. And thoſe that bad 

*Scen ſcandalous, if they would bur cone in and-declare 

"their Repentance and Reſolutions Bf -new Obedience, 

they ſhould no longer be excluded. 

T9 give a Specimen of bis lively Admiofftrations of 
that Ordinafrice, let me tranſcribe the Notts of bis Ex- 
borrationst rhe firſt Sacrament that everheadminiltred, 

Nov. 27. 1659. I ſuppoſe they are bur the Hints of 
*wharhe enlarged more gon for he had alwaysa great 
Huency upon tuch occahens.” . | | 

* Dearly beloved in our” Lord and” Saviour Jeſus 
' Chriit, We are mer rogether this day about the mot 
* ſolengn weighty Service under Heayen ;.we are come 
* toa Feaft, where the Feaſt-maker is God the Father, 
* the Proyiſfibn God the Son, whole Fleſh is Meat in- 
* deed, ahd whoſe Blood is Drink indeed ; the Gueſts 
* a company of pogr Sinners, unworthy fach an Ho- 
* nour ; the Crumbs under the Fable were roo good for 
* ys, and yer we are admitted co raft of rhe Proviſion 
* upon the Table ; "and tbar which makes the Feaſt is 
; brag welcome : God the Father bids yon welcome ; 
© andren Thouſand Welcomes this day, tcorhe Fleſhand 
* Blood of his Son; think you hear bim faying it to 

"© you, © believing Souls, "Cant. 5. 1. Eat, © Friends, 
* drink, yea, drinkabundantly, O Beloved, The end of 
© this Feaſt is to keep in repnembrance the Death of 
* Chriſt, and our Deliverance by ir, and'thereby to 
* convey ſpirityal Nquriſhment and* Refreſhment to 
* our Souls. Bu withal, give meleave to azk you one 
© Queſtion, What Appetite have you to rhis Feaft ? 
* Are you come hungring and thigfting ? ſuch bave the 
* Promile, they ſball be filled. He tilleth the Hungry 
* with gogd things, butthe Rich are ſent empty away z 
* a Honey-Comb to a full Soul is no Haney-Cemb----- 
*<Cabſt thou ſay as Chrift ſaid 2 With defrre I have de- 

* fired 
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' fired to tat thi. Tn this Ordinance here's Ctfiſt and 
all his Benefirs exhibiced' ro thee. "Art thou weak ? 
bere's Bread to ſtrengrhewrhee ; Art thou fad ? here's 
Wine to comfort thee : Whar is ir thou Rtandeft in 
need of, a Pardon ? here it is ſeal'd in Blood, rake it 
by Faith, as} offer it ro you in the Natne of the Lord 
Jeſus, chough thy Sins have been as Scarles, they fall be 
a Wool, if thou be willing and obedient. "i may be, 
here are ſome that have been Drunkards, Swearers, 
Scoffers at  Godlinefs, Sabbarb-breakers, and whar 
not > And God bath pur it into your Hearts to 
hamble your ſelves, ro mourn for, and turn from all 
your Abominarions ; O' come hicher, here's forgive- 
neſs for thee. Whar elſe is ir thon wanteſt 2 'O (ſaith 
the poor Soul) I would bave more of the Spirir of 
Grace, more Power againſt Sin, eſpecially ty awn 
Iniquiry ; why, here it is for thee, from the fulneſ, 
that is in Jeſus Chrift we receive, andGrace for Grate, 
Joh. 1, 16. We may fay as David did, Plal. 10$.7,8, 
God bath fpoken tu bs Holinefi, and then Gilead # mine, 
* and Manaſſeb mine * So God hath ſpoken in his on 
* ſealed in his Sacrament, and then Chriſt is mine, Far- 
* don is mine, Grace is mine, Comfort mine, Glory 
* mine 3 here T have bis Bond to ſhew for it. This is 
* to thoſe among you, thar have engaged their Hearrs 

* ro approach unta God this Day, 
© Bur if there he any come bither with a falſe, nnbe- 
lieving,. filthy, bard Heart, I da warn you ſeriouſly, 
* and with Authority, in the Name of Jeng Chriſt, 
preſume nor ro come any nearer to this ſacred Oudi- 
nahce, you thar live in the praQiceof any Sin, gr the 
omiſfion of avy Duty againſt your Knowledge'#nd 
Conſcience ; you that have any Malice or Grudge to 
any of your Neighbours, leave yous Gift and go your 
ways ; be reconcil'd to God, be reconciled to your 
D z ' Brother, 
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'© Brother, and then come--------- | Better ſhame thy 
* (elf for coming lo near, than damn thy ſelf by com- 
* ing nearer : 1 teftifie ro thole, who lay they hall 
© bave Peace, though they go on ſtill in their Treſpat- 
© ſes, that there's Poylon ia the Bread ; take it and ear 
* it at Your own Peril ; there's Poyſon in the Cup too, 
* yougrink your own Damnation : I waſh my Hands 

* from the ghilt of your Blood, look you ro ir. On 
©the; other hand, you poor penitent Souls that are loſt 
© in your ſelves, here's Chriſt ro ſave you, Come, O 
* come Je that are weary and beavy laden, &c. 

It may not be amils to tranſgribe allo ſome Hints of 
reparation for the adminiſtring of the Ordinance of 
ptiſm, which I fiad ander his Hand at bis firit ſerting 
our in the Miniſtry, as follows, 

* It is a real Manifeitation of the Goodneſs and Love 

* of God to Believers, tþat he hath not only caken them 
* itto"Covenant with himſelf, butcheis Seed allo ; fay- 
* ing, I will be thy God, and the God of thy Seed. Tho' 
© to be bora of ſuch, doth not neceſlarily intitle Infants 
* 40 the ſpiritual Mercies of the Covenant, for Grace 
* deth not run in a Blood; we fee the comrary many 
* times, even godly Parents have wicked Children ; 
* Abrabam bad his Iſbmael, and Iſaac his Eſau, yet 
* queſtionleſs ir doth entitle them ro the exrernal Privi- 
© ledges of the Covenant. The /ike Figure unto Noah's 
* Ark, even Baptiſm doth alſo now ſave w : Noah, and 
* allthar were his, centred intothe Agk, though we bave 
* cauſe ro doubt wherher they all entred into Heaven. 
* While our Lord Jeſus was bere upon the Earth, they 
* brouphe little Children 'to him, and he [aid by Hand: 
© op them, and bleſſed them ; and ſaid moreover, Suffer 
* little Children to come unto me, and forbid them nat, 
* (there are many at this day that forbid linle Children 
:30 <ome to Chriſt) ; he adds the reaſon, for of ſuch 
*'# 
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# the Kingdom of - Heaven. Wl&her ir be meant of 
the vifible Church, often {o calfed in the C ofpel, or 
of rhe ſtate of Glory in another World ; cicher way 
it affords an Argument for Proof of Infant Baptiſm, 
When either Patent is in Covenant with God, their 
Children alſo are in Covenant with bim ; and being 
in Covenant,they have an undoubied Right and Tile 
to this Ordinance of Baptiſm, which''s the Seal of 
the Covenant. , $0 that inthe Adminiſtration of this 
Ordinance this Day, according to the Inſtitution of 
Jeſus Chriſt, we” look upon-you who are the 
of this Child, as a Perſon in Covenant with God : 
How far you have dealruntaithfully in the Covenant, 
is known to God ard your own Conſcience ; bur this 
we know, the Vows of God are upon you ; and ler 
every one that nameth the Name of Chriſt depart 
from Iniquiry. Bar before ye Bapriſe your Child, 1 
am to acquaint you in a few wards what we expect 
from you. ld vi 
' Q. (1.) Doyou avouch Gad jp Jelud Cheift ol 
and with a perfect Heart : you may rell us you do 
ſo, and you may deceive us, but God is not mocked. 
2 (2) And is it your defire, that your Children allo 
may be received into Covenant with the Lord, and 
that the Lord's Broad-feal of Baptiſm (may he ſet ro 
it ? Q (3.) And do you pfomile. inthe preſence of God 
and of this Congregation, that you will doyour en- 
deavour towards the training of it uſin the way of 
Godlinef, rbat as it is by you through Mercy that ir 
lives/ the Life of Narure, ſo it may by you alſo, 
through the (ame Mercy, live the Life of Grace ; elſe 
[ maſt tell you, if you be wanting herein, there will 
be a ſad Appearance one Day, when you ſhall meer 
rogerther befort the Judgmnent-ſear of Chriſt, and this 
D 3 * ſolemn 
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* ſolemn Engagetnitie of yours will be brought in to 
* witnels agaioſt you. 

Theſe were but the firſt Inſtances of bis Skilfulneſs, 
in diſpenſing they Myſteries of the Kingdom of God. He 
dedin'd the private Adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper 
to lick Perſons, as judging it not conſonant to the Rule 
and Intention of the lnanch He very rarely, it 
. ever, Baptiſed in private; but would bave Children 
brought tothe lolemn Afembly upan the Lord's Day, 
chart the Parents Engagement might have the more Wit- 

it, and the Child che more Prayers put up for 
it, and that the Congregation might be edified. And 
yet ke would fay there was ſome inconvenience 1n it too, 
anleis People would agree to pur off the Feaſting part 
of the Soulemnity to ſome other time, which be yery 
much perſwaded his Friends to ; and obſerved, that 
Abrabam made @ great Feaſt the ſame Day that Iſaac 
&& weaned, (Gen. 21, V;) not the lame Day that he 


Was CIrcumci | 
LIL irds the People of bis Pariſh was 
very mplary, condeſcending to the meaneſt, and 
| & familiarly-with'hem ; bearing with the In- 
frmiries of the weak, and becoming all things to all 
Men.. » He was..exceeding tender of giving Offence, 


of occaſion of Grief to any body, minding himſelf in 
wy Dh upon ſuch occafions, that the Wildom that 
$ 


I ve, i8pure, and peaceable, and gentle, &c. 
Yer he plainly art faithfully repr what he ſaw a- 
mils in awy, and would not ſuffer Sia upon them: ; 
mourning alſo for that which be could not mend. There 
were ſome untratable People ingbe Pariſh, who ſome- 
times cauſed Grief to-him, - and exerciſed his Boldne(s 
andZeal in reprovi bearing of a merry Meeting 
at an Ale-houſe gn & Satardey Night, be went himleli 
«nd broke it up, -andtatcered rbem. Ar another time 

he 
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be publickly wimeſſed again #PFfolick of ſome-vain 
People, that on & Saturday Night came'to the Church 
with a Fidler before them, and drefs'd it up with Flows 
ers and Garlands, making is (as he rld thera) -more 
like a Piay-houſes And, , was thistheir preparation for 
the Lord's Day, and the Daties of iz? &c. He mind- 


ed them of Eccl. 11. 9. Rejojce, O young Man in thy . 


Touth, but know thou--—- 

Many out ob the neighbouring Pariſhes atrended up- 
on his Miniltryj and ſame came from far, though ſome- 
times he Ggaifi'd his diſlike of their fo Cain, lo far 
was he from glorying init. But they who had ſpiritual 
Senſes exerciſed to diſcern things that differ, would at- 
ary upon that Miniltry which they found to be moit. 
edifying, 

He Gus about Eight Years from firſt to laſt, labou- 
ring in the Word and Doctrine at H/ortbenbury, and his 
La was not altogether in vain : He ſaw in many 
of the travel of his Soul to the rejoycing of bis Herr, 
bur with this particular Diſpenſation(which I haye heard 
bim ſometimes ſpeak of) that moſt or all of thoſe in 
that Pariſh whom. be was (through Grace) inſtrumental 
of Good too, died before be left the Pariſh, or quick- 
ly after; ſo that withia a few Years after his removal 
thence, there were very few of the viſible Fruits of 
his Miniſtry there ; and a new Generation ſprung up 
there who knew not Foſeph. Yer the oppoftunity be 
found there wasgh-re of doing the more good, by ha- 
ving thoſe that ' were - his Charge near about him, 
made him all his days bear his Teſtimony ro Pariſh Or- 
der, where it may he had upon good Terms, as much 
more elegible, and more likely ro anſwer theend, than 
the Congregational way of gathering Churches from 
places far diſtanz/ which gould*not ordinarily meer to 
worſhip God rogether, Frog his Experience here 
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frhough be would fay, we muſtdo what wecan, when * 
we cannot do. whar we would) + be ofren wiſhed 
and prayed for the opening of a Door, by whicb ro 
return to that Order agaio. 

Hehad nor been long at Worther bury, but be began 
to betaken notice of by ihe neighbouring -Minifters, as 
likely ro be a conſiderable Man. Though his extra» 
ordinary Modeity and Humiliry«(which even in his 
Yauib he was remarkable for) made him to fit down 
with: filence in the /ozweft Room, and to fay as Eliby, 
Days ſha'l ſpeak ; yer his eminent Gifcs 80d Graces 
could nor long be bid, the Ointment of the Right- 
band will berray ir ſelf; and a Perſon of his Merits 
could,not but meer with thole quickly, who ſaid,-Friend, 
£2 up higher ; and fo that Scripture was fulfilled, Luke 
i4. 10, He was often called upon to preach the Week+ 
ty Lectures, which were fer up plentifully, and dilt 
vently attended upon in thoſe parts, and his Labours 
were generally very acceptable and ſucceſsful. The 
Vox Populi faſten'd upon bim the Epither of * Heavenly 
Henry, by which Title he was commonly known all the 
Country over, and bis Advice was ſought for by many 
neighbouring Miniſters and Chriſtians, for he was one 
of thole that found Favour and gocd Underſtanding in 
the fight of God and Man. He was noted at his firſt 
ſeuting our (as | have been told by one who was then 
jatimarely acquainted wich him, and with bis Chara- 
Rer and Converſation) for three things, 1. Grear Pi- 
ety and Deyotion, and a mighty ſavor of Godlinels in 
all his Converſe. 2. Great Induſtry in the purſuit of 
uſeful Knowledge ; he was particularly obſerved ro 
be very inquifiive when he was among the Aged and 
Intelligent, bearing them. and asking them Qyeſtions ; 
a good Example ro” ycung Men, eſpecially © yourg 
Miniſters. 3. Great $Self-denial, Self diffidence, and 
Self- 
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Self-abaſement ; this ettinene Humilgy put a Luftre 
upon all his otrber Graces. This Character of him, 
minds me of a*Paſſage-I have ſomerimes heard him 
tell as, a check to the forwardnef@and conference of 
young Men, That once ata Meeting of Minifters, a | 
Quettion of Moment was ſtarted, tobe debared 
them ; upon the firtt propoſal of ir, a confident young 
Man ſhoots his Bolr preſently! Truly (ſaith he) I bold ze 
fo 3; Tow bold Sir; ((gith a grave Minitter) it becomes you 
ro bold your Peace. 

Belides his frequent preaching of the Lectares @- 
bout him, be was a confiant and dilgenr Arten- 
dant upon thoſe within his reach, as a Hearer ; 
and not only wrote the Sermons he heard, bur af- 
terwardy- recorded in his Diary what in each , Ser- 
mon reach'd his Heart, «fected bim, and did bit 
good ; adding ſome proper pious Ejaculations, which 
were the Breathings of bis Heart, when he medira- 
red upon and prayed over the Sermon. 

What a wonderful degree of Piety and Humility * 
doth it evidence, for one of fo great acquaintance with 
the things of God, ro write, Ths I learnt out of ſuch 
a Sermon; and ths was the Truth I made up' to my 
{elf our of fuch a Sermon ; and indeed-fomerbing our 
of every Sermon, His diligent improvement of the 
Wo: d preach'd, contributed (more than any one thing, 
as a means) 20 bis great Attainmens of Knowledge 
and Grace. would lay ſometimes , that one 
greatuſe of Week-day LeCturcs, was, that it gave Mi- 
nifters an opportunity of hearing one another preach, 
by which they are likely ro profir, when they hear nor 
as Maſters, but. as Scholars, not as Cenſoryy but 
Learners, | 
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Fri panion, and Fellow-La- 
hor in ih { taprang was ym 6 


Sree] (Miniſter of Hanmer , one of the 
ariſhes ro [#orthenbury) whoſe praile is in the 
| __ ift, for bis. Excellent and es wg Trea- 
tiles, handman's Caling ; An Antzdate againſt 
Pr x ys ſeveral others, He was Mr. Henry's 
alter idem, rhe Man of bis Connlg) ; with bim be join- 
ed frequently at Hanmer and elſe-where. in Chrittian 
Conference, and in Days of Humiliation and Prayer : 
Belides, their Mgerings with other Miniſters at Publick 
Lectures ; after which jt was uſual for them ro (ſpend 
ſome time among themſelyes in ſet Diſputations in La- 
tio. . This was the Wcrk that in thoſe Days was car- 
ried 0g among Miniſters, who made it their Buſineſs, 
as: Iron ſharpers Iron, to provoke one another to Love 
and tg good Works, What was done of this kind in 
Warceſterſbire, Mr. Baxter tells us in bis Life. 

Io the begianing of his Days beofien laboured un- 
der Bodily Diſtempers ; it was teardihat be was in 
a Conſumption ; ang, ſome blamed him for taking fo 
much pains in bis Miniſterial Work, ſnggeſting ro him 
Maſter ſpare thy ſelf : One of his Friends told bim, 
be ligbted up all bis Pound of Candles together ; and 
that be could not hold our long at that rates and 
wiſhed him to be a better Husband of bis Strength : 
But be often reflected upon it withcomfort afrerwards, 
that he was not influenced by ſuch Suggeſtions : The 
more weido, the more we may do (lo he would ſametimes 
ſay) inthe Service of God. When his Work was ſome- 
times more than ordinary, and bore hard vpon him, 
he thus gppealed to God 3; Thou knoweſt, Lord, bow 
gel contented I am to ſpend and to be ſpent in thy Ser- 
wite; and if the outward Man decay, O, let the inward 
Man be renewed,” Upon the returns of his Indifpoſi- 
tion 
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tion he expreſleth a r Concern how to Spirimuat 
good by es or a our of the | wind gps leave 
ſome Droſi belhind 5 for it 6 s great Loſt to looſe an Af+/ 
fliftion. » He mentiorfs it as thay which ke boped did 
him good, -thar he was ready ro look upon every re- 
rarcy of Diitemper, 47 a Summons to the Grave 7 thus 
he learn'd yo dye daily; ,T find (faith be) my earthly 
Tabernacle tittering; ant when it # taken down, I 
ſhall bave a Building in Heaven, that ſhall never fail. 
Bleſſed be God the Father and my Lord Fefus Chrift, and 


the good Spirit of Grace, Buen ſo} This was 
both his" Strengeb and his Song, under his Bodily In- 
firmities. - 


While k& was at Hortbenbifty he conftanthyyaid by 
the Tenth of bis Income for the Poor, whiclt be care- 
fally and fairbfaily diſpogd of, in the liberal things 
which be devis'd, eſpecially the reaching of poor Chil- 
dren: And he would recommend ir as a good Rule to 
lay by for Charity (in ſome proportion, according as 
the Circumſtances are) and then ir will be rhe eafier 
to /ay our im Charity ; we ſhall be the more apr to 
ſeek for opportunities of doing good when we have 
Money lying by us, of which we have faid, This is - 
not oar own bur the Poors. To encourage bimfelf 
and others to Works of Charity, he wonld fay, He 
s no Fool mbo parts with that which he cannot keep, 
when he s ſure ts be Recompenſed with that which be 
cannot looſe. And yer ro prove Algns to be Righteonſ- 
neſs, and to exclude all Boaſting of them} he often 
expreſpd himſelf in theſe words of David, Of thine 
own, Lord have we given thee 

In the Year 1658. the Miniſters of that Neigh- 
bourhpod ," began ro enlarge their Correſpondence 
with the Minitters of NoreE-FWales ; and ſeveral Meet- 
ings they had at Ruthin and other places —— 

| or 
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* for the ſertling of a and the promo- 
ting of Unity and Love, 'and good' Underſtanding a- 
mong themſelves, by entring into an Aſſociation, like 
thoſe ſome =_ befgre of Worceſterſhire and Cumper- 
land, to which, as their pattern (thoſe ewo baving” 
been Publiſhed) they did refer rhemſelyes. * T hey ap- 
pointed particular Aſſociations 3 and (notwirhitand- 
10g the differetices of Apprehenſion, that were among 
them 5' ſome being in their Judgmems Epiſcopal, o- 
thers Congregational, and others Claſſical) they agreed 
to lay atide the thoughts of Matters in Variance, and 
rogive to each other the Right Hand of Felowſhip ; 
that with ohe Shoulder and with one Conſcar, they 
might $:ady each in their places to promote the Com- 
mon Intereit of Chrilt's Kingdom, and the Common 
Salvation of precious Souls. He obſery'd that this 
Year; afterithe [Death of Oliver Cromwel, there was 
generally tifoughout the Nation » a-great-Change in 
the Temper of God's People, and a mighty rendency 
towards Peace and Unity, as if they were by Conſent 
weary of their long claſhings, which in his Diary be 
expreſſeth his great Rejoycing in, and his Hopes thar 
the time was at Hand, when Fudeh ſhould no longer 
vex Ephraim. mor Ephraim envy Fudah, neither ſhould 
they learn War any mere. And though theſe bopes 
were ſoon diſappointed by a Change of the. Scene ; 
yet he would often ſpeak of the Experience of that 
and the fo'lowing Year in thoſe parts, as a Specimen 
of what may yer be expected ; (and therefore in Faith 
prayed for } when the Spirit ſhall be poured our up- 
on us' from on bigh. Bur alas, Fo ſhall live when 
God doth ths * From this Experience he likewiſe ga- 
ther'd this Obſervation, That it is not fo much our 
Difference of Oprnion that doth w the miſchief ; [ for 
we may as {oon &pett all the Clocks in the Town 
tg 
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to ſtrike rogetber, as to-(ee afl good People of a mind 
in eyery thing on this fide Heaven) but tbe miſme- 
nagement of that difference. 


In the Afociation of the Miniſters it was referred 


to Mr. Henry to draw up that part of their Agreement 
which concerned the H/orſbip of God, which rask be 
performed to their Satisfaction ; bis Preface to what 
he drew up begins ,tbus : * Though the main of our 


= - a - - 


Deſires and Endeavours be after Unity in the grea- 
ter things of God; yet we judge Uniformay in 
the-Circumſitances of Worſhip, & thing not to; be al- 
together neglected by us, not only in'regard of that 
influence, which external viſible Order bath upon 
the Beauty and Comlineſs of the Churches of Chriſt ; 


* bur allo, as it hath a Direct Tendency to the ſtrenth» 


—_ « - - - 


nicg of our Hands in Miniſterial Services, and with» 
al to the removing of thoſe Prejudices which many 
People bave conceiv'd even againſt Religion and 
Worſhip itſelf. * We bleſs God from our very Souls, 
for-that whereunto we have already attained ; "and 


ye: we hope ſome further thing may'be dene, in re- 


ference to our cloſer walking, by the ſame Rule, and 
minding the ſame things. The word of God is the 
Rule which we delye and reſolve to walk by in the 
Adminiſtration of Ordinances; and for thoſe things 
wherein the Ward is filevr, we think we may and 
ought 10 have recourſe to Chriſtian Prudence, and 
the Practiſe of the Reformed Churches, agreeing 
with the general Rules of the Word : Ad there- 


fore we have had (as we think we ought) in our pre- 
ſent Agreement ,. a ſpecial Eye to the Direfts- 
ry, Go 

Theſe Agreements of theirs were the more likely 
to be for goodfor that here (as in HWorcefterſbire) when 
they were in agitation, the Miniſters ſet apart a Day 
of 
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of Faſting and Prayer kmong themſelves to bewail 
Mioiſteriab neglects, and to ſack wo God for Direction 
Sacce(s in their Miniſterial. Work. They mer 
ſomerimes for this purpoſe at Mr. Henry's Houſe ac 


Wore | 
Patlage may not- improperly, be inſerted here , 
that once ark Meeting of the Miniſters,being defired to 
ſubſcribe aCerrificate concerning one whom he had not 
ſufficient acquaintance withz he refusd, giving this 
"Reaſon, That he preferred the peace of bu Conſci- 
ence before the Friendſhip of all the Men mn the 
Warld. "4 
Sopri29. 1658. the Lady Puleſton dyeg.She-wa ((aith 
be)" che beſt Fryjend I bad on Barth, but my Friend 
in Heaven # ſtill where be was, and be will never leave 
me nor forſake me. He preached ber Funeral Sermon 
from I/a 3, laſt, Ceaſo from Man whoſe Breath # in hu 
Noftrils.. . He hath nored this Expreflion of hers nor 
long before ' ſhe dy'd : My Soul leans to Feſw Chriſt, 
lean to me ſweet Saviour, About thivtime be wrires, 
A dark Cloud is over my Concernments in this Family, 
bus my defire'fi, that whatever becomes of une and my In- 
tereft, the Intereſt of Chriſt may ſtill be kept on foot in 
this place. Amen, ſo be it, Bur he adds foon after 
that faying of Athanaſiws, which be was ns'd often to 
quote and take comfort from 3 Nubeculs e#t 9 cito per- 
rranſibie. It is a little Cloud, and will ſoon blow 0+ 
ver. . 
Abonr a Year after, Sepe, 5, 1659, Judge Puleſton 
dy'd, and all Mr. Henry's Intereſt in Emera! Family 
was buryed in bis Grave, He preached the Judges 
Funeral Sermon from Neb. 13.14. Wipe not out my good 
Deeds that I have dohe for the Houſe of my Grd, and 
for the Offices thereof 5; the Defiga of which Sermon 
was not to @pplaud his Deceaſed Friend ; 1 find nor 
a 
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a word in the Sermon to that purpoſe ;- But be rook 
occaſion from tbe jnftance of {© ;grear- ro 


the Miniſtry , a4 the Judge was , to ſhew that Deeds 


done for the Hanſe of God and the Offices thereof, 
are good Deeds.; and to preſs People ing as their 
Ability and uy .was ” to do Deeds, 
One paſlage I find in that Sermon whict! ro be 
Recorded 3 That it had been for-feverat Years rhe 
practiſe of a worthy Gentleman in the Neighbouring 
County in renewing his Leaſes; inſtead of making it 
a Condition that his Tenants ſhonld keep « Hawk or 
a Dog foc,hin, 10, ablige thee char they ſhould 'keep 
a Bible-in their blouſes for themſelves, and" honld 
bring up their Children to learn ro Read and to be Ca- 
rechiged. This (faith be) would be no-charge eo you, 
and it might oblige them to rhar which otherwiſe rhey 
would neglect. Some'wiſh'd (faith be)4in Wis Diaty, 
that I had choſen ſome other. Subjeft for that Sermon, 
but I approved my ſelf 16 God, and if I pleaſe min, 1 
am not the Servant of Chriſt. 

W hat perſonal Aﬀeronts he received from ſome of the 
Branches of hat Family at that rime netd'nor be men» 
tioned, bur with what Exemplary Patience be bore 
them, ought not to be forgotten. + | 

In March, 165%. he was very mach (ollicited to leave 
Wort benbury, and to accept of the Vicaridge of Wrex- 
ham, which was a place thar he bad both a great Tn- 
tereſt in, and a great kindneſs for, but he tould not 
ſee his Call clear from Mortbenbury, fo be dediin'd ir. 
The fame Year he had an offer made him of a confide- 
rable Living ntar London, bur be was nor of them that 
are given to Change, nor did he Conſult with Fleſh 
and Blood, nor (eek great things to himſelf, 

That Year be had ſome diſturbance from the Qua- 
kers, who were fet on by ſome others, who wiſhed 
ill 
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ill to bis Miaiftry ; they Challenged bim to diſpute 
with them 5 and that which be was to prove againſt 
them, was, that the God be Worſhipped was not an 
Idol ; that Fobn Baddely (a Blackimith in Ma/pa, 
and the Ring- leader of the Quakers in that Cm 
was not Jnfallible nor without Sin 3 That Baptiſm 
with Water, and the Lord's Supper are Goſpel Ordi- 
nances ; that the Scriptures are the word of God, and 
that Jeſus Chriſt will come to judge rbe World at the 
laſt Day : Butbe never bad any publick Diſpu:es with 
them, nor ſo much diſturbance from them in publick 
Worſhip, as ſome other Miniſters had elſewhere about 
that time. He bad ſome apprebenſions at that time, 
that God would, make the Quakers a Scourge to this 
Nation; but had Comfort in this Afſprance, that God 
would in dye.cime vindicate his own Honour, and the 
Honour of his Ordinances, and thoſe of them who 
will not Repent to give him Glory, will be caſt into 
the Fire. | 

One paſſage I cannoc omit, becauſe ir diſcovers what 
kind of Spirit the Quakers were of ; A Debauch'd 
Gentlethan being in his reyels at Ma/pas, Drinking and 
Swearing, was after a fort reproved for it by Badde!y 
the Quaker, who was in his R_—_ 3 Why (faith 
the Genzleman)i 'll ask thee one Queſtion, Wherber is ir 
berter for me ro follow Drinking and Sweariog, or to 
go and Hear Henry ? He anſwesed, Of the two, rather 
folow thy Drinking and Sweaging, 

The Cheſhire Ribog this Year (in Oppoſition to the 
Irregular Powers that then were up, ermoſt) under 
Sir George Booth (aftgrwards Lard Delanere) and that 
of North-I1ales under Sir Thomas Middieton, could 
not but eff: Worthenhurz,, and the County thrreas 
bouts, Mr. Henry's Prayec for them in his 1, v rhe 
Day of their firſt appearivg is, "Lord own vhew, )/ + 9 
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iraly own thee, He nores, that Lamber:'s Forces which 
came down ro Suppreſs them, did in that Neighbour- 
hood eſponſe the Quakers Cauſe, and offer Iajury to 
ſome Miniſters; and therefore, (faith he) unleſs God 
intend the Rum of the Nation by them, they cannot 
proſper : Nor did they long, thongh in that Expedi- 
tion they had Succeſs, In their Rerurn ſome of Lam- 
bert's Soldiers were at Weortbenbury Charch bearing 
Mr. Henry upon a Lord's Day ; and one of them 
ſat with his per ou: while they were Singing Pſalms, 
for which be Publickly admoniſh'4 him : And there 
being many Anabaptiſts among them, he hath Record- 
ed it as a good Providence, that thoſe Queſtions in 
the Carechiſm which re concerning Baptiſm, came 
in Courſe ro b» Expounded that Day, The firſt Ri- 
fing of the Cheſtive Forces was Avg. 1. 1659. and rhe 
19th following they Were worked and ſcattered by 
Lambert's Forces, near Northwich, a ſtrange Spirit of 
fear being upon them, which quire took off their Cha- 
riot Wheels. The Country call'd it not the Cheſhire 
Riſing, bur the Cheſhire Race. Some blamed bim.thar 
he did not give God thanks publickly for the defeat of 
Sir G-orge Booth ; to whom he anſwer'd with his uſual 
mildn-(s, that bis Apprebenfions concerning that Afﬀair, 
were not the ſame with theirs, We are now (faith he) 
much in the dark, never more. 
Cture at Cheſter ſoon after, juſt ar the time when 
Mr. Cook , an eminent Minifter in Cheſter, and ſeveral 
others were carried Priſoners to London, for their Agen- 
cy in the late Artempr : and the Ciry was threatned 
10 have their Charter taken away, &c. The Text in 
Courſe that day (for they Preached over the latter 
part of chat Epiſtle, if not the whole, at that Lecture) 
bappen'd to be Heb, 13,14. We have bere no continuing 
City, which he thought a word upon the Wheels at 
that 


He preach'd the Le- , 
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that time. He Notes .in bis Diary, that when, afier 
that, the Army Rul'd, difturb'd the Parliament, and 
carry'd all e them, with a high Hand, there were 
great Groundsto fear ſad times approaching ; and 
| bis Set is, Lord, fit thy People for the Fiery 
Trial. | 
He was a hearry well-wiſher ro the return of the 
King, the Spring following, April, 1660. 'and was 
much affected wich - the Mercy of it. While & 
thers rejoyzce carnaly, (laith he) Lord, help thy People 
#0 rejozce ſpiritually, in our publick, National Mercies. 
*T 'was upon that occafion that Mr. Bax#tr preached 
his Sermon of Right Rejoycing, on Luke 10, 20. But 
he and others ſoon ſaw caule to Rejoyce with Trem- 
bling, and to fing both of Mercy and Judgment ; for 
about that time be hath this Melancholy Remark ; 
py igion loſe: Ground exceedingly, and Prof aneſs gets it : 
elp Lord ! However he was very Induftrious to 
quiet the minds of ſome who were uneafie at that 
great Revolution 5 and that Scripture yielded him 
much Satisfation : Fob. 3. 35. The Father loveth the 
Son, and hath given all things into bs Hands, If Chriſt 
be not only Head of the Church, bur Heir over al 
things to the Church, we may be aſſured, that all 
things ſhall be made to work rogether for good to ir. 
The Text alſo which the Lord put it into his Heart to 
preach upon, on the day of Publick Thankſgiving for 
the King's Reſtoration, was very comfortable ro him * 
Prov, 21.1. The Kings Heart” # in the hand of the 
Lord, His {znce of that great Mercy of God to the 
Natjon, in the unbloody, peaceable and legal Sertle- 
ment of King Chgrles the 2d, upon the Throne, was 
the ſame with that of Multicudes, beſides both Mini- 
ſters and others that were bf the quiet in the Land, 
who yer not long after ſuffered very bard things _ 
im. 
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him. Soon after the Return of the King, be notes, 
bow induſtrious ſome were 10 remove him from Wor- 
thenbyry, on which be writes this as the Breathing of 
}.is Soul rowargds God 5 Lord, if it pleaſe thee, faſten 
me here as a Nail in a ſure place ; if otherwiſe, 1 will 
take nothing jll which thou doſt wich me: ,and when 
preſs'd by his Friends more earneſtly than before to ac- 
cept of ſome other place 3 Lord,«(faith he) Mine Eye 
# up unto thee, Tam whaly at thy diſpoſal, make my way 
plain before my Face, becauſe of wine Enemies 5 my 
Reſolution #s, to deny my ſelf if thou calleſt we. Here 
(or any where, *tis no great Matter where) 1 am. Ma- 
ny Years after the King's Return, he Dated a Lener 
May 29, Th »uiex ai rh ava mxye, 

There are rwo things further which I thiok it may 
be of uſe to give ſome account of in the cloſe of this 
Chapter. 1. Of the Courſe of his Miniftry at For- 
thenbury, and 2, Of the State of his Soul, and the 
Communion he bad with God in thoſe Years : The 
former out of his Sermon-Nores, the latter out of his 
Diary, 

As to the Subjects he Preached upon, he did not uſe 
to dwell long upon a Text. Better one Sermon u 
many Texts, (vis. maby Scriptures opened and appli- 
ed) than many Sermons upon one Text : To thavpurpoſe 
be would ſometimes (peak. 

He uſed to Preach in a fixed Method, and linked 
bis Subjects in a ſort of a Chain ; not confining him- 
lelf to the Method of the Aſſemblies Catechiſm ; 
(which ſome commend) but be adapted bis Method 
and Style to the Capacity af his MR , ferching bis 
Similicudes for Illuſtration, - fron thoſe things which 
were familiar to them, He did not ſhoot the Arrow 
of the Word over their Heads in high Notions, or the 
Flouriſhes of affected Rhetorick, nar under their 
Feer 
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Feet by blunt and bomely Expreſſions, ..as many do 
under pretence of plainneſs, but ro their Hearts in 
cloſe and lively Applications, His Delivery was ve- 
ry graceful and agreeable, far from being ceicher noiſic 
and precipitate on the one Hand, or dull and flow on 
the other, His Doctrine did grop as the Dew, and 
eiftil as the ſoaking Rain, and-came with a charming 
pleafing Power, ſuch as many will bear witneſs to, 
that haye_ wonder'd at the gracious words which pro- 
ceeded gut of bis Mouth. 

He wrote the Notes of his Sermons pretty large for 


the moſt part, and always very legible ; he wrote moſt , 


of them twice over, - But eyen when he bad put his 
laft Hand to them, be commonly left many imper- 
fe&t Hints, which gave room for Enlargements ia 
Preaching, wherein fe had & very great Feliciry. And 
he would often adviſe Miniſters not to tye themſelves 
too ſtrictly to their Notes, but baving well digeſted 
the Matter before, to allow themſelves a liberty of 
Expreſſion, ſuch as a Man's Aﬀections, if they be well 
rais'd, will be apt to furniſh bia with, Baur for this, 
no certain Rule can be given, there are diverſities of 
Gifts, and each to profit withal, 

He kept bis Sermon-Naxes in very neat and exat 
Order ; Sermons in Courſe, according» to the Qrder 
of the Subjet ; and occafional Sermons according to 
the Scripture-order of the Texts ; fo that be could rrea- 
dily rurn to any of them. And yet, tho' afrerwards be 
was removed to a place far enough diltant from any of 
that Auditory, yet (chough ſome have deſired it) be 
ſeldom preach'd any of thoſe hundreds of Sermons 
which be bad preach d at Pirthenbury, no not when 
he preach'd never {o privately, but to the laſt be Rudi- 
ed new Sermons., and- wrote them as elaborately as 
ever ; for be thought a Sermon beſt preach'd, when ir 
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was newly medirared : Nay, if ſomerimes he had oc- 
calion to preach upon the ſame Tex, yer he would 
make and write the Sermons over ; and he never offer- 
ed that tro God which coft him aothbing, 

When he went to Oxford; and preach'd there before 
the Univerſity in ChriftrChurch, as he did ſeveral rimes, 
his Labours were not only very acceptable, bar ſucceſs- 
ful roo ; particularly one Sermon which be preach'd 
there, on Prov. 14. 9. Fools make « meek at fin ; for 
which Sermon, a young Maſter of Ars-came to his 
Chamber afterwards ro return him thanks, and co ac- 
mA the good Impreſſions, which Divine Grace 
by that Sermon had made upos his Soul, which be ho» 
ped he ſhoald never forget. 

Js (is Divoy, ho/Soguagtp eng nes SUI 

pirit in ſtudying preaching. bleſing | 
God for-fignal help voachſafed, and owning him rhe 
Lord God of all bu Enlargement ; at other rimes, com- 
plaining of great deadne(s and ftraitnels, It # 4 wor 
der (faith be) :has I can ſpeak of Eternal things, with 
ſo little Senſe of the reality of them. Lord, firengthen 
that which remains, which # ready to die. And he once 
writes thus upon «- ftudying Day; * I forgot explick- 
ly and exprelſsly when I began to crave belp from God, 
* and the Chariot Wheels _—— — Lord, 
* forgive my Omiſſions, and keep'me in way of 
* Duty. Tx 

As to the {tate of his Soul in theſe Years, it ſhould 
ſeem by his Diary, that he was exerciſed with ſome 
Doubts and Fears concerning it. TI think, (ſaith he) 
never did any poor Creature paſi through fuck « mixture 
of Hope and Fear, Joy and Sadneſk Aſſurance and Doubt» 
ing, down and up, &s I have done rhefs Tears paſt-— (The 
Notice of this may be of uſe r6 poor drooping Chriſti- 
ans, that they may know their Caſe. is nor fingular ; 
and 
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and that if God for « ſmell Moment hide bis Face 
from them, be deals with chem no# otherwiſe than as 
he uſeth ſometimes ro deal with the deareſt of his Ser- 
vants). It would-affe& one; ro heer one that liv'd a 
Life of Communion with God, complaining of great 
(traitnels in Prayer. No Life at af in the Duty, many 
Wandrings ; If my Prayers wert written down, and my 
vain Thiughts interlined, H/hat incoherens Nonſenſe 
would there be? I am aſhamed, Lord, I am aſhamed, 
© pitty, and Pardem. To hear him ſuſpecting the work- 
ings of Pride of Hears, when he gave an Acconnt to a 
Friend, NuSn_y him, touching rhe ſucceſs of 
his & rt he ſhoald” record rhis concern- 
ing bimſelf, wich «bis Ejaculation annexed, The Lord 
pardon and ſubdue: Twas @ Bign that he kept « very 
warchful-Eye upon the Motions of his own Hearr. 

To hear bim charging it. upon himſelf,” thayhe was 
preſenr ar fach a Duty io the midft of many Diftraci- 
' ons not reſting ſweerneſs in it, 9c. When a Fire is 
' fir kindled [faith he) e is a deal of Smoak and 
| Smother, char afterwards wears away 3 fo in young 
i Converts, much peeviſhneſs, frowardneſs, darkneſs : 
| 


$» it bath been with my Soul, and /o ith yet in a great 
meaſure: Lord pity,and do not Quench the ſmoaksng Flax ; 
| though & jet it do but ſmoak, let theſe Sparks be blown 
| up into a Flame, . ; 

' Great Mercieg but poor Returns, fignal Opportunities but 
' fmall Improvements : Such are his Complainrs frequently 
g himſelf, And thongh faw or none excell'd 
{i him in profirable Diſcourſe, yer in that be often be- 
' wails his Barroneſs, and Unprofirableneſs. Lirtle 
1 good done or porten ſuch a day for want of a Heart ; 'm 
'* my Sin Shame, O that I bad Wings like a 
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Yer when he wanted a Faith of Affurance, he I'd 
by a Faith of Adherence. Such a Day (faith be} 4 
full Reſignation was made of all my" Concernments, into 
the Hands of my Heavenly Father, let bim ws with me, 
as ſeemerh in bu Eyes; I am learning and labouring 
to live by wry Lord be/p.my Unbelief,” Another time 
he notes, that many perplexing Fears being upon bis 
Spirir, they were all filenced with that ſweer Ward 
which was (eaſonably bronght 10 bis r 
Fear none of theſe things which rhou ſhalt ſuffer. | 
He very frequently kept Days of ' Faſting and Hy+ 
miliation in ſecrer, which be calls, his Days-of Arone- 
ment, Sometimes be obſerved theſe monthly, and fome- 
times only npon ſpecial occaſions ; but the Mennoran- 
dums in his Diary (not only while be was at Worehow- 
bury, but often after) 'ſhew what ſweer Commuoionhe 
had with Ged in thoſe ſolemn Duties, "which no” Eye 
was Witneſs to, bur bis who ſees jn ſecrer, ahd will re- 
ward openly. Remember (O my Soul) (ach « Day, & 4 
Day of more thew ordinary Eng 1 entred into, and 
rong Reſolutions taken up of cloſer Walking, ' and mere 
Watchfulnefl, O my God, undertake for me! And apon 
another of thoſe Days of ſecrer Prayer and Humiliati 
on, he notes, If ſowing in Tear? be ſo ſweet, what they 
will the Harveft be when T ſhall reap in Foy ? © Bleſt the 
ord, O my Soul, who forgiveth all thine Iniquities, "and 
ill in due time heal all thy Diſeaſes, 


—— 
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CHAP. IV, 


His Marriage,” Family, Family Religion, and 
the Education of hi cbildres. y- 


He remoyed from Emera/, to the Houſe in #or:ben- 
bury, which the Judge bad built for him, in Febru- 
al 1657, and then had one of his Siſters with 
to keep his Houſe. No ſooner had be « Tent, but if | 
| God had an Altar im it, and a ſmoaking Altar. 
| There be (er vp Repgriton on Evenings, 8nd 
0 it 


welcom'd his lf 
Chriſtian Fri his Bre- < 

and Pray-Yf { 

bl 

E 


thren in the Minilt ay F 
int iſtry, 

| Er at his Houle, 1 is, Ps. fot they had 
built new Houſes, they muſt dedicate them (referring 

to Deut, 20, 5. and. Bal, 30, vt.) that is, they mult 

| IinviteGod ao their s, and deyore chem 20 his Ser- Bf 1; 
| VICe, t] 


Proyidence baying, thus brought hin iuo a Houle of | 1 
| hisow 7 for him. 
| kom io ly nd þ Her frm 


'$) ion from the Father, 4pr. 26. 1660. be Mar f ; 
| Katherine , the ouly ter- and Heirels off ,, 
Mr. Dexie! Matthews, of Broag-Oak, in the Town ;, 
ſhip of 1/coyd, in Flint-ſpire, (but in the Pariſh of MY 7; 
p<, which is in Cheſbire, and about ewo Miles diſtant be 
- from Whitchurch, a conſiderable Markes Town ir Y ©, 
Shropſhire). Mrs, Matthews was a Gentlemap of a ve-YÞ uf 
| 7 competent Ries 3 fuck a one as King Fame ibcÞY ac 
irſt usd to ſay was the bappieſt Lot of all atbers ff mi 

which ſer a Man below the Office of a Juſtice of Peace, 


and 


and above that of a Petry-Conſtable. This was his 
only Child : very fair and honourable Overtures had 
been made for her diſpofal ; but it pleaſed God (o rg 
order Events, and to over-rule the Spirits of thole con- 
cern'd,”that ſhe was reſerv'd tro be a Bleſſing rothis 
good Man, in things pertaining botb to Life and Godl/i+ 


nej). 

7 purpoſe of Marriage was publiſhed in the Church 
three Lord's Days before; a laudable Practice, which 
he greatly approved, and perſwaded others to, 

The Day before his Marriage, he kept as a Day of 
ſecret Prayer and Fafting. 

He usd to ſay, Thoſe who would have comfort in 
that Change of their condition, muſt ſee to ir, thar 
they bring none of the Guilc of the Sin of their fingle 
Yate with them into- the married Stare. And the pre- 
ſence of Chriſt at a Hedding, will turn the Water into 
Wine ; and he will come, if he be invited by 
Prayer, 

He took all occafions while he liv'd, to expreſs his 
thankfulneſs ro God, for the great comfort he had in 
this Relation, 4 day of Mercy (fo be writes on his 
Marriage day) . never” to be ff God had given 
him one (as he writes afterwards) every way bil beiper, 
in whom be had mich comfort, and for whont be t | 
God with all by Heart. He writes in his Diary, dprot 


26, 1680, This day we bave been Married Twenty Tears, 


in which time we have rtceived of the Lord more than 
Twenty Thouſand Mercie: ; toGod be Glory: Sometimes 
be writes; we haye been (o long Married,and never 
conciled; rhar is,there was never any occafion for ir, Hi 


uſual Prayer for his Friends in the Married State] was | 


according to bis own Pcactiſe"inthar Stare 3 T 
might be mutually | ſerviceable q each others Fain 
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pe plamed by the fide*of bis Houſe. By her 
: gave him fix Children, all born within lefs than 
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and Holineſi, and joyntly ſerviceable toGod's Honour and 


Glory. 

Her Father, though he put ſome Hardſhipy-apon 
him in the Terms, and had been ſomewhat averſe ro 
the Match, yer by Mr. Henry's great Pradence, and 
God's good Providence, he was influenced to give a 
free conſent to it ; and he himſelf, with bis own Hand, 
gave her in Marriage, From this, as from other Ex- 
periences, Mr. Henry had learned to fay with Afu- 
rance 3 It 5; not in vain ro wait upon God and to heep 
bis way, Mr. Matthews (ertled part of his Eftare be- 
fore Marriage upon them and theirs ; be lived abour 
ſeven Years after ; and when he dyed, the remainder 
of ic came ro them. This comperemt Eſtate which the 
Divine Providence brought into his Hand, was not on- 
ly a Comforrable Support to him when be was turn'd 
our of his Living, and when many Faithful Miniſters 
bf Chrift' were redaced to great Poverty and Straits ; 
bur ir enabled him fikewiſe, as he bad opportunity, ro 
Preach "the Goſpel / which he did to bis dying 
Day 3; and” nor only ſo,” bur ro give for the Relief of 
orbers that were in want, in which he fow'd plentiful- 


,"to 2 very large Poon of his Income ; and of- 
thn Gad-charhe had wherewithal, remembring 
che words of the Lord; how he ſaid, It 5s more bleſ- 


to give than to receive, 
uk was his Honſe, #nd ſach the Vine which God 


| ay ; the rwo eldeſt Sons, Fobn and Matthew : 
the other four Daughters, Sarah, Katharine, Eleanor 


and Ann, His eldett Son Joi dpedof the Mea/les in 
rxth year of his Age 3-and the reſt were in Mercy 

inned ro him. 
The 


The Lord having built him up jeco a Family, be 
was careful and fanbful in making good his _—_ 
Vow at bis Ordination, that be "and bis Houſe 
ſerve the Lord. He would often ſay, That we are rev 
ally that which we are relatively. It is nor fo mach 
what we are at Church, as what we are in our Famin 


lies, Religion in the Power of it will be Fanuly Reli- * 


gion, . In this bis Practiſe was very Exemplary ; be 
was one that walked befare his Houle in a perfeCt way, 
with a perfet Heart, and therein behay'd himſelf wile» 
ly. His conſtant Care and prudent endeavour was not 
only xo pur away Iniquiry far from his Tabernacle, 
bur rhaz where he dwelt, the word of Chrift might 


dwell richly, If be might bave no other Church, yer | 


be bad a Church in his Houſe. 


He made Conſcience of Cloſet -Horſbip, and did: £ . 


bound in it, not making his Fams-y-FPorſkip wo 
for that. _ He hath this affecting Norte in his Diary; 
upon the removing of his Cloſes, bur from one Room 
in the Houſe toanother 5 this y (faith he) my new 
Cloſer was Conſecrazed, it Lmay fo lay, with this Pray+ 
er; That all the Prayers that ever ſhould be made in 3t, 
according to the Will of God," Morning, Evening, , and 


at Noon-day, ordingry\qrextraordinary, might be accepr> 
ed of God, and obtain 4 graciouw , Amen and 
Amen. It was the Caution and Advice which be fre- 


quently gave to his Children and Friends; Be fuce 


you look to your Secret Duty, keep that up whatever. 


you do ; the Soul cannot proſper in the neglect of ir, 
He obſerved that Apoſtaf generally begins at the Cla- 
ler-door. Secrer Fiber is firſt neglected, and care- 
leſly performed, "then: frequently omixred, and after a 
while wholly caft off; and then farewel God and Chritt 
and all Religion, 


E 2 He 
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He alſoadvis'd, that Secret Duay be perform'd ſecret- 
#, which was the. Admeniziog. ht gave ſometimes to 
thoſe who. cauſed their Voice to be beard on aigh in 
that Duty. 

Belides this, be and bis Wife conſtantly prayed coge- 
ther Morning and Evening 5 and leldog jt they were 
together as home Or abroad was 4 intermitted ; and 


-ffom bis own Experience of the Benefit of this Practile, 


He would.z2ke all opportunities to recommend it t0 
| #þole 4 in that Relation, as conducing very wuch to the 
"comfort of it, and ro their furtberance in that, which 
he would ofcen ſay, is the great Duty of Yoke-fcllows ; 
and 40 do oll they can to help one another to Hea- 
»en. He would (ay, that this Duty of Hugbands and 


| 3 Wiyes Praying together, is intimated in that of the A- 


*polile, - 1 Pes, 347+ where.chey are Exhorted to /ive as 
118 $ogether of the Grace of Life, that their Prayers 

zallytheic Prayers cogerher) be ne hindred ; that 
ing may. be doue ig hynder them from Praying t0- 
r, Nor 40 hinder ahem in js, nor 10 ſpoil the Suc- 


ceſs of thole Prayers, T his - Sanctifies 'the Relation, 
Ez in-a Plefding upon. ity makes the Com- 


of it the more 4weeg, andthe Cares and Croſles 
3tthe more cafe, and is an excelleny means of pre- 
 {erving and encreafing: Love. ja the Relation. - Many 
to whom hebath recommended the Practiſe of this 


4 Daty, have blefied God for him, and for his advice 


concerning it., When be was abrgad and lay with 
any of his Friends, be would mind them of his Rl, 
Thet they who he t: gether muſt pray eqgetber, In the pe 
formance of 1his part of his daily Worſhip he was - 
ally ſhort, bur gften auch affected. + 

Befdes theſe be made Conſcience, and made a Buſincls 
of Fanul/-Worſhip in all the paris of it; and init be was 
uniform, Reddy and conſtant, from the time thas be 
Was 
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was firlt called ro-rhe Charge of « Family, to his dy- 
ing Day ; and dccarding to bis own ce; he 
all oceations-ro "preſs # ypoen others. - 'His 
once from 'Fofh. 24.' v5. we That Family-Wor ſb, 
Family- Daty. © He would ſay ſonerinics, if the- 
ſhip of God be not if the Houſe; wrire,/ Lord AT; 
Mercy on wu, upan"the Door ; for there is Plague, o 
Curſe in it, [cis the Judgment of Arch- 
/on, in that excellent Book which he 
betore his Death upon uhis Subj 
mily Worſhip # f6 neceſſary to 
and Religion-in the Minds of Men, _ A 
any Family that neg lefivit, can in veaſon ofteemed a 
Family of Cries, 'or- indeed to havs any 
all. How earncitly would Mr. reaſon 
ple ſometimes'abour this Matter, and tell them what ay s 
| Bleſſing it would bring upon them and their Houſes, 
; and all that my had. He thar makes his Hoaſe a [it+ 
. tle Church, ſhall find, rthar God will make ir a litele 
- SanRuary. It may be of uſe to give & particular AG 
X count of his Practiſe in this Matter, becauſe it was ve- 
- ry Exemplary, As ro the Time of ir, his Rale 
'S commonly the earliee-the beurer both Maningand 
B vening; inthe Morning before Worldiy Bu 
y ed in, early will Fr ſerh thee | Herthin is the firſt 
is have the-firſk ; nor is ic fic chat the” Worſhip of 
ce I ſhould ftand by and wait while the Worlds rurn is fer? 
th I ved. And catly in the Evening, befoce the Childrew 
le, I and Servants began ro be fleepy ; and therefore 'if it 
c- BW might be be would have Prayer at Night before So 
u- I per, tharthe Body mi Lagos ce os, 
Soul in that Service of God. Ard indeed he did'in-- 
cls | duſtrioufly contrive all the Circumftances of his#Batgis - 
vas I ly-Worſhip, © as t0 make it moſt folemniand mot 
be II likely to anſwer the end. He Ws made it the Br , 
3 finels 


_ 
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faels of every dey, ard not (as too many make it) 
« By-buſine(s; "This being bis Gzed -Principle, all o- 
ther affairs muſt be ſure 16 give wayto this. And be 


. 


* tell tholg why objected againſt Family-Worthip, 


thar chey could nor gectime for ic 5 that if they would 


Hur pur on Chriſtian Reſolution ar firſt, they would 


not find the Difficulty fo great ag they imagined ; bur 
«fer a while, their other Aﬀairs would fall in eaſily 
and naturally with this, eſpecially where there is that 
Wiſdom which is profitable to dire. - Nay, they would 
fiad it10 be a great preſerver of Order and Decency 
in a Family, and would be likg a Hem tg all their 0- 
ther Bulineſs, to keep it from Ravelling, He was e- 
ver careful to beve all his Family at Family- 
Worthip ; though ſomerimes living in the Country be 
had a great Houſhold ; yet be would have not only 
his Children and Sojourners, (if he bad any) and Do- 
meſtick- Servants, but Iris Workmen and Day-Labou- 
rers, and all that were employ'd for him, if they were 
Within call ro be preſent, to join wjth him in this Ser- 
vice; and as it was &4n a&t of his Chariry many 
ti to fer them to work for bim, fo to that he 
added this act of Piety, to ſer them rg work for God, 
And uſually when hb: peid bis Warkmen their Wages, 
he gave them fome gaed Counſel; abqut their Souls : 
Yer if ay that ſhould come to Family-Wathhip were 


3: ara diſtance, and muſt be ftaid for long, he would ra- 


ther want them, than put the Daty muck out of time ; 
and would ſometimes lay at a Night, Better one away 
than all ſleepy. 

The Performances of bis Family-Worſhip were the 
ſame Morning and Evening. He obferved that under 
the Law, the Morning .and the Evening Lamb, bad 


The ſame Mea:t-offering and Drink-offerity, Exad. 29. 


3844. He always began wich a fhorr, bur very 
ſolemn 
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Grace, Ailiftance .and Acceptance ; particularly beg- 
ing « Bleiſing updn the word to be read, in reference 


to which he ofren/put up this Petition ; That the ſam _ 


Spirit that indited tbe Scripture, wild enable w to un- 
derſtand the Seripeure, mt ta make up ſomething to our" 
ſelves aut of it that may do ws good: And elteeming the 
Word of Gud as bis neceflary Food, he would fome- 
times pray'its « Morning, that our Souls might bave 8s 
good Mealrout f 3t. He commonly concluded eyen this 
ſhore Prayer, as be did alſo bis Bleſſings before and af- 
ter Meas, with a Daxo/ogy, as Pau/upon all occafions, 
To bim be'Glory, &c. which is properly Adoration, and 
is an Efſtntialpanof Prayer. 

He next fung a Pſalm, and commonly be ſang D&- 
vids Plalms in order, throughout 3 ſomerimes 
the old Tranſlation, bur generally Mr, Barton's; and 
his uſual way was to fing a whole Plalm throughoar, 
tb6 perhaps a long one, and to fing quick ; (yer with 
good variety of proper and pleaſant Tunes) and that 
be might do (o, uſually rhe Pfalm was ſung without 
reading the Line berwixr , (every one in the Family 
baving & Book) which be preferred much before the 
common way of | Singing , where ir mighr convye- 
niently be dane,” #3 more agreeable to the Practiſe of 
the Primitive Church, and the Reformed Churches a- 


broad and by this means he” rhought the Dary  þ 
Fpirie and*. 


more likely t@ be performed #n 
with the Underſtanding 3 the Serie» being not fo 
broken, noe the ae bins imerrapred, - as in read- 
ing the Line: berwizt. He would fay, that a Scrip- 
truce. Graund for fnging Pſalms in” Families, mighs- 
be taken from P/a/.118. 15; The voice of Roving 
and of Salvation, * in the Fabernaclet of the Rig ; 
and that it is a wy to hold forth Godlinels _ 


, 
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ſolema Prayer, imploring the Divine Preſence and * 


: 
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* Fab's Scarlet Thiead, Foſb. 2. 47.) to fuck as pals by 
cur Windows. 

He next read a Portion of Scripwure , taking the 

| Bible in order; and would ſometimes blame thole. who 

only pray in their Families, and do nor read the Scrip- 

aure: In Prayer we ſpeak to Gody by the Word he 

*Apcaks to us ; and is there any reaſon (laith he) that we 

d ſpeak all. In the Tabernacle the Priefts were eve- 

| oof ro burn Incenſe, and to light the Lampys the for- 

mer Figuring the Duty 'of Prayer, the latier 4he Duiy 

of reading the Word. Sometimes he would lay. thole 

do well that Pray Morning and Evening in their Fami- 

lies, thoſe do beuer that pray and read the Scsiprures 5 

but thoſe do 'beft of all, that pray and read and fing 

Plalms, and Chriſtians ſhould cover earneſtly the beſt 

 Gifrs. | 

| He adviſed the reading of the Scripture in order ; 

_ for though one Star in the Firmament of the Scripture 

>. _ differ from another Star in Glory, yet wherever God bath 

| & Mouth to ſpeak, we ſhould have an Ear to hear ; and 

| the diligent ſearcher may find much excellent Matter in 

| thoſe parts of Scripture, which we are ſomerimes tempt- 


ed to think, might have been ſpar'd. How affectio- 
nately would be ſometimes bleſs God far every Book and 
= Chapter, and Verſe and Line in the Bible. 
'i Whar be read in bis Family he always expqunded : 
l& and exborted all :Miniftersto do ſa, 45 an. excellent 
F means of encreating their acquaintance with.tbe Scrip- 
rare. His Expofitions were not ſa mugh Critical, as 
Plain and Practical, and Uleful ; : ard fuch as tended 
Edification, and 40anſwer the end: far which the 
Mviarures were written, . which js to make, us wile ro 


| Salvation. And bercin he had a peculiar Excellence 
= perfor ming. that daily Exercile with. ſo mych Judg- 
| m2at, a nd at the ſame time with fuch FOcHUY a6 
JT lear- 


: 
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Clearneſs, as if every Expoſitiog had been premec 
ted ; and very inſt ective they were; -as well as 
feting to the Auditors. His Obſervations were ms, .,. 
ny times very pretty and ſurprizing, and ſuch as« 1] 
ſhall nog ordinarily meet with. Commonly in his Exe 
poſitions he reduced the Mater of the Chapter 
Plalmread, to ſome Heads ; not by a Logical Ava 
which ofren minceth is roo ſmall, and confounds the: 
ſenſe with the Terms; bur by fach a Di as 
the Matter did mo(t eafily and unforcediy:/ fall igto. * 
He ofren mentioned that ſaying of Tertulljan's, F adore; | 
the fulneſs of the Scriptures ; and (omerimes rhat; Scrip- 
turs ſemper babrt aliquid relegentibu. When fome- 
times be had hit upon ſome uſeful Obleryarion thae 
was new to him, "he would fay afterwards to thoſe a-- 
bout him 3; Hew ofien have I read this Chapeer, and ne« 
2 ver before now took Notice of ſuch 4 thing in it, He 
© put his Children, while they were with him, to write- 
- theſe Expoſitions ; and when they were gone from him;. 
n 


hal at. 


: 
Lo 
H 


the Strangers that ſojourned with hiav did the- ſame, 
What Collections his Children had, though but broken 
[- and very imperfect hints ; yer, when afterwards they- 
> | were dilpoſed of | in the World, were of good uſe to: 
d | them and their Families. Some Expofitions of this 
nature, that is, plain and practical , and helping rq: 
raiſe the Aﬀections and gtide the Converſation by «- 
me Word, he often wiſhed were Publiſhd by ſome 
P- | Hand, forthe benefirof Families : Bur ſuch was bis 
« | great Modeſty and Self-diffidence (though few more 
ed able for it) thar he wou!ld never be perſwaded ro ar-*< | 
he | remprt any thing of, that kind himſelf. As anevidence+ 
Of how much his Hearr was upon ir; to haye the +4 | 
ce, | of God read and underfiond in Families; rake this 
paſſage our of his Loſt 7:1 and Teftament : I give: Þ 
| 
[7 


| 
| 
3a | 
| 
| 
| 


ang bequeath to each of my Four Daughters My; PRs. | 
E 5 Brgliſb- |} 
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og Annot ations upon the Bible, in two Volumes, of 
the laſt and beſt Edition that ſhall be to be bad at the 
time of my Deceaſe; togerber with Myr. Batton's laſt 
and bt Tranſlation of the Singing Pſalms, one to each 
of them ; requiring and requeſting them to make daily 
of of the ſame, for the Inſtruftzon, Edification, and 

enport of themſelves and their Families, Bur *'tis time 
we proceed ro the Method of his Family Wor- 
ſhip. . 

he Chaprer or Pſalm being Read and Expound- 
ed,be requir'd from bis Children ſome account of whar 
they covid remember of ir; and fomerimes would diſ- 
coarſe with them plainly and familiarly about it, that 
be might lead rhem into an acquaintance with ir; and 
(fit might be) impreſs ſomething of it upon their 
Hears. 

He then Pray'd, and. always Kneeling, which he 
looked npon 28 the firreft and moſt proper Geftare for 
Prayer 5 and he rook care that bis Family ſhould ad- 
drels themſelves tothe Dary , with the ourward Ex- 
preflions of Reverence and Compoſedneſs. He uſu- 
ally ferchd his Matter and Expreſſions in Prayer, 
from the Chaprer that was read, and the Pſalm that 
was ſung, which was often very affeQing, and helped 
much to tir up and excite praying Graces. He ſome- 
| times obſery'd in thoſe Plalms, where reference is bad 

T1o the Scripture Stories, as Pſal.$3. and many others, 
that tboſe who are well acquainted with the Scriptures, 
| would nor riced ro meke ule of the help of preſcribed 
| * Forms, which are very neceſſary for thoſe that cannor 
| dothe Duty withour them, but are becoming thoſe 

that can 3 as 2 Go-cart is ncedful ro a Child, or 
W  Crotches tro one that is Lame, bur neither of them 
| | piped): to one that needs them not : "Twas the 
gd Compariſon be commonly uſed in this Matter. In 
{'f Family- 


The L 1's & of Mr Philip Henry, * 83 
Family-Prayer he was uſually moſt full in giving; 
Thanks for Family-Mercies, confefling Family-Sios, 
and beging Family-Blefings. Very particular he. 
would fomerimes be in Prayer for his Family 5.44 *. 
any were abſent, they were ſure to haye an expreſs 
Perition put up for them, He us'd to obſerye concerns 
ing Fob, Chap. 1.5. that be offered Burnt-offerings fo# 
bis Children, according ca the number "of them all, any 
Offering for each Child ; and ſo would be fomerimes- 
in Praying for his Children, put up a Petition far each- 
Child. He always obſeryd at the Annual 

the Birth day of each of bis Children, to bleſs. 
God for his Mercy to bim and bis Wife in that Child ;: 
the giving of it, the continuance of it, the 

they had in it, &c. with ſome ſpecial Requeſt 30 
for that Child. Every Servant and Sojourner, at: 
their coming into his Family -and their going aus, 
(befides the daily Remembrances of them) had a pax» © 
ticular Petition ,put up far them, according as ih 
Circumftances were. The Strangers that were. ar: 
any time within his Gates, be was wont parti to- 
recommend ro God in Prayer, with much 
and Chriſtian Concern for them and their 
ments. He was daily mindful of thoſe that de 
bis Prayers far them, and would ſay ſometimes, It we 
great Comfort that God knows who we mean in Prager; 
though we do nat name them. Particular Providence 
concerning the Country, as to Htalch or Sick 
good or bad Weather, or the like, \he commonly « 
Notice of in Prayer, asthere was octafion 3 and wank 
ofren beg of God to fir us for the 'next Fravid 
whatever it might be : Nor did hc'ever forget 
for the Peace of Feruſalem. He always 
mily-Prayer, both Morning and Evening 
lema Benediction, afier the Doxology 3 The 
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of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
+ Ghoſt, be with w, &c. Thus did he daily bleſs bis 
Heuſtold. 
mediarely after the Prayer was ended, his Chil- 
© dren1ogerber,wicth bended Knee, ask'd Blefling of hin 
"and their Morher ; that is, defired of them to pray to 
"God'ro bleſs them : which Blefling was given with 
- grear Solemnity and Afﬀection ; and if any of them 
were abſent, they ever remembred, The Lord help you 
ard your Brother, or you and your Siſter that is ab- 
, 15, . * 
P This was bis daily Worſhip, which he rarely alter- 
ed (unleſs as'is after mentioned) though he went from 
heme never {o early, or returned never {© late, or had 
never ſo much buſineſs for his Servants to do; He would 
fy, tharſomerimes be ſaw Caule to ſhorten them ; bur 
he would feidom omit any ; for if an Excuſe be ad- 
mired for an Omifſion, it will be often returning. 
He was nct willigg (unleſs the neceflity were urgent) 
hi. racy ſhonld go from his Houſe in a Morning before 
' Family-Worthip ; bur upon ſuch an Occaſion would 
{mind Lis Friends, thats Prazer and Provender never bindar | 
4 Fourney. , 
| +: tie managed his daily Family-Worſhip, ſo as to | 
| .= ke ic 2 Pleature and nota Task ro bis Children and 
| \ Seryancs 3 for be was ſeldom long, and never tedious | 
© 3n the Service ; the variety of the Duties made it the 
| 
S 


| 
| 


- Wore picaſant ; ſo that none who join'd with him had 

” ever any rca'on to ſay, Behold what a Wearineſs is ir ! 

Sach an Exccilent Faculty be bad of rendiing Religi- 

"on the moſt ſweer and aimable Employment in the q 
World ; and fo carcful was be (like Facob) to drive l 
whe, Children could go, not putting new Wine into old fl 
Boeples. If lome good %ople that mean well would fc 

” "do likewiſe, it might prevent many of thole Prejui- 

Ccs 
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ces which young Perlons are gpt to ive againſt 
Religion, when the Services of it are made a Toll and 4 
a Terror io rhem. A 1 
On Thurſday Evenings (inftead of Reading) be Car» Þ 
techized bis Children gnd Servgrits, in the » 
Catechiſm, with the Pragfs, or ſometimes in a liule Can? © 
rechilm, Concerning the matter of Prayer, publi in. 
the Year 1674. and ſaid i be wriaen ”y Dr. Collins, + | 
which they learned for their belp. in-che Gifs of Pray" | 
er , and be Explain'd it to them. Orelle they \Read,.. | 


and he Examined them in ſome other uſeful Book, as- 
Mr. Pool's Dialogues agaioſt ihe Papitts,-- the Aftm- 
blies Confetfion of Faith with che Sgriptuzes, as. the 
like. % 
On Saturday Evenipgs, bis Children and Servants © 
gave him an Account what they copld remember of -_} 
the Chapters that had been Exponnded all the Week © 
before , in order, cacba ſeveral part, helping one ano» 
thers Memories for the Recoliecting of it. +This he |! 
call'd gathering up the Fragments which remained, thas.. | 
nothing might be loſt. tHe would fay to them ſome- h 
times as Chrift ro his Diſciples, Have ye underftood af 
theſe things? If not, he took that occaſion to explain 
them more fully. This Exercile (which be —_— | 
ly kept up all along) was both delightful and profita+ 
ble, and being managed by him with fo quch Pru+*; | 
dence and ſweeine(s, helped to inſtil into thoſe about ' | 
him berimes, the Knowledge and Love of the Holy -- | 
Scriptures. '4 
When he had Sojourners in his Family , who were * | 
able to bear a part in ſuch a Service, he had commons 1 
ly in the Wintertime fer Weekly Conferences on Que | 
| ſtions propos 'd, for their mutual Edification and Cam+ | 
| fort in the fear of God ; the Subſtance of what was 


ſaid 
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. vid, be bimiclf took and kept an Acconar of in Wri- 


. - + Bur the Lord's Day he called and counted the Queen 
-» "of Days, the Pearbof the Week; and obſerved is ac- 
-»cordiogly. The Fourth Commandment intimates a 
pecial regard 10 be had to the Sabbath in Families, 
boy and thy Son and thy Daugiter, Bec, it is the Sab- 
barb of the Lord in all your Diellings. In this there- 
- ears exaQt, and abounded in the work of 


inhis Family on that Day, Whatever were 
beC ances of his Pablick Opportanazies, (which 
varfd, as we ſhall fiad afterwards) his Family Religi- 
en on that day was the ſame: Extragrdinary Sacriti- 
"ces malt never ſuperſede the continual Burnt-cffering 
and bi Meat-:ffering, Numb. 28. 15. His common 
;” Salararion of bis Family or Friends, on the Lord's Day 
+. inthe Morning, was thar of the Primitive Chriſtians ; 
The Lard # riſen, be #. riſen indeed ; making it his 
chief Bofineſs on that day to Celebrate the Memory 

4 of Chrit's Reſurrection ; and be would fay ſometimes, 
+. Every Lord's Day, # 4 true Chriſtians Eaſter-day. He 
- took care to have bis Family ready early on thar'day, 
and was larger in Expoſition and Prayer on Sabbath- 
Mornings, than on other days. He would often re» 
#* member, that under the Law the daily Sacrifice was 
doubled on Sabbath-days, rwo Lambs in the Morning, 
and rwo in the Evening. He had always a particular 
Subjedt for bis Expofitions on Sabbath Mornings 3 the 

| rmony of rhe Evangeliſts ſeyeraltimes overzthe Scrip- 
"© rare Prayers;Old Teſtament Propheſies of Chriſt 5 Chriſt 
the true Treaſure ({o he Entituled that SubjeR) ſought and 
found in the Field of the Old Teſtament, He conſtantly 
_ "ſung a Plalm afrer Dinner, and another after- Supper, 
on the Lord's Dayes. And in the Evening of the Day 
his Children and Seryants were Careckized and Exa- 
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mined in the ſenſe and meaning of the Anſwets in the)” 
Catechiſm, that rhey might nor (ay ir (as he uſed 10- | 
tell them) tfike «a Parrot, by Ree. the Days -- 
Sermons were repeared; commonly by ane of % 
Children when'they we rowryup, and while they 
were with him 5 and ihe Famiity gave. an Acco 
what they could remember of the word" of the D 
which he endeayoured to faften apon then, «s & 
in a fare place, ' In his Prayers on the Evening of the 
Sabbath, he was often more than ordinarily E d3# 
a$ onethat found not only God's Service perfect Frgp-" ' 
dom, but his Work its own Wages ; ard a prear [ 
ward ; not only after keeping, bur (as he uſed to ob- 7; 
ſerve from Pſ. 19. 11.) in keeping God's Commandment s:”" 
A perfect Reward of Obedience in Obedience, In.. , 
that Prayer he was afually very particular, in pray* 
ing for his Family andall chat belong'd to it. ' It wasa 
Prayer heofren put up,that we might bave Grace to car- '* 
ry it ar«Mgpiſter, and aMiniſter's Wife aud a Miniſfter's' 
Children, and a Miniſter's Seroamurs ſhould carry it , that © 
the Miniſiry might in nothing be blamed. He . 
ſometimes be a particular Interceffor for the Towns ©," 
and Pariſhes adjacent : How have I heard bim, when 
he hath been in the Mount with God, in a Sabbath &- ” 
vening Prayer, wreſtle with the Lord for Cheſter, and ' >| 
Shrew:bury, and Nantwich, and Wrexham, and Whit "| 
church, &c. thoſe neſts of Souls, wherein there are | 
lo many , that carinot diſcern berween their Righe 
Hand and their Left in Spiritual things, &c, He clo-; 
ſed his Sabbath : Work in his Family with finging 
Pſalm 134. and after it a folemn Bleſſing of bis Fa- 
mily. 

Thus was be Prophet and Prieſt in bis own Houſe z 
and he was King there too, Ruling in the fear of God, 
and not ſuffering Sin apon any-under hisRoof, 


= 


| 
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—; witha Spirir gf Meckneſs, and ſoon afier parted with 


: wens from bis Service till they were Married, and 
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He had many Years ppt Servant that was 
once overnaken in Drink .abrogd ; for which, rhe 


next Morning at Family-Worlhip, be ſolemnly Re- 
/ proved him, admonifh'd bim, . and, Prayed for him 


bim. Burt there were many that were. his Servants, 
., who by the Bliefling of God upon his Eadeavours, got 
thoſe good Impreſſions upon their Souls, which they re- 
tain's ever afrer ; and bleſſed God with all rheir 

, that eyes they came under his Roof. Few 


went to Families of rheir own; and ſome afrer they had 
been Married, and had Bury 'd their Yoke fellows, re- þ 
turn'd to bis Service again, ſaying, Maſter, it iz good ff | 
tobe bere. 

He brought up his Children in the fear of God, with | / 
a great deal of Care and Tenderne(s, and did by bis f \ 
Practiſe, as well as- upon all occafions in Diſcourſes, | v 
condemn the Indiſcretiona of thoſe Parepis, who are 
partial io their affections to cheir Childe®, making | t! 
a Difference between them, which be obſeryed did of- | n 
ten prove of ill Conſequence in Families 3 and lay a | te 
" Foundation of Envy, co and Diſcord, which | v 
rarns to their ſhame and ruine, His Carriage towards his | he 
Children was with great MildaeGs and Gentlenels,as one | it, 


”” who defir'd rather to be loved: than feared by them, | b. 


He was as careful not to provoke them to Wrath, nor 
to diſcourage them, as he was to bring them up in the | m 
*. Nurture and Admonition of the Lord, He Ral'd indeed, | th; 
and kept up his Antboriry, but it was with Wiſdom 
and Love, and with a bigh Hand. He allowed his 
Children a great degree of F:cedom, with bim, which 
gave bim the opportunity of reaſoning them, not 
frigbtning chem inco that which is good, -. He did mach] « 
towards. the laltraction of his Children, in the way 
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of Familiar Diſcougls, .according*to- thay Excellent 
Directory for+ Religious Education, Deans. 6.97 Tha © 
ſhalt whet theſe things (© zhe word is which he (aid 
nored frequent Repetition of the lame things) upon ry. 
Children, and ſhalt talks of 'tbers arben.. theu fitteſ# in 
tby Houſe, &c, whtith made them love home; angie» 
light in bis Company, -and grealy eadegr'd Religion 
t0 them). ; | 
He did. pot burthen his Childrens «Memories by fmm- 
poling upgr then the getting of 'Chapters.and Plaſms ., 
withous Book; but endeayoured-2o make the while -- 
word of Gad familiar ro them, eſpecially che Seriprine © 
Stories, 'and to bring chem 4 uaderitand ir and love << 
it, and then they would. cafily remember is; He 
us'd to obſerve from Pſal. 119. 93- I will never X 
thy Precepts, for with them thau baft quickned me 3 that 
we are then likely to remember the word of God 
when it doth us good. ' 
He raughr all his Children to wrice bimſelf, and ſer 
them betimes to write Sermons, and other «hings that 
might be of uſe to them : He raught his eldeft Daugb- 
ter the Hebrew Tongue when ſhe was about fix or ſe» 
ven Yearsold, by an Engliſh Hebrew Grammar, which” 
he made on purpoſe for ber ; and ſhe went fo farvin” 
it, as t© be able ceadily ro Read and Conſtrue a Hes 
brew Pſalm. ; 

He . drew up a. ſhore Form of the Bapiif- 
mal Covenant , for the uſe of bis Children ; it was 
this : 

I take Gad the Father to be my chiefeſt Good, and 

biebeft End. 

I takes God the Son to be my" Prince and 

view r, 
I take God the Holy Ghoſt to be my Santiifier, 


Guide aud Camforter. p 
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*" I eaht che Hard of Goid vo be my Rule in all my Aftions. 

And- the People of God te be wy Pepe in all Con- 
© 1,49 lihgrnifſer Devore and Dedieags unto the Lord 
my whole lf, all 1am, tl I have, and alll 
4 þ £c4n j 

and thi Tde delibergitly, ſincerely, freely and for ever. 

This he taught bis Childreg, and they each of 1bem 
foleuinly repeated it every Lord's Day in the Evening, 
aſter ibey were Cacechized, be paning bis 4men to it, 
and-fomerinnes adding, {a:/ay, and./a do, and 50u are 

ver. 
. +. He allo trosk pains with them, ro iead. them imo the 
U of it, and i6 perſwade them ra a free 
and cheerful nt 20 it, And when they grew up, 
he made them all write it over. leyerally with their 
own Hands, and very ſolemnly ſer their Names to it, 
which he told them be would keep by bim, and ir 
ſhould be produced as a Teſtimony againſt them, in 
Caſe they ſhould afterwards depart from God, and 
tarn from following after him. | 
\ He was careful to bring lis Children betimes (when 

"they. were about Sixteen Years of Age,) to the Ordi- 
nance of the Lord's Supper, to take the Covenant of 
Gad upen themſelves, and to make their Dedication to God 
their cwn At and Deed; and a great deal of pains 
be wok with them, to prepare then for that great Or- 
dinance, and fo to tranſmit them into the State of adulr 
Church-memberſhip: And he would often blame Pa- 
"regs, who would think themſelves undone if they had 


+ *pot their Children baptized, apd yet tak ng care 


v 


when they grew ap and made a.profeſlion of the Chril- 
tian Religion, i6 perſwade them to the Lord's Supper. 
33414 (he-wanld ſay} Bud: and Bloſſoms are mar fruit 


they give hopes of, fruit, and Parents may and 
% ſhould 
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ſhould rake hold of the good beginning 
they ſee in their- Children” by greg * 
inuch tbe clvler 10, ard dead thens fo mp 
| the way (þat is cated Holy. By this-lolgme :# 
| the Door wich food baif-open before, « vired whe”, 

Thief, isſhux and bolted again{# Temptation, Andre 

thole who pleaded that they were norfir, Ts. 
| lay, that the ſurther they *wenr inr19- tbe World: rhe 
| fit they would be. «; Quinn oft bodre cras nin 
, erit, Not that Children ſhould: be comp we oh, 
4 thoſe thataze wilfulfy ignoram, untow 

admitted to ir, but thoſe Children ramets 
* well inclin'd ro rhe things of God, and appear 19” 
e concern'd in other Duries, of Religion, when they be>+. 
, gin ro pur away childiſh things, d be incited and 
r encouraged and perſwaded to this, that the matrer may 7 
,, be brought toan Iſſue, Nay, bur we will ſerve the Lord ; 
IT Faſt bind, faſt find. Abundant Thaoks-givings bave 
n been rendred to Gad by many of his Friends for his 
{ Advice and affiftance herein. 

In dealing with his Children about their ſpiritual _ 

n Stare, he took hold of them very much by the handle ** 
I” of their Infane-Baptiſm, and frequently inculcated n 
f upon them, that they were born in God's Houſe, 
d were betimes dedicated and given up to him, - and 
1S therefore were oblig'd to be his Servants, Pſal. 1 16: 16, © 
- [ am thy Ser vant, becauſe the Son of thy bandmaid. This" 
It he was wont to ilſntratero them bythe comparifon-af 
a” BW raking a Leaſe of 'a fair Eſtate for 4 Obild in the Ora» 
d dle, and putting bis Life into ir 3 The Child then te 
re I knows nothing of the matter, nor is he a of ” a 
i- lentirg 3 however, then be is maintained out 
Tf, and hath an Imereft init ; And when be 
4 BF becomes able ro chuſe, and refuſe for my = 
to his Landtord, and claim ghe Benefit of the 


it 
tat them 
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Shs and promiſe 16” pay theiRenr 4 and do the ſervices 
weltand good; he hath the Benefit of ic, if otherwile, 

is /is af his Peril. + Now Children {would be ſay) our 

' great Landlord was willing thar your Lyyes ſhould be 

put ico the Leaſe of Heaven and Happineſs, and 
* jt. was done accordingly; - by your Bapriſm, which 

* is the Seal of the Riphreonſneſs that # by Faith'; and 

+ * bychat- it was adur'd'»to you that if you-would pay 
*the Reatgnd do the Service; © that is, live a Life of 
Fakp nat Repentance,/ an4 ſidcete Obedience, you 
never be ryrn'd off che Terement ; | but if now 

; diſlike the Terms, © and'refule to pay this Rene 
Xn Rene; fo be would call ir, for it's no Rack)you 
" forfeir the Leaſe ; However you cannot but (ay, _y 

* you bad a Kindneſs done you, ro bave-your lives pur 

© into it. Thus did he frequently deal with bis Chil- 
dren, and even Travel in Birth again to ſee Chriſt for- 

med in them, and from this Topick he generally Ar- 
gued, and he would often fay, If Infant Baptiſm 

were more improved, it would be lefs diſputed. 

| He not only taught his Children betimes to pray, 
[4 "$6 6rgp he did eſpecially by his own Pattern, bis Me- 
-thed and Expreſſions in Prayer being very cafie and 

| s; plain) Bur when they were young he pur them upon 
capray togerber, and Appoimed them on Sacurdays 

- in the Afternoon, to ſpead ſome time together, none 
| but they and ſuch of their Age, as might occaſionally 
| bewithihem, in Reading good Books, eſpecially thoſe 
| * far©bildren, and'in finging and praying 3 «and would 
. fomerimes/rell them for their Encouragement}, that 

' the Gad with whom we have i6 do, underſtands bro- 

| rag And.if wedo as well as we cag inthe 

'»u 1 of-qur Hearts, we ſhall nat anly be accepred 
Bs -reught- to da, better To him that hath ſpall 
£iven,, a2 
e 
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He ſomerimes ſer bis Children'ip rheir own-tegting | 
of the Scriptures, xo gather ourfach as 
rook moſt notice of, '«nd rbought moſt erable,aud 


write dawn: Though this Performance was 
a N Endeavour was of uſe. He all zF 
directed them ro inſert in a Paper , Which cach of © » 
them had for the purpoſe, Remarkable Sayings and $20, 
r1es, Which they mer with in Reading ſuch other good «, - 
Books as he pur into their hands. by 
He cook a Pleaſure in relating to them the-remarka- * 
ble Providenoes of God, both in ba own time and in "oy 
the days of Old, which he ſaid, Parents were raughr4g  Þ 
do by tha Appointment, Exod. 1 2. 26, 27, Jour Chil _*. * 
dren ſhall atk you in Time to come ; what mean you by 5 
thy Service > and you ſhall tell them ſo-and ſa; ' 
Whar his pious Care was concerning his Children , £7 
and with what a godly Jealonfie he was jealous over 
them, . take in one Inftance- 3 when they had beenfor ©}? 
a week or Fortnight kindly entertained at B. (as they Tj 
were often) be thus writes in bis Diary upos their Re-+ | 
trarn home, My Care and Fear #, left Converſe wieb Wh 15, 
ſo far above them, Though of the beſt, ſhould bave Infle**® 
ence upon them to lift them up, when I had rather okay» 
ſhould be kept low. For as be did not hioſelf, fo be »-} 
was very Sollicirons ta reach his Children, not ro mi | 
bigh Things, - nor to delire them, not to expect them 2) 
in this World. | kj 
We ſhall conclude this Chapter with another Paſſage _| 
our of his Diary, Apr. 12. 168i, Thjs Day fourttew. | 
Years the Lord took my Firſt-born Son from me, the Be- wn! 
:inning of my Strength, with a Strokg, In the Remenss © 
brance whereof my heart melted thi Evening : 1 beg'd par- 
don for the Jonah that raiſed that Storm. I bleſſed the Lord | 
that hath [par d the Reſt, 1 beg'd Mercy, Mercy for every 
ne of chem, and abſolutely and unreſervedly devated and 
dedicated 


* 
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# dad them, my ſelf, my whole folf  Eftate, Intereft , 
| #0 the will and a8 of that God from whom | re- 
| oh Fathey Halowed be rhy Name. Thy King dom 
| w | 


CH AP;'V, 


- 


oy bs EjeFment from Worthenbury, His Non- 
a COnformity, bis Removes to Broad-Oak, 
. andthe Providences that were concerning 

. - bios to the Tear 1672, © 


£5 Þ-J Aving thas laid cogerber abe Inſtances of bis Family 


= Religion, we mutt now return to the Hiſtory of 
*- Byents that were concerning him, and are obliged to 
lpok back ro the firſt Year after bis Marriage, which 
* was the Year that King Charles the Second came in ; a 
"Year of great Changes and es in the Land, which 
"Mr. Boxer in bis Life gives a full and clear and Im- 
©" Partial Idea of ; by which it may eafily be gue(s'd, how 
l« went with Mr, Henry in bis low and narrow Sphere, 
.» Whole Sectimems in. thoſe things were very much the 

* fmewith Mr. Baxter's. , 

+>  *; "Many of his bet Friends in Worthenbury Pariſh 
. . were lately removed by Death ; Emeral Family contra- 
fag the: what it had been; and the ſame Spirit which 
| "Year reviv'd all the Nation over was work- 
| "ing violeutly in that GConntry, viz, « Spirir of 

» 4 great Enmity to ſuch Men ds Mr. Henry was. HWor-@ 

” thenbury, upon the Kings coming in, returned intoirs We; 
; former Relation to Baogor, and was look'd upon as 
| Chap- 
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Chap dependang -npon * thar, © Mc./3 
had fe Tet Y Years held thee ſequeſtred 
Bangor, io Which gow Dr," Hewry 
Folm Biſhop of:.Cbefter, and Brother to the 
Bridgeman) return'd to the Pollefſion of, 
Henry was ſoon Apprehenfive rhat bis Intereſt at 
tbenbury was ſhaken, but rbus he writes. "The wil of th 
Lord be done, Lord If my Work be done here, 


ſome other for this People that may be none SOR), ah, | 


more Succeſifdl, and eut out Work for me pry By "> 
ver, I will rake n«t CER me, Wt. * 


Helaboured what] to make Dr. 


the Law did.Burhe muſt lgoku 
Curate, and depending upon yo L 
in contiwual ex oy rye nd, oy "7 
continaed- in his there a « , TE 4 
in very ricklifh and ous Cireamſtanceg,” >” ©. 
The Grand Queſtion now on wgde- b, w_ 
conform or no, Heus'd all means poſſible 
himſelf concerning it, by yeading. and rronok-{ 
ticularly at Oxford wich Fell (afterwards 
Oxford) but invain, his diflarisfaction remain'd ; 
ever (Gaith he) I dare not judge theſe that do 
pho am I that I al j udge my Brother : He bath noted,” 
that being at Cheſter, in diſcourſe with rhe Dean = 
bancellor and others, about this time, the A; 
jument they uſed with him to perſwade bit ro con» | 
orm was;that elſe he would lo/e bs Preferment,and what 
aid they) you are a young Man, and are you wiſer 
en the King and Biſhops ? Barthis i is his reflection uv , 
- Wiafrerwards, God grant I may never be left to conſult” * © 
ith Fleſh and Blord in ſuch matters, 


In 


% 
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4 4 Ip September 1660. Mr. Fogg and Mr, Sree/ and Mr. 
: pg were Ireleared at Fliny-Afſies, for nat Reading 
the Prayer, choogh as yet it was not enjoyn'd, 
«but thece were ſome butie » that would oar-run 
's the Law.” They emred their Appearance, and it fell; 
"for ſoon after the King's Declaration, touching Eccleſi- 
aſtical Aﬀairs came our, which promiſed Liberty and 
E hopes of Setglemenr, but the Spring: Afſizesafter- 
ds Mr, Stee! and Mr. Henry were preſented again. 
46 On this he writes. Be merciful to '\me © God, for Man 
z'Þ _ Wald ſpallow me up. The Lord me what he would 

have ome 40 do, for I am afraid of nothing but Sin. 
-*- It appears by the Hints of his Diary that be bad 
| Apprebenſions, at this Time abour publick 
; Afﬀairs, ſeeing and bearing of ſo many faitbful Minilters 
_ diftuarb, Glenced, and cnſnared; - the ways of Sion 
© mourning, and the .quier in the Land treated as the 
= of it; bis Soul-wept in Secret for it. And yer 
| 7 1 join'd in the Annual! Commemoration of the King's 
| jon, and preach'd on Mar. 12.17, Render t© 
' » £40 Ceſar the Things that are Ceſar's,) confidering (faith 
- © he) thet #t was bu right ; alſo the ſad Poſinre of the 
Civil Gopernment through Uſurpers, and the manner of 
bl coming in, withoue Blaodſhed. This be would all his 
"5 Days ſpeak of #s@ national Mercy, but what he rejoy- 
ced jn with a great Deal of Trembling for '#he Ark of 
God; and he would ſomerimes ſay, That *during thoſe 
* Years berween forty and fixty, though on Civil ac- 
* © -* counts there were great Diſorders, and the Foundati- 
* © ons were out of Courſe, yer in the matters of God's Y/ 


l 


© Worſhip, things went wel/ ; there was Freedom, and Y/ 


© Reformation, and a Face of Godlineſ; was upoh the 

* Nation, tho' there were thoſe that made bur a mask of 

* it, Ordingnces were adminiftred in Power and Pu-J 4 

* rity, and though there was much amiſs, yer Religion 
* al 
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© at leaft in the Profeſſion of ir did prevail 5” This ® 
| © ((aith he) we know very well, let Men fay what, 
* they will of thoſe rimes, . 
' In November 1660, he took rhe Oath of Allegiance” 
; at Orton , before Sir Thomas Hanmer, and wo other © } 
4 [ultices, of which he "hath left a Memorandum in 

1 his Diary, with this added, God fo belp me, aa 
- purpoſe in my Heart to do accordingly : Nor could: 4 
\ | any more Conſcientioully obſerve that Oath of. Þ 
un | God than he did, nor more fincerely promote the Ends | 
Id of ir. ” 

That Year [according to an Agreement with ſome . 

4 I} ©f his Brethren io the Miniſtry, who boped thereby © 
> Þ} io oblige ſome-People) he Preached upon Chriſtmas 
rs | 4ay. The Sabbath before it happen'd thar the 23d » 
on | Chapter of Leviticus (which treats intirely of the 
he & [<wiſh Feaſts, called there the Feaſts of the Lord) came 
yer Þ courle ro be Expounded, which gave him occalion © 
g's | 0 diſtinguiſh of Feaſts into Divine and Eccleſiaſtical ; 

» to | tbe Divine Feaſts that the Jews had were thoſe the 

ith © appointed ; their Ecclefiaſtical Feaſts were thoſe of +: | 
the Y Purim and of Dedication : and in the Application of 

r of it be laid, He knew no Divine Feaſt we bave unller the 
| his Goſpel but the Lord's Day, intended for the Commenno- | 
joy- © 14t10n of the whole Mercy of our Redemption. And tos ® 
rh of © 10ſt that could be ſaid for Chriftmgs was, that it # an © | 
thoſe © Ecclefiaſtical Feaſt ; and i: s queſtionable with ſeme, 
il ac- © @hether Church or State, though they might make 4 700d 
dati-M Day, Efth. 9. 19. could make a Holy Day : *Neverthe- 
God's Meſs, foraſmuch as me find our Lord Feſws (Joh. 15.22.) 
and» far complying with 'the Church Feaſt of Dedication, 
h the ſs to take occaſion from the Peoples coming together to 
ask off Preach to them, be purpoſed ro Preach upon Chriſtmas- *1 
d Pu-W ay, knowing it to be bu Duty in Seaſon and out of Sea- 
ligionF's:, He Preached.on 1 Fob, 3. $.. For tha purpeſe was 
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the Soi” of God manifeſted, "that be might deſtroy the 
Warks of the Devil. And he minded bis People, thar 
it is doable diſhocour ro Feſus Chriſt, ro practiſe the 
Works of the Devi/, then when we keep a Feaſt in 
Memory of his Manifeſt ation.” 

His Annuity from Emeral was now withheld, be- 
cauſe he did not read the Common Prayer: (tho' as 
yet there was no, Law for Reading of it) hereby he 
was diſabled to do what he bad been wonr, for the 
Help and Relief of others ; and this he bas Record- 
ed as that which rroubled bim moſt under that Diſap- 
pointment ; bur he bleſſed God, that he had a Heart 
to do good, even when bs Hand was empty. 

When Emeral Family was unkind ro him, he rec- 
ken:d it agreat Mercy, which he geve God thanks for 
(who makes every Creature to be that tro us that it is) 
chat M#. Broughton and his Family (which 1s of con- 
fiderable Figure in the Pariſh) continued their kind- 
neſs and reſpects ro him, and their countenance of his 
Miniſtry, which be makes a grateful mention of more 
than once in bis Diary, 

Many attempts were made in the Year 1661. to 
diſturb and enſnare him, and it was (till expected, 
that be would have been hindred 5; Methink: (laith he) 
Sabbaths mage never ſo ſweet as they are, now we are 
hept at ſuch uncertainties ; now 4 day in thy Courts is 
better than a thouſand; ſuch a day «s tha ((aith be of a 
Sacrament. Day that Year) better than ten thouſand ; 
O that weanight yet ſee many ſuch days ! 

He was advisd by Mr. Ratcliff of Cheſter and n- 
thers of bis Friends. to enter arr Action againſt Mr. P, 
for his Annuity, and did {0.5 bur concerning the Succe 
of it (faith he) I am not over ſollicitous ; for though it be 

my due, (Luke 10. 7.) yet tr was not that which I Preach 
ed for ; and God knows I would much rather Preach fo 
nothin 


— — - 


The LiF& of Mr. Philip Henry. 99 
nothing than not at all ; and beſides 1 know aſſuredly, if 
I d be Caft, God will make it up to me /ome other 
way, Afﬀcer ſome Proceeding he not only mov'd bur 
ſollicited Mr. P. to refer it, having learned (laith he) 
that it # no D:ſparagement but an Honour, for the Par- 
ty wronged, to be. firſt in ſeeking Reconciliation ; The 
Lord (if it be bu Will) incline bis Heart to Peace. 1 
have now ((aith he) two great Concerns upon the Wheel, 
one in reference to my Maintenance for time paſt, the 6» 
ther as to my continuance for the future ; the Lord be 
my friend in both, but of the two rather in the latter, 
But ((aith he) many of greater Gifts and Grace than 1 
are laid aſide already, and when my turn comes, I know 
not, the Will of God be done ; He can do bs Work with- 
our ws, 

The iſſue of this affair was, that there baying been 
ſome Diſputes berween Mr. P. and Dr, Bridgman, a- 
bout the Tithe of Wortbenbury, wherein Mr. P. bad 
clearly the betrer Claim to make, yer by the Media- 
tion of Sir Tho. Haxmer they came to this Agreement, 
Septemb. 11, 1661, that Dr. Bridgman and his Suc- 
ceſſors, Parſons of Bangor, ſhould have and receiye all 
the Tithe Corn and Hay of Horthenbury, without the 
Diſturbance of the ſaid Mr. P. or his Heirs (except 
the Tith-Hay of Emera! Demeſn) upon Condition 
that Dr. Bridgman ſhould before the firſt of November 
following, avoid and diſcharge the preſent Miniſter or 
Curate Philip Henry, from the Chappe! of Worthenbu- 
iy, and not hereafter at any time re-admit the ſaid Mi- 
niſter Philip Henry, to Officate the ſaid Cure. This 
is the Subſtance of the Articles agreed upon berween 
them, purſuant to which Dr, Bridgman (con after dif- 
mi'd Mr, Henry ; and by a Writing under his Hand, 
which was publiſhed in the Church of H/ortherbury, 
by one of Mr, Puleſton's Servants Oftcber the 27th fol- 
F 2 lowing 
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lowing, Notice was \given to: ibe Pariſh of thar Di(-» 


miſſion. That Day he Preached his Farewel Sermon 
ons Phil. 1. 27, Only let your Converſation be as becomes 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, In which (as he ſaith in his Dla- 
ry} his defire and defign was rather to profit then to 
affett ; it matters not what becomes of me (whether I 
come unto you, or elſe be abſent) bur let your Conterſati- 
on be as becemes the Geſpel. His parting Prayer for them 
was, The Lord, the God "of the Spirits of all Fleſh, ſet 
4 Man over the Congregation, Thus be cealed ro Preach 
to his People there, but he ceaſed not 10 love them, 
and pray for them 5 and could not but think there re- 
mained ſome dormant Relation berwixt bim ard 
them, F 

As 30 the Arrears of his Annuity from Mr. P. when 
be was diſplaced ; . after ſome time Mr. P, was wil- 
ling to give him 100/, which was a good deal lels, 


' "than what 'was due, upon Condition that be would 


ſurrender bis Deed of - Annuity, and his Leaſe of the 
Houſe, which be for Peace-ſake was willing to do, 
and ſo he loſt all the Benefit of Judge Puleſten's great 
Kindneſs ro him. This was not compleated till Sep- 
tember, 1652, until which time he continued in the 
Houſe at H/orthenbury, but never Preached ſo much 
as once in the Church, tho' there were vacancies fſeye- 
ral times, 

Mr. Richard Hilton was immediately put into the 
'Curacy of Forthenbury by Dr. Bridgman ; Mr. Hen- 
ry went to hear bim, (if he were at home) as long as 
.he continued at Worthenbury; and join'd in all the 
parts of the publick Worſhip, particularly attend- 
ing upon the Sacrament of Baptiſm 5 not daring 
(faith he) to turn my back upon God's Ordinance, while 
the Eſſentials of it are retained, tho' corrupted circum- 


[ſtantially in the Adminiſtration of it, which God amend. 


ce 
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"Once being allow'd rhe 1iberry of his Geſture, he 
join'd in the Lord's Supper. He kepr up his Corre- 
ſpondence with Mr, Hilzon 3' and (as he faith in- bis 
Diary) endeavoured ro poſſeſsghim wirh right Thoughrs 
of his Work, and advis'd bim the beſt be conld in-rhe 
50ul affairs of that People 3 mhich (faith he) he ſorm- 
ed ro take well ; I am ſure 1 meant it ſo, and theLord 
make him Faithfuk, 

Immediately after he was Removed and. Silenced at 
WWarthenbury, be was follicited ro Preach uo 3h 
and Dr, Brideman was willing to permit it, | 
nally; and intimated to bis Curate there, that he 
ſhould never hinder it; but Mr. Henry declin'd it : Tho' 
his Silence was his great Grief, yet ſuch was his+Ten- 
derneſs, thar he was not willing ſo far to diſcourage 
Mr. Hilton at Wortbenbury, nor to draw-ſo many of 
the People from bim, as would certainly have follow- 
ed him to Bangor: But {ſaith he) I cannot get my 
Heart into ſuch a Spiritual Frame on Sabbath-days now, 
as formerly ; which both my Sin and my Affliction. 
Lord quicken me with quickning Grace. 

When the King came in firit, and ſhew'd ſo-good a 
Temper, as many thought; ſome of his Friends were 
very earaceſt with him, to revive his Acquaintance and 
Intereſt at Court, which it was thought he might eafi- 
ly do. "Twasteporred in the Country, that the Dake 
of York had enquired afrer him 3 but he heeded not 
the Report : nor would he be perſwaded rt mak&any 
Addrefſes that way. For ((aith he) my Friends dv not 
know ſo well as I the Strength of Temptation” 6 ani 
my omn inability t6 deal with it. Qui bens latuit bend 
vixit ; Lord lead me not intro Tempration. 

He was greatly affected with the Temprations and 
Afictions of many Faichful Miniſters of Chriſt at this 
time,. by the prefliag af Conformity } and kept many 
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private Days of Faſting and Prayer in bis own Houle 
at Worthenbury, ſecking to turn away the Wrath of 
God from the Land. Hs greatly piried ſome, who 
by the argency of Friends, and the fear of want, were 
over perſwaded ro put a force upon them'elves in their 
Conformity, The Lord keep me ((aith he) in the Cri- 
tical time. 

He Preached ſometimes occaſionally in divers neigh- 
bourirg places, till Bartholomew-day 1662. the day 
(ich he) which our fins b4ve made one of the ſadde 
days to England, fince the Death of Elward the 6th ; 
bur even this for good, though we know not how nor 
which way. He gvas ioyited to preach at Bangor on 
the black Bartholomew-day, and prepared a Sermon on 
Fob. 7 37. in the laſt day, that great day of the Feaſt, 
&c. but was prevented from Preaching it 3 and 
was loth ro ſtrive againſt ſo ſtrong a ſtream. 

As to his Nonconformity, which ſome of his worſt 
Enemies have ſaid was his only fau't, ic may 
not be amiſs here to give ſome Account of it. 

1. His Reaſons for his Nonconformity were very 
confiderable. *Twas no raſh act, bur deliberate and 
well weigh'd ia the Balance of the Sanfuary, He 
could by no means ſabmir to be R--ordaind; fo well 
fatisfied was he in bis Call ro rhe Miniſtry, and bis 


"ſolemn Ordinarion to ir, by che laying bn of the Hands 


of the Presgbytery, which God hid graciouſly own'd 
bim in ; -that he durſt not do that which looked like 
a Renunciation of ir, as null and finfal, and wonld 
be ar leaſt a tacic invalidating and condemning af all 
his Adminiſtrations, Nor could he truly fay, that 
he thovght himſelf moved by the Holy Ghoſt, to take up- 
on bim the Office of '# Deacon, H* was the more con- 
fifm'd jn this Objection, becauſe rhe then Biſhop of 
Cheſter, Dr. Hal /in whoſe Dioceſs 7 was) befides 

C 3 all 
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all that was requir'd by Law, exacted from thoſe thac 
came to him to be Re-ordain'd, a Subſcription to this 
Form, Ego A. B. pretenſs meas Ordinationts literas, 


' 4 quibuſdam Prethyters olim obtent as, jam fog renun- 


cio, & dimitto pro venis ;- bumilzter ſupp icans qQuatrenmus 
Rev.in Chriſto Pater © Dominus Deminu Georgius perna/- 
fiome divini Ceſtr. Epiſc. me ad ſacrum Diaconatus or- 
dinem juxta morem & ritus Eccleſie Anglicans digna- 
retur admmittere, This of Reordination+was the tirit 
and great Bar to his Conformity, and which he meſt- 
ly infiſted on, He would ſometimes ſay, that for a 
Presbyrer ro be Ordained a Degcon, is at the beſt, 
ſuſcipere gradum Simens. 

Beſides this, he was not ax all ſatisfied 10 give his un- 
feigned Aſſent and Conſent, to al and every thing con- 
hained in the Book of Common» Prayer &c. for he thought 
that thereby he ſhould receive the Book it (elf, and eve- 
ry part thereof, Rubricks and all, both as rae and 
good ; whereas there were ſeveral things which he could 
not think to be ſu. The Exceptions which the Mini- 
fters made againſt the Litargy, at the Savoy-Confe- 
rence, he thought very conliderable ; and could by no 
means ſubmis to, much leſs approve of the. Impefition 
of the Ceremonies: He often faid, that when Chrift 
came to free us from the Yoke of one Ceremanial 
Law, he did not leave iv in the Power of any Manor 
company .of Men in the Warld, to lay another upon 
qur Necks. . Kjiceling at the Lord's Supper he was 
much diſſatisfied gbour, and ic was for many. Years 
his great Grief, and which in his Diary he doth of- 
ren moſt patherically lament ;- thag by. it he was debar- 
ed from partaking of that Ordinance, i the folemn 
Aſſembly : Far ro ſubmit to that. [mpoſition; be rhoughe 
whatever it was tq.others (whom he was far from 
judging) would. be $in rg him. He never took the 

. "- Wb Covenant. 
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Covenant, nor ever-expreſs'd any fondneſs for it; and 
yer be could not chink, and therefore durit not. declare 
that. (however wnlawfuly imposd) it was in itfelf an wn- 
lawful Oxth, and that ng Perſon that rook ir, was un- 
der-rhe Obligation of ic : For ſometimes Qnod fiers 
non debuit fattum walet. In ſhort, it cannot be won- 
dred at, that he was a Nonconformuſt, when the Terms 
of Conformity were 140 ipduſtricuſly contrived, w 
keep out of the Charch ſach Men as He 3 which is 
manyfeſt by the full Account which Mr. Baxter hath 
lefe ro Poſteriry cf that affair; and it is a paſſage 
worth” noting here, which Dr. Bates in bis Funeral 
Sermon on Mr. Baxter relates 5 that when the Lord 


. Chamberlain Mancheſter told the King (while the Act 


of Uniformity was under debate) that he was afraid 
thax the Terms were fo hard, that many of the Mini- 
fters' would not comply with them 5; Biſhop Sheldon 
being preſent replied, I am afraid they will. And ir 
is well known how many of the moſt ſober, pious, and 
laborious Miniſters, in all parts of the Nation, Con- 


 formilts as well as Nonconformiſlts did diſlike thoſe 


Impoſitions. 

thought ir a Mercy (fince it muſt be fo) thar 
the Caſe of Nongonformity was made fo clear as it was, 
abundantly to fatisfie him in bis Silence and Sufferings. 
I have heard that Mr. Anthony Burgeſs, who befuared 
before, when be read the Act, blefſed God that rhe 
Matrer was put cut of deube. And yer to make ſure 
Work, - the Priating and Publiſhing of rhe Nez Book 
of .Common-Prayer was ſo deferr'd, that few of the 
Miniſtexs, except thoſe in London, could pothibly ger 
a fight of it. much leſs duly conſider of it before rhe 
rime prefix'd ; which Mr. See! xaok Norice of in bis 
Farewel-Sermon at Hanmer, Auguſt 17. 1662, Thar 
he was filenced and rarn'd our, for not declaring his 
unfcigned 


what tq do. 
Oath, Eccl. 10. 2. 


* ſtict urging of 


£ 
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uafcigned Aſent and Conſent 19 a Book which be never 
Jaw nor could ſee. ; 
Oae thing which be comforted himſelf with in bits 
Nonconfarmicy was, . that as to Matters” of88gouPtful 
Diſputation touching Church-Goverament, Ceremoni*s 
and the like, be was un/@orn cither on one fide or the 
other, and (0 was free from thole ſuares and bands in 
which ſo many find themſelves both 7y'd up from what 
they would do, and entangled that they knew nor - 
He was one of thoſe that fear'd an + 
and would often ſay, Oaths are - 
Eds Tools, and not to be played with. One paſlageT . 
find in his Papers: which confirm'd him in this fatisfa- 
ion ; 'tis a Lerter from no tels a Clergy-man than - 
Dr. F. of H/hitchurch to one of his Pariſhioners, who 
deſired him ro give way that his Child might be Bapti- 
zed by another without the Croſs and Godfathers, if he 
would nat do it ſo himſelf ; both which he refus'd-: - 
'Twas in the Year 1673. * For my part (faith the - 
* Doctor) I freely profels my Thoughts, that the - 
indifferent Ceremonies , th : Þ 
done more harm than good ; and poſſibly ous 1 
* all Men been left to their liberty therein) theremight » 
* have been much. more Unity, and nor mach leſs Uni- - 
But what Power have [ (9 diſpenſe. with '+ ! 
* my ſelf, being now under the Obligation of a Law - 
he Concludes, I am much » 
* grieved at the unhappy condition of my elf, and other 
* Miniſters, who muſt cither loſe their Pariſhioners : 
* Love, if they do not comply withthem, orelle break - 


* their ſolemn Obligations to pleaſe rhem. 


This he would fay was the Miſcbief of Imipoſitzons, 
which ever were and ever will be bones of Contention, - 
When he was at H”orthenbury, though in the Lard's * 
Supper he uſed the Geſture of Si:ting himſelf, yer he 
F5 Admi- 
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Adminiftred ir without ſcruple ro ſome; -who choſe ra- 
ther 10 Knee! ; and he thought that Miniſters Hands 
ſhowld n@ in ſuch things be tied up3 but that be ought 
in bis ks. (rbough be (uffered for it) ro witneſs againſt 
the making of thoſe things the indiſpenſable Terms of 
Communion, which Jeſus Chriſt hatb not made to be lo. 
Where the Spirit of the Lord, and the Spirit of the Go» 
ſpel #; there » liberty. 

Suck as theſe were the Reaſons of bis Nonconfor- 
mity, Which as long as he liv'd, be was more and more 
comfirm'd in. 

2, His Moderation in his Nonconformity was very 
exemplary and eminent, and had a great influence 
gppon many, to keep them from running into ah Un- 
charicable and Schiſmatical Separation ; *which upon all 
occaſions he bore bis Teſtimony againſt, and was ve- 
ry induſtrious to ſtem the Tide of, In Church-Govern- 
menr, that which he deſired and wiſhed for, was Arch- 
Biſhop Uſher's Reduction of Epilcopacy. He thought 


'. ir lawful to join in the Common-Prayer in Publick 


Aﬀemblies, and practis'd array ag, and endeavou- 
red ro fatisfie others concerning it. The Spirit he was 


' of, was fuch as made him much afraid of extreams, 


and folliciious for nothing more than to maintain and 
keep Chriſtian Love and Charity among Profeſſors : 
We ſhall meer with ſeveral Inftances of this, in the 
ogreſs of bis Story, and therefore wave it here, I 
(«be been rold of ab aged Miniſter of bis acquaintance, 
who being as'd upon bis Death-bed, What by eboughts 
were of hu Nonconformity, replied he was well arisfied ia 
it, and ſbould nct have Conformed ſo far as he did (viz, 
zo joib in the Liturgy) if it had not been for Mr. 
Henry. Thus was his Moderation known unto all 

Men. % 
| Bur 
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But to proceed inhis Story. At Michaolmes, 1562, 
he quite left Forthenbury, and came with bis Family 
to Broad-Oak, juit Nine Years from his if coming 
into the Coumry. Being caſt by Divine idence 
into this new place and ftate of Life, bis Care and 
Prayer was, that be might bave Grace and Wiſdom to 
manage it to the Glory. of God, which (laith be) @ my 
cbief End. Within three Weeks after bis coming bi» 
ther, his ſecond Son was Born, - which we mention, 
for the ſake of the Remark be has upon ir. W#* have 
no Reaſon ((aith be) ro call bim Benoni, I wiſh we had' 
not to call bim Ichabod. And on the Day of his Fa- 
mily-Thankſgiving for that Mercy, he wrues, #* bave- 
reaſon to Rejoxce with Trembling, for it goes ill with the 
Church and People .of God, and reaſon to fear worſe, 
becauſe of our own Sins, and our Enennes Wrath. 

Ar the latter end of this Year he hath in his Diary 
this Note. * Ir is obſerved of many who have Con- 
* formed of late, and fallen from what. they formerly. 
* Profeſſed, thac fince their fo doing, from unblama-- 
* ble, orderly, pious Men, they are become exceeding: 
& Jiſſolute and profane, and inſtanceth in ſome : Whar 
need have we every day to Pray, Lard lead w net into+ 
Temptation. 

For ſeveral Years after he came to live at Brogd-- 
Oah, he went conſtantly on Lords daysro the publick: 
Worſhip, with his Family, at Whirewell-Chapel (which: 
is bard by) if there were any ſupply there, as ſome- 
times there was from Malpas, and if none, then to: 
Tyiftock , (where Mr. Zachary Thomas continued” for- 
about half a' Year, and rhe place was a little Sanctus» 
ary) and when thar ſtring fail'd uſually-ro Whitchurch ;. 
and did not Preach for a great while, unleſs occafional- 
ly, when he yifited his Friends, ar-19 his own Family 
on Lords days, when the Weather hindred them from» 


going. 
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going abroad. He comforted bimſelf, that ſometimes 
in going to publick, he bad opportunity of mftrutiing 
and exhorting thoſe that were in company with bum, by 
the way, according as he'ſaw' they had need ; aid in 
this his Lips fed many, and his Tongue was as choice 
Silver 3 and he acted according. to that Rule which 
he oftenlaid down to bimlclf and others, T hat when 
we cannot do what we would," we muſt do what we can, 
and the Lord will accept w in it. He made the beſt of 
the Sermons he heard in Paublick'; It 4 « Mercy ((aith 
he) we have Bread, though it be not as it bath been, 
of the” fineſt of the Wheat. Thoſeare froward Chil- 
dren'who throw away the Meat they have , if it be 
wholſome, becauſe they have not what they would 
have. * When he mer with Preaching that was weak, 
his Note is, That's 4 poor Sermon indeed, out of which 
no good Leſſon may be learmed, He had often occaſion 
toremember that Verſe of Mr. Herbert's :: 


The worſt ſpeaks ſometbing good, if all want ſenſe, 
God takes the Text, and preacheth Patience. 


Nay, and once be fairb, be could not © avoid thinking 
of Eli's Sons, who made the $dcrifices of the Lord to be 
abborred * Yet he went to bear his Teſtimony to pub- 
tick Ordinances 5 Fer fi// (faith he) the Lord loves 
the Gates of "Zion, more than all cbe Dwellings of Jacob, 
and fs do I, Such then were his Sentiments of things, 
expecting that God would yer open a door of return 
ro former publick Liberty, which he much defir'd and 
prayed"For, and” in hopes of that was, backward to 
fall into the ſtared Exercile-of his Miniſtfy otherwiſe, 
(ag were all the ſober Nonconformiſts generally in thoſe 
parts ) bur it was bis grief#and burtben, that he had 
not an opportunity of doing more for God. - He had 
ſcarce one Talent of opportunity, but that one be was 


very 
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very diligent and- faithful in the improvement of, 
When he vifited his Friends, bow did he layout bim- 
ſelf ro do them good ! Being asked,once (where he 
made a viſiz) to Expoundand Pray, which. bis Friends 
return'd him thanks for ; he thus writes upon. it, They 
cannot thank me ſo much for my pains, but I thank them 
more, and my Lord God eſpecially, for the Opportunity, 
Read his Conflict with himſelf at this time : IJ own 
my (ef a Miniſter of Chriſt, yet do nothing a 4 Mini- 
er 3 What will excuſe me! Ts it enough for me 10 ſay, 
Behold, I ſtaud in the Market place, and no Man batb 
hired me : And he comforts him(elt with this Appeal, 
Lord thou knoweſt what will I bave to thy Wark, publick 
or private, if I bad 4 Call and Opportunity ; and ſhall 
this willing mind be accepred ? Surely this is a Melans 
choly Confideration, and. lays a great deal of blame 
ſomewhere, that ſuch a Man as Mr, Henry, ſo well 
qualified with Gifts and Graces for Miniſterial Wosk, 
and in the prime of his time for uſefulneſs 3 ſo Sound 
and Orthodox, ſo Humble and Modeſt, ſo Quier and 
Peaceable, fo Pious and Blamelels, ſhould be fo indu- 
ftrioully thruſt oug of the Vineyard, as a uſeleſs and 
unprofitable Servant, and laid afide as a deftiſed broken: 
Veſſel, and a Veſſel in which there, was no pleaſure. This 
is a Lamentation, and ſhall be for a Lamentation ;_ &- 
ſpecially fince ic was not his Caſe alone, bug 
Lot of ſo many : Hundreds of the ſame Charg* 
ler. | 
In theſe Circumſtances of Silence and Reſtrajot, he 
rook comfort himſelf, and adminiſtred Comfayi.co o- 
thers from that Scriprure I/a. 16. 4. Let mine out-caſts 
dwell with thee Moab. God's People may be an Our- 
caſt People, caft out of niens Love, their Synagogues, 
their Country 3; but Ggd will owa his People when 
Meg caſt them out ; they are ow-caſts, bur they are 
his 
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bis, and lomewhere or other he will provide a dwelling 
for them. There were many worthy able Minifters there- 
abouts turn'd out, both from H/ork and Subſiflence, that 
had n6t ſuch comfortable Support for the Lite rhat now 
is, as Mr, Henry bad,for whom be wasmoft affectionately 
concern'd, and ro whom be ſhew'd kindnels. There 
were computed within a few Miles round bim, ſo ma- 
ny Miniſters tarn'd out ro the wide World, {tript of all 
their Maintenance, and exposd to continual Hard- 
ſkips, as with their H/3ves and Children (having moſt 
of them Numerous Families) made up above a Hun- 
dred, that liv'd upon Providence ; and though ofr re- 
duced to wants. and ftrairs, yet were not forſaken, 
bart were enabled ro rejoyce in the Lord, and to joy 
in the God of their Salvation gotwichſtanding : ro 
whom the promiſe was fulfilled, Pfel. 37. 3. So ſhalt 
thou dwell in the Land, and verily thou ſhalt be fed. 
The World was told long fince, by the Conformifts 
Ples, that the worthy Mr. Lawrence (Mr. Henry's in- 
timate Friend) when he was turn'd out of Baſchurgh, 


| - and (if he would have Conſulted with Fleſh and Blood) 


having (as was ſaid of one of the Martyrs) Eleven 
good Arguments againſt Suffering, viz. a Wife and 

en Children 5 was ask'd how he meant ro maintain 
them all, and cheerfully replied, they muſt all live up- 
onthe 6th of Matthew, Take no thought for your Life, 


. Se. and be often ſung with bis Family P/al. 37. 16. 
| And Mr. Henry bath Noted concerning him in bis Dia- 


ry time after be was turn'd out, that be bore wit- 
vel to the love and care of our Heavenly Father, provi- 
ding for bim and bis in his preſent Condition, beyond Ex- 
petation. 

One Obſervation Mr. Henry made not long before 
he Dyed, when he had been young and now was old 
that though many of the EjeCted Minitters were brougbr 


very 
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very low, had niany Children, were greatly barraf- 
ſed by Perſecugion, 'and their Friends generally poor 
and unable ro ſupport them 3 yet in all bis Acquain- 
rance he never knew, nor could remember to have 
heard of any Nonconfor miſt Minifter in Priſon for ” 
Debx. 
In Oftober 1663. Mr. Steel and Mr. Henry, and ſome 
other of, their Friends, were taken up and brought 
iloners to Hanmer, under pretence -of ſome Plor, 
to be on foot againft rhe Government : and there 
they were kept under confinement ſome days, on which 
be writes; it # ſweet being in any Condition with a clear | 
Conſcience : The Sting of Death # Sin, and ſoof Impriſon « 
ment alſo, "Tis the firſt Time (laith be) I was ever 4 
Priſoner, but perhaps may mat be the laft. We felt mo 
bardſhip, but we know not what we may, They were 
after ſome DaJs examia'd by the Depury Lieutenants, 
charged avith they knew not what, and fo diſmiſſed, 
finding verbal ſecurity to be forth-coming upon Twenty 
four bours notice, whenever they ſhould be called for. 
Mr. Henry return'd to bis Tabernacle with Thank 
givings to God, and a hearty prayer for his Enemies, 
that God would = them. The very nezr day af- 
ter they were releaſed,a great Man in the Country, ar 
whoſe Inftigation they were brought inro that rronble, 
died (as was ſaid) of a drunken Surfeir, $9 thats Man 
ſhall ſay, verily there # a God that judgeth im the Earth. 
In the Beginaing of the Year 1665.when the Actfor 
a Royal Aid to his Majeſty of rwo Millions and a balf 
came out 3 The Commiſſioners for Flintſhire were 
pleas'd ro nomindte Mr. Henry Sub-collector of the faid 
Tax for the Townſhip of Iſcoyd, and Mr. Steel for rhie 
Townſhip of Hanmer. They intended thereby to pur 
an Afﬀront and diſparagement upon their Miniſtry, 


and tq ſhew that they look'd upon them but as Lay- 
men, 
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pur W-upon, but it # a Croſs, and a Croſs in our Way, 
and therefore to be taken up and born with patience. 
When I had better work to do, 1 was wanting in my Du- 
ty about it, and now thu # put upon me, the Lord 6 righ- 
teow. He procured the gathering of ir, by athers,only 
rgok account of it, and ſaw it duly done and delery'd, 
(as he faith, he hoped he ſhould) that Inſcription men- 
tioned in Suetonius 4ghar mow 7, To the Memory of an 
boneſt Publican. 

In September the ſame Year, he was again by war- 
rant from the Deputy Lieutenant's ferch'd Priſoner to 
Hanmer, as was allo Mr Stee/and others. He was ex- 
amined about private Iſing ſome {uch (but private 
indeed) he own'd he bad been preſent at of late in Shrop- 
ſhire, but the Occaſion was extraordinary; the Plague 
was at that Time raging in London, and he, and ſeveral 
of bis Friends having near Relations there, thought ic 
time to ſeek the Lord for them; and this was impured 
to him as his Crime. He was likewiſe charged with 
Adminiſtring - the Lord's Supper, which be denied, 
baving never Adminiftred it fince he was diſabled 
by the Act of Uniformity. After ſome Days Contine- 
mer Ing. they could prove nothing upon him, he 
xd upon Recognizance, of 201. with rwo 
forth-coming upon Nctice, and to live 
zebly. | Bur (ſaith be) our Reſtraint was nat Strift 

ave bad liberty of Prajer, and Conference together,to 
* our mutual Edrfication: thus, out of the Eater came forth 
atend out of the ftrong Sweetneſs and we found Honey 

» the Carcaſe of the Lion.It was but av little before this, 
thur Mr. Steel (erting owt for London, was by a Warrant, 
from the 'Jufticcs, under Colour of the report of a Plot, 
ſtop'c and ſearch'd, and finding nothing to accuſe bin 
of, they ſciz'd bis Almanach in which be kept bis Darcy 


for 


njen,. His note upon it is, It & not 4 Sin which they 
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for that Year ; and it not being written very legibly, 
they made what malicious readings and\commemns zhey 
pleas'd upon ir, to bis great Wrong and Reproach 3 
thongh to all aber and ſcofble people, it diſcover'd 
him, to be a Maa that kept a ſtrict Watch over his 
own heart, and was a great Husband of his time, and 
many ſaid they gor good by ir, and ſhould love kim 
the beer for it, Pſal. 37. 5, 6. This Event made 
Mc. Henry ſomewhat more cautious and ſparing in the 
Records of his Diary, when he ſaw how evil Men» dig 
up Miſchief. 

At Lady-day 1666. The Five-mile Att, commenced, 
by which all Nonconformilt Minitters, wereforbidden 
upon pain of Sixth Months impriſotiment tO come, or 
be within five Miles of aby Corporation, or of any 
pave, where they bad been Miniſters, unlets they 
would take an Oath : of which Mr. Baxter ſaith, 'rwas 
credibly reported, that the Earl of Southampton then 
Lord High Treaſurer of England ſaid, no honeſt Man 
could take it. Mr. Baxter in his Life, hath fer down at 
large, bis Reaſons againſt raking this Oxford Oath, as 
it was called, part. 2. p. 396.0. part. 3. p. 4. ©&c. Mr. 
Henry, (et bis down in ſhort, *T was an Oath, not at 
= time, to endeavour any Alteration of the Geary 
n the Church or State. He had alrcady raken mP 
of Allegiance to the King, and he look'd npon rhis 
mount to an Oath of Allegiance to the Brſbe ſhops, 
he was not free to take, Thus he writes, March.22. 

© This Day methoughts it was made more clear 
* me than ever, by the Hand of my God upon 
* and I note it down, that Tmay remembes i. i-{1 

' That the Government gf the Church of Chriſt, 
' ro be managed bythe Minifers of Chriſt, 
Heb. 13 7,” that they are to rule ws, that fo.46 
the Word of God. (2) That undef Prelacy, Miniſters 
* have 
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* have 'not the Management of Church-Goverament, 
"not in the leaſt, being only the Pabliſhers of the Pre- 
* lares Decrees, as in Excommunication, and Abſolu- 
* tioo, which Decrees ſomerimes are given forth by 
* Lay Chancellors. (3)T hat therefore Prelacy is an Oſur- 
pation in th: Church of God upon the Crown and 
* Digniry of Jeſus Chriſt, and upon the Goſpel Rjgbe; 
*of bis Servants the Miniſters. And therefore (4) 1 
* onghr'nor to ſubſcribe toir, nor to ſwear not to en+ 
© deevour in all /awful ways the Alteration of ir, viz. by 
* Praying, and Perſwading, where there is opportunity, 
* Bur 5) that I may fafely ventare to ſuffer in the re- 
*. fulal of ſuch an Oath, committing my Soul, Life, 
* Eſtate, Liberty, all ro him who judgeth righreouſly. 
And on March 25. the day when that AR took 
place, be thus writes. * A ſad day among poor Mi- 
* pilters up and down this Nation ; who by this A 2 
* of Reſtraint are forced ro remove from among th: ic 
* Friends, Acquaintance, and Relations,and ro ſojurn a- 
* mong ſtrangers, as it were in Meſech,and in the Tenrs 
© of Kedar. Bur there is a God who tells their wan- 
* drings, and will put their Tears, and the Tears of 
* their Wives, and Children into his Battle, are they 
* gor in bis Book > The Lord be a linle Santtuary to 
"them, and a place of Refuge, from the Storm, and 
- >* from whe Tempeſt, and pity thoſe Places, from 
T ich they arc cjeted, and come and dwell where 
may not. | 
— He wiſhed their Removes might nor þe figarative of 
il to theſe Narions, as Ezekiel; wer, Exck, 12. 12.3. 
Tis ſevere Diſpenſarion forced Mr. Segel, and bis Fa- 
| | Hanmer, and ſo be loſt the comfort of bis 
; but wichal ir drew Mr. © Eewrence 
frat Beſchwrth ro Fojecburch Pariſh , where be evnti- 
aud ill he was driven thence roo. 
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Mr. Henry's houſe at Broad O ik was þar foot repared 
Miles from the urmoſt Limits of Worrbenbury Pariſh, 
but he got ««c meaſured, and accounting 4760 Yards 
to a Mile (according tO the Siarure 35 Elig. cap. S.) 
ic was found to be juit five Miles «nd thretſcore Yards, 
which one would think might bave been his Se 
bur rhere were thoſe near him who were ready 
{tretch fuch Laws to the ucmoit rigor, under Pretence 
of conltraing them in Favour of the King, and there- 
fore would have it to be underitaod of reputed Miles: 
this obliged him for ſome time to leave his Family, and 
to ſojurn among his Friepds, to whom he endeavoured 
wherever he came to impart ſome Spiritual Gifr. Ar , 
laſt he ventured bome, preſuming among other r + 
that the Warrant by which he: was made ColleFor of 
the Royal Aid, while that continued, would ſecure bim, 
according to a Promiſe in the lat Claaſe of the AR, 
which when the Gentlemen perceived, they diſcharged 
bim from that Office, before he had terved our the |} 
Time. ; 

He was much affected with ir, that the Burning of 
London happned fo ſoon atier the Nanconformiſts were 
baniſhed out of ir, He thought it was in Mercy to 
them, that they were removed before that defolating. 
jadgment came, bur that ir ſpoke aloud ro our 
nodrs, Let my People go that they may ſerve 
ye will nor, behold chus and thus &1l [ do unto 2 
was the Lord's voicecrying in the City, is. "os 
P the Beginning of che Year 1667. | 

bis Family to H/ky:tchurch , and dwelt oe 
a Year, except that for one quarter of a” 
harveſt he rerarned zg4in ro Ma 
to Mhitchurch was b. hor ro .- cajun 
were ready to quarrel with im upon 
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” Ah, and panly for the benefit of the School there for 
© his Childreg. { cl 
© {There in Apr. following be buried his eldeſt Son, I P 
not quire ix Years old, a child of extraordinary prxg- © 
incy and forwardneſs in learning, and of a very Wl * 
towardly diſpofrion, his Character of this Child is, a 
", Preterquam atatem nil puerile fuit. i” 
*Tbis Child before be was ſeized with the Sickneſs © 
whereof he died, was much affected with ſome Verſes, Bl © 
which be mer with in Mr. H/hites Power of Godlinels, I / 
faid to be found in the Packet of a hopeful young Man, I ** 
who died before be was twgnty four Years old. - Of 
his -own accord he got them without Book, and would I + 
pf be often rehearſing them, they were thele. « 


Not twice twelve Tears, (he might lay ; 
Not balf twelve years) full:o!/4 a wearied Breath a7 
- 1 have exchanged for a happy Death. - 
Short was my Life; the longer us my Reſt, M 
God takes them ſooneſt whom he loveth beſt, vn 
He that a born to day and die's to morrow, an 
Loſes ſome hours of joy, but. months of ſorrow 3 up 
Other Diſeaſes often come to grieve ts, Wo 
Death Strikes but once and that Stroak doth relieve w. WW” 
Th 
©" "This was a great Affliction, to the render Parents: W*” 
. Henry writes upon it in the reflection, ma 


Quicquid amas cupias non -placuiſſe nims. 
Many Years after be ſaid, he thought hedid apply 
rohimſelf ar that Time bur coo ſenſibly that Scripehire, 


bak $1. Lam be Man that bath ſeen affliBtien. And Bs 


he would fay ro bis Friends upon ſuch occaſions, Looſers F'® 
# they may have /eave to ſpeak. burthey mult bave 
* @ c#re- what they ſay, leſt (peaking amils ro God's W<© 
* diſhonour, they make work for Repentance and ſhed Þ* 
tears 


— 
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© cears that malt be wipt over again. He obſerped. 
concerning this child, that he had always been vet 
patient under rebukes, The remembrance of which ({aithhe 
leavenly Father. His Prayer under this Providence | 
was, ſhew me, Lord, ſhew me wherefore thou Cn 
| 
Lord's Day Gpeeyening berween the Death, and buri 
of the Chjld, I attended (lairh he) on publik Ordinances * 
that were brought bim , whereof , Death off Children 
"as the laſt and beavieſt, yes. fell down and worſhipped. © 
2 muſt not binder ſowing. Upon the*Jarerment of FJ] 
the Child, he wrices, My dear Child, now mine no (onger, | 
174in 4 gloriow Body , and I ſhall ga to him, but be ſbi 
not return to me. few days after his. deaf* Friend” 


teacheth me now hop to carry ut under the rebuke « of my 
with me ; bave I over-boaſted, overlov'd, over-prig'd 8 
though ſad in Spirit, as Job who after all the evil Tidings ) | 
\nd he would often [ay upon ſuch aecafions, that Wieep* 
was laid in the cold Earth, not leſt, but ſawn to be raiſed «g 


Mr. Lawrence (theg living in H/oiechurch Pariſh) Bu- 
ried a Dangbver, than was grawn up and yery | 
and giving good Evidence of a,work of Grace wrought 
zpon her Soul ; bow willing ((aith he) may Parents be. 
3 part with ſuch when the Lord calls ; they argmor . 
amiſſ bur premiſſi, - aps he bath this further k,- 
The Lord bath made biy- poor Servants, that have been of- ** * 
{n Companion: in bis Fork , nog companiagt un Tribula- 
10n, the very ſame Tribulation ;_ me far my Sin," 1 OA | 
for bas Trial. PS th. 
While he liy'd at Whitchurch, he,auended js, rh 
7 upon the publick Mirſfiſtry, -and there (as eve be. | 
vas careful to come to the beginning of the! er pig , 
'bich he attended upon-with Reverence and Nevyar! 
n ; ſtanding all the time, even while the\Chap 
:cre read, In the Evening of the Lord 's day, che 
bent ſome time in inſtructing bis Family, to which a 
few 


| 


: 
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few of bis Friends and Neigbboars in the Town would 
ſometimes come in ; and it was a little gleam of op* 
porrunizy, but very hort, for (as be Notes) He was 
enter? at it, who ſhould rather have rejoyced, if by a+ 
ny means the Work might be carried on in his Peoples 
Soul: 

He obſerves in his Diary this Year, bow zealous 


|  Prople bad generally been for the Obſervation of Lent, 


© While ag”. and bow cold they are rowards it now. 
The ſame he Notes of Proceſſions in Aſcention Week 3 
For (laicth be) what hath mo good Foundation, will not 
hold up long 3 but in that obich is Duty, and of God, 
$t #5 good to be 7ralouſly affeted always. 

In this Year, (I chink) was the firſt rime that he Ad- 
miniftred the Lard's Sapper (very privately to be ſure} 
after be was Silenced by the At of Uniformity ; and 
he did not do it withour mature Deliberation, A fear 

of Sepanation kept bim from ir fo long 5 what induced 
him to ir at laſt, I find thus under bis own Hand : 
I am « Miniſter of Chriſt, and a ſuch T am obliged, Vir- 
wre Officii, by all means to endeavour the good of Souls, 
Now here's a company of ſerious Chriſtians, whoſe Lot i; 
caſt to live in a Pariſh, where there is one ſet over them, 
who Preacheth the Truth ; and they come to bear bim, and 
join with bim in other parts. of Worſhip ; only as to the 
Lord's Supger 5 they ſcruple the lawfulneſ's of the Geſture 


of Kneeling ; and he tells them, bis hands are tyed, andy; 


be cannot adminiſter it unto them any other way ; where- 
fore” they come 40 me, and tell me, they earneſtly lang for 


that Ordinayce; and there i; a competent number of them ſl. 


and opportunity to partake; end bow dare I deny this Re- 
quelt of theizs , without, betrgying my Miniſteri« 
Tr#ſt, and incuring the Guile of a grievous Omi|: 
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In February 1667. Mr. L qurence'axd he were invi- 
ted by ſome of their Friends to Betley in $, 7 
and (there being ſome little publick "Copnivance 
that time) with the Conſent of all concerned, they 
adventured to Preach in the Church, one in the Morn» 
ing, and the other in the Afternoon of the Lords day, 
* Kvcry peaccably and profirably. This Action of "theirs 
» was preſently after Reported in rhe Howſe of C , 
by a Megaber of Parliament, with theſe Addinong, 
* WT hat they tore the Common-Prayer Book, trampled 
the Surplice under their Feer, pulF'd the Miniſter of 
> Bite place out of the Pulpir, Se. Reports which there 

was not the leaſt Colour for. Bur that, with ſome 
- Eober ſucty like falſe Scories, produced an Addrels of 
* Hitbe Houſe of Commons to the King, to ifſue ours 
Proclamation, for ibe purting of the Laws in Exect- 
tion, againkt Papiſts and Noncenformifts, which'was 
iſſued out accordingly ; though the Kibg at the apen+ 
d : ing of that Seſſion. a little before, bad declared his de- 
Ir" Fire, that ſome Courſe might be taken, to compoſe the 
» minds of bis Proteſtant Subjefts, in matters of Religion; 
1 Y which had raiſed the ExpeRtations of ſome, that there 
M {would be ſpeedy enlargement ; but Mr. Henry had No- 
ted upon it, We cannot expeBt too little from Man; nar 
tbe f,,, much from G OD. 

Ard here it may be very pertinent to obſerve, how | 
anFirduftrious Mr. Henry was at this rime, when he and 
ee Fbis Friends ſuffered fuch hard things From the Go- 
r forf;ernment, to preſerve and promote a good affeFien to 
the Government notwithſtending. Ir was cummonly 
x Re" charged at that rime upon the Nonconformiſts in ge- 
pcral, eſpecially from the Pulpxts, that they were all 
faftious and turbulent People, and as was faid of ofd, 
zra 4. 15. hurtful to Kings and Provinces; that their 
cetings were for the ſowing of Sedition and Diſcen- 


rents, 
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tents, and rhe like ; and there is ſome reaſon tg think, 
that one thing intended by the Hardſhips put upon 
them, was to drive them to this 5 there 1s a way of 
making 4 wiſe Man mad ; But how peaceably they 
carried themſelyes, is manifeſt co God, and in the 
Conſciences of many. For an Inſtance of it, it will 
not be amiſs to give ſome Account of a Sermon, which 
Mr. Henry Preached in ſome very private Meetings, 
ſach as were called Seditious Conventicles, in the Year 
1669. when it was & day of treading down, and of 
perplexicy ; it was onzbat Text, Pſal. 35. 20. Againſt 
them that are quiet in the Land ; Whence {not to cur- 
ry fayour with Rulers, for whatever the Sermon was, 
the very Preaching of it bad u been known, muſt have 
been (ſeverely Puniſhed ,_ but purely out of Conſcience to- 
wards God) he taught bis Friends this DoCtrine, That 
it is the Charadter of the People of God, that they are 
a 6. People in the Land. * This Quietneſi he delcti- 
| to be an orderly, peaceable Subjettion to Gover- 
* nours and Government in the Lord. We mult 
© maintain a reverent Eſteem of them, and of their 
* Authority, in oppofition to deſpiſing Dominion, 2 Pet. 
© 2. 10, we mutt be Meek under ſevere Commands , 
and burthenſome Impobtions, not murmuring and 
© complaining, as the 1/rac/ites againſt Moſes and 44a- 
* row; bur take them up as our Crols in our way, 
{and bear them as we do foul Weatber. We muſt not 
* ſpeak evil of Digmties, Fude $. nor revile the gods, 
© Exod. 22. 28, Paul checked himſelf for this, 
 A#523.5, ix i#«»: I did not confider it, if I had, 1 
* would not bave ſaid ſo. We muſt not rraduce theirGo- 
* yernment as Abſalom did David's,2 Sam. 1 5.3. Great 
© care 18 10 be taken, how we ſpeak of the faults of 
* any, eſpecially of Rulers, Eccl. 10. 20.,*-- The Peo 
© ple of God do make the word of God their Rule, 4x 

j 
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"8 
© the wrath of Man worketh not the rigtcennſfueſ of God, 
© Fam. 1. 20. be needs not ourSin to bring "ml bis 
* own Counſel, We muſt mortifie Unquieinels in the 
-N* Cauſes of it, Fam. 4.1. we mult always remember 


1 quiet, Prov, 22, 2425. Th —_—_ Maners be de- 
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© by that they are taught, (1.) that 5 
* Ordinance and Magiſtrates God's Mi 
* him Kings Reign,and the Powers that be,ace 

* of him. (2.) That they as welbas others, 
* bave their Dues, Honour and Fear, and 
© (3.) That their lawful Commands are to be 

' and thar readily and chearfully, 1 Tive.3. I (4) 
* the Penalties inflicted for not unlawful 


* their Unpeaceableneſt, They 
* Kings and all in andently, > 

© forbid we ſhould do otherwiſe : yea, th6 they Perie- 
* cute, Fer. 29. 7. Peaccable Prayers — ; 
© able People, Pſal. 109. 4. It fome pr Relig 
' on have bcun unquier, their unquiemels bath gi 

' the lye to their Profeflion. Jude $. 11, 12. ier- 


neſs is our Badge, Col. 3. 12. 'rwill be our b, 
Iſa. 30, 7, 15. our Reyjoycing in the day of Evil, Fer. 
18, 18. it is pleafing ro God, 1 Tim. 2,2, 3. it may 
work upon others, 1 Per. 2. 12, 49. The means be pre- 
(cribed for the keeping of us quies, were 10 get 
our Hearrs fill'd with the Knowledge and Belief of 


-H* theſe rwo things, + 1. That the Kiogdom- of Chriſt 


* not of thu World, Fob. 18. 36. many have 
* otherwiſe, and.it bath made them | 


' rhe Oath of God, KBcel. 8. 2. the Oath of Adllegi- 
' ance is an Oath of Quicrneſi, and we muſt beware 
' of the Company and Converſe of thole that are wn- 


visd, 
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 visd, yer we muſt be quier fiill; nay, be ſo much 
* the more quier. 

| bave been thus large in gathering theſe hints out 
of that Sermon, (which he took all occalions, in other 

Sermons to inculcate, as all bis Brethren likewile did} 
thac if poſſible it may be a Convitzon to the preſent 

Generation 3 or boweyer, may be a Witnels in time ty 

come, that the Nanconformitt Miniſters, were not 
"Enemies to Ceſar, nor troublers of the Land ; nor 
their Meetings any way tending to the ditturbance of 
the publick Peace, bur purely delign'd to help io repair 
che Decay; of Chriſtian Piety. 

All tbat knew Mr. Henry, knew very well that bis 
Practiſe all his days, was conſonant to theſe his (ertled 
Principles, 

In May 1668. he return'd again with bis Family 
from Whitchurch to Broad-Oke, which, through the 
- good Hand of bis God vpon bim, continued his ſer- 
tled bome, without any Remove from ir, cill he was 
remoye&d to his long bome above twenty eight Years 
after, The edge of the Five Mile Act began now a 
linle ro rebate, at leaſt in that Counmry 3 and he was 
deGrous to be more uſeful to the Neighbours, among 
whom God had given biman Eſtate, than he could be 
..at-a diſtance from them, by relieving the Poor, em- 
1 the Labourers, and eſpecially inſtructing the 
oo, and helping as many as be could to Hez 
ven. He made that Scriprure his ſtanding Rule, and 
wrate jr in rhe beginning of his Book of Accounts, Prov. 

3- 9,10. Honour the Lord with thy Subſtance, &c. And 

baving er apart a day of Secret Prayer and Humiliati- 

on, to beg of God a wiſceand an underſtanding Heart, 


and ro drop a Tear (as he expreſizth it)over the fins of bs 
Predeceſſors, formerly n that eſtate ; ; he laid out him- 
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able upon all Acceunts in the Neighbourbood, and 
though ir rook up a great deal of his time, and binr 
dred him from his beloyed Studies, yer it mighr be 
ſaid of bim, as the Biſhop of Salsbury faith of Archr 
Biſhop TiJorſon, in bis Sermon at bis Funeral, that he” 
choſe rather to live to the good of cthers: than ta 
bimſelf ;*and thought, that to do an Aft of Charity, ar 
even of Tenderneſs and Kjndne/s, was of more vaſue both 
in it ſelf, and in the ſight of God, than to purſue the 
pompous parts of Learning, how much ſoever by own Go» 
ni might lead him to it. 

He was very uſeful in the common Concernmnentsof 
the Townſhip and Country, in which he was &« very 
prudent Counſelor 3; it was indeed a narrow Sphare of 
Activity, bur (ſuch as/it was) to bimas to Fob, chap.29. 
21,22. Men gave ear and waited, - and kept filence at bus 
Counſel, after bis words they ſpake not again 3 and mas-, 
ny of the Neighbours who reſpefted him not as & 
M:niſter, yer lov'd and bonour'd him as & knowing, 
prudent and humble Neighbour. - In the Concernmegts 
of private Families, be was very far from buſying bim- 
{clf, and further from ſeeking bimſelf, but be was very 
much buſied, advifing many about their Aﬀairs, and 
the diſpoſal of themlelyes and their Children, arbi- 
rating and compoting Differences among Relations 
ard Neighbours, in which be bad an excellent Faculy, 
and often good Succeſs, inbericing the Blefling entail'd 
apon the Peace-makers. References bave ſometimes 


Mbecn made to bim by Rule of Court, at the Afſizes, 


with Conſent of Parties. He was very affable and 
abe of acceſs, and admirably patient in hearing eve- 
y ones Complaint, which he would anſwer with fo 
much Prudence and Mildnels, and give ſuch apt ad- 
ice, that many a time to Conſult with him,was to ak 


G 2 Counſel 
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Counſel at Abel, and ſo to end the matter, He obſerv'd 
in almoſt all Quarrels that bappened, that there. was 
4 fault on both fide: ; and that generally they were 
moſt in the fault, that were moſt forward and clamo- 
*rous in their Complaints. One making her moan to 
bim of a bad Husband ſhe had, that in this, and 'tother 
inſtance was unkind ; and (Sir,) ſaith ſhe, after a long 
Complaint which be patiently heard, what wonld you 
have me to do now 2? Why truly (faith be) I would 
bave you to go home, and be a better Wife to him, and 
then you'll find that he will be a better Hutband to you, 
Labouring to perſwade one to forgive an injury that 
was done him ; he urged this, Are you not a Chriſts- 
an ? and follow'd that Argument o cloſe, that at laſt he 
prevailed. 

He was very induſtrious, and oft ſucceſsful in per- 
wading Pcople, to recede from their Right, for Peace 
fake ; and be would for that purpoſe tell them Luther's 
Story of the rwo Goats, that met upon a narrow Bridge 
ever a deep Water ; they could not go back, nor durit 
not fight ; after a ſhort parley, one of them lay down, 
and lex the other go oyer bim, and no barm done. He 
would likewiſe relate ſometimes a remarkable Story, 
worthy to be here incerted concerning a good Friend 
of bis, Mr. T. Y. of Whitchurch, who in bis Youth 
was greatly wrong d by an unjuſt Uncle of his, being 
an Orphan ; bis Portion, which was 200 /. was put 
Mro the hands of that Uncle ; who when he grew 
up, ſhuffled with him, and would give him bur 40 /. 
inſtead of his 200 /, and he had no way of recovering 
his Right but by Law ; bur before he would engage 
in that, he was willing to adviſe with his Miniſter, who 
was the famous Dr. Twiſs of Newberry 3 the Counl(el 
he gave him [all things confidered) was, for Peace- 
:lake, and forthe preventing of Sin and Snares, and 
trouble, 
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trouble ro take the 40 /, rather then contend 5 and Tho+ 
mas ((aith the Doctor) if thou doſt ſo, aſſure thy ſelf 
that God will make it up tothee and thine, ſome other way, 
and they that defraud thee will be the loſers by it at laſt, 
He did ſo, and it pleaſed God fo to blels that lines 
which he began the World with, that when he dy'd in” 
a good old Age, he left his Son poſſeſs'd of ſome Hun» 
dreds a Year, and he that wrong'd him fell into de- 


Cay. x 
Many very pigus = Families in the Country 
would ſay of Mr. Henry, thatthey had no Friend like 


minded, ,who did naturally care tor their State, and 
ſo affectionately ſympathize with them, and in whom 
their Hearts could \gfe/y truſt. He was very Chari- 
table ro the Poor, and was full of Almſdeeds, which 
he did (as is ſaid of Tabitha, Afts 9. 36 ) not which 
he ſaid he would do, or which he pur others on to do, 
but which he did himſelf, diſperſing abroad and gi- 


ving to the Poor, ſeeking and rejoycing in Opportuni- 
ties of that kind : And whenever he gave an Alims 
for the Body, be uſually gave with it a Spiritual Alms, 
ſome good word of Counſel, Reproof, Inſtruction or 
Comfort, as there was tccaſion, and in accommoda- 
ting theſe to the Perſcns he ſpoke ro, he had a very 
great Dexteruy, 

He was very forward to lend Money freely, ro anv 
of his poor Neighbours that had occaſion, and would 
ſometimes ſay,that in many Caſes there was more Cha- 
rity in lending tha in giving, becaule it obliged the 
Borrower both ro Honeſty and Induſtry. When one of 
bis Neighbours, to whom be had lent three Pourd. 
fail'd, ſo that he was never likely to fee a Farthing of 
it, he writes thus upon it ; notwithſtanding the, yet 
ſtil I Judge it my Duty fo lend, und\; ano mer, nothing 
deſpairing, (o Dr. Hammand reads it, Luke 6. 35. 

| G 3 Though 
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Though what is lent in Charity be not repaid, yer it 
is not /oft. When thoſe that had borrowed Money of 
bim paid bim again, he uſually gave them back ſome 
part, to encourage Honelty, He judged the raking 
of moderate Interelt for Money lawful, where rhe 
Borrower was 'in a way of gaining by it : But 
he would adviſe his Friencs that had Money , 
rather ro diſpoſe of ir other' ways, it they 
could. 

It muſt nor be forgotten, how punctual and exact 
he was in all his accounts with Tenants, Workmen, 
We. being always careful ro keep ſuch things in black 
and white as he ws'd to fay) which is the ſureft way 
to prevent Miſtakes, and a Man's wronging ether 
himſelf or his Neighbour ; ſuch was bis Prudence, and 
fach his Patience and Peaceableneſs , that of all the 
time he was at Broad-Oak, he never Sued any, not 
ever was Sued, bur was inftramental ro prevent ma- 
ny a vexatious Law-Suit among his Neighbours. He 
uſed to lay, There are four Rules to be duly obſerved in 
going to Law; (1. We muſt not go to Law for Tritles, 
as he did who ſaid, he mould rather fend Hundred Pound 
in Law then loſe -a Penniworth of by Rigbe. Mat. 5. 
39, 40,41. (2) We muſt not be raſh and baſty in :&, 
but try all other me.ms poſſible to compoſe differences where: 
in he that yields mot, as Abrabam did to Lor, is che 
better Man, and there s nothing leſt by it in the end, 
: Cor. 6 1 2. (3) We mnſt ſee that it be without Malice 
or defire-of Reverge. If the undiing of our Brother 
be the end of cur going to Law, as it 1s with many, 't11 
certainly evil, and it ſpeeds accordingly. (4) Te muit 
be with a diſpoſition to Peace, whenever it may be bad, 
and an Ear open to al Overtnres of that hind. The two 
Motts's proper for the great Guns are applicable to this, 
Ratio ultima Regum, and Sic querimw Pacem. - 

our 
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Four Rulcs he ſometimes gave to be obſerved in our 
Converſe with Mcn : Haye Communion with few ; 
Be familiar with one ; Dea! juſtly with all; Speak evil 
of none, 

He was noted for an extraordinary neat Husbaad 
about his Houſe and Ground, which be would often 
ſay, he could not endare ro (ce like the Field of the 
Sloathful, and the Vineyard of the Man void of Under- 


ſtar: ding. And it was ſtrange, how eafily one thar 


had been bred up utterly a Stranger to ſuch chings ; 
yer when God ſarordered his Lat, acquainted him- 
ſelf with, and accommodated himſelf ro the Afﬀairs 
of the Country, making it the Diverſion of his va- 
cant Hours, to over-ſee his Gardens and Fields ; when 
he better underſtood that known Epode of Horace, Bea- 
tw ile qui procul negotiu,than be did when in his Youth ; 
he mee an ingenious Tranſlation of it. His care of 
this kind was an Act of Charity to poor Labourers, 
whom he employed ; and ir was a good Example to 
bis Neighbours, as well as for the Comfogt of his Fa- 
mily. His Converſe likewiſe wich rheſe things 
was excellently improved, for Spiritual purpoſes, by 
occaſional Meditations , bints of which there are often 
in bis Diary, as thoſe that Converſed with him had 
many in Diſcourſe 5 Inſtances of this were eafie, bar 
endieſ; to give. He us'd to ſay, that therefore many 
of the Scripture Parable: and Similitudes are taken 
from the common Actions of this Life, that when our 
Hands are employed about them, our Hearts may the 
more eafily paſs thraygh them to Divine and Heavenl 

things. I have he##r4 him often blame thoſe, whoſe 
irregular Zeal in the Profeiſion of Religion, makes 
them ro negle? their M/orldly Buſineſs, and let the Houſe 
drop through 5 the affairs of which the good Man will 
order with Diſcretion; and he would tell mm" 
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of a Religious Woman, whole Fault it was, how ſhe 
was convinced of it, by means of an intelligent godly 
Neighbour; who coming into the Houle, and finding 
the good Woman far in the Day, in her Cloſer, and 
the Houle ſadly neglected, Children not rended, Ser- 
vahts not minded ; What laith be, » there no fear of 
God in ths Houſe ? which much itartled and affected 
the good Woman that over-heard bim. He would 
often lay, Every thing beautiful in its Seaſon ; and 
that it is the Wildom of the Prudent, /o to order the Du- 
ties of their General Calings as Chriſtians, and thoſe of 
their particular Calings in the World, as that they may 
not claſh or interfere: I have heard it oblerved from 
Eccl. 7. 16. That there may be over-doing in well-da+ 
ing. 

% cannot omic one litule paſlage in his Diary, becauſe 
it may be Inſtructive : When he was once delired 
to be boupd for one that had, upon a particular occa- 
fion been Bound for bim, he writes, Solomon faith, 
He that hateth Suretiſhip # ſure ; but he ſaith alſo, be 
that hath Friends muſt ſhew himſelf friendly, But he 
always cautioned thoſe that became Sureties, not to be 
Bound for any more than they knew themſelves able to 
pay, nor for more than they would be willing to pay, 
if the Principal fail. 

His Houſe at Broxd-Oake was by the Road-fide, 
which tho' it had its Inconveniencies, yet (he would 
ſay) pleaſed him well, becaule ic gave his Friends an 
opportunity of calling on' bim the oftner, and gave 
him an opportunicy of being kind to Strangers, and 
ſuch as were avy way diltrefſed upon the Road, to 
whom he was upon all occaſions cheerfully ready, fully 
anſwering the Apoltles Character of a Biſhop, that he 
muſt be of good Bebaviour, («7 m9, decent, affable, 
and obliging) and given to Hoſpitality, 1 Tim. 3 2. 
like 
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like Abraham, fitting at bis Tent Door, in que#t of 
Opportunities to do good, If he met with any poor 
near his Houle, and gave them Alms in Maney, yer 
he would bid them go to his Door befides for Relief 
there. He was very tender and compallionatetowards 
poor Strangers and Travellers, though bis Chatiry and 
Candor were often impoſed upon by Cheats and Pce- 
tenders, whum he was not apt to be ag of ; bar 
would fay in the moſt favourable ſenſe, Thou knoweit 
not the Heart of a Stranger, If any ask'd his Charity, 
whole Repreſentation ut their Cale be did not like, or 
who he thought did amiſs ro take that Courſe ; he 
would firſt give them an Alms, and then mildly re- 
prove them : And labour to convince them that they 
were our of the way of Duty, and that ikey could 
rot expect that God ſhould bleſs them in it 3 and would 
not chide them, bur reaſon with them :» And- he 
would (ay, if be ſhould tel them of their Faults,and nox 
give them an A'ms, the Reproof would look only like 
an Excuſe to deny his Charity, and would be reject- 
ed accordingly. 

In a word, bis greazeſt Care about the things of this 
World, was how © do good with what be had, and 
t0 deviſe liberal things ; deſiring to make no other Accel- 
fion to bis Eſtate, bur only that Bleſſing whichatrends 
Beneficence. Hedid firmly believe (and ir ſhould ſeem, 
few do) that what is given to the Poor, # lens t0 the 
Lord, who will pay it again, in kind or kindneſs; and 
that Religion and Piety is undoubredly the beſt Friend 
t0 outward Proſperity, and he found it fo ; forit plea- 
ſed God abundantly. to bleſs his Habitation, and 'to 
make a Hedge about him, and about bu Houſe, and about 
all that he bad round about : And though he did por 
delight himſelf in the abundance of. Wealth; yer 
which is far better, he delighted bimſelf in the aban- 
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dance of Peace, Pſal. 37. 11, All that he had and did 
obſervably Proſpered , fo that the Country oftentimes 
took Nutice of it, and called his Family, a Family 
which the Lord had Bleſſed. And his Comforts of this 
kind were (as he us'd to pray chey might be) Oy/ to 
the Wheels of bs Obedience, and in the uſe of thele 
things he ſerved the Lord his God with joyfulneſs and 
gladneſs of Heart, yer (till mindful of, and grieved for 
the AfiiCtion of Foſeph. He would ſay ſomerimes, when 
he was in'the midſt of rtke Comforts of this Life, as 
that good Man; Al! ths and Heaven too ! ſurely then 
we ſerve a good Maſter. Thus did the Lord bleſs him, 
and make him a Bleſling ; and this abundant Grace, 
through the Thankſgiving of many, redounded to the 
Glory of God, 

Having, giventhis general Account of his Circumitan- 
ces at Broad-Oak, we ſhall now go on with his Story, 
eſpecially as jo the Exerciſe of bis Miniltry there, and 
thereabouts ; for that was bis * ig» the thirg in which 
he was, and to which he wholly gave himſelf, raking 
other things 4: is 2=gt4qz0, Afrer this Sertlement art 
Broad-Oak, whenever there way Preaching at Mhite- 
wel! Chappel (as uſually there was two Lord's days in 
the Momh) he conſtantly aurended*rhere with his Fa- 
mily, was uſually with the firſt, and reverently join- 
ed in the Publick Service ; he diligently wrote the 
Sermons ; always ſtaid if the Ordinance of Bapriſm 
was Adminiſtred, bur*not if there were a Wedding, 
for he thought that Solemnity not proper for the Lord's 
Day. He often Din 4 the Miniſter that Preach'd ; af- 
ter Ditner he ſung a Pſalm, repeated the Morning Ser- 
mon, and Pray'd 5 and then attended in like manner 
in the Afternoon. In the Evening he Preach'd to his 
own Family; and perhaps two or three of his Neigh- 
bours would drop in to him. On thoſe Lord's Days 
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when there was no Preaching at the Chappel, be ſpent 
the whole Day at home, and many an excellent Sermon 
he Preach'd, when there were preſent only four be- 
fides his own Family (and perhaps not. ſo many) ac- 
cording to the limitation of the Conventicle At, In 
theſe narrow private Circumſtances be Preached over 
the former part of the Aſſemblies Catechiſm, from di- 
vers Texts. He alſo Preached over P/a/m 1 16. beſides 
many particular occaſional Subjects, 

Whar a grief of Heart it was to him, to be thus 
put under a Byſbel, and conlin'd to fuch a narrow 
Sphere of Uſefulneſs, read in his 6wn words, which I 
ſhall Tranicribe our of an Elegy ke, made (to give venc 
to his thonghtes) upon the Death of bis worthy Friend 
Mr George Mainwaring. lometime Miniſter of Malpas, 
(who was Silenced by the Act of Uniformity, and 
Dy'd Mar. 14. 16$® ) wherein he thus bewails (feel- 
ingly enough) the like reſtraints and Confinements of - 
his Friend, 


Hs later Tears he ſad'y ſpent, 

Wrap t up in Silence and Reſtraing, 

A Burthen ſhe as none do know, 

But they that: doit mdergo. 

To have a Fire ſhut up and pent + 
Within the Bomels, and no vent ; 

To have gorg'd Breaſts, and bya Law © 
Thoſe that fain would, forbidden to draw. 
Bit his dumbSabbaths bers did prove, 
Loud crying Sabbaths in Heawew above. 
His Tears, when he might ſow no more, 
Wat'ring what he had Sown before, 


Soon after his Serrlement at Bro«d-Cak, he took a young 
Scholar into the Houle with him ; partly to reach = 
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Son, and partly to'be a Companion to himſelf ro Con+ 


, verſe with him, and to receive help and inſtruction 
from him ; and for many Years, he was {etdom with- 
our one or other ſuch 3; who before their going to the 
Univerkty, or in the intervals of their attendance there, 
would be in his Family, fitting under his Shadow. One 
of the firſt be bad with him, in the Year 1668. (and 
after) was Mr H/iliam Turner, bornin the Neighbour- 
hood ; afrerwards of Edmund Hall in Oxford, now 
Vicar of Walberton in Suflex, to whom the World is 
beholden for that Elaborate Hiſtory - of all Re-+ 
ligions, which be Publiſhed in the Year 1695. and from 
whom is earneſtly expected the Performance of that 
Noble and uſeful Project, for the Record of aq 
ces. Berwixt Mr. Henry and him there was a moitin* 
tire and affectionate Friendſhip 5; and notwithſtand- 
ing that diſtance of place, a conftant and endear- 
ncp_ns, kept up as long as Mr. Henry 
liv'd. 

It was obſerv'd that ſeveral young Men who had (o- 
journ'd with him, and were very hopeful, and likely 
to be ſerviceable ro their Generations, &'d ſoon after 
their Removal from bim ; (I could inſtance in Six or 
ſeven) as if God had (ent them to him, to be prepared 
for another World, before they were called for out of 
= z3 yer never any dyd while they were with 

im. 
He had fo great a kindneſs for the Univerſity, and 
valued ſo much the mighty advantages of improvement 
there, that he adyisd all his Friedds who deſign'd 
their Children for Scholars, ro ſend them thither, for 
many Years after the Change, though he always count- 
ed upon their Conformity. Bur long Experience alter- 
ed his mind herein, and he choſe rather to keep bs own 
Son at bome with hioz, and to give him what help be 

could 
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could there, in his Education, than venture bim in- 
to the Snares and Temptations of the Univer- 
ity. 

4 Ic was allo ſoon after this Settlement of his at Broed- 
Oak, that he Contracted an intimate Friendſhip with 
that learned and. piuus, and judicious Gentleman Mr. 
Hunt of Boreatton, (ihe Son of Colonel Hunt of Salop) 
and with his excellent Lady Frances, Daughter of the 
Right Honourable the Lord Pager, The Acquain- 
tance then begun berwixt Mr. Henry and that wor- 
tby Family continued 10. bis dying day, about Thirty 
Years Oue Lords day in a Quarter be commonly 
ſpent with them, beſides other interviews: And it 
was a conſtant rejoycing to him to ſee Religion and 
the Power of Godlineſs uppermoſt, in ſuch a Family 
as that ; when not many Mighty, not many Noble are 
called, and the Branches of it, Branches of Righteouſ- 
neſi, the planting of the Lord. Divers of the Honou- 
rable Relations of that Family contracted a very great 
reſpect for him, particularly the preſent Lord Paget, - 
now his Majeſily's Ambaſlador at the O:zroman Court, 
and Sir Henry Aſburſt, whom we ſhall bave occaſion 
afterwards to make mention of. 

In the time of Trouble and Diſtreſs, by the Convyen- 
ticle Act, in 1670, be kept private, and ſtirr'd little 
abroad, as loth to offend thoſe that were in Power, 
and judging it Prudence to gather in his Sails, when 
the Storm was violent : He«*hen obſerv'd, as that 
which he was troubled at, © That there was a great 
* deal of precions rime loſt among Profeſſors, when 
* they came together, in diſcourſing of their Adven- 
* tures to meer, and their eſcapes, which he feared 
* rended more zo ſetup ſelf, than to give Glory ro God, 
Alſo in telling how they got together, and ſuch a one 
Preached, but little; enquiring what Spiritual m_ 
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'and advantage was reaped by it ; and that we are apt 
to make the circumſtances of our Religious Services, 
more the matter of our Diſcourſe, than the Subſtance 
of them. 

We ſhall cloſe this Chapter with rwo Remarks out 
of his Diary, inthe Year 1671, which will ſhew what 
manner of Spirit be was of, and what were his Senti- 
ments of things at that rime. One is this, All ac- 
hnowledse that there 5 at this day a number of ſober, 
peaceable Men, both Miniſters and others, among Dil- 
ſenrers, but who etther ſaith or doth any thing to ob/ige 
them ; who deſireth or endeavoureth to open the Door to let 
in ſuch ; nay, do they not rather provoke them to run 
into the ſame Extravagancies with others, by making no 
difference, but laying load on them, as if they were as 
bad as the worſt. is rrae, that abour this rime the 


Lord Keeper Bridgman and Biſhop Wi/kins, and the 


Lord chief Juſtice Hale, were making ſome Overrures If * 
rowards an Accommodation with them ; but ir is as .}f \ 
* true, that thoſe Overrures did but the more exaſperate 
their Adverſaries, (who were ready to account ſach If * 
moderate Men, the worſt Enemies the Church of Eng- | \ 
land had) and the event was greater Acts of Seve- I © 
rity. P 
Another is this, If all that hath been ſaid and writ- Y *! 
ten, to prove that Prelacy is Amichriſtian,. and that it is © 
Unlawful to join in theCommon Prayer, had been effeFu- | /« 
ally te perſwade Brſhops to Study and do the Dury of Church 8 
Ee 


Rulers, in preaching and feeding the_Flock, according 
to the Word, and to perſmade Perple ta, be ſeriow, in- 
ward, and ſpiritual in the uſe of Forms, it had been 
much better with the Church of God in England, than it 
now is. Conlonant to the Spirit of - this Remark, was 
that which be took all occaſions tro mention as his ſcr- 
tled Principle. Intho/e things wherein all the People of 
God 
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God are agreed I will ſpend my Jeal, and wherein they dif- 
fer, 1 will endeavour to waik according to the Light that 
God hath given me, and Charitably believe that others 


C7 © 


His Liberty by the Indulgence in 1672. 
and thence forwards, to the Tear 1681, 


I Orvirhſtanding the ſevere Act againſt Convenri- 
cles, in the Year 1670. . yet the Nonconformitts 
in London, ventur'd to ſet up Meetings in 1671. and 
were conniv'd at ; but in the Country there was little 
Liberty taken tillche King's Declaration of March 15, 
167%, gave Countenance and Encouragement to it, 
What were the ſecrer Springs which produced that De- 
claration Time Diſcovered ; however, it was to the 
poor Diſſenters, as Life from the Dead, and gave 
them ſome reviving in their Bmdage, God graciouſly 
ordering it fo, thar the Spirit he had made might not 
fail before bim, ; But fo precariow a Liberty was it, 
that it ſhould never be ſaid, thoſe People were hard to 
be pleaſed, who yere fo wel! pleaſed with that, and 
thanked God whg, par ſuch a thing into the King's 
Heart, The Tenor of that Declaration was this ; In 
Conſideration of the inefficacy of Rigor, tryed for divers 
lears, and to invite Strangers into the Kingdom, ratify 
ing the Eſtabliſhment of the Church of England, it ſu- 
bends Penal. Lag's againſt all Nanconformiſts and Recu- 
ſants, 
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ants , promiſeth to Licenſe ſeparate places for Meet- 
ings, limiting Papiſts only to private Houſes. 

On this Mr. Henry writes, *Irt is a thing diverſly 
* reſented, as Mens Intereſts lead them ; the Confor- 
* miſts diſpleaſed, rhe Presbyrerians g/ad, the Indepen- 
© dents very glad, the Papiſts eriumpb. The danger 
* is ((aith he) leſt the allowing of ſeparate places help 
© to over-throw our Pariſh-Order, which God hath 
* own'd, and to beget Diviſions and Animoſities a- 
© mong us, which no honeſt Heart but would ra- 
* ther ſhould be healed. We are pur hereby (ſaith 
* he) into a Tr:/emma, either to turn Independents in 
© Practiſe, or to ſtrike in with the Conformiſts, or to 
* fir down in former Silence and Sufferings (and $Si- 
* lence he accounted one of the greareit Sufferings) till F 
* the Lord ſhall open a more effectnal door. Fhat JF! 
which (be faith): he then heartily wiſhed for, was, F* 
© That thoſe who were in place, would admit the ſo- |} : 
© ber Nonconformiſts, ro Preach ſometimes occaſionally | © 
* in their Pulpirs 3 by which means he thought Preju- If it 
* dices would in time wear off on both fides, and they | 
© might mutually ſtrengthen each others Hands againſt Fc 
© the common Enemy the Papiſts; who (he foreſaw) Bi 
would fiſh beſt in rroubled Waters. This he would Fth 
chuſe much rather than to keep a ſeparate Meeting : F*r 
Bur it could not be had ; no, not ſo much as leave £": 
to Preach at Fhitewe! Chapel when it was vacant, as 
it often was, though *cwere three long Miles from the F'e« 
Pariſh-Church. He found that ſome Pedple, the more 
they are courted, the more coy they are ; however, the 
Overtures be made to this purpoſe ; and the flow ſteps 
he rook rowards the ſetting up of a diſtin Congre- 
gation yielded bim ſatisfaction afterwards in the Re- 
flection, when be could fay, we would have been uni- 
ted, and they would nor. 


Twas 
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'T was ſeveral Weeks after the Declaration.came our, 
that he received a Licenſe to Preach, as Paul did, in 
bis own Houſe, and elſewhere, no Man forbidding him, 
This was procur'd for him by ſome of his Friends at 
London, without his Privity, and came to him alto- 
gether unexpected, The uſe be made of it was, that 
at his own Houle, what be did before to his own Fa- 
mily, and in Private, the Doors being ſhut for Fear, 
he now did more Pablickly ; threw his Doors open, 
and welcomed his Neighbours to hia, to partake of 
his Spiritual things : Oaly one Sermon in the Evening 
of the Lord's Day, when there was Preaching at Hhbite- 
wel Chapel, where he ſtill cominued his Auendance 
with his Family and Friends, as uſual ; bur when 
there was not, heſpent the whole Day, at publick rime, 
in the Services of the Day, Expoſition of the Scrip- 
rures read, and Preaching, with Prayer and Praile, 
This he did gratis, receiving nothing for his Labours, 
either at home or abroad, but the, SatisfaQtion of do- 
ing good to Souls (which was his Meat and Drink) 
with the trouble and charge of giving Entertainment 
to-many of his Friends, which he did with much cheer- 
fulnels; and he would fay, he ſometimes thoughr, 
that the Bread did eyen Maltiply in the Breaking 3; 
and he found, that God did abundantly bleſs his Pro* 
vibon, with that Blefling, which, as he uſed to fay, 
will make a /ittle go a great way. He was wont to ob- 
eve, for the encouragement of (ſuch as had Meetings 
in their H zales,® {which lomerimes drew apon chem in- 
conveniencies) That th: Ark is a Gueft, that always 
rays well for its Entertainment. And he Noted, that 
when Chrilt had borrowed Peter s Boat to preach a 
Sermon our of it, he preſently repaid him for the 
Loan , with a great draught of Fiſhes, Luke 5. 
b. 4+ 
Many 
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Many thoughts of Heart he had, concerning this 
uſe he made of the Liberty, nor knowing whar would 
be in the end hereof ; but after (erious Confideration, 
and many Prayers, he ſaw his way vety plain before 
bim, and addrefied himiclf with all diligence, to the 
improvement of this Gale of Opportunity, Some had 
diſmal apprebenfions of the iflue of- it; an4 thr there 
would be an after-reckoning: but (ſaith he) ler usmind 
our Duty, and ler God alone to order Events, which 
are his Work, nor ours. 

It was & word upon the Wheels, which be preached 
at that time for his own Encouragement, and the En- 
couragement of ' his Friends, from that Scripture, 
Ecel. 11. 4. He that obſerves the wind ſhall not ſow, and 
be that regardeth the clouds ſhall not reap. Thoſe that 
are minded either ro do good , or ger good, muſt nor 
be frighted with ſeeming Difficulties and Diſcourage- 
ments. Our Work is to Sow and Reap ; todo good, 
and ger good; and let us mind thar, and ler who will 
mind the Winds and Clouds. A Lion in the way, 4 
Lion in the ftreets; a very unlikely place (he would, 
ſay) for Lions tobe in; and yer that ſerves the Sluggard 
for an Excuſe. 

While this Liberty laſted, he was in /abours more «- 
bundant ; many Lectures he Preached abroad in Shrep- 
ſhire, Cheſhire, and Denbighſhire, laying our himſelf 
exceedingly for the good of Souls, ſpending, and be- 
ing ſpent in the work of the Lord. And of that Nezzh- 
bourbood, and of that Time it was ſaid, that his and 
that Man mas born again, then and there; and many 
there were who asked the way to Sion, with their Fa- 
ces thitherwards. and were (nor Profelyred ro a Par- 
ty, bur) ſavingly brought home to Jeſus Chrit. I mean 
this; ſuch as Fad been vain and wordly, and careleſs, 
and mindleſs of God and another World, became = 
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ber and (erious, and concern'd abour their Souls, and 
a Future Stare, This was the Conver/iom of Souls , 
aimed at, and laboured after, and through Grace nor 
altogether in vain. Whatever Lectures were let up 
in the Country round, 'twas itijl defired that Mr Hen- 
ry would begin them (which was thought _ En- 
coura gement to thole who were to carry t } and 
very happy he was, both in the choice and manage- 
ment of his Subjets at ſuch opportunities, ſeeking ro 
find out acceptable Words. Take one Specimen of bis 

Addreſs, when be began a Lecture with a Sermon, on 
Heb. 12.15. * I affure you, (faith he) and God ismy 
* Witnels, I am not come to Preach, either Sedition a- 
* gainſt the Peace of the Stare, or Schiſm againſt rhe 
* Peace of the Church, by perſwading you ro this or 
* that Opinion or Party; but as a Mwmifter of Chritt, 
\ char bath received Mercy from the Lord, w defire to 
* be faithful: My errand is to exhorrt you to all po 
* ſible Seriouſneſs, int the great Buſineſs of your Eter- 
nal Salvation, according two my Text, which if the 
Lord will make as profitable to you, as it is materi- 
al, andof weight in ir ſelf, neither you nor I ſhall 
have cauſe to repent our coming hither, and our be- 
ing here ro day ; looking diligently, left any of 50u 
fail of the Grace of God, Tt it were the laſt Sermon 
] were ro Preach, I did not know how ro rake my 
aim better ro do yon good. 

In doing of this Work, he often faid, that he look- 
ed upon himſelf, bur as an Aſſiſtant to the Pariſh Mi- 
niſters, in promoring the cornmon Intereſts of Chrifts 
Kingdom, and the common Salvation of precious Souls, 
by the Explication and Application of thoſe great 
Truths, wherein we are all agreed. , And he would 
compare the Cale ro that in Hezekiab's rime, when the 
Levite: helped the Prieſts to kill the Sacrifice, which was 
lomething 


- « 3% - - - LY LY 


140 The LiFE of Mr. Philip Henry. 
ſometbing of an irregularity, but the exigence of af- 


fairs called for ir; the Prieſts being 100 few, and ſome 
of them not ſo careful as they ſhould have been, to Fo 
ſanfiifie themſelves, lee 2 Chr. 29. 34. and wherever Þ 
he Preached, be uſually pray'd for the Pariſh Miniſter, 4 
and fora Blefling upon bis Miniſtry. He hath often 
ſaid well pleas'd he was, when after be had preach- m 
a Lecture at Oſweſtry, be went to viſit the Miniſter F | 
the Place, Mr. Edwards, a worthy good Man ; a, 
and told bim, be bad heen Sowing a bandful of Seed i 7 
among his People, and had this Anlwer, That's well, the b 
Lord proſper your Seed aud mine to0, there's need enough | _ 
of us both. And another worthy Contormiſt that came Hl, 
privately x hear bim, but was reprimanded tor it by 2 
his Superiours, cold him afterwards with tears, that bs Ci 
His was wonderfully enlarged in his Work F ;. 
at this time, .cthe Figlds were white unto the Harveſt ; for 
and he was bufie, and God did remarkably own hia, | 71. 
ſetting many Seals to his Miniſtry, which much con- Wn 
firm'd bim in what he did. He hath this obſervable © *” 
paſſage in bis Diary, about this time, which be record- F ,.., 
ed for bis after Benefir, (and the Example of it may | ;je, 
be inſtructive) Remember, that if trouble ſhould come ſive 
bereafter, for what we do now in the uſe of preſent Li- __ 
berty, I neither ſhrink from it, nor ſink under it ; for 
I do therein approve my ſelf to God, and to my own Con- 
ſcience, in truth and uprightneſs ; and the Lord whom 1 = 
ſerve, can and will certainly, both bear me out, and bring | ; » 
me off with comfort in the end. I ſay, Remember, and | « 4 
forget it not, this 24th day of March, 167; p _ 
*'T was at the beginding of this Liberty, that the So- | « ( 
ciety at Broad-Oak did Commence 3 made up (betides | « of 


the Neighbourbood) of ſome out of Fhitchurch, and 


Whitchurch Pariſh, that had been Mr, Porter's People, 
ſome 
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ſome our of Hanmer Pariſh, that had been Mr. Steel's, 
and ſome our of the Pariſhes of H/em, Prees, and El- 
liſmere, Perſons generally of very moderate ard fober 
Principles, quiet and peaceable Lives, and hearty well- 
wiſhers to the King and Government ; and not Rigid 
or Schiſmatical in their Sepafation, bur — rour- 
tend (though fomerimes with difficulry and ba 
upon thoſe Adminiſtrations which they found moſt Ii 
ly and edifying, and moſt belpful ro them, in rhe ® 
great buſineſs of working Gar their Salvation. T's 
this Society he would never call himſelf a Paſtar, 
was he willing that they call him fo ;- but's 
Helper, and a Miniſter of -Chrift for their good, He 
would ſay, That he look'd upon be 75 gone his 
Charge, and hs Preaching to others | en 
whom if they came, be conld no more # —_ | 
be could a poor hungry Man, that fhou door | 
for an Alms, And being a Miniſtvr » be 
thoug be bimſelf bound to Preach the Goſpel, @ be bad 
portunaty. « 
Uſually ogce a Month he adminiſtred the Ordi- | 
nance of the Lord's Supper. Some of his Opportagt- 
ties of that kind he ſersa particular Remark upon, "as 
ſweet Sealing Days, on which be found -it good rodraw 
near to God. 
When about the Years end there was a general Ex- 
ation of rhe Cancelling of the Indulgence : - He 
ath this Note upon a preciow Sabbath and Sacrament 
day, as he'callsit; * perhaps this may be the laſt, 
* Father thy will be done ; ir is good for us to beat ſuch 
© uncertainties 3 for now we receive our Liberty from 
, -y _ freſh eyery day, which is beſt and ſweet- 
© eſt of all, 


——Y 
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the Town of Fem in Shropſhire (about fix Miles f 
biz) was burgt down ;* the Church, Marker Houle, 
and about One bundfred twenty 6x dwelling Haules, 
_ in lizcle more than an Hours rime, the 
Wind being exceeding violent'5*ac which time Mr. Hen- 
vesy helpful to his Friends-there, both for their 
under, and theif.improtement of this (ad Pro- 
It was but about half a Yeas before} that a 
| Fire had Þrok@our in that —_ bur did 
t; ſome ſerious People there, preſently after 
Pelck d a Than kogaveng for their Deliverance, in 
which Mr. oy imparted to them a Spiritual Gift 


(GR. 3. 16d {ow & Jech, 3. 2. Is not this @ brand 
kid aus. 2 Le ? ln the cloſe of that Sermon, 


gom the conſideration of that remarka- 

ro pe; ſonal Reformation and Amend- 
| thoſe who bag. been Proud, Co- 
vgoud;Pallionare, Lyars; Swcaregs," Drunkards, Sab- 
batb-breakers, would be-ſg nomore; and urging Exr. 
9. 13, 14. headded, If thi Providence, have not the 
upon ” ”_ may inf reaſawexpet another Fire; 


= 


| 
| 


fo when th he will overcome; and minded 


| Lev. 16. re *tis ( ofrefthreatacd againſt 
{ thoſe who walk contrary to God, that he would puniſh 
them yet ſeven times more. The remembrance of this 
could not bur be affecting, when in ſo ſhort a time at- 
ter, the whole Towa was laid in Ruins. The firſt 
time be went thither afrerthat Calamity, a Neigbbour- 
ing Juſtice baving Notice of it, ſent to forbid þim to 
Preach, to his own Grief, as well as to the Grief of 
many others, who came expecting. Bur (ſaith be in 
bis Dfary) there was a viſible Sermon before us, the 
Ruins Preaching , that Sin # an evil thing, and God 
@ terrible God. However, a few days after, he got 
an 


. —_ <4 - Þ — 


Og the 3d of Margh, 1675. beipg Saturday By 
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ﬆn | ug wo ours word in Se 
which ; " 1. C 
let us yet whe qulith/ rg 


| the 290 BEEN Town das i theRe» 
| builds: be gandcdeahcpnorter very (uicablt Sermon, 
no. v.23. dy of #be Lord » id the 


of the t#iched, by Jerb the Habitation of #bej 
* Though ir be riling agWn (laigh be ins Diazy) 
, {| of its ies, yer the _—_ of izhould nor | be for- 
1 | goreen, eſpecially rigt rhe Sn i edi «. "He *© 
re Þ ofr pray'd for ahem, that ebo Fire might be a Refang " 
N Fire. "OM 
[ 
d 


In the Vern: 1697, (678, and d 1919, in the Caurle 
of higMiniftsy at Broad-Oak, hes 
a, [Ten £ ents, and largely: oqe'd. 
- | iawal ture the Duties requir'd, 
1. | bidden, in.,cach Commandment, For, | 
> | ighred maze than fie, jn PreachingeChrifhuand 
y. | Grace ; yet he knew, lhar Chriit came not dey 
r, [tbe Law and the Prophets; byt a6 fulfil ; «end that, 
g | though through, Grace we are not undervahe Law; as 
ez |= Covenant ; yet we are under it as a oo. under ghe 
ed Law to Chriſt, He was very large a yon ih 
-& | prefliog ſecond Table Duties, as eflentfal ro Chriffilani- 
iſh 1'y- * We have known thoſe (laith he) = have cal- 
his |* led Preaching on ſuch Subjects, good Moral Preach- 
at- | ing ; butler them call ir as they will, I am fure it is 
rt {neceflacy, and as much now as ever. How earneſtly 
ar- [would he preſs upon People, the neceffity of Righte- 
ito Jouſneſs and Honeſty, ir. their whole Converſations. 
" of I A good Chriftian (be us'd to ſay) will be a good 
» in | Husband, and a good Father, and a good Maſter, 
the {and a-good Subject, and a good Neigbbour, and fo 
* in other Relations. How often would he urge to this 
got purpole, that it is the //;zl/and Command of the Great 
God, 
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” - 
de , «fete Children of «this Xe 


hey es; now get what be Faith B,, 


Be. A rayer, yet know — if 
the mdkin —— Bargain : they laPar- ff; 
wies concern'd, and oftentitnes are themſelves careful F,,, 
arr SAP # do therefore hoſe who,profels Reli- 
very circymſpectly, that the Name &* ; 

of -paw7 his Dgctrine be not Blaſphemed, nor Re- Y- 
wounded through their fides. Thus be Preach- 

, and his conſtant Practiſe was a Conamens wpon ir. 
One thing I remember he was more than afdigarily 
enlarged inthe prefling of, hich was upah the Nin 
Commandment, to ſpeak evil of no Man, from Tit. 3. 
2. It we can lay no geod of Perſons, we muſt ſay 
nothing of them. tap gave kt a Rule, Never to -; 
of any ones faults to-otbers, till we bave firſt po Þ:; 

en of them to the O de bimſelf He was himielfY-, 
eminent Example of this Rule. Some that have Nl... 
Ceoverrd much, with him, bave ſaid, That they ne- £14! 
verkeard bim ſpeak evil of any Body ; nor could he Y,, | 
bear rb hear any ſpoken evil of, but often droveaway 
a Backbiting-tongue with an y Countenance. Hel. 
was — be as Faitbful a — of Offenders be- *y 
fore others, as he was a Faithful Reprover of them to 
themſelves, re 
Whenever he Preached of Moral Duties, he wouldJJ.. . 
always have ſomething of Chrift in bis Sermon ;Þ;;;,, 
eicher his Life, as the great Pattern of the Duty, :. 
or his Love", as the great Motive to it; or bil}. 
Merit, as making Atonement for the neglect of, 


Ir, COm 


In 
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la the Year 1680. he-preached over the Doctrines 
of Faith and Repentance, from (everal Texts of Scrip- 
ture. He us'd to lay, that he had been told concern- 
ing the famous Mr. Ded, that ſome call'd him in ſcorn, 
Faith and Repentance, becaule he infifted ſo much up- 
on thoſe two, in all his Preaching. But (l(aith be) 
if thi be ro be vile, I will be yet more vile, for 
Faith and Repentance are all in all in Chrittt- 
aniry. 

Concerning Repentance he hath ſomerimes ſaid, * If 


© F* I were to dye in the Pulpit, I would defire is dye 
” Preaching Repentance;. as if I] dye our of the Pulpit, 
I W' 1 would delire ro dye practihng Repemiance. And 
C. Fic bad often this ſaying concerning Repentance 3 He 
Y Bibat Repents every day, for the fins of every day, when. be 
h Y:-mes to dye, will have the ſins but of one day to repent of. 

3- REven Rechonings make long Friends. 
y That Year affo, ard the Year 1681 hc preach-<d 
#0 cyer the Dutics of Hearing the Word and Prayer ; of 
vo Ethe former.trom the Parable of the four forts of Grour.d ; 
ell cf the larter, from Luke 11. 1, Sc. when he prea« hed 
Ve Ever the Lord's Prayer, in above Thirty excellent ard 
e- Eclaborate Diiccurſes. Helook'd upon the Lord's Prayer, 
he B:o be nc: only a Direftery or Pattern for Prayer, but(ac- 
ay Ecording to the advice of the Aſſembly of Divines) pro 
He Ener to be us'd as a Form; and accordingly he often 
Xx Bis d it, both in Publick and in bis Family. Ard as be 
Bought, 'twas an Error on the one hand, to lay fo much 
Witrels upon ir, as ſome do, who think no fol mn Pray- 
ola Fer accepred, nor any ſolemn Ordinance or Adminiſtra= 
n :Mtion of Worſhip compleat without it 3 and (© repeat 
Yi: five or fix times, and perhaps oftner, at one 
buBMeeting ; ſo he thought ic an Error on the other band 
AW: or roule it at all ; fince it is a Prayer, a compendious 
ln comprehenfive Prayer, and mg of uſe to us, at leaſt 
«a> 


146 The L1FE of Mr. Philip Hcnry. 
as other Scripture Prayers ; but be thought it a mech 
greater Error to be angry at thoſe that do uſe it, 10 judge 
and cenſure them, and for no other reaſon to conceive 
Prejudices againlt them, and their Miniltry, * A great 
© trait (ſaith he) poor Miniſters are in, when ſome 
* willnoc hear them, if they do not uſe the Lord's Pray- 
* er, and others will not hear them if they do 5 What 
* isto be done in this cale * We mutt walk accord- 
* to the Light we have, and approve our (clyes to 
© God, cither in uſing or not uſing it, and wait for 
* the day when God will mend the matter; which I 
© hope he will doin bis own due time. 

He was in the cloſe of his Expoſition of the 
Lord's Prayer, when a dark Cloud was brought upon 
his Aſſemblies, and be was nece{{itared to contratt his 
Sails, 


CH AP. VII 


The Rebukes be lay under at Broad-Oak, 
betwixt the Tears 1680. and 1687. 


TX the beginhing of the Year 1681. in April and 

May, the Country was greatly afflicted and threat- 
ned by an exrtream Drought ; there was no Rain for 
ſeveral Weeks, the Graſs fail'd ; Corn that was Sown 
languiſhed, and much that was intended to be Sown 
could not;the like had not been known for many Years; 
'rwas generally apprebended that a Dearth would en- 
:lue, eſpecially in that Country, which is for the moſt 


part 


Ah , 
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part dry. And now it was time to ſeek the Lord ; and 
(according to his own appointment) to ask of bim Rain 
in the Seaſon thereof : Several (erious thinking People 
being together at the Funeral of that worthy Minitter 
of Jeſus Chrift, Mr. Malden 3; It was there ſaid how 
requiſite it was that there ſhould be ſome time ſeraparr 
on purpoſe for Faſting and Prayer, in a ſolemn Aſſem- 
b'y upon this occafion. Thomas Mil/mgton of W:ſtow in 
Hodnee Pariſh in Shropſhire, defired it might be at bis 
Houle ; and Tueſday June 14. was the Day piich'd 
upon. The Connivance of Authority was preſumed 
upon, becauſe no diſturbance of Meetings was heard 
of at London, or any where elle. Mr. Henry was de- 
fired to come and give his abiltance at that Days work. 
He ask'd upon what terms they ttood withtheir Neigh- 
bouring Juttices, and twas anilwered wel enough. The 
Drought continuing in extremity, fume that had not 
us'd to come to ſuch Meetings, yet came thither, up- 
on the apprehenſion they had of the threatning Judg- 
ment, which the Country was under. Mr. Edvard 
Bury of Bolas (well known by (everal uſeful Buoks be 
hath Publihed) Pray'd, Mr. Henry Prayed and Preach» 
ed on P/al, 66. 18. If I regard iniquity in my Heart, 
the Lord will not hear me ; whence his Ductrine was, 
that Iniquity regarded in the Heart, will certainly ſpoil 
the ſucceſs of Prayer”. When he was in the midii of 
his Sermon, cloſely applying this Truth, Sir T. F, of 
Hoednet, and Mr. M. of Izbrfield, rwo Juſtices of the 
Peace for Shropſhire, with leveral others of their Re- 
tinue, came ſuddenly upon them 3 difturb'd chem, fer 
Guards upon the Houle door, and came in thgmlelves, 
ſeverely ralli'd all they knew, reflected upon the late 
Honourable Houſe of Commons, and the Vore they 
paſg'd, concerning the preſent Unreaſonablenefs, of 
putting the Laws in Execution againſt;Proteftave Dif. 
2 lenter, 


148 The LIFE of Mr Philip Henry, 


ſenters, as if in ſo Voring, they had aCted bryond 
their Sphere, as they did who took away the Lite of 
King Charles I, They diverted themfielves with very 
abutve and unbecomirg talk ; Swearing and Curing, 
and Reviling bitterly ; being rold, the occahon of 
the Meetirg was to leck to turn away the anger of God 
from w in the preſent D: ought : 'twas aulwered, Such 
Meetings as theſe were the cauſe of God's anger, While 
they were thus entertaining themſelves, their Clerks 
took the Names of rhoſe rhkar were preſent, 1a all, a* 
bour One bundred and fifty, and fo diſmifs'd them for 
the preſent. Mr, Henry hath noted, in the Account he 
kept of this event, that the Juſtices came to this guod 
Work, from the A!e- houſe upcn Prees-Heath, about 
two Miles cff; to which, and the Powling-Green ad- 
joining, they with other Jultices, Gentlemen and Cler- 
gy-men of the Neighbourhood, bad long befor obli- 
ged themſelves to come every Tueſday, duringthe Sum- 
mer time, under the Penalty of Twelve Pence a time 
if they were abſent ; and there to ſpend the day in 
Drinkiog and Powling; which is thought to be as 
direct a violation of the Law of the Land, wiz. the 
Statute of 33. Henry VII. cap. yg. for debarring, unlam- 
ful Games, which was never yet Repealed, as the Mect- 
ing was, of the Stat. of 22 Car. Il. and as much more 
tro the Diſhonour of God, and the Scandal of the Chri- 
ſtian Profefiion ; as Curing and Swearing, and Drun- 
kennels, is worſe than Praying ard ſinging Pſalms, 
and bearing the Word of God, I: is ſrppoſed thar tbe 
Juſtices knew of the Meeting before, and might bave 
prevented it by the leaſt intimation 3; but they were 
willing o rake the opportunity of waking ſport ro 
themſelves, and trouble ro their Neighbours. Afﬀer 
the Feat done, they returned back ro the Ale-boule, 
and made thegilelyes and their Companions merry, 


with 


The LIFE of Mr.Phulip Henry. 149 


with calling over the Names they had taken, making 
their Reflections as they law caule 3 and recounting 
the particulars of the Exploit. There was one of the 
Ccmpany, whole Wite happened to be preſent ar the 
Meeting, and her Name taken among the reſt ; with 
which upbraiding him, he an{wered, that he had bren 
berter employed than he was, and if Mr. Henry might 
be admitted to Preachin a Church, he wou!d go a great 
many Miles to hear him. For which words he was 
forthwith Expelled theic Company, and nevE more 
to ſhew his Face again at that Bowling-Green # to 
which he replied, if they bad fo order'd long ago, 1t 
had been a great deal the better for bim and bis Fa- 
mily. Twodays after they mcrt 2gain at Hodnee, where, 
upon the Oath of trwu Wrinefles, who as was jup- 
poſed) were ſent on purpoſe to inform, they Sign d and 
Seal'd rwo Records of Convittion, By owe Record 
they Convicted the Maſter of the Houle, and Fia'd 
him 20 /. and 51. more as Conſtable of the Town 
that Year, and with bim all the Perions preſent whole 
Names they had taken, and Fined them 5 /, "apiece, 
and iſſued our Warrants accordingly. By ancther 
Record they Convicted the two Miniiters, Mr. Bury 
and Mr. Henry, Ths At makes it only puniſhable 
to Preach or Teach in any ſuch Conventiclez and yer 
they Fined Mr. Bury 20 /. though he only Prayed, and 
did nor ſpeak \one word in the way, ciiher of Preach - 
ing or Teaching, no: ſo much as Let us Pray 3. bowes 
ver they ſaid, Praz;vs was Teaching, and right or 
wrong he mult be Fined ; though his great Piery, Peace- 
ableneſs, and Ulefulneſs, befides bis deep Poverty, 
one would think, might have Pl-aded for bim, agaioit 
ſo palpable a |piece of Injuſtice. They took 7 L- off 
from him, and laid it upon others, as they ſaw cauſe ; 
and for the remaining 13 /. he being urrerly unable ty 


H 3 pay 
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pay it, they took from him by Diſtreſs, rhe Bed which 
he lay upon, with Blanket and Rug ; allo a- 
" nother Fearher-Bed , Ninetcen pair of Sheets, 
molt of them new 3 of which he could not 
prevail ro have ſomnch as one pair rerurn'd, for him 
to lye in ; aIfo Pooks, to the value of 51. beſides Braſs 
and Pewter. And though he was at this time perfect- 
ly innocent of that - heinous Crime of Preaching and 
Teaching, with which he was cbarged (for ſo tbe Record 
runs again and again, concerning Mr. Henry and 
Mr. Bury. Quid ad runc © ibidem precaverunt, predi- 
eavernne © dicuerunt.) Yet be had ro way 10 right 
himſelf, bur by appealing ro the Jutltices themſelves in 
(Quarter Sefions, who would be ſure to affirm their 
own Decree (as the Juſtices in Monegomery-ſhire had 
+0ne not Jorg before in a like Caſe) eſpecially when 
was ty Recover to themſelves treble Coſts. So the 
gocd Man fat down with his Loſs, and took joyfuly the 
ſpoiling of hu Goods ; knowing in himſelf, that be had 
in Heaven a better, and a more enduring Sub- 
ſtance. 

Bur Mr. Henry being the greateſt Criminal, ard ha- 
ving done the mot Miſchief, muſt needs be animad- 
verred upon accordingly, and therefore he was fined 
4ol. the pretence of which was this : In the Year 
1579. Oct. 15. Mr. K ynaſt on of Oat!y, a Juftice Ct 
Peace iw*S$/ --; ſhire, meeting him and ſome others com- 
irg a5 he lu; poled, from a Conventicle, be was pleas'd 
to Record their Conviction, upon the notorious Evidence 
and Circumſtance of the Fat; The Record was Fil'd 
at S4/op the next Seflions after; bur no Notice was 
ever ſent of it, either ro Mr. Henry, or the Juſtices of 
Flintſhire ; nor any Proſecution upon it, againſt any 
of the Parties charged (the reaſon of which Mr. Hen» 

in 


» 
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in a Narratine he wrote of this affair, fuppoleth to be 
not only the then favourable poſture of Pablick Af- 
fairs towards Ditſenters, but allo rhe particular Pru- 
dence and Lenity of Mr. K ynaſton) fo that baving 
never ſmarted for this, be could not be ſuppoſed to be 
deterred from the like offence ; nor it he were wrong- 
ed in that firſt Conviction, bad be ever any opportu- 
nity of making bis Appeal, However, the Jultices 
being reſoly'd he ſhould have ſummum jus, thought 
that firſt Record ſufficient to give denomination to a 
ſecond Offence, and {5 be came tro be Fined double. 
This Conviction (according to the direction of tbe 
AQ) they certifi'd ro the next adjoining Juſtices of 
Flintſhire, who had all along carried themſelves 
with great Temper and Moderation rowards Mr. Hen- 
7), and bad never given him any diſturbance ; tho' 
if they bad been ſo minded, they had not wanted op- 
portuniries ; but they were now necefſiraced to Exe- 
cure the Sentence of the Shropſeire Juſtices, "Twas 
much preſs'd upon him to pay the Fine, which mighe 
prevent his own Loſs, and the Juſtices Trouble. Bur 
be was not willing to do ir, partly becauſe he would 
give no Encouragement to ſuch Proſecutions, nor vo- 
lJuntarily Reward the Informers, for that which be 
thougbr they ſhould rather be puniſhed for ; and parr- 
ly becauſe be thor gr himſelf wronged in the doubling 
of the Fine, Whereupon bis Goods were Diltrain'd 
npon, and carried away 3 in the doing of which many 
pallages occurred, which might be worth the Noting, 
but that the Repetition of them would perbaps grate 
and give offence to ſome. Let it therefore ſuffice 
(waving the Circumſtaoces) ro remember only that 
their Warrant not giving them Authority ro break open 
doors, ror their Patchfulneſi genting them an opportu- 
nity to enter the Houle ; They. carryed away abour 
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T hirty three Cart Load of Goods without doors, Corn 
cut upon the Ground, Hay, Coles, &c. This made a 
great noiſe in the Country, and rais'd the indignation 
_ of many, againſt the Decrees which preſcribed thu grie- 
worſneſs 53 while Mr. Henry bore it with bis uſual even- 
nels and (ereniry of mind, nor at ail mov'd or difturb'd 
by it. He did not boalt of bis Sufferings, or make 
any great matter of them ; bur would often ſay, alas, 
thu # nothing to what others ſuffer, nor to what we our 
ſelves may ſuffer befare we djze: And yet he rejoyced 
and bleſſed God that it was not for Debt, or for evil 
doing, that bis Goods were carried away, And (faith 
he) while it # for wel-doing that we ſuffer, they cannot 
*Thus he writes harm w. * He frequently expreſſed 
In his Diary up-" the aſſurance be bad, that whatever da- 
una How 9” mage be ſuſtain'd, God is able to make 
byte we ſaid - 

that Coinres Tt up again : And (as he us'd to (ay) 
are t th: dvr, Though we may be loſers for Chrilt, 


ow ed y yer we ſhall nor be loſers by him in the 
-p0 *#v end, He bad often faid, that his 


mp OY Preaching was likely to do the 
moſt good when it was Seal'd to by Suffering ; and 
if this be the'time (faith he) welcome the Will of God ; 
even this alſo ſhall racn rortbe furtherance of the Goſpel 
of Ghrift : Ben? agere © male pati vers Chriſtianum 
eſt. 

Soon after this was the Afſizes for Flint-ſhire held 
at Mold, where Sir George Feffries, afterwards Lord 
Chancellor, then Chief Juſtice of Cheſter ſate Judge. 
He did not in priyate Converſation ſeem 10 applaud 
whar was done in this matter, ſo as was expected ; 
whether out of a private pique againſt ſome that had 
been active in ir,or for what other reaſon is not known ; 
but ir was faid.that be pleaſantly ask'd ſome of the Gen- 
tlmen , by what ncw Law they prefſed Carts, as =_y 

paſſed 
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paſſed upon their occalions along the Road, ro carry 
away Goods diltreyn'd for a Conventicle, It was al- 
ſo ſaid, that he (poke with ſome reſpect cf Mr. Hen- 
ry ; laying, be knew-himand his Character well, and 
that he was a great Friznd of his Mothers, (Mrs. Fef- 
fries of Afton near Wrexham, a very pious good Wao- 
man) and thar| ſometimes at his Mothers Requeſt, 
Mr. Henry had Examin'd him ia his Learning, when 
be was a School-Bry, and had commented his Profi- 
ciency. And it/was much wonder'd at by many, that 
of all the rimes 5ir George Jeffries went that Circuit, 
{though 'tis well enough known what was bis temper, 
and what the tethper of that time) yet he never ſohghe 
any occahon againlt Mr. Henry, nor took the occalt- 
ons that were offered, cor countenanced any Trouble 
intended him, though he was the only Nonconformitt 
in Flintſhire, One paſſage I remember, not improper 
to be mentioned 35 there had been an Agreement 
among ſcme Miniſters (I thick ir began mn 
the Welt of Enz/aud, where Mr. Alen mas) tor ſpend 
ſoine time, eirher in Secret or in their Families,” ary 
both, berween fix and cight a Clock. every Manday* 
Morning, in Prayer for the Church of God, and for 
the Land and Nation more fully and particularly than 
at other times, and to make that their ſpecial Errant 
at the Throne of Grace ; and to engage as many of 
their praying Friends, as ever they could, to the obſer- 
vance of ir. This had been Communicated ro Mr. Hen» 
ry, by ſome of his Friends at London, and he panctu- 
ally obſerv'd it in his own Practiſe ; 1 believe for ma- 
ny Years. He alſo mentioned itzzo ſome of bis AcqUain» 
tance, who did jn like manner obſcrve ir. It bappen- 
ed that one in Denbighſhere, ro whom he had Comma- 
nicarcd it, was ſo well pleasd with it, that he wrate 
a Lerter of itt9 @ Friend of his at 2 diftance 3 which 
H 5 Letter 
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Letter bappen'd into Hands that perverted ir; and made 
laformation upon it, againſt the Writer and Receiver 
of the Letter, who were bound over to the All:zes, 
and great Suſpicicns Sir George Feffries had, that it 
was a Branch of the Presbyterian Plor, and rally'd 
the Partics accus'd leverely. Ir appear'd, either by 
the Letter, or by the Confeſſion of the Parties, that 
they received the Project from Mr. Henry, which {ir 
was greatly fear'd) would bring him into trouble ; bur 
Sir Gecrge, 10 the admiration of many, ler 1t fall, and 
never enquiz'd further into ir. It ſeems there are ſome 
Men, whoſe ways |ſo pleaſe the Lord, that be makes 
even their Enemies t0 be at peace with them ; and there 
5 nothing loſt by truſting in God. 

Mr. Henry, at ihe next Afiizes after be was Diftrain'd 
upon, was preſented by one of the High Conſta- 
bles ; 1. For keeping a Conventicle at by Houſe ; and 
2. for laying, That the Law for ſuppreſſing Conventicles 
ought not to be obey'd, and that there was never a tittle 
of the Word of God in it. As to this latter Preſent- 
ment, *rwas altogether falſe, He bad jndeed, in Diſ- 
courſe with the High Conſtable, when he infifted fo 
much upcn the Law, which requir'd him to be fo ri- 

orous in the Proſecution ; objected, That all Humane 
we were not to be obey'd, meerly becauſe they were 
Laws. - But as to any ſuch Refletions upon the Law 
he ſuffered by, be was far from it, and bad Prudence 
enough to keep Silence at thattime; for it was an Evil 
time, when fo many were made Offender: for a word. 
But theſe Preſentments mer with fo little Countenance 
from Judge Feffries, that Mr. Henry only entred his 
Appearance in the Prothonotaries Office, and they 
were no more heard of ; wherein he acknowledged 
the band of God, who turneth the Hearts of the Chil- 
dren'ovf Mcn, « the rivulet of water. 


as 
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As'to what was taken from him by the Dittreſs, they 
who took it made what Markets they pleas'd ofit, pay'd 
thoſe they employ'd, and what the remainder was, is 
not known for certain ; but it was faid,that the follow- 
ing Summer about 27 /. was paid to Sir T. V. of which 
( and the rett that was lcvy'd in other places, which a* 
mounted to a conſiderable Sum) it was ctedibly report- 
ed, (and1 have ncr heard it contradicted) that neither the 


King nor the Poor bad their Share,(which by the Act isro + 
be rwo thirds) nor the Informers theirs neither 3 bug + 


People faid, the Gentleman had occaſion for it alL 
Bur as they that bad it were never the Richer for i, (@ 


be that loit it, would often lay, that be found that God * 
did lo abundantly blels the remainder tro him, that he: * 


was never the Poorer 3 which he would mention for 
the encouragemect of his Friends, not to balk 
Diity, (as he us'd to exprels ut} for fear of Suffe- 
rin. 

In the-ſame Year 1531. happen'd apublick Diſconrſe 
at Oſweſtry, \berwixt the then Bittep of Sr. Aſaph (Der. 
Wiltam Lloyd, now Bilkop of Coventry and Liethfield} 
and ſome Nonconformi!lt Miniſters, of which Mr. Hew- 
ry was one,| The Story in ſhort this. That Learned 
Biſhop, at his firſt coming to the Diace(s of Sr. 4/epb; 
in his Zeal for the Eſtabliſh'd Church, fer himſelf wick 
vigor to redace Diſenters to it ; and that he might do 
it with the Cords of a Man, he reſolved, before be rook 
any other Methods, to reafon the matter with rhem , 
and to endeavour their Gonviction by Diſcourſe, in 
which he bad a very great Felicity, both by his Learn- 


ing and Temper. It there were avy that declin'd - 
Difcourfing with bim, he improv'd that againſt chem + 
very much; urging {as ke wrote afterwards ro Mr. .; 
Henry) That no Man can pretend Conſcience for not com--» 


ing when he y requir'd, to give an account of biz Reti- 


gion, » 
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gion, to them that bave Arthirity to demand it, by the 
Laws under which he Lives, and to bear from their 
Mouths what can be ſaid for the Eftabliſhed Religion. 
Theſe are things from which Conſcience # ſo far from 
exemptings that the great Rule of) Conſcience requires 
it, & an indiſpenſable Duty ; that we ſhould be always 
ready to give an Account of the Hope that Win; and 
that we ſhould hear them that are in Moles's Ch air, &C. 
and therefore thoſe who refuſed this, be would conſi- 
der. 6s. Men Governed, nit by Conſcience, but Ob- 
ftinacy. 

He publickly Diſcourſed with the Quakers at Lan- 
vilin in Montgomery-ſhire ; their Champion was Dr. 
Llygd a Phyfician ;| one of the molt conliderable Non- 
conformiſt Miniſters in his Diocels, was Mr. Fames 
Owen of Oſweſtry, then very young, but well known 
ance by bis Learned Book, which he calls, 4 Plea for 
Seripture Ordination ; proving Ordination by Presby- 
ters without Dioceſan Biſhops, ro be valid, (Publiſhed 
in the Year 16g4 ) a point of Comroverfie, which ke 
was then obliged in þis own Defence to ſearch into, 
Several Diſcourſes the Biſkop bad with bim in Private; 
at laſt bis Lordſhip was pleas'd ro appoint him, to give 
him the Meeting in the Town-Hall of Oſweſtry, on 
Tueſday Sept. 27. 1681. there ro give Account by what 
Right be Exercisd the Miniſtry, not having Epiſcopal 
Ordination. He directed him allo to procure what 0» 
ther Miniſters be could to affjſt bim, for he would be 
glad ro hear what any. of them had to (ay for them- 
ſelves. The Notice was very ſhort, not above four or 
five Days : Some whoſe afliltance was defired, ap- 
prebended it might do more burt than good, andmight 
be prejadicial ro their own Liberty, and therefore de- 
clin'd it. It-was not agreeable ro Mr. Henry's thild and 


modeſt Temper, 19 appear in ſuch Circumſtances ; 
but 
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bu: he was loath to deſert his Friend Mr. Owen, and 
lo with much importunity, he was prevail'd with to 
come to Oſweſtry, at the time appointed ; and there 
came no ather but he and Mr. Fonathan Roberts of 
Denbighſhire, in the Diocels at Banger, a plain Man, 
of great Integrity, and a very good Scholar. "The 
Biſhop came according to appointment, and brought 
with him for bis Adiftanr, the Famous Mr. Henry Dod- 
well: Mr. Henry, who was utterly a Stranger to the 
Biſhop, prels'd hard to have had the Diſcourle in pri- 
vate, bctore a Select Number, but it would not be 
granted. He allo defir d bis Lordſhip, that it might 
not be expected from him, being of ancther Diocels, 
tro concern himſelf in the Diſcourle, but only as a Hea- 
rer : Nay Mr. Henry (laid the Biſhop) 8 # not the con- 
cern of my Dieceſs alone, but it u the common Cauſe of 
Religion, and therefore I expe you ſhould intereſt your 
ſelf in it, more than a a Hearer, His Lordſhip was 
pleas'd ro promiſe, that norbing that ſhould he faid by 
way of Argument, ſhould beany way wrn'd ro the pre- 
judice of the Diſputants, nor advantage taken of ix 
to give them trouble, There were preſent divers of. 
the Clergy and Gentry of the Country , with the Ma» 
giſtrates of the Town, and a great number of People, 
which if it could bave been avoided, was not eafie to 
Mr. Henry, who never lov'd any thing that made a 
noiſe 5 herein like his Maſter, who did not ſtrive nor 
cry. The Diſcourſe began about two a Clock i the 
Atternoon, and continued till between ſeven and eighr 
at Night ; much was ſaid pro and com, ronching the i- 
dentity of Biſhops and Presbyters, rhe Biſhopping and 
Unbiſhopping of Timothy and Titw,. the Validity of 
Presbyterian Ordination, ©c. Twas managed with a 
great deal of Liberty, and nor under the ſtrict Laws 
of Diſpuration, which made it hard to give any tolera- 


ble 
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ble account of the Particulars of it. The Argument? 
on both fides, may better be ferch'd from the Books 
writen on the Subjet, than from fuch a Diſcourſe, 
The Biſhop managed his part of the Conference with 
a great deal of Gravity, Calmneſs and Evenneſs of 
Spirir, and therein gavean excellent Pattern to all that 
are in ſuch Stations, Mr, Henry's Remark upon this Buſi- 
neſs in bis Diary is this ; That whereas many Reports went 
abroad far and near concerning it, every one paſſing their 
Fudgment upon the reſult of it as they ſtood affefied ; for my 
own part, ((airh he) upon Refletion, I find I have great 
reaſon to be aſhamed of my manifold infirmities and im- 
perfetiions; and yet do bleſs Gad, that ſeeing I could ma+ 
nage it no better, to dothe Truth more Service, there was 
not more ſaid and done to its diſſervice 3 to God be Glory, 
Bur there were others, who faid thar Mr. Henry was an 
Inftroment of glorifying God, and ſerving the Church 
in that affair, almolt as much as in any thing that ever 
be did, except the Preaching of the Goſpel. And ſome 
who were Adverfaries tro the Cauſe, he pleaded, tbo 
they were not Convinced by his Arguments, yet by 
his great Meekneſr and Humslity, and that truly Chriſti- 
an Spirire, which appear'd fo evidently in the whole 
Management, were brought ro have a better Opi- 
o_ of him, and the way in which The walk- 

The Conference broke off a little abruptly ; the Bi- 
ſhop and Mr. Henry being ſomewhat clo(z at an Argu- 
ment, in the Recapitulation of what had been Diſ- 
courſed of z Mr. Fonarhan Roberts whiſper'd to Mr. 
Henry, Pray let ny Lord have the laſt word ; which a 
Juſtice of Peace upon the Bench over-bearing, pre- 
ſently replied, Tor ſay my Lord ſhall bave the laſt word, 
but be ſhall nat, for I will; we thank God we kave the 
Sword of Power in our bands, and by the Grace of Ged 
we 


we will keep it, and it ſhall not ruſt, and I bope ever) 
lawful Magiſtrate will do as I do: and look to your ſelves 
Gentlemen, by the Grace of Ged I'll root you out of the 
Country, To which a forward Man in the Crowd 
ſaid Amen, thraw them down Stairs. This the Biſhop 
heard with Silence, but the Mayor of the Town took 
order forheir ſafety. 

Two Days after this Diſcourſe, the Biſhop wrote a 
very obliging Leiter to Mr. Henry, to fignify ro him, 
bow very much |he was pleaſed with the good Tem- 
per acd Spirit rhat be found in bim at Oſweſtry , and 
that he looked upcn bim, as one that imended well, 
bur laboured ander Prejudices ; and to delice further 
Acquaintance and Converlatioa with hiav 3 particu- 
larly that be would come ro him flraitway to Frex- 
ham, and about three Months aticr, ſent for him again 
ro Cheſter; in both which interviews a great deal of 
Diſcourſe , with much Freedom, paſgd between them 
in private, in which they ſrem'd ro vye nothing more 
than Candor and Obligingneſs, ſhewing to each other 
all Meekneſs. 1 remember the Biſhop was pleas'd to 
ſhew him his Plan for the Government of his Diocels, 
and the Method he intended to take in Church-Cen- 
ſures, which Mr. Henry very well approv'd of ; bus 
pleaſantly told bis Lord-ſhip, be hoped he would take 
care that Fuvenal's Verſe ſhould not be again vyeri- 
hed, (Sar.2 } 

Dat veniam Corvis, vexat Cenſurs Columbe. 
which the Biſhop ſmil'd ar, and rold him be would 
take care ir ſhould nor, His Lordſhip obſerving bis 
true Catholick Charity and Moderation, told him be 
did not look upon bim as ++ wm &* but only as men- 
nv 3», and that if he were in his Diaceks, be did ror 
que{tion, bur he ſhould find opt ſome way to make 
him uſeful, Bur all his Reaſonings could nor farisfie 
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Mr. Henry's Conſcience of the Lawfulneſs of being Re- 
ordain'd and Conforming. The Biſhop for ſome Years 
after, when he came that way, towards London, ci- 
ther call'd on Mr. Henry at bis Houſe, or ſear for bim 
to him, to Whitchurch, and till with all outward 
expreſiions of Friendſhip. - 

The Trouble which Mr, Henry was in, about the 
Meeting at Heſton, 'obliged him for a while, ro keep 
his Saboaths at home, ſumewhat private 3 but in the 
Year 1682. he took a greater Liberty, and many fock- 
ed to him on Lord's Daycs, through the kind Conni- 
vance of the Neighbouring Magiltrates ; but in the 
Year 1683. when the Mectings were generally {up- 
-prels'd throughout the Kingdom, be was again necel- 
firated to contract | his Sails, and confine his Labours 
more to his own Family, and his Friends that viſited 
him. He continued bis Attendance at H/hitewe! Cha p- 
pel, as uſual ; and when he was abridged of his Li- 
berty, ke ofcen bltefſled God for his Quiernels. Once 
when one of the CuraresPreached a birterS2rman againſt 
the Difſenters, on a Lord's Day Morning, ſome won- 
der'd that Mr. Henry would go again in the Afternoon, 
for the ſecond part. But (laith he) if he do not knw 
hs Duty, I know mine ; and I bleſs God I can find Honey 
in aCarcaſ/«. 

In this rime of treading down, and of perplexity, he 
ſtirred little abroad, being forced [as he us'd to expreſs 
it) to throw the Plough under the Hedge ; but be preach- 
ed conſtantly ar home, withour dilturbance ; and of- 
ren comforted bimſelf with this, Fen we cannot do 
what we would, if ws d» what we can, God will accept 
of ws 3 when we cannot keep open Shop, we muſt drive 4 
ſecret Trade. And he would ſay, There s a mean, if 
we could hit ft, between Fool-hardineſs, and Faint- 
beartedneſs, While he bad ſome opportuniry of being 
uſctul 
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uſeful ar home 3 he was afraid leſt he ſhould prejudice 
that by venturing abroad. Oae of his Friends in 
Londen, earneſtly folliciting him to make a viſit thi- 
ther in this time of reſtraint in the Country; he thus 
wrote to him; I ſhould be glad once more to kiſs my Na- 
tive Soil, though it were but with a kiſs of Valedifiion 3 
bus my indiſpoſedneſs to Travel, and the ſmall profpett 
there ws of doing good to countervail the Pains, are my 
prevailing Arguments againſt it. 1 am here ('tis true) 
buried alzve, but I am quiet in my Grave, and have no 
mind to be a walking Ghoſt. We rejozce, and deſire $0 
be thankful, that God bath given us a Home, and conts- 
nued it tous, when ſo many better then we, bave not where 
to lay their Head, having no certain dwelling place 3 
('rwas at the time of the diſperſion of the French Pro- 
teſtants) Mpy, they Exiles, and not we ? they ſtran- 
ger: in a ſtrange Land, and not we? We muſt not ſay 
we will dye in our Neſts, leſt God ſay nay 3 nor we will 
multiply our Days as that Bird, the Phenix, (referring 
to Fob 29. 18.) /eſt God ſay, this Night, &c. Our eimes 
and all our ways are at bu diſpoſe, abſolutely and univer- 
ſalh, and it is very well they are ſo. 

Art the time of the Duke of Monmouths Deſcent, 
and the InfurreCtion in the Weſt, in the Year 1685. 
Mr. Henry, as many others, (purſuant to a general Or- 
der of the Lord Lieutenant, for ſecuring all ſuſpected 
Perſons, and particularly all Nonconformiſt Miniſters) 
was taken up by a Warrant from the Depury Lieu- 
renants, and ſent under a Guard to Chefter Caftle, 
where he was abour three Weeks a cloſe Pciloner : 
He was lodg'd with ſome Gentlzmen and Miniſters 
that were ferched thither out of Lancaſhire ; who 
were all Strangers to him ; but he bad great comfort 
in the Acquaintance and Society of many of them. 


He 
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He often ſpake of this Impriſonment, not as matter 
of Complaint, but of Thankygiving, and bleſſed God 
he was in nothing uneaſie a] the while. In a Sermon to 
his _ the day after be came home, he largely 
and affectionately recounted rhe Mercies of that Pro- 
vidence: As for Inſtance, * That bis Impriſonment 
* was for no Cauſe : *tis Guilt that makes a Priſon, 
* That it was his Security in a dangerous time. That 
* he had good Company 1a his Sufferings, who Pray'd 
* rogether, and read the Scriptures together, and Dil- 
* courled to their mutual Edification. That he bad 
* Health there, not Sick, and in Priſon. That he was 
* viſited and Prayed for, by his Friends. That he was 
* yery chearful and cafic in his Spirit,many a time a ſleep 
* and quiet when bis Adverſaries were diſturb'd and 
* unquiet, That bis Enlargement was ſpeedy and un- 
* ſought for,and that it gave occaſion to the Magiſtrates 
* who commirted him, to give it under their Hands, 
© that they had nothing in particular to lay to his 
* Charge ; and eſpecially rhat ir was without a Snare, 
© which was the thing be fear'd more than aoy thing elſe, 
It was a(urprize to ſome that viſited bim in bis Im- 
- priſonment, and were big with the Expectations of 
the Duke of Monmouth's Succeſs, ro hear bim ſay, I 
world not have you to flatter your ſelves with ſuch hopes, 
for God will not do his work for us in theſe Nations, by 
that Man ; but our Deliverance and Salvation will ariſe 
ſome other way. 

Ir muſt not be forgotren how ready he was, nay, 
how #tadious and induſtrious to ſerve and oblige (uch 
as had been any way inſtruments of trouble ro him, 
as far as it lay in bis Power, and he bad any oppor- 
tuniry rodoir ; fo well bad he learn'd that great Lel- 
ſon of Forgiving and Loving Enemies ; of this it were 
calic to give Inſtances, 

When 
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When a Gentleman who had ſometimes been an In- 
ſtrument of Trouble to bim, bad occafion to make uſe 
of his help ro give him ſome light into a Cauſe he had 
to be tryed, Mr. Henry was very ready to lerve him in 
it ; and though he migh bave declin'd it, and it was 
ſomewhat againſt bis own Intereſt roo, yer he appea« 
red a Witneſs for him, which ſo won upon the Gen- 
tleman, that he was afterwards more Friendly io him. 
Mentioning in his Diary the Death of another Gentle- 
man in Shropſhire ; He Notes, that he was one that 
had been his profeſſed Enemy ; bur [ſaith he) God knows 
I hate often prayed for him. 

Some 'have wonder'd 10 fee how courteouſly and 
friendlyly he would ſpeak to fuch as had been any 
way injurious to him, when he mer with them, being 
a$ induſtrious to diſcover his forgiving of wrongs, as 
ſome are to diſcover their Reſentments of them. Ir 
was ſaid of Arch-Biſhop Cranmer, that the way to 
have him ones Friend, was to do bim a diskindneſs ; 
and I am ſure ic might be faid of Mr. Henry, that do- 
irg him a diskindneſs would not make him ones Ene- 
my. This minds me of an exemplary paſſage, con- 
cerning his worthy Friend Mr. Edward Lawrence, once 
going with ſome of his Sons, by the Houſe of a Gen- 
tleman that had been injurious to him; he gave a charge 
to his Sons ro this purpoſe, Thar they ſhould never 
think or ſpeak amrſs of that Gentleman, for the ſake 
of any thing he had done againſt him ; bur whenever 
they went by bis Honſe, ſhould bfe wp their Hearts 
in Prayer to God for bim and his Family. And who 
is he that will harm thoſe, who are thus followers of 
bim that ir geod, in his Goodneſs. It is almoſt the on- 
ly remporal promiſe in the New Teſtament, which is 
made rothe Meek, Maze. 5. 5. That they ſball inhe- 
ris the Earth; the meaning whereof, Dr, Hammond 
in 
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in his Practical Catechiſm rakes to be eſpecially this, 
That in the ordinary Diſpenſations of God's Provi- 
dence, the moſt mild and quiet People are moſt free 
from ditturbance. Thoſe only have every Man's 
Hand againſt them, that baveg theirs againſt every 
Man, 


CHAP. VIII. 


The laſt Nine Tears of his Life in Liber- 
ty and Inlargement at Broad-Oak, from 
the Tear 16%7, 


}F was in the latter end of the Year 1685. when 
the ſtream run fo very ſtrong againſt the Difſenters, 
that Mr. Henry, being in Diſcourſe with a very great 
Man of the Cltarch of England, mentioned King 
Charles's Indulgence in 1672. as that which gave riſe 
to his ſtared Preaching in a ſeparate Aﬀembly; and 
added, if the preſent King Fame: ſhould in like man- 
ner give me leave, I would do the ſame again: ro 
which that great Man replied, Never expect any ſuch 
thing from him, fer take my word for it, he bates you 
Nonconformiſts in by Heart. Truly (laid Mr. Henry) 
I believe it, and I think be doth not love you of the Church 
of England neither. It was thea linle thought, rhar 
the ſame Right Reverend Perſon who ſaid (o ro bim, 
ſhould bave the Honour, as he bad (oon after, to be 
one of the Seven Biſhops committed to the Tower by 
King Fames ; as ic was allo far from any ones Expe- 
Ctation, 
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Qation, that the ſame King Fames ſhould fo quickly 


give liberty to the Noncontormiſts : Bur we live in a 
World, wherein we are ro think nothing {trange, nor be 
ſarprized at any turn of the Wheel of Nature, as 'tis cal- 
Icd, Fam. 3.6. 

The Meaſures then taken by King Fames's Courr 
and Counſel were ſoon laid open, not only to view bur 
to contempe, being in a ſhort time, by the over-raling 
Providence of God broken and defeared : However 
the Indulgence granted to Ditſenrers in April, 1687. 
muſt needs be a reviving to thoſe, who tor ſo many 
Years had lain buried in Silence and Reftraint 5 nor 
can any, whow.il allow themſelves the liberty of fup- 
poling the Caſe their own, wonder that they ſhould re- 
jcyce in ir, though the Delign of it being manifeſt , 
they could not chulſe but rejoxce with trembling. Mr. 
Henry's Sentiments of it were, H/hatever Mens End: 
are in it, I b:lieve God's End # to do w good. 

There were mary that laid, (urely the Difſenters will 
not embrace the Liberty which is intended only for a 
Snare to them. Mr. Henry read and confider'd the 
Letter of Advice to the Diffenters, at that juncture ; 
bur concluded, Duty # ours, and Events are Gods, He 
remembred the Experience he bad had of the like in 
K.Charles's time, and that did good and no kurt 3 and 
why might not this do lo roo, Al! Power is for Edv- 
fication, not far Deſiruftion. Did Feremiab fir till in 
the Court of the Priſon, becaule he had his Diſcharge 
from the King of Bably/on. Nay, did nor Paul, when 
he was preſented by. his Country-men, for Preaching 
the Goſpel, appeal to Ceſar ; and find more kindneſs 
at Rome, than be did at FFruſalem? In ſhort, the 
Principle of his Converſation in the World being not 
fleſbly Aiſdom, or Policy, .but the Grace of God, and 
particularly the Grace of Simplicity and Godly Sincerity, *: 

he 
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he was willing wo make the beft of that which wa, 
and to hope the beſt of the Deſign and Iflue of 
it. Doubtleſs it was intended to introduce Popery 3 | 
bur ic is certain, that nothing could arm People againſt 
Popery more effectually, than the plaia and powerful 
Preaching of the Goſpel ; and thus they who granted ( 
that liberty, were out-ſhot in their own Bow, which 
manifeitly appear'd in the Event and Iſſue. And as 
they did good Seryice to the Proteſtant Religion among 
Scholars, who wrote ſo many Learned Books againit 
Popery at that time, for which we return them our beſt 
thanks; ſo they did no leſs Service among the Common 
People (who are the Strength and Body of the Nation) 
that Preached (0 many good Sermons to arm their 
Hearts againit that #frong Deluſion, which Mr. Henry 
* (as the reſt of the Noncoenformilts generally did) took 
| all occaſions to do, How often would be commend 
his Hearers (as Dr. Holland Divinity Profeſſor in Ox- 
| ford was wont to do) to the Love of God, and the Ha- 
tred of Popery. 

Beſides bis Preaching profefſedly to diſcover the Er- 
rours and Corruptions of the Church of Rome, (which 
he would have taken occaſion ro do more fully, had be 
Teen ihoſe hePreached to, in any immediate danger of 
the Infection) there could not be a more effetual An- 
tidote againſt Popery, than the inſtructing and con- 
ficming of People in the Truth, as ir is it Jeſus ; and 
advancing the Knowledge of, and a Value and Vene- 
ration for the Holy Scriptures ; ro which, bow much 
Mr. Henry in bis place did contribute, all that knew 
bim well bear Record. He us'd to obſerve, that the 
Fall of Babylon followed, upon the free and open Preach- 
| ing of - the Ever/aſting Goſpel, Rev. 14. 6,7, He ap- 
| prehended this Liberty likely to be of very ſhort con- 
fa tinuance, andto end in trouble 3 and becauſe he could 
| not 


: 


—_ Tc —. 


TO 2H - 


Jn . - 


| » Ry I TY 


> & & #3 Sw * 4 Po 3 ws |& 


+ Þ .&. } 


—— 
i 


_—— 
SS 


The L1 FE of Mr. Philip Henry. 164 
not ſee how his not uſing of it would help to prevent 
the Trouble 5 bur be did (ee, that his vigorous improve- 
ment of ir, would help ro prepare for the Trouble he 
ſet himſelf with all diligence, io make the beſt uſe be 
could of this Gleam, both at bome and abroad, on 
Sabbath-days, and Week-days, to his Power, yea, and 
beyond his Power. 

The great Subject of Debate art this time in the Nati- 
on, was concerning the Repeal of Penal Laws and 
Teſts; Mr. Henrys thoughts were, as to the Penal 
Laws, that if thoſe againit the Diſſenters were all Re- 

al'd, he would Rejoyce in it, and be very thankful 
both ro God and Man ; for he would ſometimes fay, 
without RefleCtion upon any, he conld not bur look 
upon them as a National Sin ; and as for thoſe again(t 
the Papiſts, if our Law-givers ſee cauſe to Repeal 
them in a regular way 3 I will endeayour (ſaith he) ro 
make the beſt of ir, and to ſay, The Wil! of the Lord 
be done. 

When King Fames came bis Progreſs into that Coun» 
try, in September 1687, to court the Compliments 
of: ihe People, Mr. Henry joined with ſeveral others, 
in and about Whitchurch, Nantwich and Wem, in an 
Addreſs ro him, which was preiemed when be tay at 
Whitchurch ; the ptwrport of which was, not ro Sacri- 
fice their Lives aud Fortunes to him and to his Intereſt, 
but only to rerurn him thanks for the Liberty they bad, 
with a promiſe to demean themſelyes quietly inthe ufe 
of ir. 

Some time afrer, Commiſſioners were ſent abrozd 
into the Country, ro enquire after the Troublethat Dif- 
ſenters _ ſuſtain'd by the Penal Laws ; — the 
Money that was Levy'd upon them, was di 
lirrle of ir being found aid in the Rains pow 
ſent to Mr. Henry to have an account from him of bis « 
Sufferings: 
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Sufferings 3 be returned Anſwer by Letter, that ke 
had indeed been Fined ſome Years before, for a Con- 
venticle, and Diitreyn'd upon, and bis Goods carried 
away, Which all thbe-Country knew, to which he re- 
ferred himielf. But beiog requir'd particularly to give 
account of it upon Oath 5 though, be (aid, be could 
be glad 10 (ee ſuch Inftruments of Trouble legally re- 
moved ; yet he declin'd giving any further Informari- 
On concerning it ; baving (as be wrote to the Commil- 
fioners) long ſince, from by Heart, forgiven all the Agents, 
Inftruments and Occaſions of it ; and bavi ng purpoſed ne- 
ver to ſay any thing more of it. 

It was on Tueſday Fine 14. 1581. that he was di- 
Rurb'd'at Heſton in Shropſhire, when he was Preaching 
on P/al. 66.18, and on Tueſday Fune 14. 1687. that 
day Six Years he Preached there again without diitur- 
bance, finiſhing what he was then prevented from de- 
livering, concerning Prayer, and going on to v. 19.20, 
But verily God hath heard me,--- Bleſſed be Geod.--- Con- 
cexning the Duty of Thankſgiving. This Seventh 
Year of their Silence and Reſtraint, prov'd, through 
God's wonderful good Providence the Year of 
Relealc. 

- Ja M1, 1698, & new Commiſion of the Peace 
came down for the County of Flint, in which {by 
whoſe Intereſt or procurement w2s not known) Myr, 
Henry was nominated @ Jultice of Peace for that Coun- 
ty, It wasng {mall (urprize ro him.to receive a Letter 

the Clerk of the Peace, Directed to Philip\ Henry, 
Eſquire, acquainting bim with it, and appointing him 
when and waither to come to be Sworn, To which 
he return'd anfwer, thati'he was very fenfible of his 
Unworthinels of the Honour, and his unfitneſs for the 


Office, which he was nominated to, and therefore de- 


fired to be excusd, and he was ſo, and did what he 
1 could 
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could, that it might not be ſpoken of in the Country, 
There were ſome, who tpon this occaſion unhappily 
remembred , that a few Years before, a Reverend 
Clergy-man in Shropſhire told Mr, Henry to bis Face, 
that he had done more miſchief in the Country, than 
any man that ever came into it ; and that he himſelf 
hoped ſhortly ro be in the Commitlion of Peace, and 
then be would rid the Country of him. Bur alas, he 
v-as quite diſappointed, Thus Honour is likethe ſha- 
dow, which flies from thoſe that purſue it, and follows 
thoſe that flee from it. 

For rwo Years after this Liberty began, Mr. Hen-” 
ry {till cominued bis Artendance, as uſual, at H/bitewel- 
Chappel , whenever there was Preaching there ; and 
be Preached at his own Houle only when there was 
no ſupp'y there, and in the Evering of thoſe days 
when there was, For doing thus he was greatly cla: 
mour'd againſt, by ſome cf the rigid Separatifts, and 
call'd a Diſſembler, and one that halted berween two, 
and the like. Thus (as be Notes in his Diary) one 
fide rold bim he was the Author of all the miſchief -in 
the Courtry, in drawirg People from the Charch; 
ard the orher fide rold kim, he was the Author of all 
the miſchief, in drawing People to the Church : And 
which of theſe (ſaith be) ſhall I ſeek to pleaſe > Lord, 
neither, but thy ſelf alone, and my own Conſcience, and 
while I can do that, TI have encugh. 

In a Sermon at FPhitewe-Chappel, one Lord's-day 
inthe Afrernoon, where he and his Family, and man 
of his Congregation were attending, much was Arid, 
with ſome keen Reflections, to prove the Diflenters 
Schiſmaticks, and in a damnable State: When he came 
immediately after ro Preach at his own Houſe , before 
he begun his Sermon, he exprefſed himſelf to this pare 
pole 3 Perhaps ſomie of you may expeR 20 that I ſhould 
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Jay ſomething in anſwer to what we have beard, by which 
ave bave been ſo ſeverely charged ; but truly I have ſome- 
thing elſe todo 5 and fo, without any further Notice 
taken of ic, went on to Preach Feſus Chri# and bim 
Crucified. 

It was not without ſome fear and trembling, that 
Mr. Henry received the Tidings of the Prince of 0- 
ranges Landing , in November 1688. as being ſome- 
+. What in the dark concerning the clearneſs of his Call, 
- and dreading what might be the conſequence of ir, 
- He us'd to ſay, Give Peace in our time, O Lid, wasa 
© Prayer that be would heartily fer his Amen to. Bur 
when ſecret things were brought to light, and a regu- 
lar Courſe was taken to fill the vacant Throne wich 
ſuch a King and fuch a Queen ; none rejoyced in it 
” more heartily than he did. He Celebrated the Nati- 


| - pnat Thank(giving for that great Deliverance, with 


an excellent Sermon on that Text, Rom. 8, 31. What 
i ſhall we then ſay to theſe thing: ? If God be for w, who 
- can be againſt w ? 

Soon after that happy Settlement, there were Ovyer- 
-. tures made, rowards a Comprehenſion of the Mode- 
rate Difſenters, with the Church of Eng/and, which 
Mr. Henry moſt earneſtly defired, and wiſhed for, if 
+ jt could be hed upon any Terms leſs than finning a- 


+ > gainſt his Conſcience 3 for never was any more averſc 


10 that which looked like a Separation than he was, if 
' be could poſſibly have helped it, ſa/v4 Conſcientid, 
His Prayers were conſtant, and his endeayours as he 
' had opportunity, that there might be ſome bealing Me- 
thods found our and agreed npon, Pur it is well 
known , what was the Vox Cleri at that time, viz. 
That foraſmuch as the Oaths, Subſcriptions, and Ce- 
remonies were impos'd only to keep out ſuch Men, 
'they would meyer conſent to their Removal, for the 


letting 
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letting them in again, Nolumus Leges Anglie mutari, 
was a (aying perverted to this agg 0 And the fixed 
Principle was, Betrer a Schilm withour the Church, 
than a Faction within it. &s. This was at that time 
Publiſh'd and Own'd, as the Senſe of the Clergy in 
Convocation. Which Temper and Reſolve, ſocoarrg- 
ry to that which might have been expeGted, npon that 
Happy and Glorious Revolution, did a linle alter his 
Sentiments in that matrer 3 and he ſaw himſelf per- 
| fetly driven from them, Delſpairing therefore to foe 
| an Accommodation, he (et himſelf the more vigorouf- 
ly to improve the preſent Liberty, In Fune 1689, the 
AQ of Indulgence palsd, which nor only Tolerated, 
, but allowed the Diſſemers Meetings, and took them 
under the Protection of the Government. 
Soon after which, though he never in the leaſt chan- 
: I] £4 his Judgment, as to the lawfulneſs of joining in 
the Common-Prayer, bat was ſtill ready to doir occa- 
fionally : Yer the Miniſters that Preached at Phitewe- 
Chappel , being often uncertain in their coming, 
which kept his Meeting at Broad-Oak at like uncertain- 
ties, to the frequent diſappointment of many of his 
+ WU Hearers that came from far ; he was at laſt prevailed 
c © with to Preach at Publick time eyery Lord's-day, which 
he continned to do while be lived, much to his own 
latisfaction, and the ſatisfaQtion of "bis Friends. An 
ic WJ Eminent Miniſter in L ancaſhrre,vhodid in like manner 
alter his Practiſe abour that time, gave this for a rea» 
bs ſon, That he bad been for Twenty ſeven Tears ſtriving to 
te. Wl #:4/e 4 Generation of Men, who after all would not be 
pleaſed, and therefore he would no longer endeavour it as be 
bad done. 
Ce- It may be of uſe to give ſome account how he ma- 
naged bis Miniſterial Work, in the latter part of his 
tine, wherein he had as fignal —_ of "_—_ 
z ence 
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ſence of God with bim, as ever 5 enabling bim ill 
to bring forth Fruit in old Age 5 and to renew bis 
Touth like the Eagles, Though what he did, he (till 
did grazs, and would do (o, yer he was not willing to 
have any conlftant Atifiant, nor bad he ary ; fo much 
was be in bis Element, when he was about his 
Maſter's Work : "I'was his Meat and Drink to 
do it, 
1.Asto his conſtant SabbathWork,be was Uniform,” nl 
abundant in it, He began his Morning Family-Worſhir, 
on Lord's dayes, at $ a Clock, when be Read and Ex: 
pounded pretty largely, Sung @ Plalm and Prayed ; 
and many ſtrove to come time enough to join with 
him in that Service, He began in Publick juſt at Nine 
a Clock Winerand Summer. His Meeting-place was 
an Out-building of his own, near adjoining to his 
Houſe, fitted up very decently and conveniently for 
the purpole. He began with Prayer, then be ſung 
Pſal. 100, without readirg the Line 3 next he read 
and expounded & Chapter in the Old Teſlament ir 
the Morning, and in the New Teſtament in the Af- 
#ernoon. e looked upon tbe Publick reading of the 
Scriprures in Religious Afſcmblies, to be an Ordipance 
of God; and that it tended very much to the Edif- 
cation of People by that Ordinance, ro have what is 
Read Expounded to them. The bare reading of the 
Word, he uſed to compare to the throwing of « Net 
into the Water ; bur the Expounding of it, is like the 
Jpreading out of that Ner, which makes ic the more 
' likely ro catch Fiſh ; eſpecially” as ke managed ir with 
Practical profitable Obſervations. Some that - have 
heard him read a Chapter with this thought 3 how will 
he make ſuch a Chapter as this uſeful ro us > have 
been furprized with ſuch pertinent uſeful InftruCtions, 
as they have owned to be as much for their Edification 
45 
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as any Sermon. And commonly when be bad Expoun« 
ded a Chapter, he would defire them when they came 
home, to read ir over, and recolle& ſome of 'thoſe 
things that had been ſpoken ro them our © of 
It, 

In his Exoounding of the Old Teſtament, he in- 
dutriouſly ſought for fomerhing in it concerning Chriſt, 
who is the'true Treaſure, hid in the Field, the true 
Manns hid in the D:# of the Oid Teſtament. Take 
one Inſtance ; The laſt Sabbath rhat ever he ſpenc 
with his Children at Cheſter, in the publick Morning 
Warſhip, be Read and Expounded the laſt Chapter 
of the Book of F»b : After he had gone through the 
Chaprer, and obſerved what he thou ughc fic out of ir, 
he expreſſed himſelf ro this purpoſe : When I have 
re1d a Chapter in the O'd Teſtament, I uſe #0 enquire 
what there 13 in it that points at Chriſt, or # ay. way dp* 
plicable to Chrift; Here s in this Chapter 4 great deal 
of ſob, But # there notb; ng of Chrijt bere *? Ter 
you have heard of the Patienc?: of Job, and have in him 
ſeen the end of the Lord. Tha in Job s applicable to 
Chriſt, that after he had patiently gone through but Suf- » 
ferings, he was appainted an Interceſſor for bis unkind 
Friends, V.8$. Go to my Servant Fob, and my Ser- 
vant Fob ſhall pray for you, for him will I accepr. 
IF any one hath an Errand to God, let him go to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and put it int by band, for there u no acceptance 
to be baped for with Gd, but by him, whoa # bs beloved 
Sm; not only with whom be # well pleaſed, but in whom, 
viz. with w in bim: be bath made uw accepted in the Be- 
led. 

After the Expoſition of the Chapter he ſung a Plalm, 
and commnnly choſe a Plalm fuirable ro rhe Chaprer 
be had Expounded 5 and would briefly tell bis Hea- 
rers how they might ſing that Fon with Underſtand- 
I 3 ing, 
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ng, and what effettions of Soul! ſhould be working to- 
"wards God , in the (linging of ir ; his hints of that 
"kind were of great uſe, and contributed much ro the 
right Performance of that Service ; be often ſaid, The 
more ſinging of Pſalms there is in our Families and Con- 
gregations, on Sabbath-days, the more like they are to Hea- 
ven, and the more there u in them of the Everlaſting Sab- 
batb, He would ſay ſometimes, he loyed to ling whole 
Plalms rather than pieces, 
Aﬀter the Sermon in the Morning, he ſung 
the 117th P/a/m, without reading the Line. 

He intermined at Noon about an Hour and & half, 
and on Sacrament days not near ſo long, in which 
time he took ſome little Refreſhment in his Scudy, ma- 
king no folemn Dinner ; yet many of bis Friends did 
pariake of his Carnal, as well as of his Spiritual 
things, as thoſe did that follow'd Chriſt, of whom 
he was careful they ſhould not faint by tbe way. , The 
Morning Sermon was repeated, by a ready Writer, 
to thoſe that ſtaid in the Meeting place, as many did, 
and when that was done, he begun the Afternoons 

+ Exerciſe ; in which be not only Read and Expounded 
s Chapter, bur Catechized the Children, and Ex- 
_—_— the Catechiſm briefly before Sermon. T hus did 

go from ſtrength to ftrength and from Duty tro Dary,on 
Sabbatb-days ; running the ways of God's Cemmand- 
ments with an en/arged Heart. . And the varicty and vi- 
yacity of his publick Services, made them exceeding 
- to all that joined with him, who never had 


cauſe to complain of bis being tedious. He us'd to 
lay, Every Minute of Sabbath Time is precious, and none 
of 3t to be loſt ; And that be ſcarce thought the Lord's 
day well ſpent, if he were not weary in Body at 
Night ; @earied with his Work, bur not @eary of it, 
as he uſed to diſtinguiſh, He would ſay ſomerimes 

| thole 


© Sabbath in a brief Rehearſal of rhe Marrow and Sub- 
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thoſe abour bim, when he had gone through the Duties 
of a Sabbath; Well, if tha be not the way to Heaven, 
I do not know what is. In prefling People ro Number 
their days, he would eſpecially exhort them ro Num» 
ber their Sabbath-days, how many they have been, and 
how ill they have been ſpent ; how few "iis like they 
may be,that they may be ſpent berrerz and to help in the 
Account he would | ſay, that for every ewenty Tears of 
our Lives, we enjoy above a thouſand Sabbaths, which 
mult all be accounted for in the day of Reckony 
ing. 
As to his conſtaor Preaching, ir was very Subſtanti- 
al and Elaborate, and greatly ro Editication, He nsd 
to ſay, he could not Search in his Preaching 3; that 1s, 
he would not ; as knowing rhat where the Language 
and Expreſſion is (tiff, and forced, and fine {as they: 
call it) it doth nor reach the greateſt part of the Hea- 
rers, When he grew old he would fay, fure he might 
now rake a greater liberty ro za/h, as he call'd ir, in * 
the Pulpit ; that is, to ſpeak familiarly to People ; ye? 
to the laſt he abared not in his Preparations for the” 
Palpir, nor eyer delivered any thing raw and undigeſt- * 
ed ; much leſs any thing unbecoming the Graviry and 
Seriouſneſs of the Work. If bis Preaching were talk- 
ing, it was talking to che purpoſe. His Sermons'were 
not Common Place, bur even when his Subjects 
were the moſt plain and trite, yet his management of 
them was uſually peculiar and ſurprizing. In thoſe 
Years as formerly, he kept for the molt part in & me- 
thod for Sabjedts, and was yery ſeldom above one 
Sabbath upon a Text, And his conſtant Practiſe was, 
as it had been before, when he concluded a Subject 
that he had been a good while upon, he ſpent one 


ſtance, of the many Sermons he ” Preached upon 
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it ; which he call'd the clenching of the Nail, that it 
might be as a Nail in a ſure place. So very induſtrious 
was he, and no leſs ingenious in bis endeavours, that 
bis Hearers might be able, after hu Deceaſe, to have theſe 


things always in remembrance, 2 Pet. 1. 15. and it1s 
boped, that by the Blefling of God, the effect did 


not alcogether diſappoint his Expectation. In the la- 
ter times of bis Miniſtry, he would often contrive the 
Heads of his Sermons to begin with the ſame Letter, 
or rather two and two of a Letter 3 bur he did nor 
at all ſeein ro affect or force it ; only if it fell in natu- 
rally and cafily, he thought it a good help to 
Memory, and of uſe, eſpecially ro the younger tort, 
And he would fay, the chief reaſon why he did ir, 
Was becauſe *tis frequently obſeryed in the Scripture, 

;particularly the Book of Plalas. And though it be 
not a faſhionable Ornament of Diſcourſe, if it be a 
Scripture Ornament, that is ſufficient 10 recommend 
ir, at leaſt ro juſtifie ir againſt the imputation of Child- 
> "iſhneſs; (Mr. Porter of Whitchurch very much us'd ir, 
fo did Mr, Malden) But the Excellency of his Ser- 
” mons, lay chiefly in the Enlargements, which were al- 
ways very ſolid, grave and judicious ; but in expre(- 
fing and marſhalling his Heads, be often condeſcended 
below his own Judgment, to help his Hearers Memo- 
ries. Some of his Subjects (when he had finiſhed 
them) he made ſome ſhort Memorandums of in Verſe, 
a Diltich or rwo of each Sabbaths work, and gave 
them out in Writing , among the young ones of his 
Congregation, many of whom wrote them, and learn- 
ed them, and profited by them. 

It might be of uſe (eſpecially ro thoſe who had the 
happineſs of fitting under bis Miniſtry) to give ſome 
Account of the Method of his Sabbath Subjects, du- 
ring the laſt Eight or Nine Years cf bis Miniſtry ; 

and 
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and it was defign'd, till *rwas formd 'rwonld ſwell rhi# 
Narrative into too great a Bulk. 

\'2. As to the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 
thoſe Myſteries of God, which Miniſters are the Stewards 
of. 

As to the Sacrament of Baptiſm, be had never (that 
I know of) Baptized any Children (except his own) 
from the time be- was-turn'd out in 1662, till this laſt 
Liberty came, though often defir'd ro do it ; ſuch was 
the render regard be had ro the Eſtabliſhed Church ; 
bur now he reviv'd the Adminiſtration of that Ordi- 
nance in his Congregation. The occafion was this ; 
One of the Pariſh-Miniſters Preaching at Whitewel 
Chappel, Mr. Henry and bis Family, and many of 
his Friends being preſent, was earneſtly caurioning 
People not to go to Conventicles, and us'd this as an 
Argument againſt it, That they vere Baptized into the 
Church of England : Mr. Henrys Catholick Charity 
could not well digeſt this Monopolizing of the great 
Ordinance of Baptiſm, and thought ir time to bear 
his Teſtimony. againſt ſuth narrow Principles, which 
be ever expreſſed bis dilike of in all Parties and Per- 
ſwations. Accordingly he rook the next opportunity 
that offer'd it} ſelf, publickly ro Baptize a Child, and 
deſir'd the Congregation to bear witneſs, That be did 
not Baptize that Child into the Church of England, nor 
into the Church of Scotland, nor into the Church of the 
Diſſenters, nor #mto the Church at Broad-Oak, but in- 
to the viſible Catholick Church of Feſus Chriſt. Aﬀter 
this be Baptized very many, and always pubtlickly, 
though being in the Country they were commonly car- 
ried a good way. The publick Adminiſtration of 
Raptiſm, he not only judged moſt agreeable to the 
Nature and End of the Ordinance, bur found to be 
rery profitable and edifying to the Congregation ; for 

] he 
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be always took that occafion, not only wo explain the 
Dature of the Ordinance, bur affetionately and pathe- 
tically ro excite People duly to improve their Baptiſm, 
He ufually received the Child immediately out of the 
hands of the Parent that preſented it, and return'd it 
into the ſame bands again, with this or the like charge, 
Take thu Child, and bring it up for Gad. He us'd to 
lay, that one advantage of publick Baptiſm was, that 
there were many to join in Prayer for the Child, in 
which therefore, and in Blefling God for it, be was u- 
fually very large and particular. After be bad Bapti- 
zed the Child, before be gave it back ro the Parent he 
commonly uſed theſe words; He receive this Child in- 
#0 the Congregation of Chriſt's Church, having waſhed it 
with Water, in the Name of the Father, and of the 
Sow, and of the Holy Ghoſt , in tchen that hereafter it 

8 not be aſhamed to confeſs Chriſt Crucified, and man- 

ly #6 fight, &c, 

He Baptized many adult Perſons, that through the 
Errour of their Parents , were not Baptized in Infancy, 
and ſome in Publick. 

The Solemn Ordinance of the Lord's Supper be con- 
tantly Celebrated in his Congregation once a Month, 
and always to a yery confiderable number of Commu- 
nicants. He did not uſually obſerve publick days 0 
Preparation for that Ordinance, other than as they 
fell in courſe in the weekly Lectures 5 nor did be c- 
ver appropriate any particular Subject of his Preach- 
ing toSacrament-days, baving a great felicity in adapt- 
ing any profitable Subject to ſuch an occaſion : and he 
would fay, Whardid the Primitive Chriftians do, when 
they Celebrated rhe Lord's Supper every Lord's day? 
His Adminiſtration of this Ordinance was very ſolemn 
and affeRting. He had been wont to go about in the 
Congregation, and to deliver the Elements with bi 
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own band ;. bur in his later rime, be delivered them 
only to thoſe near him, and ſo they were handed from © 
one to another, with the atfitance of one who fup+ 
plied the Office of a Deacon, as baving allo the Ch- 
{tody and diſpoſal of the Money gathered fcr the nſe of 
the Poor 3 Mr. Henry taking, and carefully keeping & 
particular account of it, 

Such as defir'd to be admitted to the Lord's Supper, 
he firſt diſcourſed with concerning their Spiritual Srate 
and how the Caſe ſtood between God and their Souts , 
not only to examine them, but ro inſtru} and teach 
them, and to encourage them as he ſaw occalion 3 gent- 
ly leading thoſe whom he diſcern'd ro be ſerious, though 
weak o timorous : He uſually diſcourſed with rhem 
more than once, as finding Precept upon Precepr, and 
Line upon Line neceſſary : bur he did it with fo muck 
Mildneſs and Humility, and tenderneſs, and endeas» 
vour to make! the beſt of every body, as did grea 
affet and win upon many, He was herein like 
our Great Maſter, who can have compaſſion on the 
ipnorant » and doth not deſpiſe" the day of ſmall 
things. 

Bur his admiſſion of young People, our of the rank 
of Catechumens into that of Communicants, had a pe- 
culiar folemnity in ir. Such as he Carechiz'd, when 
they grew up to ſome Years of diſcretion, if he ob- 
ſerved them to be intelligent and ſerious, and to (er 
their Faces Heaven-wards 3; he marked them out ro 
be admitted to the Lord's Supper ; and when he bad 
a competent number of ſuch, rwelve or fifteen per- 
haps, or more ; he order'd each of them to come ro him 
leverally, and diſcourſed with them of the things be- 
longing to their Everlaſting Peace; pur it to their 
choice whom they would ſerve; and endeavoured ro 
offet them with thoſe things with which by their 
Carechiſms 
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© Catechiſms they bad been made acquainted ; drawing 
theres with the Cords of a Man, and the bands of 
Love, into the way which is called Holy, For (eve- 
ral Lord's days be Catechized them, particularly in 
Pablick, touching tbe Lord's Supper, and the Daty 
of Preparation - it, avd their Baptiſmal Covenant , 
which in that Ordinance they were to take upon them- 
ſelves, and to. make their own 4# and Deed. Oken 
telling theaa upon ſuch occafions, that they were not 
to oblige themlelyes tro any more than what they were 
alzeady obliged to by theic Bapti/m, only ro bind them - 
ſelves faſter to ic. Then be appointed a day in the 
Week before the Qrdinance 5 when in a folemn Al- 
ſembly on purpoſe, he prayed for them, and preached 
a Sermon to them , proper to their Age and Circum- 
Rances ; and fo the Ellowing Sabbath they were all 
xeceived together to the Lord s Supper. This be look- 
ed upon as the right Confirmation, or Tranſition into 
the State of adult Church memberſhip. The more 
folemn our Covenanting with God is, the more deep 
and the more durable the impreſſions of it are likely 
to be. He bath Recorded it in his Diary, upon one 
of theſe occations, as his Hearts defire and prayer for 
thoſe who were thus admitted 3 © That it might be 
* as the day of their Eſpouſals ro the Lord Jeſus, and 
* that they might each of them have a Wedding Gar- 
* ment. 

3- The Diſcipline he obſerved in his Congregation 
was, not ſuch .as be could bave wilſkcd for, byt the 
beft be could ger, confidering what a ſcatter'd” Flock 
he had , which was his trouble, but it could not be 
helped. He would ſometimes apply ro the circum- 
ances he wagjin, that of Moſes, Deut. 12.8,9. However, 
I ſee not bur the end was effectually attained by the 
methods he took, though there wanted the formality 
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of Officers and Church-Meetings, for the purpoſe. If 
be beard of any that walked diſorderly, he ſent for 
them, and reproved them, gently or ſharply, as he 
ſaw the Caſe required. If the Sin bad ſcandal in ir, 
be ſuſpended them from the Ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper, till they gave ſome tokens of their Repen- 
tance and Reformation. And where the offence was 
publick and groſs, bis jadgment was, that ſame pub- 
lick {atisfaCtion ſhould be made to the Congregation , 
before Readmiliion, Bur whatever offence did bap- 
pen, or breaches of the Chriftian Peace, Mr. Henry's 
peculiar Excellency lay in reſtoring with the Spirit of 
meekneſs 3 which, with his great Prudence and Love, 
and Condeſcenfion, did ſo much command the reſpects 
of his People, and win upon them, that there was a 
Univerſal Satisfaction in all his Management; and ir 
may truly be ſaid of him as it was of David, 2 Sam, 
3. 36. That whatſcever be did pleaſed all the People. 
And it is an Inſtance and Evidence, that thoſe Mini- 
ſters who will Rule by Love and Meekneſs, need no 
Laws or Canons to Rule by, other than thoſe of the 
Holy Scripture. How forceable are right words ? 
Fob. 6. 25. 

. He was very ſtrict and very ſerious in obſer- 
ving the Publick Faſts appointed by Authority, and cal- 
led them a delight. He had ſeldom any one to affiſt 
him in carrying on the Duties of thoſe Days, but per- 
form'd the Service of them himſelf alone. He be- 
gan at Nine of the Clock, or quickly after, and ne- 
ver ſtirred our of the Palpit till about four in the Af- 
rernoon, ſpending all that time in Praying and Exponn- 
ding, and Singing, and Preaching, to the admiration 
of all that heard him, who were generally more on 
ſuch days than uſual. And he was ſometimes ob- 
ſerved, to be more warm and lively towards the 
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latter end of the Duties of a Faſt-day, than at the be- 
ginning ; as if oF Spin were moſt willing and enlar- 
when the Fleſh was mott weak, In all his Per- 
ormances on Pablick Faſt-days ; he did, hoc agere, 
attend to rhat which was the proper work of the day 5 
every thing is beautiful in its Seaſon. His Prayers and 
pleadings with God on thoſe days, were elpecially 
for National Mercjes, and the pardon of National Sins ; 
How excellently did he order the Caule before God, 
and fill his Mouth with Arguments in his large and 
particular Intercetiions for the Land, for the King, the 
Governmentgthe Army the Navy the Church, the French 
Proteſtants, &c. He was another Facob, a Wreſtler, 
an Iſrael, a Prince with God. Before a Faſt-day he 
would be more than ordinarily inquiſitive concerning 
the ſtare of publick affairs, as N:-bemiab was, Neb. 1. 
2. that he might know the better how to order his Pray- 
ers and Preaching : for on ſuch a day (be hath fome- 
rimes ſaid ) a good ſay nothing, as nothing to the pur 
pob. He made ir bis bufineis on Faſt-days, to ſhew 
cople their Tranſgreffions, eſpecially rhe Houſe of 
Facob their Sins. "Tis moſt proper (laid he) to Preach 
of Chriſt on Lord's days, to Preach of Sin on Faſt-days, 
and to Preach Duty on both. He went over the third 
Chapter of the Revelation, in the Faſt Sermons of 
rwwo Years. Another Year he Preached over the par- 
riculars of that Charge, Jeph. 3. 2, Hypocrifie 
in Hearers, and Flattery in Preachers ( as he 
would ſometimes ſay ) is bad at any time, bur 
ir is eſpecially abominable upon a day of Humi- 
liation. 

5. He Preached a great many Lefure:, in the Caun- 
try about, ſome #ated, ſome occafional, in ſupplying of 
which be was very indefatigable. He hath ſometimes 
Preached a LeQture ; ridden cight or nine Miles, and 
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Preached another, and the next day rwo more : To 
quicken himſelf ro diligence he would often ſay, our 
opportunities are paſſing away, and we muſt work while 
it # day, for the Night cometh. Once having very 
wer and foul Weather to go through to Preach a 
Lecture ; he faid , be comforred himſelf with rwo 
Scriptures, one was 2 Tim. 2. 3. Endure bardnefi 4 
good Soldier of Feſw Chrift. The other (becauſe he 
expoſed and hazarded bis Health, for which ſome 
blamed bim) was 2 Sam. 6, 21. It was before the Lord, 
He took all occafions in his LeCtures abroad, ro poſſeſs 
the minds of People with ſober and moderate Princi- 
ples, and to ſtir them up to the ſerious regard of thoſe 
things wherein we are all agreed. We are met bere to- 
zether (laid be once in an Exhortation, with which he 
often began at bis Lecture) nor becauſe we think our ſelves 
better than others, but becauſe we defire to be better than 
we are. 

He was very happy in the choice of his Subjects for 
his Week-day Lectures. Ar one which was tated, he 
Preached againſt Errors in general, from Fam. 1. 163 
Do not err my beloved Brethren, particularly from di- 
yers other Scriptures he ſhewed, that we muſt nor Err ; 
concerning God and Chrift, and the Spiris, concerning 
Sin and Repentance, Faith and Good Works ; concern- 
ing God's Ordmances, concerning Grace and Peace, and 
Aﬀtitions and Proſperity, and the things of the Life to 
come, At the Monthly Lectures at his own Honſe, he 
choſe ro Preach upon the Four laft things Death and 
Fudgment, Heaven and Hell, in many particulars, bur 
commonly a new Text far every Sermon. When he 
had in many Sermons finiſhed the firſt of the Four ; 
one that us'd to hear him ſometimes, enquiring of bis 

ogreſs in his Subjects, asked himif he had done with 
Death ? meaning that Subjet concerning Death ; 
ro 
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to which he pleaſantly replied, No, I have not done with 
kim yet; I muſt have another turn with bim, and he 
will give me a Fall; but I bope to bave the Victory 
atlait. He would ſomerimes remove the Lectures in 
the Country from one place to another, for the benetir 
of thoſe that could not Travel. Once having adjourn- 
cd a Lecture to a new place, he began it there with a 
Sermon on Afs 17. 6. Theſe men that have turned the 
World upfide down, are come hither alſo; in which he 
ſhew'd bow falſe the Charge is as they meant it ; for 
Religion doth not diſturb the Peace of Families 
or Societies, doth not cauſe any diſorder or unquiet- 
nels, ©c. And yet that in another ſenſe there is a 
great Truth in it; That when the Golpel comes 
in Power to any Scul, it turns the World upfide 
down in that Soul , ſuch is the Change it makes 
there, 

All this be did grats, and without being burthen- 
fome - to any 3 nay be was beſt pleas'd , when at the 
places where be Preached, nothing was got for his En- 
rertainment ,' bur be came home ( though ſome 
Miles) Faſting ; as io other places it was a trou- 
"ble to him to ſee his Friends careful about much 
ſerving, tho' it was our of their reſpect ro bim. 

Laſtly, As he was an excellent Preacher him- 
ſelf, ſo he. was an exemplary Hearer of the Word, 
when others Preached, though every way his Infe- 
riours, ſo reverenn, ſerious, and attentive was he in 
bearing, and ſo obſervant of what was ſpoken. I 
bave heard him tell, that he knew one (and I ſuppoſe 
it was as Paul knew a Man in Chriſt) who could 
truly fay, to the Glory of God, that for Forty Years 
he had never flept at a Sermon. He was diligent 
alſo ro improve what be heard afterwards by Me- 
ditation , Repetition, Prayer and Diſcourſe ; and be 

Was 
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was a very great Encourager of young Minilters 
that were bumble and ſerious, though. their Abi- 
lities and Perfarmances were but mean. He hath 
noted in his Diary, (as that which affeCted him ) 
this ſaying of a godly Man, a Hearer of his, * I 
* find x calier to go fix Miles to hear a Sermon, than 
* to ſpend one quarter of an Hour in Meditating and 
* Praying over & in Secrer, (as I ſhould) when 1 come 
home. 

As to the Circumſtances of his Family in theſe laſt 
nine Years of his Life, they were ſomewhar ditfe- 
rent from what they had been 3 but the ſame Candle 
of God which bad ſhined upon his Tabernacle, con- 
tinued ſtill to do ſo. In the Years 1687, and 16858, 
he Married all his Five Children, the three eldeft in 
four Months time, in the Year 1687. and the other 
wwoina Yearand a half after; ſo many Swarm: (as 
heus'd to call them! out of bs Hive; and all not only 
with his full Conſent, but to his abundant Comfort 
and Satisfaftion, He would fay, he thought it the 
Duty of Parents to ſtudy ro oblige their Children 
in that affair, And though never could Children be 
more eafie and \at reſt in a Father's Houſe than his 
were, yet he would ſometimes ſay concerning them, as 
Naomi to Ruth, Ruth 3.1. Shall I not feek reft for thee ? 
Two advices be vosd to give, both to bis Children 
and others, in their Choice of that Relation: One was, 
Keep within the bounds of Profeſſion, ſuch as one may 
charitably hope is from a good Principle. The other 
was, Lock at Suitablenef, in Age, Quality, Educati- 
on, Temper, &c. He usd to obſerve from Gen. t- 
18. I will make him a help meet for him ; that where 
there 1s not Meetneſs , there will not be much Help. 
And be would commonly fay to bis Children, with 
reference to that choice ; Pleaſe God and pleaſe your 
ſelves, 
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ſelves, and you ſhall never diſpleaſe me 3 and greatly 
blamed thoſe Parents, who conclude Matches for their 
Children, and do not ask Cuunſel at their Mouth. 
He never aim'd at great things in the World for his 
Children, bur ſought for them in the firſt place the 
Kingdom of God, and the Righteouſneſs thereof, 
He us'd, to mention ſomerimes the ſaying of a Pious 
Gentlewoman, that had many Daughters. The Care 
of moſt People, # how to get good Huband: for their 
Daughters ; but my care # ,to fit my Daughters to bt: 
good Hives, and then let God provide for them. In this 
as in other things, Mr. Henry ſteerd by that Princi- 
ple; That a Man's Life conſifteth not in the abun 
dance of the things that he poſſeſſeth. And it pleaſed 
Gad fo to order ir, that all his Children were di(poſed 
of, into Circumſtances very agreeable and comforta- 
ble, both for Life and Godlinefl, He was greatly af- 
fected with the Goodneſs of God to him herein, with- 
our any forecaſt or contrivance of his own. The Coun- 
try (faith be in his Diary) takes notice of it, and what 
' then ſhall I render * Surely this is a Token fo 
00d. 
. All bis Four Daughters were Marry'd at White! 
Chappel, and be Preach'd a Wedding Sermon for 
each of them, in bis own Family after. He would 
often tell his Friends, That thoſe who defire, in the 
Married Condition, to live in the Favour of God, mult 
enter upon that Condition in the Fear of God. Fo 
it's an ill Omen to ſtumble at the Threſhold ; and z 
Error in the firſt Concottion, is ſeldom amended in the 
ſecond. 

While be lived, he had much comforrt in all bis Chil 
dren and their Yoke fellows, and ſomewhat the more 
that by the Divine Providence, four of the five Fa 
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milies which Branched out of his, were fertled in 
Cheſter. 

His youngeſt Daughter was Married 05 26, 
1688. the ſame Day of the Year /as he rves in 
his Diary ) and the Au Day of the Week, and in 
the ſame place tbat he was Married to bis dear Wife, 
rwenty eight Years before 3 upon which this is his Re- 
mark, I cannot deſire for them, that they ſhould receive 
more from God than we have received, in thas Relation 
and Condition ; but I would defire, and do deſire, that 
they may do more for God in it than we have done. His 
uſual Complement to his New-Married Friends, was, 
others wiſh you al Happineſi, I wiſh you al Holineff, 
and then there is no doubt but you will have all Hap» 
ineſi. 
; When the Marriage of the laft of bis Daughters 
was about to be concluded on, be thus writes 3 But # 
Joſeph gone, and Simeon gone, and muſt Benjamin go 
alſo We will not ſay that all theſe things are againit 
w, but for w: If we muſt be thus in tha merciful way 
bereav'd of our Children, let w be bereav'd ; and God 
turn it for good to them, as we know be will if they 
love and fear bis Name. And when, ſometime after 


'F ſhe was Married, he parted with her to the Houſe of 


her Husband, be thus writes ; We bave ſent her away, 
not as Laban ſaid be would have ſent hu Daughters a- 
way, with Mirth, and with Songs, with Tabrer, and 
with Harp, but with Prayers and Tears, and hearty good 
wiſhes; And now ((aith he in his Diary) me are a- 


ll /ne 4a74in, ds we were 1n our beginning :. God be berter 


to us than twenty Children. Upon the ſame occafion 
be thus writes to a dear Relation 3 We are now left as 
we were, One and One, and yet but one One ; the Lord, 
I eruſt, that hath brought us thus far, will enable w to 
finiſh 
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finiſh well; and then all will be well, and not till 
then. 

That which be ofren mentioned, as the matter of 
bis great Comfort that it was fo, and his defire that ir 
might continue ſo, was, the Love and Unity that 
was among bis Children ; and that (as he writes) the 
Tranſplanting of 'them into cew Relations, had not 
leſſened that Love, but rather increaſed ir ; for this he 
often gave thanks to rhe God of Love; noting from 
Fob 1. 4. That the Childrens Love to one another is 
the Parents Comfort and Joy. In bis Laſt 1:1 and 
Teſtament, this is tbe Prayer which be puts up for 
his Children, That the Lord would build them up in 
Holineſs, and continue them ftill in Brotherly Love, as 
« bundle of Arrows which cannot be broken. 

When his Children were removed from bim, he was 
a daily Interceſſor at the Throne of Grace , for them 
and their Families. Still the Burat-offerings were of- 
fered according to rhe number of them all. Hz uſed ra 
lay, Surely th: Children of ſo many Prayers will not 
miſcarry. Their particular Circumſtances of AMicti- 
on and Danger, were ſure to be mentioned by bim 
with ſuirable Peritions. The greatelit AfiQion he ſaw 
in his Family, was the Death of bis dear Daughter in 
Law, Catharine, the only Daughter of Samuel! Hard- 
ware, Elq; who, abour a Year and a half after ſhe 
was Tranſplanred into bis Family (ro which ſhe was 
the greateſt Comfort and Ornament imaginable) dy'd 
of the Small-Pox in Child-bed, upon the Thankſgiving 
day for King William's coming in. She dy'd bat a few 


Weeks after Mr. H:nry bad Married the laſt of his 
Davghters, upon which Marriage he bad faid ; Nez 
me have a full Leaſe, God only knows which Life will 
drop firſt, She comforted her ſelf in the extremity of 
her illneſs with this word, Well, when I come to Hen- 

ven, 
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ven, I ſhall ſee that I could not have been without tha 
Afﬀiition, She had been for ſome time before under 
ſome Fears as to her Spiritual State, bur the Clouds 
were throagh Grace diſpell'd, and ſhe finiſhed ber 
Courſe with Joy, ard a Cheerful Expectation of the 
Glory to be reveal'd, When ſhe lay ill, Mr. Henry 
(being in fear not only for ber that was ill, but for 
the reſt of his Children in Chefter, who had none of 
them paſt rhe Pikes of that perillous Diſtemper) wrote 
thus to bis Son, on the Evening of the Lord's Day ; 
I bave juſt done the publick Work of thu Day, wherein, 
before many ſcores of Witneſſe:r, many of whom I dare 
ſay, are no little concerned for you: I have abſolute+ 
ly, freely, and unreſerved!y given you all up to the good 
Will and Pleaſure of our Heavenly Father, waiting what 
be will do with ws, for good I am ſure we bave received, 
and ſhall we not receive Evil alſo. He Preached ax 
Chefter, upon occafion of that ſad Breach in bis Fami- 
ly, on Fob 10. 3. Shew me wherefore' thou contendeſt 
wich me, 

When two of bis Children lay ill, and in perillous 
Circumitances, afrer he bad been wreſtling with God 
in Prayer for them, he wrote thus in bis Diary; * If 
* the Lord will be pleaſed to grant me my Requeſt 
this time concerning my Children, I will not fay as 
* the Beggars at our Door uſero do, Fll never ak any 
* thing of him again; bur on the contrary, be ſhall 
' hear oftner from me than ever ; and I will /ove God 
' the better, and love Prayer the better, as long as I 
* live. He usg'd to fay, Trades-mea take ir ill, if 
thoſe that are in their Books, go to another 
Shop; while we are ſo much indebted ro God for 
paſt Mercies, we ate bound ro attend him for 
lurther Mercics, 
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As he was an Intercelior for bis Children at the 
Throne of Grace, ſo be was upon all occafions a Re- 
membrancer to them, both by Word and Letter, to 
quicken them to that which is good. How often did 
he inculcate this upon them ? Love one another, and 
the God of Love and Peace will be with you. Do all you 
can, while you are together, to belp one another to Hea- 
ven, that you may be together there, for ever, and with 
the Lord, When the Families of his Childrea were 
in Health and Peace, the Candle of God ſhining upon 
their Tabernacles, he wrote thus to them 3; © 'T was 
* one of Fob's Comforts in bis Profperiry, that his 
* Children loved one another, and feaſted rogether : 
© The lame is ours in you, which God continue, Bur 
* you will not be offended, if we pray that you may 
© none of you Curſe God in your Hearts, Re- 
* member, the Wheel is always in Motion , and 
* the Spoke that is uppermoſt will be under, and 
* therefore mix Tremblings always with your 
* Joy. . 

He much rejoyced in the Vifts of his Children , 
and made that as other things, which were the matter 
of bis Rejoycing, the matter of his Thanksgiving. His 
uſual ſaying at parting, was, This #5 not the World we 
are to be together in, and "tis well it is not, but there i: 
ſuch a Warld before w : And his uſual Prayer 
was, That our next Meeting might be either in Heaven, 
or fare on itt dur ay toward: it, 

e had in eight Years time, twenty four Grand- 
children Born, ſome by each of his Children, concern- 
ing whom he would often bleſs God, that they were 
all the Sealed ones of rhe God of Heaven, and EnrolFd 
among bis Lambs, On the Birth of his Second Grand- 
Child, at a troubleſome time as ro publick Aﬀairs, be; 
thus writes, I bave now ſeen my Childrens Children, 

"let 


The L1 FE of Mr. Philip Henry. 191 


let me alſo ſee Peace upon lirael ; and then I will ſay, 
Lord, now letteft thou thy Servant depart. Some were 
OF much affected with it, when he Baptized rwo of his 
d I Grand-children together at Cheſter, publickly » and 
id Bl Preached on Gen. 33- 5. They are the Children which 
"mY God bath graciouſly given thy Servant. He obſerved in 
what a lavory, pious, gracious manner Facob ſpeaks. 
th Y He bad ſpoken good Senſe if be had only ſaid, They 
ICY are my Children, but then he bad not ſpoken like Facob, 
M FF like one that had fo lately ſeen the Face of God. 
as F Though our Speech be not always of Grace, yer it 
us Bf mutt be always with Grace, Grace pour'd into the 
" © Lips. There is a kind of Language, the air of which 
ut Bf peaks it the Language of Canaan ; Chriſtians ſhould 
aY NI ipeak like Chriſtians. 
It was not long after his Children were Married 
nd F from him, but bis Houſe was fill'd again with the Chil- 
nd dren of ſeveral of bis Friends, whom be was, by 
ur E much importunity, perſwaded ro take to Table with 
bim. All that knew him, thought it a thouſand pi- 
N , Fries, that ſuch a Maſter of a Family, ſhould have but 
ner Sa ſmall Family, and. ſhould not have many to fit 
His down under his Shadow. He was firſt almoſt nece(- 


we Efrared magby the death of bis dear Friend and Kin(- 
man, &:.. of 4ſÞ, who left bis Children ro his 
yerECare. Some he rook grats, or for ſmall Confiderati- 


en, Fon; and when by reaſon of the advances of Age be 


could not go about ſo much as he had done, doin 

nd- good, he laid our himſelf ro do the more at home. He 
en" Ekepra Teacher ro attend their Schook-Learning ; and 
they had the benefit, not only of bis InſpeRtion in that, 
but { which was much more) bis Family-Worſhip, 
Sabbath Inftructions, Catechizing and daily Converts 
in which his Tongue was as choice Silver, and his Lips 
ſed many. Nothing but the bopes of doing ſome 

. good 
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dvd to the rifing Generation could baye prevailed 
with bim, to take this trouble upon him. He would 
ofren ſay, We have « buſie Houſe, but there ws a Reſt 
remaining. We muſt be doing ſomething in the Warld 
while we are in it ; but this faſhion will net laſt long, me- 
thinks I ſee it paſſing away. 

Sometimes he had ſuch with him, as had gone 
throvgh cheir Courſe of Univerfity Learning, at pri 
yate Academies, and defired to [pend ſome time in bis 
Family, before their Entrance upon the Miniſtry, that 
they might haye the benefit, not only of his Publick 
and Family InftruCtions, bur of bis Learned and Pious 
Converſe, in which, as be was throu h'y furniſhed, for 
every good Word and Work, fo be was very Free and 
Communicative. The great thing which ke uſed ro 
preſs upon thoſe who intended the Miniſtry, was to 
ſtudy the Scriptures, and mzke them familiar. Boxw 
Textuarius eft bonus Theologw, was a Maxim he often 
minded them of. For rhis purpoſe he recommended 
to them the Rudy of the Hebrew,that they might be able 
to ſearch the Scriptures in the Original. He alſo adviſed 
them ro the uſe of an inter-/eav'd Bible, wherein to inſert 
{ach Expolitions and Obſervations,as occur occaſionally 
in Sermons or other Books 3; which be would ſay, are 
more bappy' and conliderable ſomerimes, rhan tho# 
that are found in the profeſſed Commentators. When 
ſome young Men defird the Happineſs of coming in 
to bis Family, he would tell them, * You come ro me 
* as Naaman did to Eliſha, expeCting that I ſhould do 
© this and 'rother for you, and alas, I can but fay a 
© be did, Go waſh in Fordan ; Go, Study the Scrip- 
* rures. I profels to teach no other Learning but 
* Scripture Learciing. It was bur a little before be dy- 
ed, that in reading I/a. 5o. he obſerved from »v. 4. 
The Lord God hath given me the Tongue of the learned &c. 
That 
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That the true Learning of a Goſpel Minifter conſifts 
not in being able to ralk Latin fluently, and ro diſpure 
[2 I in Philoſophy, bur in being able ro ſpeak 4 word in Sea- 
Id | ſonto weary Souls. Hethat knows how todo that well, 
1e- 1S2 learned Mianifter. 


hat GHAP, IK 


for His Sickneſs ; Death , and Bus 


nd rial. 


xu B | N the time of bis Health, he made Death very fa- 
Ren miliar ro himſelf,by frequent and plealing Thoughts 
ied I 8nd Meditations of it ; and endeavoured to make it 
ble I fo to bis Friends, by fpeaking ofren of is. His Ler- 
iſfed YI 11s and Diſcourſes bad ftill ſomething or other which 
ferr If ſpoke bis conſtant expectations of Death ; thus did 
ally I fe learn to dye daily : And ir is hard to fay, whe» 
are Y ther it was more eaſe ro him to (peak, or wneaſie to his 
hot Ml Friends, to bear bim ſpeak of leaving the World. 
ben © This minds me of a paſſage I was told by a worthy 
 in- MY Scorch Miniſter, Mr. Patrick Adair, that Viſiting the 
; me I famous Mr. Durham of Glaſgow. in his laſt Sickneſs, 
| &o Bl which was long and lingring 5 be ſaid ro him, Sir, I 
y ui} -Þ* y0u have foſerall in order, that you havenorhing 
rip: elſe ro do bur to dye: T blefs God (ſaid Mr. Durham) 
but i 1 have not bad that to do neither theſe many Tears. Such 
: dy-MI 5 the comfort of dying daily, when' we come to dye 
v. 4 | indeed, 
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- Mer. Henry's Conſticution was but tender, and yer 
by the Blefling of God upon bis great Temperance , 
and care of bis Diet, and moderate Exerciſe by walk- 
ing in the Air , he did for many Years enjoy a good 
meaſure of Health, which he 'us'd to call The Sugar 
that ſweetens all Temporal Mercies, for which there- 
fore we ought to be very thankful, and of which we 
ought ro be very careful. He had fomerimes violent 
" Fits of the Cholick, which would be very afflictive 
for the time. Towards bis latrer end be was dittreſs'd 
ſomerimes with a pain, which bis Doctor thought 
might ariſe from a Stone in his Kidnies. Being once 
upon the Recovery from an ill Fir of that Pain, be 
ſaid to one of his Friends, that ask'd bim bow bedid, 
he boped by the Grace of God, be ſhould now be able to 
ive one bl:w more to the Devil : Kingdem ; and often 
8d, be did not deſire to live a day longer than he 
muyght do Ged ſome Service. He (aid ro another, when 
he perceived bimlelf Recovering 3 Fell. I thought 1 
had been putting into the Harbour, but find I muſt to 
Sea again. 

He was ſometimes ſuddenly taken with fainting Fits, 
which when he recovered from, be would fay, Dying 
# but a little more. 

When he was in the Sixty third Year of his Age, 
which is commonly called the Grand ClimaGterick, 
and bath been to many the Dying Near, and was fo to 
his Father, he numbred the Days of ir, from 4u- 
gf 24.1693: ro Auguſt 24.1694. when he finiſhed i : 

when be concluded it, he thus wrote in bis Dia 
ry. Ths Day finiſheth my commonly dying Tear, which 
F bave numbred the Days of ; and ſhould now apply my 
Heart more than ever to Heavenly Wiſdom. e was 
much pleaſed with that Expreſſion of our Engliſh Li- 
eargy, 


* Works all their days afrer. And thole that have been 
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trurgy in the Office of Burial, and frequemly ug'd 
In the midſt of Lafe we are in Death. 

The Intirmities of Age, when they grew npon bi; © 
did very little abate bis vigour and livelineſs in Preach» 
ing, but be ſeemed even to renew his Youth as the 
Eagles; as thoſe that are Planted in the Houſe of the 
Lord, who ftill bring forth Fruit in old Age z not ſo 
much to ſhew that they are uprighr, as #0 thew that the 
Lord n upright Pſal. 92. 14, 15. Bur in his lat © 
ter Years, Travelling was very troubleſome ro bim 5 
and he would ſay, as Mr. Dod us'd ro do, that when 
he thought to ſhake himſelf as at other times, be found 
his hair was cut ; his Senſe of this led bim to Preach an ocs 
calional Sermon not long before he dyed, on Fobn 21, 
18. When thou waſt young thou girdedſt thy ſelf, &c, 
Another occahonal Sermon he Preached when he was ; 
old, for bis own Comfort, and the Comfort of his-* 
2ged Friends, on Pſal. 71. 17, 18. O God thou haft 
taught me from my Teuth , &c. he obleryed there , 
T bat it is a blefſed thing to be taught of God from 
our Youth ; and thofe that bave been taught of God 
from their Youth ,” ought ro declare his wondrous 


» 43 
it, 


taughr of God from their Youth, and have all their 
days declared his wondrous Works, may comfortably 
expet,that when they are old he will not forſake them. 
Chriſt is a Maſter that doth nor ufe to caſt off bis old 
Yervants. 

For ſome Years before he dyed, he us'd ro complain 
of an habitual wearineſs, contracted he rhoughr, by his 
ſtanding 19 Preach, ſometimes very nn-afily, and in 
inconvenient places, immedci:rely after Riding. He 
would ſay, every Miniftter was not cut out for an 1t- 
nerant ; and fomerimes the manifeſt artention ard af- 
fetion of People in Hearing, enlarged him both in 
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> fengrh and fervency, ſomewhat more then his ſtrength 
=could well bear. Ic was not many Months before he 
dy'd. that he wrote thus io a dear Relation, who en- 
gir'd follicitouſly concerning his Health. - I am always 
itually weary, and expett no other til I ze down im 
the Bed of Spices. And (bleſſed be God) ſo the Grave 
ist0 all the Saiats, fince he lay in ic who 15s the Role of 
Sharon, and the |Lily of the Vallies. When ſome of 
F his Friends perſwaded him to ſpare kimſelf, be 
"would fay, I's time enough to reſt when 1 4m in 
the Grave ; What were Candles made for, but to 

burn ? 
Ir doth not appear that he bad any particular | WY 
ges of his Death ; bur many inſtances there were of 
| bis actual gracious expeQtation of it, ſomewhar more 
than ordinary for ſome time before. The laſt Viſit be 
made to bis Children in Chefter, was in Fly, 1695. 
almoſt a Year 'belore he dy'd, when he ſpent a Lords- 
day there, and Preached on the lait Verle of the Epi- 
ſtle ro Philemon, The Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt be 
with your Spirie. By Gracehe underitood nor fo much 
the good Will of God towards us, as the good Work of 
God in us, call'd the Grace of Chrit, both becauſe 
he is the Author acd finiſher of it, and becauſe he is 
the Pattern and Samplar of it, Now the choiceſt Gift 
we can ath of God for our Friends #, that thu Grace of 
our Lord Jeſus 'Chrift may be with their Spirie, This 
is the one thing needful, the better pars, the Root of the 
Matter, the whole of Man, the Principal thing, the 
more excelent Way, a Bleſſing indeed, and the thing that 
accompanies Salvation, The Grace of Chriſt 1a the 
Spirit, enlightens and enliven; the Spiric, ſoftens and 
ſubdue: the Spitir,purifies and preſerves the Spirit greatens 
and guides the Spirit, ſweetens and ſtrengthens the Spi- 
ric, and therefore what can be more defirable, A Spr 
yt 
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rit without the Grace of Chriſt, is a Field without a 
Fence, a Foo! withour Underſtanding 3 it is a Horſe 
without a Bridle, and a Houſe withoart Farnitnre ; ir is 
a Ship withour T acle, and a Soldier without Armour 3 
it is a Cloud without Rain, and a Carcaſs withour a 
Soul ; it is a Tree without Fruit, and a Traveller with- 
out a Guide, How earneft therefore ſhould we be in 
praying to God for Grace, both for our ſelves and for 
our Relations. He bad intended to preach upon 
thar Text, when be was at Cheſter the Year before, 
bur was then prevented, by a particular ſad occaſion, 
which obliged bim ro a Funeral Sermon, Divine Pro- 
vidence relerving that Benediftton (which bis Heart 
was much upon) for his Valedifiien, The Thurſday 
following, being kepr as a Faſt io his Sons Congrega- 
tion at Cheſter, he Preached on Luke 19. 41. He beheld; 
the City and wept over it, which proved bis Farewel ro 1 
the Town, as the former was bis Farewel to his Friends Þ 
and Relations in it. | | 
Ir was not mary Weeks before he dyed, that he if 
wrote thus ro one of his Children, * We are well 
* here, thanks be to God, and are glad ro hear that 
* you and yours are well alſo, God in Mercy continue 
* it : Bur wby ſhould we be well always? Do we 
* deſerve ir? Are there no mixtures in onr Obedi- 
* ence? Are there any Perſons or Families,. at whoſe 
* door Sickneſs and Death never knack'd > Muſt the 
* Earth be forſaken for us, or the Rock removed out of 
* #ts place? Is it not enough that we be dealt with 
* according to the manner of Men ? and that we 
* bave a Promile, that it ſhall end well, everlaſtingly | 
* well, 4 
To another of his Children, about the ſame tims: 
he wrires, We are ſenſible that we decline pace, but 
* the beſt of it is, that as Time goes, Eternity comes 3 
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* * andweare in good hope, through Grace, that it will 
*. be a comfortable Eternity. 

It was in April, 1696. a few Weeks before he dy'd, 
that his Sons Father-in-Law, Robert Harbin ton, Eilgj 
was gather'd ro his Grave in peace, in a good old Age ; 
Upon the tidings of whoſe Death, Mr. Henry wrote 
thus to his Son ; Tour Fathers, Where are they? Tow 
Father-in-Law gone, and your own Father going ; but 
you have a Ged-Father that lives for ever. He was wont 
ſomerirnes to ſubſcribe his Letters, Tour ever-loving, but 
mot ever-living Father, 

It was not a Month before he Dy'd, that in a Ler- 
rer to his very dear and worthy Friend and Brother, 
Mr. Talents of Shrew;bury, he had this paſſage 3 * Me- 

* thinks ic is ſtrange, that it ſhould be your Lot and 
* mine, to abide ſo long on Earth by the Stuff, when 
* (o many of our Friends are dividing the Spoil aboye, 
* but God will haveirſo; and to be willing to live 
* in obedience to bis Holy Will, is as rrue an Act of 
' Grace, as to be w:4ing r0 dye when be cails, eipe- 
* cially when Life is Labour and Sorrow, Bur when 
* it is Labour and Joy, Service to bis Name, and ſome 
* meaſure of Succeſs and Comfort in (erving him ; 
* When it is to ſtop a Gap, and ſtem a Tide, ir is 16 
+ be rejoyced in ; "tis Heaven upon Earth ; nay, one 
* would think , by the Plalmiſts ofe repeated Plea, 
* P/al.'6. © 30. © $88. and 115. and 118. that it 
* were beiter than to be in Heaven icfelf, and can that 
* be? 

A lirtle before his Sickneſs and Death, being Sum- 
mer time, he had ſeveral of his Children, and his Chil- 
drens Children about him, at Broad-Oak, with whom 
he was much refreſhed, and very cheerful ; but ever 
and anon ſpoke of the faſhion he was in, as paſſing 


array ; and often rold item, . be ſhould be there bur'a 
while 
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while to bid them welcome. And he was obſerved 
frequently in Prayer, to beg of God, that he wauld Þ 
_ uw ready for that which would come certainly, and 
might come ſuddenly. One asking him how he did, he 
aniwer'd, I find the Chips fly off apace, the Tree will be 
d1wn ſhortly 

The laſt rime he Adminiſtred the Lord's Supper, a 
Fortnight before be dy'd, he clofed the Adminiltration 
with that Scripture, 1 Feb. 3. 2. It doth not yet appear 
what we ſhall be 3; nor yet, but it will ſhortly, 

The Sabbath but one before he dy'd, being in the * 
courſe of his Expoſition, come 10 that difficult pars 
of Scriprure, the | 4oth of Exekzel, and the fallowing 
Chapters ; helaid he would endeayour roexplain thote 
Prophecies to them ; and added, If-1 do net do it now, 
I never ſhall: And he obſerved, that the only Prophe- 
tical Sermon which our Lord Jeſus Preached, was bur 
a few days before he dy'd. This many of his Hearers 
not only Reflected upon afterwards , rook Notice 
of at that rime with a Concern, as having ſomething in 
it more than ordinary. 

On the Lord's Day, June 21.1696, he went through 
the work of the Day with his uſual vigor and liveli- } 
neſs. He was then Preaching over the firſt Chapter 
of St. Peter's ſecond Epiſtle, and was that day ons 
words, add to your Faith Virtue, v. 5. he rook Virtue * 
for Chritian Courage and Reſolution in the Exerciſe of : 
Faith ; and che laſt thing he mentioned, io which Chriſti- 
ans have need of Courage.is in Dying; for (as he was of- 
ten us'd to lay) It # 4 ſerious thing to dye, and to dye # a 
work by itſelf. That day he gsve Notice, both Morning 
and Afrerncan, with much Aﬀection and: Enlargemens, 
of the Publick Faſt, which was appointed by Autha» 
ricy the Friday following, Fune 26. prefiing his Hea- 
rers as he usd to do upon fuck —_ to come 
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in a prepared Frame, to the folemn Services of that 
day. 

The Tueſday following, Fune 23. he roſe at Six 4 
Clock, according to his Cuſtom, afrer a better Nights 
Sleep that ordinary, and in wonred Health. Between 
ſeven and eight a Clock he performed Family Wore 
ſhip, according to the aſnal manner; be Expounded 
very largely, the former half of the 104th Pialm, and 
ſung it ; but he was ſomewhat ſhorter in Prayer than 
he us'd ro be, being then (as it was thought) raken ill, 
Bleſſed # that Servant, whom bn Lord, when be comes, 
ſhall find ſe doing. Immediately after Prayer he re- 
tired ro his Chamber, not ſaying any thing of his ill- 
neſs, but was ſoon after found upon bis Bed in great 
Extremiry of pain, in bis Back, Breaſt and Bowels; 
it ſeem'd ro be a complicated Fit of the Stone and Cho- 
lick together, with very great Extremity, The means 
that bad been,us'd ro give bim Relief in his illneſs 


were altogether ineffetual ; He bed not the leaſt in- 
termiſion or remifſioa of Pain, neither up nor in Bed, 
bur in « continual roſs, He had ſaid ſomerimes, that 
God's Iſrael may find Fordan rough ; but there's no 
Remedy, they muſt through it to Canean ; and would 
rell of a good Man who us'd to ſay, He was nor fo 
much afraid of Death as of Dyi "x We know they 
the 


are not the Godly People, part © Deſcription of 
whoſe Condition it is, that there are no Bands in their 
Death, and yettheir End # Peace, and their Death Gain, 
and they have Hope in ir. 

In this Extremity he was ſtill looking op to God, and 
calling napon him, who is a preſent Help in the needful 
Hour. When ihe Exquifteneſs of his Pain forced 
Groans and Complaints from him, he would preſent- 
ly Correct himiclf with a patient and quiet (@bmiſſion 
to the Hand of bis Heavenly Father, and a "Gheerful 
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acquieſcence in his Heavenly Will, 1 am aſhamed 
(lanh be) of theſe Groans, 1 want Virtue, O for Vire 
tue now when I have need of it {referring to his Subject 
the Lord's day before) Forgive me that I groan thus, and 
I will endeavour to ſilence them; But indeed my ftroak 
# beavier than my groaning. It istrue what Mr, Bax- 
ter (aid in his Pain, there's no diſputing againſt ſenſe. 
Ir was his troable, as it was Mr. Baxter's, that by rea- - 
ſon of his bodily pain, he could not expreſs bis in» 
ward comfort ; however that was it, with which God 1 
graciouſly ſtrengthned bim in his Soul, He ſaid to thoſe + 
about him, they muſt remember, what Inſtructions +» 
and Counſels he had giventbem when he was in Heath, . 
for now he could ſay bur little ro tbem, only to refer - 
them to what be had ſaid, as that which he would live - 
and dye by. 
It was two of three Haurs after be was taken il, * 
before he would ſuffer a Meſſenger to bs lent ro Cheſter 
for his Son, and for the Doctor, ſaying, ke ſhould e&+ -* 
ther be benter or dead before they could- come ; but ar ' 
laſt he ſaid, as the Propher did to bis importunate 
Friends, Send. About eight a Clock that Evening rhey * 
came, and fonnd bim in the fame Extremirty of Pain, 
which he had been in all day. And Nature being 
before ſpent with his conſtant and indefatigable La- 
bours in the Work of tlic Lord now ſank, and did 
perfeAtly ſuccumb under its Barthen, and was quite dit- 
abled to grapple with ſo many Hours nnceflant paio, 
Whar further means were then usd proved freitlels, 
and did not anſwer the intention. He apprehended * 
himſelf going apace, ard ſaid ro his Son when lI& came 
in, O Son you a1& welcorge t0 a ting Father : I am ++ 
vow ready to be offered, and the time of my Departwe.u 
at Hind, His pain continued very acute, but he bad 
Peace within, I am tormented ((aid he « ace) but bleſ- 
* lea. / 
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ſed be God not in thu Flame ; and (oon after I am al 
on Fire (when at the ſame time his extreme parts were 
cold) but ke preſently added, Blefſed be God it 12 net 
the Fire of Hel. To ſome of bis next Neighbours 
who came in to ſee bim (tor thoſe ata diſtance had not 
notice of his illneſs) he (aid, O make ſure work for 
gour Souls, by getting an Intereſt in Chrift while you 
gre in Health, for if 1 bad that work to do now, what 
would become of me ? but I bleſs God I am ſatiified. 
It was a Caution he was often wont to give ; See to 
it, that your work be not undme, when your time 1: 
done, left you be wndone for ever. 

" Towards ten or cleven a Clock that Night, his 
Pulſe and Sight began to fail ; of the laiter he bim- 
{lf rook notice, and inferred from it the near approach 
of bis Diffolution. He took an affectionate farewe! 
of bis Dear Yoke-fellow, with a thoriſand thanks for 
all her Love/ and Care, and Tendernels, left a Ble(- 
fing for all bis dear Children,and their dear Yol e-fellows 
and little ones, that were abſent. He ſaid to his Son 
who ſat under his head ; Son, the Lord bleſs you, and 
grant that you may do worthily in your Generation, and be 
more ſerviceable to the Church of God than I have been, 
ſuch was his great Humility to the laſt. And when 
his Son reply'd, O Sir, pray for me that I may bu: 
tread in your ſteps; he anſwered, yea follow Peace 
and Holineſi, and let them ſay what they will --- More 
he would bave ſaid to bear 'his Dying Teſtimony 
xo the way in which he had walked, but Nature 
was ſpent, and he had not ſtrength ro expreſs 


His Underſtanding and Speech continued almot 
r9 the laſt Breath, and be was till in bis dying Agonies 
calling upon God, and commitring bimſelf to bim. 
One of zhe laſt words be ſaid, when he found hinſelt 
jalt 
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juſt ready to depart, was, O Death, where # thy = 3 
with that his Speech falrer'd, and withia a few Minmes 
(after, about faxteen Hours illneſs) be quietly Breath» * 
ed qut his precious Soul, into the Embraces of his dear 
Redeemer, whom he had truſted, and faithfully 
ſerved in the work of the Miniſtry, about farty three 
Years. He deparetd berwixt twelve and one a Clock 
inthe Morning, of Fune 24. Midſummer-day, in the - 
Sixty fifth Year of bis Age. Happy, thrice Happy 
he, ro whom ſuch a ſudden Change: was no ſurprize, -- 
and who could Triumph over Death, as an unitung, - 
diſarmed Enemy, even when he made fo fierce an on- 
ſer. He had often ſpoke of it as his defire, that if it 
were the Will of God, he might not out-live bis uſefulneſt; - 
and it pleaſed Gad to grant him his deſire, and give 
him a ſhorc palſage from the Pulpit ro the Kingdom, 
from the height of his uſefuinels, ro receive the recom- 
pence of Reward. So wasit ordered by kim,in whole - : 
Hands our Times are. 

Afrer the Account we kave given of his great Uſe- 
fulneſs, ir is eafie ro imagine what ſorrow and Mourn- 
ing there was among his Friends, when they heard that - 
the Lord had;taken away their Maſter from their 
Head. One that liv'd ſo much defir'd, could not bur - 
dye as much| /amentcd. The furprize of the fircke + 
put People intq a perfect aſtoniſhment ; and mavy ſaid, 
the Lord remav'd him ſo ſuddenly, becauſe he would 
not deny the many Prayers that would haye been pur 
up for his Recayery, had ic been known that ke was in 
Peril, One thing that aggravared this ſevere Diſpen- 
lation, gnd made ir in the apprehenfion of many lock 7 
the more diſmal, was, that this powerful Interceſſur 
was taken away juſt before a Faſt-day, when he would 
have been Wreſtling mightily with God, for Mercy 
for the Land. | However it proved a Faſt-day indeed, 
and 
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and a day of Humiliation ro that Congregation, to 
whom an empty Pulpit was an awakening Sermon. The 
Broad-Oah was then like that under which Rebekab's 
Nurſe was buried, Gen. 35 $8. Alon-bacuth Bochimn, a 
place of Weepers, They who had many a time buen 
with dry Eyes, under melting Ordinances, could no 
fit ſo under ſuch a melting Providence, by which the 
Lord God cali'd ſo loudly to weeping and to mourning, 
and to girding with Sack cloth, Bat becauſe Mr, Henry 
had been woar to give it for a Rule, —_— muſt 
not hinder $:wing ; « Mice was caſt into the Treaſury 
of the Nations Prayers, and a word ſpoken to bring the 
Work of rhe day, and the event of the day rogether, 
from 2 Kjngs 13. 20. 

The day following being: Saturday, Fune 27. the 
Earthen Veſſel, in which this Treaſure had been lodg'd 
was laid vp in the Grave, in Fhbitchurch Church, at- 
rended thicher with a very great Company of «rue 
Mourners, all the Ccuntry round ; many from Cle- 
fler and Shrewbury, and the Towns abour, came to do 
bim Hohour at his Death : And beſides the Floods of 
Tears that were ſhed, there were abundance of Teſti- 
monies given to bim, by Perſons of alf forts, like that 
Fehojadah, 2 Chron 24. 16. That he was one that had 
done good in Iſrael. And there were thoſe who ſaid, 
He was a Man that no Body did or could ſpeak evil 
of, except for his Nonconformicy, He was us'd to ſay 
to his Relations, when I am dead make little ado about 
me, a few will ſerve to bring me to my Grave ; bur his 
mind could not be obſerved in that; 'rwas impoſlible 
ſuch a burning and ſhining light could be extinguiſhed, 
but there muſt bea Univerſal Notice taken of ir. Mul- 
tirades came unſought unto, wot to fill their Eyes (as 
Mr, Vines exprefſeth it) but ro empty them 3 nor was 


there 


there any other noiſe there, bur that of general La- 
mentation. 

That Motning, before the removal of the Corpſe, 
a moit affectionate Sermon was Preached in Mr. Hen» 
1y's Meeting place, by his dear and worthy Friend 
Mr. Talents of Shrewibury, who was eleven Years 
elder than be, and through God's goodneſs ftill fur- 
vives him. He was willing ro take that opportunity, 
to ceſtifie the | great Love and Honour that he bad for 
Mr. Henry, whom he call'd a Friend that # nearer than 
a Brother, His Text was Rom $8.23. And not only 
they, but our. ſelves alſo, which bave the firſt Fruits of 
the Spirit, even we our ſelves groan within our ſelves, 
waiting for the Adoption, to wit the redemption of our 
Body. In his Application he ſhew'd excellently, and 
with much affection, how * the confideration of the 
* Spirit and | Life of this Eminent Servant of God, 
* would greatly lead us to believe on Chrift, and to 
* bave the Spirit of Chriit and live after ir ; and ro ſuffer 
* with Chritt, and to groan for our Adoption, Seve» 
ral things were hinted concerning him , which 
have been mentioned already in this Narrative , 
anda very honourable Teſtimony born ro him. From 
a long acquaintance with him, be witnefſed concern» 
ing bim, to thoſe who knew his Record to betrue, that 
' he was humble and meek, kind and peaceable, wiſe 
' and charitable, and one in whom the Fruits of the 
* Spirit were eminently: That he was a Friend and a 
© Counſelor, and a Father to wany; that his Expound- 
* ing and Preaching was p/ain and pleaſant, warm and 
* ſavory, full, and ſuch as few could reach, and great- 
* ly bleſſed by: God; and that in it he labour'd more 
* abundanily than any. And after a great encoms- 
um of bim, it was excellently obſerved, and muſt be 
mentioned here, as that which was bighly agreeable to 
Mr. 
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Mr. Henry's Spirit, and his Expreſſions upon all occa- 
fions; * That it was not bis own Righteouſneſs that (a- 


* ved him, nor his own ſtrength that quickned and up- 
* held him, bur Chriit's R:ghreouſneſſ and Chrilt's 
* Strength, for to him to /;ve was Chriſt: And ia all 
* his Dilcourles, Sermons and Letners, he was very 
* careful co aſcribe the Honour of all to Chriſt, and 
© to make Chriſt bis All in-all. He concluded with 
ſome words of ſeaſonable Advice to thoſe of that So- 
ciety and Neighbourhood, 

1, *Givethanks to God, that ever you had bim or 
* ſaw bim, and that you had bim fo long, above thir- 
* ty Years in this place. Do not many of you owe 
* even your very Souls ro him under God > While 
© you Mourn, give thanks to God that you ever knew 
* him ; old and great Mercies muſt be thankfully re- 
* membred. 

2. * Rejoyce in the Glory that he now enjoys 3 weep not 
* for him, but weep for your ſelve: : 'T was the Text 
* on which be Preached, not much above a Year ago, 
* at the Funeral of that intelligent, holy, uſeful Man, 
* Mr. Wiliam Lawrence of Wem. The Primitive 
© Chriſtians buried their Saints with Hymns and Pſalms 
* of Joy. Chryſoſtom on the Hebrews (aith, we are to 
* glorifie God, and give thanks to him, that be hath 
* Crown'd the Deceaſed, and freed them from their 
* Labours ; and chides thoſe that Mourn'd and Howl d. 
* And the Days of their Death were called Natalitia 
* Martyrum © Sanforum, the Birth days of the Saints 
* and Martyrs, And Hierom in his Epicaph on Holy 
* Paula (and in the Lives of other Holy Perſons, writ 
* by him) faith, that at ber Funeral no Shreeks were 
© heard, bur multitudes of Pſalms and Hymns were 
' ſung in divers languages, 
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3. * Bewail the Loſs, the general Loſs, and yours 
in particular, yet ſo 2s to have Hope in God. TI 
need not tell you how great your lols is, you feel ir 
more than 1 am able to expreſs, If any rejoyce that 
he is gone, becauſe be to1mented them, lay as the 
Church, Myc. 7. $,9. 

4. *Seek our for a Supply ; do not mourn and fir 
{till, bur up and be dong in your places; you have 
had a cheap Goſpel birherto ; God ſent yor one that 
could Preach freely, and which is more that would 
do ſo roo ; one that ſought not yours bur you ; and 
now God will ſee what you will do for your ſelves, 
that now the Shepherd is {micten, the Sheep may nor 
be ſcattered. Pray ro God to raiſe up. others like 
bim, and graciouſly to giv2 you one, 

5. * Take heed of liking no Preacher,_ now be is 
gone. This a uſual Faulr among many that 
have had excellent Preachers, no Body can 
pleaſe them. But God may bleſs weaker means, 
and make your Souls live and thrive under 
them. 

6. * Hold faſt that which you have ; it is the advice 
given to Philade/phia, the beſt of the Churches, Rev, 
3. 11, Keep that good thing which is committed ro 
you, that favorineſs of Heart, that love ro Chriſt 
and to Sainrs, to all Saints, that Knowledge of the 
Truth. Keep to his ſober Principles. Remember 
his dying Counſel, Folow Peace and Holineſs; have 
theſe things always in remembrance. Take beed of 
falling off, take heed of falling away 3 the World 
will draw you, and Satan will rempt you, and your 
own bufie Hearts will be apt ro berray you ; bur go 
on humbly and honeſtly in the ſtrength of Chriſt, 
and fear nor, Be not like thoſe. Fews that turned a- 
fide, when Fobn Baprift was dead, Fobn 5, 35. The 

* Lord 
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* Lord keep you from being ſuch, and give you ro go 


* on (0 his Heavenly Kingdom, 

It would have (welled this Book roo much, if we 
had inſeried the Sermon ar large, and therefore we 
forbear it, 

The next day being Lord's day, Mr. Owen of Of: 
weſtry Preached a molt excellent Sermon in the Morn- 
ing, agreeable to that ſad occaſion, upon that patheri- 
cal Farewel which E/ſha gave to Elijab, 2 Kings 2, 
12. My Father, my Father, the Chariots of Iſrael and 
the Horſemen thereof, and he ſaw bim no more 5 and be 
took hold of hu own Cloths, and rent them, He obler- 
ved, 1. * That faithful Miniſters are the Fathers of 
* a People, and their Chariots and Horſemen ; the 
* former a Metaphor taken from a Family, a peacea- 
* ble Society ; the latrer from an Army, a warlike Bo- 
* dy. Fabers to provide good things, Chariois and 
* Horſemen to protect from evil things. 2. There is 
* a time when we ſhall ſee theſe Fathers, rheſe Chari- 
* cots and Horſemen of Iſrael no more, Their time is 
* appointed, their work cut our for them, and when 
* thoſe are finiſhed they are removed. 3. When Ged 
* takes away our Fathers, the Chariots of our Ifrach, 
* and the Horſemen thereof, it is a proper Sealun for 
* Mourning and Lamentation, Under this he did 
moſt affectionately excite us, 1. To be fenſible of our 
* Loſs, which is better felt than expreſt. *Tis the loſs 
* cf«n: that was a Father ; a Father to his Family, ro 
© whom he was conſtant, in unfolding the Holy Ora- 
* cles; a Father to the Prophers, for Counſel, and 
* Conduct, and Example ; the Sons of the Prophets 
* never Converled with bim, but rhey were, or might 
* have been the better for him; a Fatber ro his Con- 
* gregation, now leſt Orphans : *Tis the lols of one 
* of the Chariots and Horſemen of cur Iſrael! 3 ſo emi- 
nent 
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nent was he for Prevalency in Prayer, Courage in 
* Dury, Conduct in Aﬀairs, Conſtancy in Religion, 
and a firm adherence to his Miniſterial Vows, and 
Laſtly, a Contempr-of the World, in which, as he 
that Warreth, be did not entangle bimſelf. 2. To 
be ſeafible of thoſe Sins, which have provoked God 
10 deprive us of him. Barrenneſs and Unfruirful- 
nels under his Miniſtry ; *cis for this that God hath a 
Controverſie with us. 3. To bleſs Gad that we en- 
joy'd him ſo long ; eaten Bread muſt not be forgor- 
ren. 4. To be Followers of him, as he was of 
Chriſt, He was a Patrern for Miniſters, excelling 
in the knowledge of the Scriptures, which made this 
Man of God perfect, and induſtrious to advance 
the Honour of Jeſus Chrift, whom he made the 4/- 
phaand Omega of his Religion ; not addicted ro Coty 
troverfies, bur walking in the good old way, un- 
wearied in the Work of God 3; it was the delight of 
bis Heart, to be laying our himſelf for the good of 
Souls, Exemplary for Humility and low Thoughts 
of himſelf, and his own Performances, for meekneſs 
and readineſs to forgive Injuries, for Candor in ſpeak- 
ing of others, and their words and actions, on which 
he ever put the beſt Conſtruction, and was never 
apt r0 ſpeak evilof any Man. Eminent for Family- 
Religion, and in that an excellent Copy ro all Ma- 
{ters of Families, Thoſe things therefore which you 
have heard and ſeen in him do, and the God of Peace 
ſhall be with you. Theſe were the Heads which 
were cop'ouſly and excellently enlarged upon in that 

ermon. 

In the Afternoon of that Sabbath, another Sermon 
was Preached by a near Relation of Mr. Henry's, on 
Heb. 11. 4. And by it, be being dead yet ſpeaketh, 
in \adfira is yer ſpoken of by us, and yer ſpeake:b1o vs, 

The 
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The Wedneſday following, Fuly 1. being the Lecture 
in courſe at Danford in M/hitchurch Pariſh, Mr. Samu- 
el Lawrence of Nantwich, whoſe turn it was to Preach 
that Lecture brought up the-long train of Mourn- 
ers, (as he expreſs'd'irt) in a molt ſavoury and perti- 
nent Diſcourle on Heb. 13. 7. Remember tham which 
have (or have had)'the Rule over you, who have ſpolen 
wnto you the words of God, whoſe Faith follow, conſider; 
ing the end of their Converſation. * Biſhops no doubt 
* (faich be) are here meant, Scripture Primitive Bi- 
* ſhops, the Paſtors of particular Congregations, for 
* they were ſuch as kad ſpoken to them the word of 
* God, and watched for their Souls, v. 17. Such a 
* one Mr, Henry was, that great Man, who is fallen 
* this day in i/rael, removed from us, but hath lefr be- 
* hind him « good Name to be remembred, a good Ex- 
* ample to be imitated 5 many « good word ſpoken 
© to us, and many a good Prayer put up for us. Re- 
* member him with thankfulneſs, that Ged has given 
© ſuch Power, (uch Gifts and Graces unto Men, Inc- 
© ver knew a Mait {{aid be) in ii ray Acquaintznce, 
* in whom I have ſeen {o much of God as in good 
* Mr. Henry, whuſe Holy, Humble, Heavenly, Graci- 
© ous Converſation bath been ro me, no ſmall Conkr- 
* mation of the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion ; that 
* God gave him to you, and continued him fo long, 
* to ſee the Church in a better State than be had ſome- 
© times ſeen it; that God Crown'd his Labours with 

ſuch great Succels. Many Souls in Heaven, and ſcme 
" on Earth blefſing God that ever they ſaw his Face, 
" and that God conrinued him in his uſefulneſs ro the 
© laſt, Remember bim with a quiet ſubmiſſion ro the 
© Handof God in bis Removal from ns. Senſible we 
* muſt be of the ſtroke ; 'is a publick Loſs, a Loſs to 


* to the Miniſtry, our Hands are this Day weak ; a 
Lofs 
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Loſs to the Nation, for which be was a powerful In- 
terceſſor ; a Loſs ro this Country, in which he was a 
burning and ſhining Light ; bur yer we muſt acqui- 
eſce in the Divine Will, The Treaſure was in an 
Earthen Veſſel, and God will bring us to depend 
more upon himſelf; and be is teaching us to live, 
and live to Chrift without good Mr, Henry, though 
we have ſometimes ſaid, we did not know how we 
could live without him. Remember him ro pay all 
Honour and Reſpect ro his Name and Memory 3 
riſe up, and call bim Bleſſed, That's a foul Tongue, 
as well as a lying one, that can fay any thing of him 
unbecoming .a Diſcipley Servant, and Miniſter of | 
Jeſus Chritt, Remember him, to imitare bis good 
Example. Many of you will be called Mr. Henry's 
Followers, be ſo indeed. He was a Pattern ro Mi- 
niſters of Diligence, Zeal, Humilicy, and grear 
Meekneſs in dealing with all People, which contri- 
bured abundantly to his Sncceſs 3 bis Preaching af- 
fetiorare, withoart affetation. To all People he 
was a Pattern cf Faith and Charity, and Contempt 
of the World, of Zeal and Moderation, patience in 
Suffering, and of Conftancy and Perſeverance to the 
end. Remember bim, and remember your Sins 
which have proyoked God to take him away. Have 
not we grieved this good Man's Spirit > &c. Re- 
member him, and remember Chriſt's fulneſs, who 
is the ſame, v. 8. and hath the reſidue of the Spi- 


rit. Inſtruments ſhifted, Ciſterns empried, bur there 


© is the ſame in the Fountain, Remember bim. and 


” - - - 


remember your own Death, and Heaven where he is : 
We may think the worſe of this World. which is 
much impoveriſhed, and the betrer of Heaven which 
is ſomewhat enricked , by the removal of this good 


Man. 
Thus 
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Thus we have gleaned a little out of dhe Sermons, which 
very well deicrved to have been Pabliſhed at large ſome 
of che Teftiazonies that were barn to kim, by ſuch al 
bad bad long and intimate acquaimance with bim, 
that knew his Excellencies very mach, and knew a: 
line ro give flattering Tules 3 nor was it eny invidi- 
ous piece of Service, to ſpeak thus Honourably of one, 
who like Demetrius, bad a good report of all Men,and 
of the Truth ir (elf. 

Nor was it there only, but from abroad, that very 
Honourable Teſtimonies were given cf him. Sir Hen 
ry Aſhburſt (whoſe great worth and uſefulneſs the 
World hath been made #0 know, by ſome of the 
beſt Pens of the Age) beſides the perſonal Acquain 
tance he bad with Mr. Henry, both at Boreatton and it 
Londen, bad kept up a conſtant Correſpondence wit 
him, by Letter, for many Years. Read the Characte 
he gave of bim, in a Letter to a near Relation of 
Mir. Hemy's, upon the Tidings of his Neath. I ne 
not tell you how ſadly T received the doleful News fi 
Mr. Henry's Tranſlation, who, I do think, liv'd thi 
greateſt Example of ſincere Godlineſs, with Pruden | 


and ſweetneſs of Temper, of any I ever knew. Andi 
another Letter, not only propoſing, bur prefſing 1} 
Publication of an Account of his Life, be profeſſeth 
he rhonght there was none like him in ba day, at lea' 
of his Acquainrance, which is known ro be both 
the largeſt and of the beit: And ((anb he) if $ 
Fulk Grevil, would Lave it inſcribed upon ba Toms 
ſtone, that be was a Friend to Sir Philip Elney, F m: 
well be pleaſed tohave it told the World, that T Low'd an 
Honour'd Bleſſed Mr. Henry ; 4 Man of fo much Pri 
dence, and withal ſo much Sincerity, of ſo good @ Tem 
per, ſo much a Gentleman, and yet of fuch ftrit Pic 
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and Devotedueſs to God, that I ſcarce ever knew his 
Fellow. 

The Reverend Mr. William Turner, now Vicar of 
Walburton in S«uſſcx, (oft whom aiention was made be- 
fore) lately (cur io me a very kind Leiter, Ex mero 
motu, with his free Conienc to have it inferted in this 
M Account; ſome hints whereot I think fit to fub- 
1010. 

Worthy Sir, 
'] am glad ro hear that you have been prevailed with 


veryſll © io ler upon ſo good a Work, as Recording the moſt 
Hen-M* remarkable Patlages of Mr, Henry's Life. 1 doubt 
theſl* ror but you will meet with ſome, that will give fuch 
f rhefl* a Hittory bur & cold Reception. All that part of the 
aain* World that lies in Darkneſs, will be offended, when 
ad infl* B:ams of clear Light and Sun-ſhine firſt dart into 
with* their Faces, Virtucem praeſentem odimw. 
act * A little before | went to the Univerficy, 1 was, 
on off * upon the Commendation of my worthy School-maiter 
| neeY* Mr. E. (yer living) and with my Father's Conſent, 
ws f{ half a Year a Domeſtick with bim ; partly as a Tu- 
/d thy* ror to bis young ones, and partly as a Papil to him- 
udencY* (elf; and in fome little Degree as a Companion 3 
nd if where I bad the opportunity of informing my ſelf 
g 16* more fully concerning the Humour and Principles, 
ferb' and Converſation of a fort of People (and eſpecial- 
t les ly him and bis Family) whom I had beard aſpery'd 
»h very freely in former Companies, and reprefented 
if $4 to the World,as yery Hypocritical and Diſloyal Peo- 


ple. Ar my firlt going I reſolved to (ſtand npon my 
Guard, and pry into the Cauſe, which was then the 
great Subject of Difference and Diſpute ; and upon 
if the whole do ſay, That Mr. Henry was a Man of fo 
Y clear a Brain, fo gentle a Bebaviour, fo ft:z4dy a Con- 
verſation, ſo regular a Devotion, was ſo courteow and 
conde- 
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* condeſcending to Inferiors, ſo reſpefful and Dutiful 1g 
* Superiours, ſo ſweer and obliging to all ; was to care- 
* ful ro improve his time well, ro do as much good as 
* pollible ro every Body , fv conſtantly affectionate in 
© his Prayers for the King and Government, fo de- 
* firous to keep up a fair Correſpondence and Com» 
* munion with his conformable Brethren, ſo very mdif- 
* ferent in making P:olelyres to his particular Opinions ; 
* and withal, ſo zealous 10 promote lubſtantial Good- 
* neſs and tive Chriſtianity, ſo mighty inoffenſive and 
* peaceable in all bis Expreifions and Actions ; fo pru- 
© dent, pure, pious, juſt, ſober, charitable, chearful and 
* pleaſant, that I profeſs amalmoſt afraid co give him 
*-his due Character withour ſome Correctives , 
* leſt they that knew him not ſhould ſuſpect my vera-« 
* city, and imagine my Pen to be managed by ſome 
© mercenary Hand, I remember the Worſhipful Rew- 
* land Hunt of Boreatton, Eiq; ſpeaking of Mr. Hen- 
* xy, thus exprefied bimſelf ro me (and if I miſtake 
* not, the Lord Embaiſador Pagett was preſent) I was 
* (aid be) near ſeven Years refident in the Univerfi- 
© ties; and ſeven more at the Inns of Court in London, 
© and had- opporiunity of knowing and acquainting 
* my felf with the moſt eminent Divines and Preachers 
* in both thoſe places; yer I never found any every 
*.way fo accompliſhed, for dearneſs and quickneſs of 
* apprehenfion, (olidiry of Judgment , wk roundne(s 
of Style, as Mr. Henry is. I have Noted in my Book 
* of Providences, the Remark I made upon the Tem- 
* poral Bleflings God had rewarded bim with ; viz. a 
* good and virtuous Conſort, who brought him a good 
© Etftate, gave bim a due Reverence, lov'd bim with 
© an intire affection , an ingenious and bopeful Off- 
* ſpring, well affected, well Educated, and well di- 
* ſpos'd of in the World, the favour of Men, and « 
oY 
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quiet undifturb'd Habitation upon Earth, in great 
mcature, &c 

Sic Teftatw, fic monet, fic precatur. 

Amicu merens, anbelw, ſuperſtes. 


W. Turner, A.M. 


= - 


Another very worthy Conformift, formerly of bis 
Acquaintance, but now living at a great diſtance, ha- 
ving occafion to mention bim in a Lerner to a Friend, 
calls him The Great, Good. and now Gloriow Mr. Henry, 
whoſe Memory (ſaith be) ſhall ever be preciows, and even 
ſacred ro me. 

Such as theſe were the Honourable Teſtimonies 
which all that knew him, and knew how to value 
rae Excellency atrended bim with. Ir is part of the 
Recompence of Charity and Moderation in this World, 
that it obrains a good Report of all Men. - The Kingdom 
f God ((aith rhe Blefled Apoltle, Rom. 14. 17, 18.) # 
not m:at and drink (which were then the manters of 
doubrful diſputarion) bus righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy 
m the Hely Gheſt 5; and he that in theſe things ſerveth 
Chriſt, is not only acceptable to God, but approved of men ; 
as on the contrary, they that judge will be judged, and 
with what mea: re we meet 3t will be meaſured tows again. 
And this is the Excellency of a Good Name, that it is 
our of the reach of Death, and is not Buried in the 
Grave, bur rather grows up from ir. Ir is'not for no- 
thing that So/omon hath joined this good Name, which 
is better eban precious Oyntment, with the day of ones 
death, which upon that account is better than the day of 
ones birth, that it complcats the Character of thoſe 
that finiſh their Courſe well, and are faithful unto 
Death 3 whereas a Great Name, like the Names of the 
great Ones of the Earth is often wither'd and blemiſh- 


_——— ENS 


216 TheL1FE of Mr. Philip Henry. 
ed by Death. We read of thoſe that bear eheir ſhame 


when they go down tothe Pit, though they were the ter- 
ror of the mighty in the Land of the Living, Ezck, 
32. 35- 

At a Meeeting of the Diſſenting Miniſters of Che- 
ſhire at Knutford, in May 1696; (« few Weeks before 
Mr. Henry dyed) it was agreed, that their next Meet- 
ing ſhould be ar Cheſter (though inconvenient to many 
of them} upon condition rhat he would meer them 
there, and give them a Sermon. It was with much 
difficulty that be was prevailed with to promiſe ir, but 
his Maſter called for him before the time appointed 
came. Mr, Flave/ of Devonſhire dyed when be was 
under a like appointment, Bur happy they that are 
come to the General Aſſembly, and Church of the Firſt 
Born , and to the Spiruts of juſt Men made per- 
fee. 

As to his Bodily Preſence, he was of a middle S$ra- 
ture, bis Complexion not approaching to any extream, 
of a very pleaſant Aſpect, and an unuſual mixture 
of Gravity and Sweetnels in theair of hisCountenance, 
which was the rrue Index of his Mind. When ſome 
of his Friends bave folliciced him to bave bis Picture 
drawn, he wanld pur them off with this, rhat the 
beſt Piflure of a Miniſter is in the Hearts of tis 
People. 


CHAP. 
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k. CHAP.'K; 


| | 

= 4 Miſcellaneous Colleflion of ſome of his 
et Sayings, Obſervations, Counſels and Com- 
"YN forts, out of his Sermons, Letters and 
= Diſcourſes, 

but 


red M® Henry, through the exceſs of his Modefty and 
Self-drffidence, never Publiſhed any of his La- 
are WW bours to the World, nor ever fitted or prepar'd any of 
irſt WU chem for the Preſs; and yernone more valued the Labours 
per- Wl of others, or rejoyced more in them; nor have I 
heard any complain leſs of the multitude of good 
ira- = Books, concerning which he often faid, that Szore # 
am, i 0 Sore, and he was very forwaid to perſwade o- 
ure MN thers to Publiſh.; and always exprelsd a particular 
ace, Wl pleaſure in reading the Lives, Ations and Sayings of 
me Bl Eminent Men, Antient and Modern, which he choughr 
ture W the moſt uſeful ard inſtructive kind of Writiags. "He 
the Wl was alſo a very candid Reader of Books, not apt to 
bis Epick Quarrels with what he read, eſpecially when. the 
Deſign appear'd ta be Honeſt, and when others would 
find fault, and ay, this was wanting, and 'tother amiſs, 
his uſual Excuſe was, There 5s nothing Perjeft under the 

Sun. 
It will be but a (mal! Repair of this want of the 
- » publiſhing of ſome of bis Works, (bur I doubr it will 
P, ſ{Frove the: beſt we can make) rogiean up ſame few of 
' Wmany of his Sayings, Obſervations, and good [1ftrutts- 
1; (as bis Remeizs) which we ſhall nor Marſhal ir any” 
Ordet, but give them as they occur, belides thoſe 
L which 


. 
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which bave been already inſerted 'into this Narra- 
five. 

'Twas a (aying he frequently ugd, which hath been 
mentioned already, that Every Creature is that to 1th, 
and only that which God makes it to be: And another 
was, Duty is ours, Events are God's: And another was, 
The Soul # the Man, and therefore, That #45 alway; 
beſt for w, which # beſt for our Souls: And another 
was, The Devil coxens ws of »all our time, by cozening wu 
of the preſent time. 

In bis Thankſgivings for Temporal Mercies, he of- 
ten (aid, If the end of one Mercy were not the beginning 
of another, we were undone : And to encourage to the 
Work of Thankſgiving be would fay, That new M:r- 
cies call for new Returns of Praiſe, and then th:ſe new 
Returns will fetch in new Mercie: ; and from P/al.50, 23. 
He that offers praiſe glorifies me, and to him that arder: 
ha converſation Bern He obſerv'd, That Thanks- 
giving # good, but Thanks-living # better. 

When he {poke of a Good Name, be uſually deſcri- 
\bed it to be « Name for good things with good Peo- 


When he ſpoke of Contemtment, he us'd to ay, 

* When the Mind and the Condition meer, there's Con- 
' rgentment. Now in order to that, cither the Condi- 
© tion muſt be brought up to the A4ixd, and thar is 
* not only unreaſonable bur impoſſible ; for as the Con- 
*. dirion riſeth, the Mind rileth with #$-0r clſesbe 
* Mind muſt be braught down to the Condition," and 
| *-that is both poſſible and reaſonable. - And che obierved, 
* * That no Condition of Life will of it (elf make: 
 * Man content, without the Grace.of (God; for we 
* find Haman gilcontented, in the Court, Abhbidilcon- 
* geared cn the Throne, ' Adam dilchatenced an Para: 
| 's wil * dile, 
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« diſe, nay (and higher we cannot go) the Angels that 
© fell diſcomtented in Heaven it (elf. 

The Three Queftions which be adviſed People to 
put to themſelves in (elf Examination before the Sa- 
crament , were, What am I ? What have I done? and 
what do I want ? 

He us'd to recommend to his Friends theſe four 
Scripture Arguments againit Sin, exprelied for Memo- 
ry fake in [A Verſes, to be ready in an Hour of 
Temptation. 


Is this thy kindneſs to thy Friend ? 
It will be bitterneſs in the end. 
The Vows of God upon me lye 3 
Should ſuch a Man as I am fly ? 


He ſaid there were foyr things , which be would nor 
for all the World bave againit bim, The Word of Ged, 
Hi own Conſcience, The Prazers of the Poor, atid The Ac- 
count of Godly Manift ers. 2496) | 

' He that heth a +/nd Confcience ' which feeFne- 
* thing, a deed Conſcience which feels norbing, "und 's 
* dumb Conſcience which ſaith nothing, is in as miſe- 
=_ a Condition as a Man can be in, on this fide 
* Hell. 

Preaching on 1 Pet. 1. 6. If need be, you are in Hea- 
vineſ---=, He ſhew'd what need the People of "God 
haye of AﬀMictions., * The fame need rhar our Bodies 
* have of Phyfick, that! our Trees bave 'of Pruning; 
* that Gold and Silver bave of the Furnace, that Liquors 
* have of being empried from Veſſel to Veſſel, that rhe 
' lron:hath of « File, rhat the Fields have of a Hedge, 
that the Child has of the: Rod. 
 \Preacbing gn-; bar Prayer of Chriſt for bis Diſci- 


ples, Fobn 17. 21. That they all may be ane, which'no 
doabt is an anſwer'd Prayer ; for the Father heard bim 
L 3 


always 
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always : He ſhewed, * That rotwithftanding the ma- 
* fy lad Diviſions that are in the Church, yer all the 
© Saints, as faras they are Sandtified, are One ; on? in 
* Relation, one Fleck, one Family, one Building, one 
* Body, one Bread: one by Repreſentation, one in Image 
* and Likeneſs, ofone Incl/ination and Diſpoſition : one 
*-in their Aims, one in their Arkings, one in Amity 
* and Friendſhip, one 10 Intereſt, and one in their In- 
* heritance; nay, they are one in Fudgment and Opi- 
* nion 5 though in ſome things they differ, yer thoſe 
© things in which they are agreed are many more," and 
* much more conſiderable, than thoſe things wherein 
; * they differ. They are all of a mind concerning $in, 
* that it is the worlt thing in the World ; concerning 
* Chrift, that he is All in all 5; concerning the Favour of 
*.God, that is benter than Life ; concerning the World, 
* that it is Vanity 3 concerning the Word of God, that 
* it is very precious, ©c, 
ing on Gel. i. 16, conceraing the Converſi- 
on of Pay, he began his Sermon with this Remark, 
to raiſe Attention: Much is ſaid in Story concerning 
the ſeven Wonders of the World, the Temple of Ephe- 
fas, the Pyramids of Egypt, the Tomb of Mauſolw, 
&c. all which are now no more ; bur I have been 
ſomerimes thinking, whether I could not name ſeven 
things which I would call the Seven wonders of the 
Church ; and what do you think of ,theſe Seven ? are 
they nas wonderful ? 1. Our Redemption by Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is called #Fonderful; 2. the Salvation of 
Noah in the Ark; 4. the Faith of Abraham in Offering 
up Iſaac. 4. the Patience of Fob; 5. the Providences 
of God towards the Natjon and People of the Jew 
6, the pouring out of | the Spirie upon the 4poſihe: ; 
7.the Coaverfiohivf Paul. f% Ft | a , 
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Bur it would be endleſs ro. gather up ſuch Paſſages 
as theſe out of his Sermons, which were fu't of then, 
ot and we mention theſe only becauſe they occur; 
firſt. . 

_ He us'd to obſerve concerning the Nation of the 
| Few, that before the Captivity in Babylon, no People 
9 could be more (trongly addicted to Idols and Idola- 


4 try than they were, © admiration, conlidering whas 
34 clear Warnings they had againft ir. Bar after that Cap- * 
- tivity, never was any Pcople more averſe to Idols and 
hy [dolatry than they, that the Promiſe might be fulfil- 


led, Epbraim ſhall ſay, what bave | to do any more with 
[dsls 3 and be luoked upon it, that the Idolatry of the 2 
"b. Papiſts was one of the greateſt Obftructions to tbe 


” Tews Converſion . which he did OX & and look for, 
ws as not apprehending bow the Promiſes, Rom. 1 t. have * 


yet bad their full accompliſhment; not that rhey ſhalk 
of. 4840 be Incorporated into a People, burſhalf join them- 
at ſelves tq the Churthes of Chriſt, in the evepal Nations 
> B whither they are ſcarrer'd. one's, 
ke The grear thing that he.cordemned ay "wit Ted 
wo againſt jn the Church of Rome, was their Monopolizing 
of the Chufch, and Condemning all that arg nog, in with » 
their Intereſts, which is ſo directly cbntrary to the Spi- 
1, *if of the Goſpel, as nothing can be more. He foine- © 
P times ſaid; I am too much a Cathalick, to be «a Roma 
ſus Catbolick SC 
e of e often expreſt himſelf well pleas'd with thay be 
= ing Rule, which if duly obſerved wonld pur #n end 
TIER t all our Divifions: Sit in apoafares Unitas, im 


ance non nece/ſarin Liberia, in omnibus Charitas, Ter 
ia there þe in neceſſary things Unity , in every thing 


Charity, and then there need not be in eyery 
Punctilio Unifermiry. 
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By. the Inſtitutions of the Goſpel (he ſaid) he knew 
of ne Holy Place, one Holy Day, two Holy Sacraments, 
and four Holy Canons, Let all things be done in Cha- 
rity: Let all things be done co Edifying : Let all things 
be done Decently and jn Order : and let all things be 
done to the Glory of God. 

When his Opinion was asked about any doubtful 
Mater, as Playing at Cards, the Marriage of Cofin- 

* Germans, or the hike, he was very cautious in deter- 
miniog ſuch things to be finful; bur he would ſay, 
ies good keeping on the ſafer fide; and a Man would 
notchule 10 go upon a Precipice, when be might go up- 
on even Ground, Prov. to. 5. He that walks upright- 
ly, waiks ſurely, in oppolition to walking at all ad- 

| Fenruree, 

In the Obſervations be made of God's Providences, 
he frequently rook Notice in Diſcourſe with bis Friends, 
of the fulfilling of the Scripture in them , for (faith 
he) The Scripture | hath many accompliſhments, and i: 
in the fulfilling evety day. Speaking of a wicked Son 
in the Neighbourhood, ' that was very undutiful to his 
Mother, ke charged ſome of his Children to obſerve 
the Providence of God concerning him ; Perhaps (faith 
he) Imay rot live'to ſee it, but do you take Notice, 
whether God do not come upon him with ſome remarka- 
ble Fudgment in this Life, according to the threatning 
implycd in the Reaſon annexed to the Fifth Com- 
mandment; Bat he bimſelf lived to fee it ful- 
filled nor long after, in a very Ggnal Provi- 
dence. 

He abſerved from Scriprure Inftances, as well as 
from ſome Providences which he bad taken Notice 
of in his own Day, That' if any began wellin the 
ways of Religion and Godline(s, and afterwards caſt 
off their Profeſſion, and returned io Profaneneſs again 

| uſually 
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uſually God ſers a mark of his diſpleaſure upon them, 
nts, I by fome viſible Judgment in this World; their Eſtates 
'ba- WY ruined, their Reputation blaſted, their Families ſunk,” | 
ngs WO or themſelves brought ro Milery ; fo that all who? 
; be Wl paſſed by might ſay, Thu was an Apoſtare, It anyi© 

Man draw back, my Soul ſhall have nv plealure in, 
ful WW fim. 
fin- He obſerved from Numb. 10. 12. That all our Re* 
ter- MW moves in'this World, are but from one Wilderne(s to ano- 
fay, Wl ther. Upon any change that is befare us, we are apt 
ld I to promiſe or x (elves a Canaan, but we {hall be deceived, 
up- it will prove a Wilderneſs. 
gbe- Once pretſing the Study of the S:riprures, he ad- 
ad- I viſed to take a verſe of Pſalm. 119, every Morning © 

to Meditare upon, and ſo go over the Pfaltm twice 
ces, Wl in the Year, and that (ſaid he) will bring you ta be 
nds, Wl in love with all the reſt of the Scripture 3 and he of- 
aith WW ren ſaid, Al! Grace grows, as love to the Word of God 
d i: WW grows. 
Son Oae asking his advice, what to do when {as often : 
3 his MW unavoidably) we are in the fight and hearing of the 
ve WM wickedneſs of the Wicked, and whether we are to re- 
aich W prove them ; why (faich be) you now what an angry 
tice, MW Counr:nance dath, and we may ſometimes give a Re- 
rha- I proof by our looks, when we have not opportunity of 
ning WF giviog it otherwiſe. 
'o0m- He would not bear that any ſhould be evil ſpoken of 
fal- I © bis Hearing, 'twas to bim as Vinegar to the Teeth, 
ovi- Wl He would mind thoſe who Reflefted upon People be» | 

bind their Backs, of that Law, Lev. 19. 14. Thou ſhale 
1 as Wl nt Curſe the Deaf. Thoſe that are abſent are Deaf, 
Nice MW they cannot right themſelves, and therefore fay no ill 
the © of them. A Friend of his enquiring of him concern- 
ing a matter which tended ro refle&t upon ſome Peo- 
ple ; 'he began to giye him an account of the Story, 
L.4 but 


2 | 
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but immediately broke off, and checked himſelf with 
theſe words, But our Rule #, - to fpeak evil of no Man, 
and would proceed no farther in the Story. Twas 
but the Week before he dyed, that one defired bim to 
"lend bim ſuch a Book 3 Truly {laith be) I would lend 
it you, but that it rakes in the Faults of ſome, 
which ſhould rather be covered with a Mantle of Love. 
T were eafie ro Multiply inſtances of this. 

To quicken People xo diligence and liveline(s in the 
Worſhip of God, he would ſometimes obſerve, that 
the Temple was built upon a Threſhing-floor, a place 
of Labour. He would alſo urge, that in An- 
ſwer to thoſe who turn'd it to bis Reproach, that 
bis Meeting place bad been a Barn ; no new thing 
{ would he ſay ) ro turn a Threſbirg-floor into a 
Temple. 

When ſome zealous People in the Country would 
have him to Preach agaiofſt Top-knots, and other Va- 
nities in Apparel, he would ſay, that was none of his 
Buſineſs 5 if he could bur perſwade People 10 Chriſt, the 
Pride and Vanity, and Exceſs of thole things would 
fall of Ceurſe ; and yer he bad a diſlike to Vanity and 
Gaicty of dreſs, "and allowed ir not in thoſe that be 
bad influence upon. His Rule was, that in ſuch things 
we muſt neicher be Owles nor Apes 3 not affect ſingu- 
larity, nor affect modiſhneſi ; nor (as he uſed to ob- 
ſerve from 1 Pet. 3.3.) make the putting on of Appa- 
rel our adorning, becauſe Chriſtiacs bave berter things 
to adorn themielves with, When ſome complained to 
bim of a Relation of theirs, that would not let them 
dreſs his Children with Ribbands, and other fine 
things, why truly (aid Mr. Henry) thoſe things are fit 
for Children ; thereby re proving both him that would 
not allow them to bis Children, and them that perhaps 
minded them too much rbemſelyes, _ 

- 
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He often, both in Sermons and Diſcourſes, would 
preſs People, to fix to themſelves ſome good. Pronciples, 
and ro come off from the Corrupt and Carnal Princi- 
ples that Worldly People go by. He took all occaſions 


os to recommend (uch Principles as theſe : That God who 
= # the firſt and beſt, ſhould have the firſt and beſt ; That 
_ OO, Chrift is a good Part ; That Soul Proſperity s 


the beſt Priſperity, and that it 11 we'l or all with ws, ac- 

OY my 4s 18 #s well or ll with our Souls; That Honeſty 
is the beſt Policy ; That thoſe that wou'ld bave the comfore 
of Relations, muſt be careful to do the Duty of them ; 
Ao That All # well that ends everlaſiingly well; TI hat Time 
and the things of Time, are nothing compared with Eter- 


= nity and the things of Eternity ; "That it # better to 
R G ſuffer the greateſt Affiion, than to commit the leaſt 


Sz; T hat & bigbly concerns us to de that nw, which 
ools i ©* ſhall moſt wiſh we bad done when we come to aje 5 
1,8 That Wark for God u its own Wages; That it # folly 
F his fur a Man to do that which oe muſt certainly undo again 
the by Repentance, ot be. undone to all Eternicy Such as 


od thele were the Principles be would have Chriſtians rg 
and £2 <79 themſelves by, re” 
bo Speaking of the Cauſes of Athciim, he had this 
bing Obſervation 3 That 4 Head full of vain and unprofita- 


fig ble Notions, meeting with @ Heart full of Pride and 
Self-concertedneſi, diſpiſe a Man direfily ro be an 

} ob- Atheiſt. | 
| A Gentlewoman, that upon ſome uvkindneſs be- 
= 4 twixt ber and her Husband, was parted from bim, and 
ived ſeparately near a I welve-month, grew Melan- 
choly, and complained of Sin, and the withdrawing 
f the Light of God's Counzenance, and the want of 
ſfurance 3 ke rod her, ſhe muſt rectife what was 
amiſs berween ber 42d ber Husband , and return 
no the way of Duty, clſe 'wwas in vain to ex- 
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pet Peace, Her Friends were againſt it 5 
bur be laid, he was confident it would prove 


lo. 

He ſaid he had obſerved concerning bimſelf, that he 
was ſometimes the worle for eating, bur never for ab- 
flinence ; lomerimes the worle for wearing too few 
Cloaths , but never for wearing ico many ; lometims 
the worle for ſpeaking, but never for keeping $:- 
lence. 

As to his Letters, he was very free in writing 10 bis 
Friends. A good Leer, be would lay, may p:rhaps 
do more good than a good Sermon, becauie the Ad- 
dreſs is more particular, and that which is written re- 
wains His Language and Expretiions in his Letter: 
were always pow and beavenly, and ſeaſoned with the 
Salt of Grace ; and when there was occaſion, he would 
excellently Adminiſter Counlels, Repreofs or Com: 
farts by Letter. He kept no Copies of bis Lerrers, 
and it 1s impoſſible if we ſhould attempr ir, to retrieve 
them from the Hapds into which they were fcarter'd, 
Mr. Rutherford's, ard Mr. Allen's Lewers, that (like 
ſome of the moſt. excellent of Paul's Epittles) bore 
date out of a Priſon, bave a mighty Tincture of 
their peculiar Priſon-Comforts and Enlargements 3 
we have none ſuch to produce of Mr. Henry's, no Pa- 
ſtoral Letrers or Priſon Letters ; he was bimlſelf, in 
his whole Converſation, an Epiſtle of Ob-:/t 

But we ſhall only glean up ſome Paſſages out of 
ſuch of his Letters as are in our Hands, which may be 
affeQting and editying. 

To his Son when he was abroad for Improvement 
at London, in the Year 1685, and 1686, - with the 
common buſineſs of his Leners, which was always 
written with a ſavor of Religion, be would intermix 
ſuch Lines as theſe : * We are all well here, Thanks be 


[9 
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* ro God, the Divine Providence watching about our 
' Tabernacle, and compatiing us abour aw#th Favour, as 
* with a Shield. Our great Enquiry is, Hbae ſhall we 
[- * render * Alas! 'our Rendrings are nothing to our 


b- ' Receiving 3 like the Barren Field, on which 
w * mult Coft is d, bur the Crop is not according- 
T! ' ly. Our Heavenly Father is /oading ws with bu Bene-* 
4- ' fitt, and we are loading him wirh our Sins, grie- 


' ving him that comforts us ; and how long, how | 
b's ' long ſhall it beſo? O that ir might be otherwiſe! : 
ps * that our Mercies might be as Oy/ ro the Wheels, to : 
d- ' make us ſo much the more a#:ve and lively irr our 
re- ' Maſters Work, eſpecially confidering how it is with 


er: * our fellow Servants, they empry and we full; they « 

he ' Marah and we Naoms. There may a Day come, : 

ald ' when it may coft| dear ro be honeſt, bur after all, 

m*- * To fear God and krep by Commandments, # the who'e 

rs, * of Man. I therefore commend it ro you; and you « 

eve * to God, who is a ſhield and buckler to them-that © 

rd, ' fear bim. 

ike * We are well, but in daily expectation of that * 

ore * which we are born, and born again to, and that is «# 

of Wl © Trouble in this World, yer rejoycing in hope of the - if 

ts ; MW © Glory of God, which we are reaching after, and 4 

Pa- Wl © prefling towards, as we truſt you are allo. - Where - 
in WW ' you are, you fee more of the glittering Vanities of 


' this World in a Day, than we here do in an Age; ; 
t of Wl © and are you more and more in /ove with them,- or »» 
y be MW | deadand dying to them ? | hope dead and dying to 

* them, for they are poor things, and perifh in rhe 
ufing ; make many worle that enjoy them, - but- * 
1 the MW * none better. What is Tranſlated vexation of Spirit, + 
ways Wl © Eccl.'r. 2. may be read Feeding ' upon Wind, comp. + 
mix WM © Hof. 12.4. and can Wind fatisfie > The Lord pre-: 
cs be Ml © {erve. and keep you from all Evil, the Lord prefervers 
and; 
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* and keep yonr Soul, We both ſend you our Love, 
* and bleis you together, and apart, every day, in the 
© Name of the Lord. Amen and Amen. 

* Be fincere and bumble and choice in your Com- 
pary, always either getring M--”: good, ga- 
thering in or laying our. | er t0 - keep the 
Heart with all diligence and a all keepings, for 
there the Fountain 1s, and if that be well kept and 
clean, the (treams will be accordingly. 

* *Tis ſome ſhort Refreſhment to Friends and Relati- 
Ons, to fee and hear from one another, bur it paſſerh 
away, and we have here no continuing City, no abi- 
ding Delights in this World 3 \6ur Re#t remains elle- 
where ; thoſe we have, loſe much of their {weetnels, 

* from rhe thoughts of parting with them while we 
* enjoy ther, 'but' the Happine@ t& come is Erernal, 
* Afer Millions of Millions of Ages (if we may fo 
© ſpeak of Eternity) as far from an end as the firſt 
* Moment 5 and the /aft of Glory will be Glory /lo 
© ſome read Prov. 25. 27.) keep that in your Eye (my 
* dear Child) and it will as much as any thing dazzle 
* your Eyes, to all the fading deceiving Vanities of this 
* lower World ; and will be a quickning Motive to 
* you, to abound always in the work of the Lord, 
* foraſmuch as you know your Labour ſhall not be 
* in vain in the Lord. The Lord bleſs you, who ble/- 
© ſeth indeed. 

* See that you walk circumſpectly, not as the 

* Fools, but as the wiſe; many Eycs are upon you, 
*.his eſpecially, who is all Eye; Cave, Dew i 
* det, memento hoc agere 3 oar Bleſſing with 1 Chr. 
a XX 

* The fame which is yer the Prologue of - yours, 
is of ours ally” Omne bene, law Dis ! but 
* he lat girdeth on the Harneſl, muſt not boaſt 4 


£ 
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* that puts it off, While the World we live in is ws» 


£ 


Lo 


der the Moan, conitant in nothing but inconftancy ; 
and ſuch Changes are made in other Families, why 
ſhuu!d we alone promile our lelyes mnyorunity from 


* the common Lot? There would be no need of 


- - - Lo 


Faith and - Patience which are Wqzrer Graces, if it 
ſhuuld be always Summer tame with us. We have 
three Vnchangeables 10 oppaſe 10 all other Mutabili- 
ties 3 an unchangeabie Covenant, an unchangeable God, 


and an wnchangeable Heaven : And while thele three 


. - - - . -* Lad Py A - ” - - - - 


«A = 


remain the lame, yeſterday, to day, and for ever ; 
Welcome the Will of our Heavenly Father in all 
Events that may happen to us; come what will,no- 
thing can come amils 10 us. 

* Keep the lavilible things of the other World al- 
ways in your Eye. He that ventures the loſs of 
an Ecernal Crown and Kjngdom, for a Cup or two of 
puddle Water (lach as all teriene pleaſures in Com- 
pariſon are) makes # bargain, which no lefs a ſpace 
than that which is Ever laft ing »1ill be ſufficient to be- 
wail gnd repent of, Huw much bener is ir to lay 
up in Hare now a good Foundation for time to come, 
and to lay bo/d en Eternal Life ? doing thoſe Works 
whic bh we would be willing ſhould bereafier follow 
us, yet ftill making the bleſſed Jeſus our Al in 
all. 

* The further Progreſs you make in your Studies , 
you will find them the eaſier; 'ris ſo with Religion, 
the worlt is at firſt, Ir is like the Picture that 


* frown'd at firſt entrance, but afterwards /miles and 


c 
£ 
c 


looks pleaſant. They that walk in finful ways, meer 
with ſome Difficulties at firſt, which Cuſtom con- 
quers, and they become as nothing. "Tis good ac- 
cuſtoming our ſelves to that which is good, The 
more we do, the more we may do in Religion. Your 
Acquaintance 
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; Acquaintance (I doubr not) increaſeth abroad, and ac- 
* cortiiggly your watch mult be ; tor by that oftentimes, 
© &re we are aware, we are eninar'd, He that walketh 
* with wiſe Men ſhall be wiſe. 

* The return of the Spring invites our Thank(gi- 
* ving for the mercy of it, TI be Bird; are finging ear- 
ly and late, according to their Capacity, the Praiſes 
* of their Creator 3; bur Man only, tbat bath moit 
© cauſe, finds ſomething elle ro do. Tis Redeeming 
* Love that is the moit admirable Love; lels than an 
© Erernity will not ſuffice to adore it in. Lord, how n 
© jt! Lord, what &s man? As the Streams lead to the 
© Fountain, ſo ſhould all our Mercies lead us to that. 
* We both of us ſend you our moſt affectionate Love 
« and Bleſſing ; Bleſſing? That is, we pray and be- 
© feech the moſt Bletied God, even our ozrn G:d, to 
« give you bis Bie{ling for be only can command the 
© Bleſſing ; and thoſe whom be Bleifeth are Blefſid in- 
« deed, Lerusftill hear ro our comfort, that 10u walk 
* #4 the Truth, living above the things of the World, 
* asdead to them. The Lord in Mercy fit us for his 
* Will in the next Providence, Publick and Perſonal,for 
* Time #s always teeming. 

* Your Improvement is our Joy, Be fincere and e- 
© rious, cloathed with Humility, abounding always 
* in the work of the Lord ; and when you have done 
* all ſaying, 1 am an unprofitable Servent. *T was the 
* good advice of the Moral Philoſopher, in your Con- 
© verſe with Men, Minor d mp& (Diſtruſt) but I muſt 
© add, in every thing towards God Miu milfs ( Be- 
© lieve) expect Temptation and a Snare at every rurn, 
* and walk accordingly. We bave a good Cauſe, a van: 
* quithed Enemy. a good Second, and extraordinary 
© Pay; for he that overcomes, needs not defire to be 
* more happy than the {ccond and third of the Reve- 

lation 


' lation (peaks him robe. The God of all Mercy and 
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* Grace compals you! about always with bis Favour 4s 


- 


- 


- 


. 


- 


with a ſhield. 

* | would have you redeem time for bearmg the 
word in Seaſon and gut of Seaton ; your other ſtudies 
will proſper neyer the worſe, eſpecially if you could 
return immediately from i to the C/cſet again, with- 
out cooling Divertiſements by the way. 

' See your need of Chriſt more-and more,and live upon 


' him; no Life like it, {o (weer,ſo fate. Chriſt uw mew mi- 
' Ii in emnia. We cannot be diſcharged from the 
* Guile of any Evil we do, without his Merit to farif- 
* fie 5 we cannot more in the per forman.c of any good 


Lay 


required, wichout his Spiri# and Grace to atlilt and 
enable for it; and when we have done all, that All 


* 1s nothir g, without his M-d:a!10% and Interceſſion 10 


Lo 


Lo 


make it accepiable!; lo that every day, in every 
thing. he is Afin 4. Though you are at « diſtance 


' fromus now, we rejoyce in the good bope we bave 
* through Grace, of meeting again in the Land cf the 


- 


- 


Living, that is, on Eaith, if God fee good, bow- 
ever in Hegven, which is the erue Land of the truly 
Living, and is beit of all. The Lord God Ever- 
laſting be your Sun and Shield in all your ways : See 


* rime hafting away apace towards Eternity, and the 


Judge even at the Door, and woik accordingly, 
where-ever you are, alone or in Company; be 


always either doing or getting good, Sowing or Reap» 


* ing. As for me, | make no'other Reckoning, bur 


that the Time of my Departure is at hand, and whar 
Trouble I may meer with before, I know nat, the 


* Will of the Lord be done: One of my chief Cares 


is, that no Juiquity of mine may be laid up for youll, 
which God graat fur his Mercy lake in Chrilt Jeſus, 
Amen. 


* Be 
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* Be careful of your Health. Remember zbe Rule, 
* Venzents occurrere ; but. eſpecially — 
mainmatter, The Soul is the Man ; if that do well, 
all's well, Worſhip God in the Spirie z _ rejozce in 
Chrift Feſw, acd have no Confidence in the Fleſh, God 
be gracious unto thee my Soo, Redeem Tims, elpeci- 
ally for your Soul; Expect Trouble in this World, 
and prepare for it; expect Hoppineſs in the ©- 
ther World, and walk worthy of wu, uatg all plea- 
fing. 

* A good Bock is a good Companion at any time, bur 
eſpecially a good God, who 1s always ready ro hold 
Communion with thoſe that defire and ſeek Com: 
munion with bim, Keep low and bumble in your 
Thoughts and Opinion of your (elf ; bur aim high in 
your Deſires and Expectations, even as high as the 
Kingiom of Heaven ir (ejf, and reſolve ro take vp 
with nothing ſhort of it. The Lord guide you 
in all your ways, and go in and out before you, 
and prelerve you blameleſs ro his Heavenly Kirg- 
dom. 

Immediately after bis Sun was Ordained to the 
Work of the Miniſtry at London, in the Year 1687. 
he thus wrote to him ; © Are you naw a Miniſter of 
* Jeſus Chriſt * Hath be counted you Faithful, put- 
ting you into the Miniſtry 2 then be Fairbful ; out of 
love 10 him feed by Lambs : Make it your 1 G%-;, 
as a workman that needs not be aſhamed, rightly di 
viding the word of Truth. I hope what you Expe- 
rienced of the preſence of God with you in the $0- 
lemniry, hath left upon you a truly indelible Cha- 
rafter, and luch Impreſſions , as neither time, nor 
any thing elſe ſhall be able ro wear our. Remem- 
ber P/al. 71. 16. It is in the Eye of Senſe, a bad 
time to ſer qutinz but in Sowing and Reaping, Clouds 
' and 


» oa LY - - - - - - 
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and Wind avaſt not be heeded, The Work is both 


Comfortable and Honourable, and the Reward rich 
and fare 3 and if God be pleaſed to give Opportu- 


' nity and a Hearr, though there may be Trouble at» 


rending it. *rwill be eafily born, If we ſuffer with 
him, we ſhall alſo reign with him. I am, and ſhall 
be, according 10 my Duty and Promiſe, earneſt at 
the Throne of Grace, on your behalf, that rhe Lord 


* will pour our upon you of his Holy Spirsr, that whar 
* be calls youro, he would fir you for; eſpecially 
* that he would take you off your own bettom, and 
' lay you low in the Senſe of your own Unworthinels, 


lIoabiliry and Inſufficiency, that you. may ſay with 
the Evangelical Prophet ; Wo » me, I am undone ! 
And with Feremiab, I am a Child; and with Paul, I 
am nothing ; where rhis is notgthe main thing is want+ 


' ing 5 for God reſiſts the Proud,” but gives Grace to 


the Humble, Now the Lord give you that Grace to 
be Humble; and then, according to bis Promiſe, he 
will make you rich in every other Grace, 

It were very eafie to Tranicribe mary more ſuch 


Lines as theſe, out of his Letters ro bis Son, bat theſe 
ſhall ſuffice. 


We ſhall nexr gather np ſome few paſſages our of 


lome of his Lerrers to a Perſon of Qualicy in London, 
(lach of them as are come to our Hands, which are 
but few of many.) The beginning of his Cone 
dence wirh that Gentleman, (which continned to bi 
Death, and was kept '\up Monbly for a great while} 
_ the Year 1635. and the following Lerter broke 

the Ice, | 


Homnur 'd Sir, 


Arie you are by this time, as you intended, 
rerarned to London, to your Home and Habira- 
* tion 
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tion there. I make bold, according to my Promite, 
to Salute you in a few Lines, In the firtt place to 
be your Remembrancer of the Vows of God which 
are upon you, upyn the account of the many Mer- 
cies of your Journey, buth in your going out and 
in your coming in, Was not every itep you took 
hedg'd abour with ſpecial Providence * Had not 
the Angels charge over you ? Did not they pitch 
their Tents where you pitched yours? Did nor Goad- 
nels and Mercy follow you, and ſhould it not then bz 
had in thankful Remembrance ? Where Mercy 
gocs before, ſhould not Daty fullow after ? If YOu 
have Mr. Angier's Life, you will find there, Paze $$, 
89, a Collection our of bis Diary, of ten Heads «of 
Mercies, acknowledged in a Joutney, to heighten 
God's Praiſes, and to quicken his own and others 
Hearis therein, and they are certainly very affecting 
Next (Sir) Iam to acquaint you, that I have faith- 
ſully diſpos'd of the Money you left with me at parting, 
ro eight poor praying Widows in this Neighbour- 
hood, as you appointed. And this among «lf the rel! 
of your Alms Deeds is had in Memorial before God ; 
'tis Fruit that will abound ro your Account, Bread 
ſent a Voyage upon the Waters, which you and yours 
will fiad again after many Days; for his Faithful 
thar hath promiſed. The Apoſtles Prayer ſhall be 
thine, 2 Cor, 9, lo. Now he that miniſtreth Seed t 
the Sower, both Miniſter Bread for your Food, and mul- 
tiply your Seed ſown, and increaſe the Fruits of your 

Righteouſneſs. Amen. 
And ſome time afier he wrires, * Your Acknowleds- 
ing God inall yoaur Aﬀairs, I cannot but rejoyce in, 
as an evideace of the uprighrneſs of your Hart 
rowards him ; *ris the Life and Soul of all Religion ; 
'ris indeed to walk with God : That includes as much 
| * as 
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" as any other Scripture command in ſo few words, In 
' allthy ways acknowledge him; in every thing thou doſt 
' have an Eye tohim 3 make bis Ford and Will thy 
" Rule, his Glory thy End ; ferch in ſtrength from him ; 
' expect lucce(s from him; and in all Events that happen, 
' which are our may: too whether they be for us or againſt 
* us)he is tobe acknowledged,that is ador'd : if proſperous 
* with Thankfuilnefþ, if otherwiſe with Submiſſion; as Fob, 
' The Lord hath given, and the Lord hath taken, and 
* bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. This is to (er the 
' Lord always before us, to have our Eye ever to» 
* wards the Lord ; where this is not, we are fo far 
* without God in the World. 
In another Lener, * As to the Acceſſion lately made 
* ro your Eftate,,wch good may it do you ; that is, much 
gord may you do with ir,which is the true Good of an 
Eſtare. The Lady F/arwick would not thank him,chat 
would give her a Thouſand a Year, and iye ber up 
from duing good with ir. I rejoyce in the /arge Heart 
which God hath given you with your large Eſtate 
without which Heart the Eitate would be your Snare. 
| have lately met with a Letter of Mr. Henry's, to 
Couple related ro him; who in a very ſhort time had 
Buryed all their Children of the Small Pox, to their 
creat Grief, 'twas in the Year 1679. Whar Comfore 
and Counſels he Adminiſtred to them, may be of uſe 
0 others in their Aﬀfictions, ard therefore I hall 
ranſcribe the whole L etrer, though it be long, 
Dear Coſins, 
His is to you both, whom God hath made one 
in the Conjugal Relation, and who are one alſo 
in the preſent Aﬀidction; only to Ggnitie to you. that 
we do heartily Sympathize with you in ic. The Trial 
's indeed ſharp, and there will be need of all the 
Wiſdom and Grace you have, and of all the help 
£ of Y 
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* of Friends you can get, both to bear and ro improve 
* it aright, You mutt bear jt with Silence and Sub- 
* miſſion, Surely it #s meet to be ſaid unto God, I have 
* born Chaſtiſement. He is Sovereign Lord of all, and 
may do with us and ours as plcaſerh bim, Ir is not 
for the Clay to quarrel with the Potrer, It was Mercy 
you had Children, and comfort in them /o long 3 it is 
Mercy that yet you bave one another, and your Chil- 
dren are not loſt, but gone before, a little before, 
whither you your ſelves are haltning afrer. And it 
a Storm be coming, (as God grant ir be not) it is beſt 
with them that put firſt into the Harbour. Your 
Children are taken away from the Evil to come, and 
you muſt not Mourn as they that bave no hope. Sen- 
ſible you cannot bur be, bur dejected and (ullen you 
mult not be, that will but pur more bitterneſs into 
the Cup, and make way for another, perhaps a 
ſharper ſtroke. You muſt not think, and | hope you 
do nor, that there cannot be a ſharper ſtroke, for God 
hath many Arrows in his Quiver 3 he can heat the 
Furnace ſeven times hotter, and again and again (e-W. 
ven times horrer, rill he haxþ Con!umed us; and if, 

be ſhoulddo fg, yer fill we mult ſay, he bath punch 
ed us leſs than our Iniquities bave deferved. For Ex- 
amples of Patience jn the like kind, we have wo. 
eminent ones in the Book of God, thoſe are Fob and 
Aaron ; of the latter it is ſaid, Lev. 10. 3 He beld 
bi Peace ; and thar which quiered him, was what 
his Brother Moſes aid to him, The s that which the 
Lord hath ſaid 1 will be ſanAified; and if God be 
* Sanflified, Aron is Satisfied ; if God have Glory 
* from it, Aaron bath nothing ro ſay againſt ir. Of 
© the former ir is ſaid, Fob t. 20. he fefl d1wn, bur it 
* was to Whrwſhip ; and we are told bow he exprefled 
* bimfelf, The Lord gave, &c. He acknowledgeth God 
4 F, 
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* ing!l: Ang indeed afterall, this is it (my dear Co- 
' Gos) that you muſt (atisfie your ſelves with under 
© this ſad Providence , that the Lord hath done it, and 
the ſame Will that ordered the thing it (elf, ordered 
* all the Circumſtances of it; and who are we that 
* we ſhould diſpute with our Maker : Let the Pot- 
* ſherds ftrive with the Porſherds of the Earth, but let 
* not therhing formed ſay to him that formed it, Why 
* haſt thou made me thu ? And as for the Improve- 
* ment of this Affliction, (which I boys both of you 
' earneſtly deſire, for it is a great Loſs to loſe ſuch a 
' Providence, and not be made better by ir) I con- 
* ceive there are four Leſſons which it ſhould reach 
' you, and they are gopd Leſſons, and ſhould be well 
' learned, for the advantage of them is unſpeakable. 
* 1, Ir ſhould for ever imbitter Sin to you 5 you know 
whar ſhe ſaid ro the Propher, 1 Kings 17. 18, Art 

" thou come to call my Sin to remembrance, and to ſlay 
* my Son? "Tis Sin, Sin that is the old Kill-Friend, 
* the Fonah thar bath raiſed this Storm, the 4chan that 
hath troubled your Houſe ; then how ſhould you 
' grow in your hatred of ir, and endeavours againſt 
'1t? rthatyou may be the Death of that which bath 
been the Death of your dear Children ; I fay the 
Dearth of ir, for nothing leſs will fatisfie the rrue Pe- 
' nitent, than the Death of ſuch a Malefactor. 2, Tr 
ſhould bea Spur ro you, IO put you on in Heavens way ; 
It may be you were growing remiſs in Duty, begin- 
ning to ſlack your forrher pace ig. Religion, and your 
venly Father ſaw it, and was grieved at it, and 
ſent. this ſad Providence to be your Monitor, to tell 
yoy, you ſhould remember whence you were fallen, 
and do your firſt Works, and be mare Humble and 
Foy, and Heavenly, and ſolf-denying, and MWPatchful, 
abounding always in the work of the Lord, O Blet-' 
* fed 
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* ſed are they that come out of ſuch a Furnace thus 
refined, they will ay hereafter, 'twas a bappy day 
for them that ever they were put in, 3. You mu! 
learn by it as long as you live, to keep your Aﬀetts- 
ons in due Bounds towards Creature Comforts, How 
hard is it to /ove and not to over-love, to delight in 
Children or Yoke-fellows, and nor oyer-delight ; 
now God is a jealous God, and will not give his Glo- 
ry to any other; and our excels this way dath often 
provoke him to remove that Mercy from us, which 
wedo thus make an Idolof; and our Duty is to la- 
bour when be doth ſo, to get that matter mend- 
ed, and to rejoyce in all our Enjoyments &:th 
Trembling, and as if we rejoxced mot. 4. It 
ſhould be a means of drawing your Heart: 
and Thoughts more upwards and home-wards; | 
mean your Everlaſting Home, You ſhould be look- 
ing oftaer now than before jnto the other World, ] 
ſhall go to him, (aith David, when bis lictle Sun was 
gone before, Ir is yer bur « lictle while e're all tbe 
things of Time ſhall be ſwallowed up in Eternity. 
And the matter is not great, whether we or ours dit 
firft, whilſt we are all dyjng ; in the midit of Life 
we are in Death: What manner cf perſons then 
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* ſelf, and God, even our Father, be your ſupport un- 
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ought we to be 2? Now our Lord Feſw Chrift bim-B 


* der, and do you good by this Diſpenſation, and give 


© you 8 Name better then that. of Sons and Daughter: 
* We are daily mindful of you. ar the Throne of Ce) 
* in our poor meaſure, and dearly recom 40 
q you, &c, | *1 


We thall next ather up ſome Padages prof bi 
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Letters to big Children, afrer chey,. were married and 


gone from him., - £ 
: T 


- - —_ «a 


P_ RR 2% — OT DD. 


The L1FE of Mr. Philip Henry. 239 
To one of bis Daughters with Child of her firſt 
Child, he thus writes, * You have now one kind of 
* Burthen more than ever you had beture to cat upon 
' God, and if you do iu, he will lultain you, accor- 
' © ding to his Promile. 
| And when the time of Travel was near, thus, 
; © You know whom you bave truſted, even bim who 
-B © is erue and faithful, and rever yet did, nor ever will 
1 © forſake the Soul that ſeeks him. TI bough be be 4{- 
b Wl © mighty, and can do every thing, yet this be cannot 
* do, he cannot deny bim/elf, nor be worie than his 
-H © Word: Bur what is his Word? Hath be promiſed 
b Wl © that there ſhall be always a lafe and (ſpeedy delivery ? 
It Wl © that there ſhall be no Fabez, no Benoms ? No, bur 
© if there be, be hath promiſed it ſhall work roperber 
1 * for good; hath promiſed, if he doth not fave from, 
(© he will ſave rough : If he call to go, even through 
IN* the valey of the ſhadow of death, (and what leſs is 
as Nl © Child-bearing 7) he will be with you, bis R:d and 
be Bl © bis Sroff hall comfort you, and that's well: There- 
. fore your Faith mutt be in thoſe thipgs as the Pro- 
1: mile is, either fo or fo, and which way loever it be, 
feWlWl* God # goed, and dotb+'goad. 'Therefore (my dear 
en * Danghter) hfe.. up the Hands that bang down, caſt 
n-Y* your Burthen vpon him, truſt alſo in him, and lex 
1n-F' your Thoughts be eſtabliſhed, , We arg gindful of 
wel! you in ove daily Prayers, bus, you, ave @, bettcs Inze- 
ri ceſſer-rhan we, who! is beard alwgh, 1... 
ll To another off them in the ſame Circumitance; : be 
thus writes: ./*; Your laſt Lexter ſpeaks. you. in # good 
* Frame, which rejoyced. my Heart, that ,you were 
| fixed, fixed waiting: upen Gods  pharygur Faicb was 
WY uppermoth Shove your, Fears 3.that,you., cquld.ſay, 
adi Behold the handmaid of the Lord, let him do with me 
* # ſeemeth good in by ezes, We are never fitter for a 


© Mercy, 


_ : 
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© Mercy, nor is it more likely to be a Mercy indeed, 
* than when it is ſo with us; now rhe Lord keep ic 
* always in the Imagination of the Thoughts of your 
* Heart, And he concludes, * Forger not i Tim. 2. 
* laſt. 

When one of his Daughters was ſafely delivered, in 
a Lerrer ro another of them that was drawing near to 
that needfal Hour, he obſerv'd, that when David (aid, 
Plal. 116. 12. Hhat ſhal I render? He preſently adds, 
v.13. 1 will call upon the Name of the Lord, * As if 
* (ſaith he) calling upon rhe Name of the Lord for 
* Mercy for you, were one way of rendring unto the 
*Lord , for the great Benefit done to your Si- 
* ſter, 

On occaſion of affliction in their Families by the 
fickne(s or Death of Children, or otherwiſe, healways 
wrote ſome wurd in ſeaſon. 

© In the Furnace agfHin ? (ſaith he) but a goed Friend 

* fits by, and it is only to take away more of the Droff, 
* If leſs Fire would do, we ſhould not have it {6 
© much and ſo often; O tor Faith to rruſt the Refiner , 
* and to refer all to his Will and Wiſdom, and to wait 
* the Ifſne—--- for I bave been young, and now am 
* old, bur L never yet ſaw it in vain $0 ſeek God, and 
* to hope in him, | | 
'' Ar anorher time he thus writes; * Topgh andknar- 
© ty Blocks nuff have . more and 'more Wedges; oor 
* heavenly Father when te judgerh will' overcome. 
© We hear of ' the death of dear 8: T.' and chide our- 
* ſelves for being ſo often pleaſed wich bis lirtle pret- 
* ty faſhion/lefkt we offended therein be up too much 
© {o, | No Kvval maſt fir with bim in his Throne, who 
4 | | alf var Love and Foy, and bath roo little of 
<K ; & Oo 4 
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Art another time, upon the death of another little 
one, * The dear little one (faith he) made but a ſhorr 
* Paſſage through this to another World, where it is to 
* be for ever a living Member of the great Body, where- 
© of Jeſus Chrift is the ever-/iving Head ; bur for 
* which Hope there were cauſe for Sorrow indeed, It 
* he rharyives takes, and it is but hisown, why ſhould 
* we ſay, Phat doft thou ? 

At another time upon the like occaſion ; * Our 

Quiver of Childrens Children is not fo ful, but God 
ay ſoon empty it: O for Grace, Grace at ſuch a time, 
Which will do that that Nature cannot, The God of 
all Grace ſupply your Need and ours, according to 
his Riches in Glory, The Lord is ſtill craining you 
up in his good Schoo/ ; and though no AMiction for 
the preſent be joyow bur grievow, nevertheleſs after» 
wards it yields well ; your Work is in every thing to 
* bringyour H/71 to the 0 of God, 

To one of his Daughters concerning her little one, 
be thus writes ; * They are bur Bubbles : wehave ma- 
* ny warnings to fit looſe ; the leſs we rely upon them 
' in our Foys and Hopes, the more likely to have them 
* continued ro us, Onr God is a jealous God, nor 
* will be ſuffer the Creature ro uſurp his Throne in our 
* AﬀeCtions, 

Upon the death of a little Child but few days old, 
be thus wrires; * The tidings of the death of your 

little one were affliting to us, but the C/ay muſt-nor 
' ſay to the Porter, Whar doft rbou 2 If he that rook 
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et” i be the ſame thar gave, and whar be'gave and took 
- was his own, by our own conſent,” it becomes us to 
[ 


' ſay, Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. T hope you bave 
been learning roacknowledge God in all Events,and to 
take all as from his Hend,who hath given us to know 
Ifay,to know (for Paw faith ſo)thar all thirgs do work 

M * toge- 
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* rogether, (not only ſhall, bur ds) for our good, that 
we may be more and more partakers of ha Holine, 
He can make the two left as comfortable to you as 

all the three, as all your five could bave been. How- 

* ever, if all the Ciſterns were drawn dry while you 

© bave your Fountain to go to, you are well ; you 

* may allo by Faith look forward, and ſay, it was a 

* Covenant-child, and through Mercy, we ſhall fee ir 
' again in a better World, 

Upon the ſickneſs of a dear Child, he thus writes to 

:the Parent ; © You and we are taught to ſay, It s 
© the Lord ; upon his Will muſt we wait, and to ir 
* muſt we ſubmit in every thing ; not upon conſtraint, 
* bur of choice ; nor only becauſe he is the Potter and 
* we the Clay; and therefore in a way of Soveraignty 
* he may do what he pleaſeth with us and ours : Bur 
© becauſe he is our Father, and will do nothing bur 
© what ſhall be for ood ro us. The more you can be faris- 
© fied in this, i more willing ro reſign, the more 
* likely ro have, Be ſtrong therefore in the Grace 
* which isin Chrift Feſus ; it is given ſor ſuch a time of 
* nced asrhis. Ihope your Fears and ours will be pre- 
* vented, and pray they may ; but thanks be ro God, 
* we know the Worft of it, and that PPorft hath no 


* harm in ir, while the better part is ours, which can- I fe 
* not be taken away from ws. [E 
To one of his Children in affliction he writes tbus ; | : 

* 'Tis atime of Trial with you, according to the Will Fa & 

* of your and our Heayenly Father. Though you ſee If © 
* not yer what be means by ir, you ſhall ſce. Hef fo 

* means you good and not burt ; he is ſhewing you the I} 5. 

* vanity of all things under rhe Sun, that your happi- Þ it, 
* neſs lies not in them, bur in himſelf only ; thar they I Gi 
* and we are paſling away, withering Flowers, that ÞÞ «1 


* gherefore we may icara todie tothem,and live above 
, them, 


them, placing our Hope and Happineſs in berter 
things, truſting in him alone who is the Rock of Ages, 
who fails not, neither can fail, nor will fail thoſe 
that fly ro him, Ipray you, think nota hard thought 
of him,no not one hard c_ for he is good, and 
doth-good in all be doth, and therefore all ſhall work 
for good ; but then, as you are called according ro 
his purpoſe (bleſſed be bis Name for it) ſo you muſt 
lave him, and Love. (you know) thinks no evil, but 
puts the beſt conſtruction upon all that the Perſon 
loved fairh or doth, and ſo muſt you, though 
now for a Seaſon if need be, you are in Hea- 
vineſs. 

And at another time; *© Your Times and the Times 
of yours are in the Lord's good Hand, whole 1 is 
his Wiſdom, *T is one thing (as wereail and obiery'd 
this Morning, out of Ezek.22 ) tobe put into a Furnace 
and lefc there as Droſi to be conſumed ; and another 
thing to be put in as Gold or S:1/ver ro be melred for 
uſe, and to have the Refiner fet by, You know 
whom you have believed, keep your hold of the ever= 
laſting Covenant : He is faithful that hath prumiſed, 
* We pray for you, and we give Thanks fur you dai- 
' by, ' the Cup is mixed, therefore traft in the Lord 
for ever, and rejoyce inthe Lord always ; again I 
lay rejoyce. 

To one of his Sons in Law that was a little ergaged 
a building, he thus writes; *© Be ſure to tale Ged a> 
long with you 1n this, as in 'all other your Afﬀucirs ; 
for except he build the, Houſe, they labour in vain thas 
build it. Count upon troubleſome O-carrences in 
it, and keep the Spirit quiet within: And let nor 
God's Time nor Dues be entrenched upon, and then 
«1 wil be wel. 
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"Twas but a liule before be died that be wrote thus 

” to one of his Children; © We rejoyce in God's goud- 
* neſs to you, that your Diſtemper bath been a Rod 
* ſhaken only, and not laid on. He is good, and doth 
* good ; and ſhould wenot love him, and reft in our 
* loveto him? He ſaith, he doth in his to us, and re- 

* Joxceth over w with ſinging, Zeph. 3. 17. And have 

* notwe much more cauſe What lovelineſs ih us ? 
* What not in him ? I pray let me recommend him 
* to your. Love ; love him, love bim, with all tbe Pow- 

© ers of your Soul, and out of love to him pleaſe him. 
* He is pleas'd with boneſt Endeavours to pleaſe him ; 
* though afrer all, in many things we come ſhorr, 
© for Wwe are mot wnder the Law, but wider 
© Grace. 

0 one of his Children recovered from Sickneſs be 

: gives this hint; © Remember that a New Life muſt 
* be a New Lift indeed 3 Reprieves extraordinary call 
* for Returns extraordinary. 

The laſt Journey be made to London was in Auguft 
1690. before he went he ſent this Farewel-Letter to his 
Son at Cheſter: 1 am going forth this Morning to- 
* wards the great City, not knowing bur it may be 
* Mount Nebo to me: Therefore I ſend you this as full 
* .of Bleſſings as it can bold, to your ſelf, my Davgh- 
*-rer your Wite, all the reft of my Daughters, their 
* 'Husbands, and all the licle ones, together and ſeve- 
* raly. If I could command the Bleifiogs, I would ; 
* but] pray to him that bath and doth, and I truſt will, 
**TheLord blef{ you, and keep you, and lift up the light 
* of bw countenance upen you. As you bave received, and 
* you for your part preached Chrift Feſws the Lord, fo 
* walk in him: keeping Conlcience always void of: of- 
© fence, both towards God, and towards all Men. 
**T.ove your Mother, and be dutiful to her, and livein 

love 
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© love and peace among your (elves, and the God of 
* Love and Peace that bath been, will be with you. 
* Amen, 

To one who defired bis Direction for the artaining - 
of the Gift of Prayer, he wrate the following Letrer 
of Advice. 

It you would be able in words and Expreſſions of 
your own, without the help of a Form, to offer up + 
Prayers to God, obſerve theſe following Rules of Di- 
reftion, in the uſe whereof, by God's Bleſſing you may- 
in time atrain thereunto, 


t. You muſt be throughly convinced that where ſuch « + 
Gift w, it is of great uſe to a Chriſtian, both very com 
fortable and very profitable, and rherefore very deſi-a- 
ble, and worth your ſerious endeavours ; this mult firſt 
be, or elſe all thar follows will fignifie nothing : For 
it is as the wiſe Man faith, Prov. 18. 1. Through deſire 


a Man having ſeparated bimſelf, ſeeketh and intermed- 
leth with all wiſdom ; that is, till we are brought in 
ſome good meaſure to defire the end, we ſhall never 
in good earneſt apply our (elves ro the uſe of means, 
for the obtaining of it. Ir is a Gift that firs a Perſon 
to be of uſe to others in the Duty of Prayer, according 
as there is occaſion, eirher in a Family or in Chriſtian 
Communion. Iris alſo of great advantage to our ſelves ; 
For how can any Form (though never ſo exaR) be poſ- - 
fibly contrived, ſo as to reach all the Circumſtances 
of my particular caſe, and yer it is my Daty, in every 
thing to make my Requeſt; known to God, 

2. As you ſhould be perſwaded of the excellent uſe 
of ir, where it is attained, (o alſo you ſhould believe, 
that where it # not, it may be attained, and that withour- + 
any great difficulty. No doubt but many are diſcours-- 
ged from endeavouting after ir by an Opinion they + 

M 3 have 
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have, that it is to no purpoſe 3 they think ir a thing 
ſo far above their Abilities, that rhey were as good hi 
{till and never attempt it: This is of very bad Con- 
{-quence, as in other matrers of Religion, ſo partjcu- 
larly in this, and therefore watch againtt this Suggeſti- 
on, and conclude, that (though it may be harder to 
ſome than others) yer it is impeſſible to none: Nay, this 
wiſdom 1s eaſie to bim that underſtandeth, where means 
are uſed in the fear of God. 

2. Tou muſt rightly underſtand and conſider who it #, 
with whom you have to d» in Prayer, for your incou- 
ragement to come tohim, rhough in the midit of ma- 
ty Inficmities and ImperfeCtiens. He is your Father, 
your loving, tender hearted Father, who knows your 
Frame, and remembers you are but duſt ; who is not 
extream to mark what we do amils, in manner and 
expreilion,where the Heart is upright with him. You 
may judge 8 little concerning his Love, by the Difpoſt- 
tien that is in you towards your Chi/dren,, when they 
come to ak things needful of you : And believe bim ro 
be ir.finitely more merciful and compaſſionate, than the 
molt merciful and compaſſionate of Fathers and Mo- 
thers are or can be : eſpecially remembrirg that we 
have an Advocate with the Father Jeſus Chritt the Righ- 
teous, who is the great High Prieſt of our Profeſſion, 
and whom hz heareth almays. 

4. You mult pray that you may pray; beg of God 
* the Father of Lights, from whom every good and per- 
fect Gift comes, to beſtow this Gift upon you, We 
read, Luke 11. 1, that one of the Diſciples came to Je- 
ſus Cheitt upon this Errand, Lord teach us to pray, and 
he bad his Requeſt granted preſently... Go you to him 
on the ſame Errand. You may plead the Relation of 
a Child, from that Scirpture, Gal. .4: 6. And becanſe 
Jeu are Sons, Ged hath ſent forth the Spirit of bu Son 

into 
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into your Hearts, crying, Abba, Father: And the Pro- 
miſe alſo from that Scripture, Zech. 12. 10 I will pour 
upon the Houſe of David, andthe Inhabitants of Jerula» 
lem, the Spirit of Grace, and of Supplication z which 
rwo, Relation and a Promile, it they be not fuſfici- 
ent to encourage your Faith and Hope in this Aduicels, 
what 18 or can be ? 

5- It is good before you addreſs your ſelf to the Duty, 
to read a portion of Holy Seripture, Which will be 
of great ule to furniſh you both with matter and words 
for Prayer, eſpecially David's Plalms, and Pau/'s Ept- 
{tles. The Holy Spirit hath provided for us a Treaſury 
or Store houſe, of what is ſuitable for all occations, and - 
where both the &ord and the matter are his own, and 
of his own framing, and indicing, if affeCtions be ftir- 
ring in us accordingly, we have great reaſon to believe 
he will accept of us. In divers places he hath bimlſelf 
put words inro our Mouths for the purpole, as Hof. 14. 
2, Take with you words ; Matth. 6. 9. After thu man- - 
ner therefore pray ye, and often elſewhere, 

6. There muſt be ſome acquaintance with our own 
Hearts, with our Spiritual State and Condition, our 
IWnts and Ways, or elſe no good will be done in this 
Matter, *Tis ſence of Need, Hunger, Thirſt, Cold, 
Nikedneſs, that ſupplies the poor Beggar at your Door 
with periinent Expreſſions and Arguments, be needs 
not the help of any Friend or Book to furniſh bim 3 
lo if we know our ſelves, and feel our Condition, and 
ſer God before us as our God, able and ready tobelp 
us, words will eafily follow wherewith to offer ap our 
D-fires to him, who underſtands the Language even - 
of Sighs and Tears, and groanings which cannot be ut- 
tered Rom, $, 26, 


M. 4 7. 
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7. It of uſe in ſtated Prayer, ordinarily to obſerve 
4 Method, according to the ſeveral parts of Prayer, 
which are theſe Four : 

1, Conpellation or Adoration, which 1s the giving of 
due Titles to God in our Addreſſes ro him, and therein 
aſcribing to him the Glory due unto by Name, With 
this we are to begin our Prayers, both for the working 
of a Holy aw and dread upon our Hearts rowards bim, 
on the account of bis Greatneſs and Majeſty; as 
alſo for the ſtrengthning of our Faith and Hope 
in bim, upon the account of his Goodneſs and 
Mercy, 

2. Confeſſion ; $in is to be confeſſed in every Prayer : 
Original Sin as the Root, Spring bead and Fountain ; 
and Attual Sim as the Fruit and Stream proceeding 
from ir. Herein you muſt notreſt in generals, as the 
moſt do, but eſpecially when you are in ſecret before 
the Lord you mult deſcend to particulars, opening the 
whole Wound, biding nothing from bim, alſo aggra- 
vating the Fault from the Circumſtances of ir, judging 
and condemning your ſelf for it in the fight of God; 
and for your kelp herein, you muſt acquaint your (elf 
with the Divine Law, the Precepts and Prohibitions of 
it, eſpecially their Extent and Spiritual Nature, as 
the Rule, ard then bring your own Thoughts , 
Words, and Actions to ir daily, to be tryed by 
ir, 

3. Petition, for ſuch good things as God bath pro- 
miled, and you have need of, both concerning this Life 
and that which is to come, As to the latter, you are to 
pray for Mercy 10 pardon, and Grace to help in time of 
need. As to the former , for Bread to eat, and Raiment 
to put on, and a Heart ro be therewith contented. You 
are to pray for others alſo, the Church of 0 

| n 
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Land of your Nativity, Magiſtrates, Miniſters, Re- 
lations, and Friends, not forgetting the Afictions of . 
the Aﬀicted, 

4. Thanksgiving , which ſhould bave a confidera- - 
ble ſhare in every Prayer; for our Duty is, in every 
thing to give thanks for Mercies received, Publick and . 
Perional, which s che Will of God in Chriſt Feſws concerns, - 
ing ws. 

fr his Rule of Method is not fo neceflary to be ob- - 
ſerv'd in Prayer, as in no caſeto be varied from ; bur + 
it is certainly very uſeful and expedient, and a great « 
help to young beginners in that Duty. 

8. My advice is, that you would delay wo longer, bit 
forthwith apply your ſelf in the ftrength of Jeſus. 
Chrift, ro this ſweer and excellent way of Praying z. + 
and] dare ſay, in a ſhort rime you will figd, through, 
the aids and ſooplies of Divine Grace, what is at firſt - 
bard and difficult, will by degrees be eatie and de- 
lighrful. The promiſe is, that co him that bath, i.e. 
that hath, and uſeth what be hath, more ſhall be gi-; 
ven, Though you cannot do what you would, yer. : 
fail not ro do what you can, wherein the Lord will 
accept of you, according to bis Everlaſting Covenaat- » 
in Chrift Jeſus, for we are net wider the Lam but ans 
der Grace. 


e50 The L1EFk of Mr Philip Henry. 


CHAP. MX. 


A ſhort Account of ſome of his Friends, eſpe- 
cially his Brethren in the Miziſtry, that 
dyed before him. 


W E think our ſelves obliged to add this Account our 
of bis own Papers, partly as an Evidence of 
the great eſteem he had of the Gifts and Graces of 0- 
thers,.co whom he delighted ro do Honour; (an Inſtance 
of that Humility, which be was in all reſpects a gear 
Example of) ; and partly that we may preſerve the ve- 
membrance of ſome in that Country, whoſe Names 
ought not to be bury'd in Oblivicn. Ir is part of that 
Honour which we owe to them that fear the Lord; ro 
mention them with reſpect when they are dead and 
gone, that we may contribute ſomething to the fulfil- | 
liog of the Promiſe, That the Righteous, ard eſpecial- 
ly they who turn many to Righteouſneſs, ſhall be bad in 
everlaſting remembrance, While their glorified Souls 
ſhine as the Stars in the Firmament of our Father, it is 
fir that their embalmcd Memories ſhould in theſe lower 
Regions go forth as 4 Lamp that burneth. The Jewiſh 
Rabbins read Prov. 10 7. asa Precept, Let the Memo- 
ry of the Fuſt be Bleſſed. We will take them in the 
Ocder wherein we find them in bis Diary, according 
ro the time of their Death, premiling only this Note 
of bis, occafioned by a particular inftance 3 *© Snch a 
© dayI read the Life of old Mr. Rruen of Stapleford, 
* in which I mer with ſome things that ſhame me, 
* ſome 
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* ſome things that confirm me, and ſome things tha 
* quicken me, Bleſſed be God for that Cloud of Wir 
* nefſes we are encompalſled about with, 

Mr. Fobn Machin was buried at Newcaſtle, Septemb, 
$, 1664. a worthy inftrament in Goſpel Work : La» 
borious, Faithful, and Succeſsful above his Fellows 3 . 
taken away in the midſt of his Days ; the firſt Candle 
I bave heard of putout by God, among the many hun- 
dreds put under a Buſhel by Men, [An account of + 
his Holy Exemplary Life was Princed many Years af- 
ter, drawn up, I think, by Mr, Newcome.] 

Mr. Heath, late Miniſter of Fulians Church in Sa+ - 


1 lop, was buried May 28. 1656, He was of Chrift"s- - 
þ Colledge in Cambridge, where he was much valued for 
: his great Learning, eſpecially in the Oriental Tongues, 
[ in which he was one of the greateſt Malters of his 
- Age. He was employed to Correct the Syriac and 
$ Arabick of the Polyg/oe Bible, which was ſent down tg 
[ him in Sheets for that purpoſe, for which Biſhop #Fal- 
, ton gave bim a Copy. He read the Liturgy till duguft 
d 24. 1662, and then was Silenced, becauſe he could 
- not come up to the impoſed Terms of Conformity. 
M When the Five Mile At Commenced, March 25. 
% 1656. he removed to Helington, and there within a 
's few Weeks Dyed, and was Buried. When he lay ups 
5 on his Death bed, Mr. Lawrence asked him what Re- 
C flections he had upon bis Nonconformicy 3 Truly (faid 
h he) I would nat but have dine a I did for a Thouſand 
yo Worlds. He had great Confidence, that God would 
Cc provide for his Widow and Children, according 
Promiſe. [The Character Mr. Baxter gives of him 
oe Wh is, that he was mcderate, ſedate, quiet and Reli- 
a g10us. |, 


Much 
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Mach about the ſame time Mr. Tork dyed in $4- 
lop, a Holy good Man, and well approved in the Mi- 
niſtry, who waſted his own Candle in giving Light to 
others, even after he was remoyed out of the Candle- 
tick. Locd, Is thisthe meaning of Rev. 1 1. 12 concern- 
ing the Witneſſes. 

Mr. Thomas Porter, late Miniſter of Whitchurch, 
dyed at Salop in a good old Age, Fune 19, 1667. be 
was born in Ner#hampronſbire, bred in Cambridge; he 
was ſettled Minifter of Hanmer in Flintſhire, long be- 
fore the Wars, by the meansof Sir Fobn Hanmer, the 
Patron, who was a very worthy, pious Gentleman , 
and a great promoter of Religion mn that Pariſh (bur 
dyed in the midft of his days.) Here Mr. Porter's 
Miniſtry was bleſſed with wonderful acceprance and 
faccels, both in that and the Neighbouring Pariſhes ; 
and a great Harveſt of Souls was there gaihered in to 
Chriſt. After the Wars were over (during the Heart 
of which be was forced to withdraw) he procured 
Mr. Steel for Hanmer, and he removed to Whitchurch, 
where he continued an Inftrument of much good, rill 
the King came in, and then he gave way to Dr. Ber- 
nard, a worthy moderate Man. He preached his Fare- 
wel-Sermon at Whitchurch, Auguft 28.1660, on Col.1. 
24- and ſpent the reſt of his Days in Silence and 
Afﬀiition, He was exercis'd long with pain upon his 
Bed, and the multitude of his Bones with ftrong 

in: If this be done to the green Tree, what ſhall be 
ow the dry ? His dying Counſel to the Lord's 
People, was to flick to Chriſt, and not to let him go, 
come Life come Death. 

The wortby Colonel Thema Hunt dyed at his Houſe 
in Shrew:bury, April 12. 1669. a true Nathaniel, an Iſ- 
xaclite indeed, in whom was no Guile : One that like 
Caleb, followed the Lord fully in difficult trying rimes 5 

he 
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he was a Member of the long Parliament forShrewebury, - 
and very active for God in bis Generation, abound- 
ing in good Works, and bis Memory is bletſed, I 
was going to Shrew:bury upon an appointment of his, 
and by the way met the ſad news of his Death, which 
was ſudden, bur not (urprizing, to one that was al- 
ways ready. He was twice at publick Ordinances 
the day before, being Lord's day, worſhipped God 
with bis Family in the Evening, went to well as 
at other rimes ; barabour two or three « Clock in the 
Morning wak'd very ill, and before five fell aſleep 
in the Lord, Help, Lord, for the Godly Man 
ceaſeth. | 

Mr. George Mainwaring, a Faithful Miniſter of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and my worthy Friend, dyed in a good 
old Age, Mareb 14. 165*, gathered as a ſhock of 
Corn in bis Seaſon. He was born in FPrenbury Pariſh 
in Cheſbire, ſupported at the Univerſuy by Mr, Cot- 
ton of Cumbermere, where he had the Repucation of « 
good Scholar ; he was brought acquainted with the 
ways of Religion, by meansof Mr. Bucky bis Uncle, 
a ſtrict Parican, He was firſt Chaplain ro Sir Henry 
Deloes, afterwards Rector of Baddely, and Chaplain 
to Sir Thomas Mainwaring. After the Wars he was 
removed ro Malpas, whence he was ejected upon the 
King's coming in. His Converſation was exemplary, 
eſpecially for plainneſs and integrity ; be was eminent 
for expounding Scripture, While be was at Malpas, 
he conftamly gave all che Milk which bis Dairy yield 
ed on the Lord's day to the Poor. 

Mr. Jobn Adams of Northwood, was buried at Elle/- 


were, April 4. 1670, he was a faithful Miniſter of 
the Goſpel 


Mr. 
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Mr. Zechariah Thomas, my worthy Friend, dyed 


of a Conlumprion at Nantwich, September 14. 1670. 
in che forty firſt Year of bis Age. He was bred up 
for a Tradeſman in Suffolk, but always addicted to 
his Book, and was ordained a Miniſter after the King 
came in, and entertained Curate at Ti/ftock, under 
Dr. Bernard, but by reaſon of his Nonconformity 
could not continue there long. On the Monday before 
be Dyed, he ſaid co thole about him, that rowards Hed» 
weſday he ſhould take his leave of them, and did fo, 
He was Buried at Aion, Mr. Kirkes Vicar of Afton, 
Preached, and gave him a worthy Character (and ſuch 
as he deſerved) for Uprightneſs, Humility, Mode- 
ration, Prayer, Faithfulneſls in reproving, Pati- 
ence under Afﬀiction 5 and in ſaying he was an 
Iſfraelite indeed without Guile, he ſaid all. The 
Lord make me a Follower of him, and of all the reſt, 
who through Faith and Patience inherit the Pro- 
miles. 

Mer. Foſbhush Richardſon, my truly worthy Friend 
and Brother , dyed at Alkinton in Hhitchurch Parilh, 
September 1. 1671, Blefſed be God for bis Holy Life 
and Happy Death. He was ſeveral Years Mini- 
ſter of Middle in Shropſhire, and was turned our 
thence for Nonconformicy. He was a holy, lo- 
ving , ſerious Man. Dr. Fowler Preached his Fu- 
geral Sermon at Moitchurch, on Dan, 12. 3. bighly 
praifing bim (as be deſery'd) for Wiſdom, Piety and 
Peaceableneſs. 

Mr. Samue! Hilderſham dyed near Bromicham in 
April 1574. the only Son of Mr. Arthur Hilderſhim 
of ' Aſbby (whoſe works praiſe him in the Gates) Fel- 
low of Emanuel Colledge in Cambridze, Batchelor of 
Divinity, 1623. ſettled Recor of W:t-Felton in Shrop- 
ſhire, in the Year 1628, and continued there nil! Si- 

lenced 
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fenced by the Act of Uniformity. He was one of 
the Aſſembly of Divines ; a Father ro the Sons of the 
Prophets in and about Shropſhire, He was learned, 
loving, and charitable, an excellent Preacher, an e» 
minent Expoſitor, and very much a Gentleman ; he 
was about Fourſcore Years of Age when be Dyed, 
He ordered by bis Will this Inſcriprion upon his Grave- 
fione: Samuel Hilderſham, B. D. Reflor of Weſt» 
Felcon, in the County of Salop, 34 Tears til Auguſt 24. 
1662, 

Mr. Richard Sadler, my worthy Friend and Fellow 
Labourer, dyed at Fhixal in Prees Pariſh, April --— 
1675. He was born in HPreefter 5 went, when young, 
with his Father into New-Enpland ; after the Wars be 
returned into England ; was Oidained at FPb;xal Chap- 
pel, May 16. 16.48. and was removed thence ro Ludlow. 
Being rarned cur there upon the King's coming in , 
te (ſpent the reſt of his Days in Privacy at Wrex- 
al: A Man of great Piety and Moderation. 

Mr. Rowland Never dyed at his Houſe near Of- 
weſtry, December $. 1675. and was buried at Morton 
Chappel, I Preached his Funeral Sermon at Swinny, 
on 2 Pet. 1.14. Knowing that I muſt ſhortly pus off 
the my Tabernacle ; Thence ſhewing that the Mini» 
fters of Chriſt muft certainly and ſhortly dye. He was 
born in H:dnet Pariſh, Anno Dom. 1609. brought up 
at Shrew:bury School, was afterwards of Edwiund-Hab 
in Oxford, Commenced Maſter of Arts, in the Year 
1634. he was Epiſcopally Ordained ; and Anno 1635, 
He was preſented to the Vicaridge of Sranton in Shrop- 
ſhire, where he cominued many Years, with great 
Succeſs in his Miniſtry. While he was ſingle, he kepr 
Houſe, judging that more for the furtherance of his 
Work among his People, than- ro Table. Afr the 
War he remoyed to Oſweftry, where he [abourrd abun- 
dently 
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dantly in the work of the Lord ; and even after he 
was filenced for Nonconformity , he continued among 
his People there to bis dying Day, doing what be could, 
when he might not do what be would. He would ſay, 
he thought moſt of bis Converting Work was done at 
Oſweſtry, the firſt Seven Years of hisbeing there. He 
loved to Preach, and to hear others Preach concern- 
ing the great things of Religion, Redemption, Re- 
conciliation, Regeneration, c. for theſe (laid be) are 
the main matter. When the Plague was at Oſweftry, 
he continued with his People, and preached to 


chew, and it was an opportunicy of doing much 


od. 
. His Converſation from bis Youth was not only 
blameleſs, bat Holy and Pious ; he was exemplary 
for Family Religion, and great care and induſtty in 
the Education of bis Children. He was looked upon 
as Congregational in Jadgment and Practiſe, and was 
not ſatished to join in the Common Prayer ; but be 
was free to Communicate with choſe that did. Ir 
was his Judgment, that Miniſters ſhould be Ordain- 
ed by Miniſters ; and that a Miniſter is not.only a Mi- 
niſter of the particular Congregation in which be la- 
bours. He greatly bewailed the Divifions of the 
Church , and the intemperate Heats of ſome of all 
Perſwaſions, He was exceeding kind and loving to 
his Friends, very frequent in pious Ejaculations to: 
God. Being often diſtemper'd in Body he would 
ſay, be was never better than in the Pulpit, and thas 
it =as the beſt place be could wiſh to dye in, He often 
blefſed God for a. fit of Sickneſs which be had, which 
he ſaid , he would not have been without for a 
World, the Foundation of bis Comfort, and Hope of 
Heaven being laid then. When he was'ſomegynes 
much ſpent with. bis Labouss, be would appeal to 
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God, that ehough he might be wearied in bis Service, be 
would never be weary of it, His dying Prayer for bis 
Children (after many ſweet Exhortations) was, That 
the Mediator's Bleſſing might be the Portion of every one 
of them: adding, I charge you all, ſee to it, that you 
meet me on the right Hand of Chrift, at the great Day. 
A lintle before he Dyed he had this Expreſſion, Go 
forth (my Soul) go forth to meet thy God; adding by 
and by, It # now done ; Come Lord Feſus, come quickly. 
One preſent ſaying tro him, that he was now going 
to receive his Reward, he replied, It s free Grace. 
[ Mr. Henry was much importun'd to Pring his Sermon 
at Mr. Nevet's Funeral , with ſome account of his 
Life and Death, which be was ſomewhar iaclined ro 
do, bur was diſcouraged by the difficulties of the 
Times, and it was never done, Burt ſome Materials 
he bad for it, our of, which we have Collected theſe 
biats ] | 
Mr. Robert Fogg, my old dear Friend, was bu» 
ried at Aon near Nantwich, April 21. 1676. be dy- 
ed in a good old Age, about Eighty. He was Mini- 
ſter of Banger in Flintſhire, till after the King came 
in, and thence forward to bis Death, was a poor filent 
Nonconformiſt, but of a bold and zealous Spirit, gi- 
ving good Counſel to thoſe about him, A ltle before 
he dyed, he had this weighty ſayiog among athers, A/f- 
ſure your ſelves the Spirit of God will be underling to na 
$n. - ww 
[Mr. Andrew Parſons, ſometimes Miniſter of Hem, 
dyed at London, Ofober 1. 1684. He,was Born in 
Devonſhire, and was Miniſter there ſome Years before 
the War ; being driven thence to London, he became 
well known ro Mr, Pym, who (ſent him down tro Hem, 
when that Town was Garriſon'd for the Parliament ; 
there he continued in the Exerciſe of bis Miniſtry, 
ll 
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till the Year 1660, He was an active, friendly, gene- 
rous Man, and a moving, afteCting Preacher. Mr. Bax- 
ter in his Life, Part 3. Paze 94. commends bim for a 
moderate Man, and (peaks of his being in trouble, for 
ſeditious words Sworn againt him, which were thele : 
Preaching from 2 Tim. 3. 13. he ſaid, The Devil wa 
like a King that courted the Soul, and ſpoke fair till he 
was gotten into the Throne, and then play d pranks. The 
Witneſſes depoſed contrary to the Coherence of his 
Diſcourſe, that he (aid the King was like the Devil. 
He was tryed at Sbrewsbury b:ture my Lord Newport, 
Mr. Serjeant Turner and others, May 28. 1662. It 
was allo charged upon him, that he had laid, zhere 
was more Sin committed now in England in « Month, 
than was heretofore in ſeven Tears: And that there 
had been more and better Preaching in England for Twen- 
ty Tears paſt, then was ever fince the Apeſtles days. He 
had Council aſſigned bim, who pleaded that the time 
limited by the Stature, in which be was Jndired was 
Expired : The Court yielded it was fo, allowing 
Twenty eight Days ro a Month; but they would 
underſtand it of Thirty Days toa Month 3 fo he was 
found Guilty, and Fined Two hundred Pound ; 
and ordered to be Imprifoned till ir ſhould be 
aid. 
1 Mr. Hugh Rogers, a worthy Faithful Miniſter of 
Jeſus Chrift, turn'd our for Nonconformity from 
Newtozmn in Montgomery-ſhire, was buried at Welſh- 
pool, March 17. 1653. he was look'd upon as Con- 
gregational; bur Þis declared Judgment was, * That 
* Miniſters onght ro be Ordained by Miniſters, and 
* to give themſelves wholly ro that Work ; and that 
* none burMiniſters bave Authority to Preach and Go- 
* yvern in a Conftitured Church ; and that Chriſt's 
* Miniſters are his Miniſters in all places; and that 

* where 
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* where the word of Chriſt is Preached, and his Sa- 


craments adminiſtred, rhere isa true Charch. - He was 
a Man of Excelleat Converle, and whoſe peculi- 
ar felicity lay in pleaſant and edifying Dif 
courſe. 

Fuly 2d and 3d, 1680, theſe two days brought 
tidings of the Death of Mr. Haines, ſometime Mini- 
ſter of Wem in Shropſhire, and fince at New Chappel 
in Weſtminſter ; and of Mr. Richard Edwards Mini- 
{ter ar Oſweftry, both worthy Conformiſts, pious, peace- 
ableand good Men, whom I hope, through Grace to 
meet ſhortly in Heaven. The Lord raiſe up others in 
their room to be and do berter. 

Mr. Robert Bofier , my dear Friend and Kinf- 
man, having juſt compleared the Twenty third Year - 
of his Age dyed, of a Fever, September 13th 1680. 
at Mr. Doelitt/e's Houſe in I/limgtron, whither he was 
gone but a few Weeks before for Improvement in Learn- 
irg ; being formerly a Commoner of Edmund-Hal in 
Oxford ; and fince having ſpent ſome Years in my Fa- 
mily, and defigned himſelf for the Service of Chrift, 
in the Work of the Miniſtry. He was a young Man 
of Pregnant Parts, great Induſtry, and exemplary 
Seriouſneſs and Piety ; and likely ro be an eminent 
Inſtrument of good in his day. His Friends and Re- 
lations had promiſed themſelves much comfort in bim, 
but we know who performeth the thing that is appoint= 
ed for w, and giveth not account of any of bis Mat- 
ters. 

Mr. Fohn Malden, my dear and worthy Friend, 
tarned out from Newport in Shropſhire, for Nonconfor- 
mity, dyed at Alkington near Whitchurch, May 23d, 
1681, a Man of great Learning, an Excellent He- 
brician, and of exemplary Piety, and a folid Preach- 
er, 
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er; as he lived fo he dyed, very low in his own Eyes ; 
elteeming himſelf good for nothing, though really 
good for every thing , which was manifeſtly a 
prejudice, both to his Comfort, and to his Uſe- 
fulneſs. He ſaid, he was far from repemting his be- 
ing a Sufferer againſt Conformicy. The Relicks 
of ſo much Learning, Picty, and Humility , I 
have not (een this great while laid in a 
Grave : Bur bleſſed be God we bad fuch a one 
lo lung. 

Dr. Foſhnua Maddocks, a beloved Phyſician, onr ve- 
ry dear Friend and Kinſman, dyed of a Fever at 
Whitchurch, in the wmidit of his Days, Fuly 27, 
1682. a very pious Man, and eſpecially eminent 
for Meekneſs; an Excellent Scholar, and particu- 
larly learned in the Mathematicks : be lived much 
deſired, and dyed as much lamented. 

Mr. Thomas Bridge, who bad been Rector of the 
bigher Rectory of Malpas about fifty ſeven Years, be- 
ing aged abour eighty wwo Years, was buried at Mal- 
pa, Oftob. 7. 1682. In his laſt fickneſs, which was 
long, he bad appointed Mr. Green, one of the Carazes 
there, to preach bis Funeral Szrmon on 1 Tim. 1s. 16. 
Howbeit, for tha cauſe I obtained mercy, that in me firft, 
Feſus Chrift might ſhew forth a! long-ſuffering : And 10 
ſay nothing in his Commendation, bur to give a large 
Account of his Repentance upon bis Deatb-bed, &c. 
He was a taking popular Preacher, preaching oftes, 
and almoſt to the laſt. When old, be could read the 
ſmalleſt Print without Spectacles. 

Mr. William Cook, an aged, painful, faithful Mini- 
ſer of Jeſus Chriſt in Cheſter, finiſhed bis Courſe with 
Joy, Fuly 4. 1684, in the midſt of the cloudy and 
dark Day. {See Mr. Baxter's Character of bim in 

his 
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bis Life, Part 3. Pag. 98.] And an bonourable Ac» 
count given of him by Mr. Samuel Bold, of Steple in 
Dorſerſbire, in a large Preface to his Book of Man's 
great Duty], He waseminenr for great Induſtry, both 
m publick and private Work ; great ſelf-denial, mor- 
rification, and contempr of the World, and a ftrict ad- 
herence 10 bis Principles in all the Turns of the Times. 
[He was firſt Miniſter at Hroxal in Warwickſhire ; 
there be publiſhed rwo Treatiſes againſt the Jnabep- 
tiſts, From thence he was by the Advice of the Low- 
don Minitters, removed to 4ſkby in Leiceſterſhire, 
whence he was turn'd out for refuſing the Engagement, 
and afreward ſertled in Cheſter, where he was Miniſter 
of Michael Church, 'rill he was outed by the Act of 
Uniformity, He was an active Man for Sir George 
Booth,when he made that attempt to bring in the King, 
in 1659. for which he was brought up a Priſoner 10 
Lendon, and continued long in Confinement in Lam- 
beth-bouſe 3 and bad not the Times turned bad been 
tried tor his Life. During the Uſarpation, his fre- 
quent Prayer was ; That Ged would pull down all uſurped 
Power, and reſtore the Bamſhed to their Right. rer 
be was filenced by the Bartbolomew ACt, be continued 
to his Death, in a Paſtoral Relation to a Sociery of 
many worthy eminent Chriſtians in Cheſter; though 
during' tbe heat of the Five-mile AR, he was forced to 
withdraw to Puddimgton in Wirral, where (as in Che- 
fter, *ill King Charles's Indulgence) be conftantly ar- 
tended on the publick Miniſtry ; and he bimſelf prea- 
ched in the Intervals. He would ſay ſometimes to bis 
Friends, when he was in that Retirement, that he 
thought what little peace and quietneſi there was in thi 
Warld, God's People enjoyed it in their Corners. Soon 
afier ke was -falenced, he was committed to the com- 
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mon Goal of Cheſter for preaching in bis own Houle ; 
by the Mayor, as the Iottigation of the then Biſhop 
Hall, He was very indefatigable in bis miniſterial 
Labours, in which he never ſought the Aililtance of a- 
ny other Miniſter; though while be bad bberty, he 
coaſt kept a poblick Faſt in his Congregation eye- 
ry Month, as be did allo a private Faſt in bis own Clo- 
t and Family m_— He ufually fer apart 
one Afternoon every Week, to viſit the Families of 
bis Congregation, and to Catechiſe their Children and 
Servants, and diſcourſe with them perſonally abour 
their Souls ; his Viſits were ſhort and edifying (and 
he managed them as one that was a great Husband of 
bis Time) and he ſeldom or never parted without 
Prayer. He was not free to joyn in the Common-Prajer, 
and bore bis Teſtimony againit Prelacy and the Ceriins 
nies with ſomething of Zeal ; but his great Piety, In- 
tegrity, Mortificatien, and Charity, recommended bim 
ro the Reſpects even of many that differed from bim, 
If any ask'd his Advice to any thing which might draw 
Suffering upon them, he would: be very render, and 
defire them not to depend upon bis Judgment ; bur 
fince it was a matter of ſuffering, to be fully perſwaded 
in their own minds. He was a great Scholar, and a 
hard Student to the laſt ; and was far from entangling 
bimſelf in the Aﬀairs of this Life, not knowing ought 
he had, ſave the Bread that he did eat. In wodld! 
Matters be was not very converlable, bur in Diſcourſe 
of the things of God none more free and affable, or 
more ready ro do Good, He lived and died a great 
Example of firict and cloſe Walking with God, and « 
heavenly Converſation ; and bis Memory is very pre- 
cious with many. He died in the Seventy Thizd Year 
of his Age. When he lay on bis Death-bed, 9 pgs 
ie 
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Friend of bis asking bim if he had not Comfort in re» 
tection upon bis Labours in the Work of God, he pre» 
ſently replied, I beve nothing to boaft of. He was bu» 
ried in Michael's Church in Cheſter ; and though for 
ſome rime before be died, ſuch was the heat of the Per» 
ſeccution, that he durſt noc ſhew his Face in the Ciry, yer 
many conſiderable Perſons were very forward todo him 
Honour at bis Death, ] 

Mr. Fonathan Roberts of Slanvair in Denbighſhire, 
my dear and precious Friend, and a faithful Minitter 
of Chriſt, died at Mr. Titrw Thems's Houſe in Feft- 
Felton, and was buried there Sepe. 26, 1684. A true 
Nathanael, an Iſraelite indeed, for Plainneſs and Inte- 
grity 5 @ filent Sufferer for his Nonccnformity, for 
which he quitted a good Living in Denbighſkire. He 
was a learned Man, a Maſter of Arts of Oxfard ; he 
died with comfortin bis Nonconformiry, and with con» 
fdence of a return of Mercy in God's duetime. The 
Sammer before he died he bad been at Oxford, Cam- 
bridge, and Londen, where be heard and ſaw that which 
much confirmed hun in his Difſenc, 

Mr. Zechariah Cawdrey, Minitter of Bartemley in 
Cheſhire, a learned and godly Divine, was buried 
Decemb. 24. 1684. a Cantormiit, and formerly a great 
Sufferer for the King, bur in bis later Times much ma- 
ligned and reproached by fome People for his modera- 
tion towards Difſenters, for bis Book of Preparation for 
Martyrdom, and for his Zeal in keeping up the Month- 
ly Lectures at Nantwich and Tarvin. Bur be is gone 
10 the World of Peace, and Love, and everlaſting Prai- 
es, 

Mr. Titw Thomas, Miniſter of the Independent Con- 
pregation in $q/pp, was buried at Felton, Decemb. 10, 

686, He was. a wartby good Man, and notfoftrair 
laced 
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laced as ſome others; we were fix Nonconformiſt Mi- 
niſters there at the Funeral and the ſeventh dead y 
midſt of us, ſaying to us, Therefore be yo alſo tea- 
dy. 

Mr, Fohbn Cartwright, my wonby Friend and Bro- 
ther, a faichful Minilter of Jeſus Chriſt, was buried 
at Audlem in Cheſhire, Feb, 17, 168]. formecly Mini- 
ſter of Weift-Kzrby in Wirral, afterwards Chaplain to 
the pious Lady Wilbraham at Woodley. 

Mr. Edward Greg of Cheſter, a worthy Gentleman, 
and my dear Friend, died Fuly 9. 1689. of a Fever, 
in the midſt of his Days. He wasone that feared God 
above many, of a meek and quier Spirit, and eminent- I « 
ly active and ufeful in bis Generation, The Lord is I ; 
pulling our Earthen Props from under us,thac we might I « 
lean upen,and truſt in himſelf alone, and might learnto I p 
ceaſe from Man. | 

Mr. Daniel Benyon of Aſh, my dear Friend and  »; 
Kindſman, died Fane 25. 1690. a very ſerious pious 
Gentleman, and an I/rae/ite indeed, a truce Lover, and I C 
ready Benefactor to all good Men, eſpecially good Mi- IB P; 
niſters. He rold me a little before he died, God had I r« 
made uſe of me (though moſt unwortby) as an Inftru- I a 
ment of his Gvnverfion ; for which I bleſs his Holy B be 
Name. Hebad a long and lingering Sickneſs, which 
he bore with great Patience. for 

Mrs. Crew of Uthinton in Cheſhire, an aged Servant Wa | 
of the Lord, was buried Fuly 8. 1690, She kept her 
Integrity, and abounded in Works of Piery and Cha- 
rity ro the laſt, and finiſhed well; to God be 
Praiſe. 

Mrs. Hunt of Shrewsbury, the Relique of Colonel 
Hunt, another rare Pattern of acalous Piery, abound- 
ing Charity, and eminent Uſefulneſs in her oo. , 

niſhe 
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niſhed bg Courſe Ofober 23. 1690. afier wo days, 
Sicknels, 

The Reverend, and Learned, and Holy Mr. R&” 
chard Baxter, died at Londmm, December 8. 169T,% 
aged Seventy Six, and one Month ; as much vilined® 
by ſome, and magnified by others, as moſt Men thi 
ever were; bur ir is a ſmall thing to be judged of 
Man's Day. He was Buried at Chrift Church, Low» 
don, with grear Honour, 4a 

Mr. Fobn Word, my good Friend, died September © 
19. 1692. at Mitton in Shropſhire, aged about Seven-® 
ty 3 he was ſometime Fellow of Mo Callege in ,* 
Cambridge, where he was oured for oncontormity 3 © 
a learned Man, bur wanted the Faculty of Communij- 3 
cating ; one that feared God, and walked in his Inte- 
prity to the laſt; had no certain Dwelling-placz on 
Earth, but I truſt hath one in Heaven. Hic tandem 
requreſcit. 

Mr. Richard Steel, my old and dear Friend, and 
Companion in Tribulation, and in the Kingdom and 
Patience of Jeſus Chriſt, died at London, November 
16. 1692, in the Sixty Fourth Year of his Age 5, 
a Man that had been greatly uſeful in bis Generation, * 
borh in the Country and at London. = 

Mr, Thomas Gilbert, dicd at Oxford, Fuly r 5. 1594. 
formerly Miniſter of Edgmend in Shropſhire, aged $3. 
a learned good Man | 

Luke Lleyd, Elquire, of the Bryn in Hanmer Pariſh, 
my aged wortby Friend, finiſhed his Courſe with Joy, 
March 31. 1695. being Lord's Day. He was in the 
Eighty Seventh Year of his Age, and had been Marri- 
ed almoſt Sixty Nine Years to bis picus Wife (of rhe 
lame Age) who ſtill ſurvives bim. He was the Glory 
f cur little Congregation, the Top branch in all re- 
ſpects of our ſmall Vine, and my Friend - in- 
eed. N [When 


: 
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[When be made his Will, under the Sub{giption of 
his Name he wrote, Feb 19. 25, 26, 27. On which 
® Text of Scripture (I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
© "&c.) Mr. Henry,”at the Requeſt of ſome of his Rela- 
© - gions, preached a Sermon at the Licenſed Houſe near 


4 


” Hanmer, ome time after his Funeral ; in which Ser- 
* -mon, he bore a yery honourable Teſtimony 19. that 
& - wortby Gentleman, who [as be faith) went x0 Hea- 
© ven without a Blot, held faſt bis Integrity, and was 

” «lively and zealous in the Chriſtian Profeflion to the 
© end of bis Days, He was very Exemplary for his 
Love to the Ordinances of God, and bis Delight in 
attending on them, bis living upon Chriſt for Strength 
and Righteouſneſs, bis great Humility and Condeſcer- 
ding obliging Carriage in all bis Converſe, He was 
a Man of great Courage and Reſolution; and yet in 
Prayer, Tender and Self-abafing, to admiration, of- 
cen melting into Tears in the Confeſſion of Sin ; and 
his Charity and Moderation were known unto all 
Mes. 

'He lived and died a Pattern of Piery, and Primi- 
crive Chriſtianity, and till brought forth Fruit in Old 
Age ; his Vigour, both of Body aad Mind, being 
wonderfully preſerv'd to the laft ; and by rhe Grace 
of God be finiſhed well, and his Sun fer urider no 
Cloud. Such gaod Men are intended to be to us a 
the Star that led the wiſe Men ro Chriſt ; and as far 
.as they do fo, we are to follow them. Mark the per 
felt Man, and behold the upright, for the end of that 
Man's Peace. 

Mr. Samuel Taylor, an aged Miniſter of [ell 
Chriſt, and wy true Friend, and fellow Labourer 
died at Wem , June 26. 1695. He was turned out 
from Edſtaſton Chappel near Wem , by the Act of U 
niformiry 3 chooſing rather :o beg his Bread tha 
7) 
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to wrong his Conſcience, He continned in Fam. 
ever fince, and preached there .as bis Strength and 7 
Liberty would permit, He had his Houſe burnt in* 
the dreadful Fire that was there in” 1676. and had © 
a Child born that very Night. He was a Man of 
a'very tender Spirit, bumble and low in his owh' _ 
Eyes, of approved Integrity, and finiſhed well. 7 
fMr. Henry preached his Funeral Sermon at em, 
on 2 Cor. 4. 7. We have thu Treaſure in Eartben 
Veſſels], 

September 21. 1695. IT heard of the Death of 
Two boly, aged Bartholomew Witneſſes. Mr. Ri- © 
chard Mayo of 'L ondon, and Mr. Hettry Newcome 'of 
Mancheſter, Pal, 12. 1. 1 

Mr. Edward Lawrence of Londen, my dear and 
woriby Friend, and a faithful Minitter and Wu- 
nels of the Lord Jeſus, died Navernber---- 1695. 4* 
bout the Seventieth Year of bis Age ; born at Ms 3 
fton in Shropſhire, of Magdalen Colicge in Cambridge, 
wraed out from Baſchurch in Shropſhire, by the 4- | 
of Uniformiry, in 1662. was driven from #hi:- 
church by the violent Perſecution of the Conventicle 
AQ, in 1670, when he removed to London, and 
there ſpent the reſt of his Days. | 

He bad many Children, but great Afiction in 
ſome of them, which gave occatica ro his Book,” 
Entitnled, Parents Groans over their wicked Children. 
(It is a very bigh but juſt Character, which Mr, Vin- 
cent hath given of him in bis Sermon ar his Fune- - 
ral 3 of which, let me take leave ro add ſome few 
Inſtances thar occur ro us, which may be inſtra- -Z 
Cive, befiles thoſe which we have already menti- 
oned occafionally. Ar his Meals, be would often - 
ſpeak of uſing God's Creatures: a bu Witneſſes that 
he # good ; and we cannot conceive how much good - 
N 2 9' 
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Cour God doth every moment. An Exprefiion of his 
great regard to Juſtice, was that common Caution 
= he gave bis Children, Tremble ro borrow Tiwo- pence ; 
and of his Meckneſs and Tenderneſs this, Make no 


F- Man angry nor ſad. He vften ſaid, I adore the 
- Wiſdom of God, that he hath not ſeen meet to trutt 
>; 
! 


” me with Riches, When he ſaw little Children play- 

” ng io the Streets, be would often life up bis Heart 

* In an ejaculatory Prayer to God for them, calling 

> them the Seed of the next Generation, When his 

F Friend choſe to Ride the back-way into Town, be 
pleaſantly check'd him, telling him, that bis Hearr 
had been often refreſhed, when he hath look'd our 
at the Window, and ſzen 4 good Man go along the 
Streets, He us'd ro lay, That Cromwel did more 
real Prejudice to Religion by bis Hypocrifie, than 
King Charles the Second did, that never pretended 
to ir. As allo, that be feared the Sins of the Land 
more than the French. 

* A Friend of bis in the Country, writing to bim 
not long before he died, defired bis Thoughtyton- 
cerning the Differences among the London Diflen- 
ters, t9 which he rewrn'd this Anſwer: I can ſay 

E little concerning our Diviſiow, which, when ſome 

” mens Fudgments and Tempers are haal'd, will be alſo 

healed. But, When will that be? They that have 

moſt Holineſt are moit Peaceable, and have moft 


Comfort, 


M. ' S. 


PHILIPPUS HENRY, de Broad-Oak,in Comitatu Flint, A.M. 7 
Sacri Miniſter Eyangelii; Paſtor olim Worthenburienfis ; _* 
In Aula Regii natus piis & honeſtis Parentibus ; 
Scholz Weſtmonatſterient1s, indeq; Adis Chriſti Oxon, 
Alumnus Regius : 
Vir priſca Pietate & vere Chriſtiani, 
ſudicio ſubatto & limato, 

Memoria praſtanti, magno & farcundo Ingenio, 
Eruditione perpalita,ſummoAnimiCandore,MorumVenuſtate 
, Inprimis Spettabilis, & 1n Exemplum natus : l 
2 Cui Sacra ſemper ſua Fides aliorumque Fama ; 
Q Divini Numinis COT : 

1 Divini Verbi Interpr& exquilitifſimus ; 
4 Aliofum Aﬀettits movere non minus pollens, 
d Qu:m ſuis moderart : 

Concionando pariter ac Vivendo palam exhibens 
Chriſt Legem & Exemplar Chriſtum : 
Prudens perituſque rerum ; Lenis, Pacificus, Hoſpitals, 

Ad Pictatis omaja Charitatiſque officia uſque paratus 


n= Suits Jucundus ; Omnibus Humanus ; 
ay Continuis Evangelii Laboribus ſuccumbens Corpus, 
ne Nec tantz jam par amplias Anime, 


Iſo In Dormitorium hic juxta poſitum demitir, 
Jun. 24”, Anno Dom. M DC XCVI, Etatis LXV, 


Viro opt.multumque defiderato 
niQ&erens poluit Gener ejus }.T, MD. * 
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Books Printed for Tho. Parkhurſt; at che” 
Bible and Three Crowns, Cheaplide. 7 


A Body of practical Divinity, containing 196 Ser- 
mons on 'the Aſſemblies leſſer Catechiſm. By - 
The. Watſon, formerly Miniſter of St. Stevens Fats © 
brook, London. Fol. | 
Sernfons and Diſcourſes on ſeveral divine Subjects, 
by the late Reverend and Learn'd David Clarkſon, |B. D. . 
and ſometime fellow of .Clare-Hall Camb. Fol, 
Mr. Poel's Annotations upoh the Holy Bible, in two 
Vol. Fol. The third Edition, with an Addition of a 
Concordance, and Conremes to each Chapter, By Mn 
Sam, Clark, | 
Theological Diſcourſes in $ Letters and 3 Sermos, 
on the Sacred Trinity. Part ift. 470, Theological 7 
Diſcourſes and Sermons on ſeveral occaſions, Part 2d. 
4to. Both by Fobm Walls, D.D, Profeſſor of Geomerry 
in Oxford. | 
Mediccria : Or the middle way berween Proteſtang © 
and Papiſt, in a Paper of Juſtification. The 2d. Edie, 
with additions of a Letter to Mr. Wiliams, 4to, | 
Peaceable Diſquilicions in ſome Animadverfians on & 
Diſcourſe, writ again{t -Dr. Owen's Book of the Holy > 
Spirit, 4eo. , 
Pacification rouching the Doctrinal Diſſem araong ® 
our Unired Brethren, f 
The Righteouſneſs of God revealed in the Goſpel : 7 
Or, an impartial Enquiry into the Genuine Doctrine of 
Sr. Paul, in the great, but much controverted Article "3 
of Juſtification : To which are prefixed the Epiſtles 3 
of the - right Reverend the Biſhops of Worceſter, and. ® 
Cheſler, - Theſe four by Mr. Fobn Humfrey. mi Þ 
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Books Primed for Tho, Parkhurſt. 
F= The glorious Reward of faithful Miniſters declared 
and improved in a Sermon, upon occaſion of rhe Fa- 
*neral of thar excellent Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt Henry 
weomb, A.M. late Paſtor of a Congregation at Man» 
cheſter. By Fobn Chorlton. 4to. 
* A Funeral Sermon on the Death of that pious Gen- | 
tlewoman Mrs. Fudicth Hammond, late Wife of the Re- | 
yerend Mr. George Hammand, Miniſter of the Golpel 
in London, By Mr. Fobn Howe. 
* A Sermon Preached at St, Mildred Poultrey, Fan. 3d, 
1696, 7. by Jobm Lord Biſhop of Chicheſter, and late j 
” Rector of the ſaid Church, upon bis leaving the ſaid 
= Paiiſh. þ 
” The Fountain of Liſe opened : Or, adiſplay of 
Chriſt in his Eiſential and Mediatorial glory . contain» 2 
ing 42 Sermons on yarious Texis. 420, 
Poeumatalogia, or a Treatiſe of the Soul of man. 40. Þ} ;; 
” Both by Mr. Fobn Flavtel, late Miniſter of the Goſpel 
in Dartmouth. m 
> Diſcourſes upon the rich Man and Lazarw. By Tim. 
=. Cruſo, in 8v0. 'S 
The Swearers Doom : Or, « Diſcourſe ſerting forth I} F 
the great Gnfulne(s and danger of vain and raſh Swear- 
ing ; By John Reſt, A. M. Rector of Offwel and Gitti- Þf 6, 
ſham in Devon. Al 
Scripture Light about the Goſpel Ordinance of Bap- 8 
viſm, in a Leiter to ſome ſcrupulous Friends, by a fin- & G. 
cere lover of the Chriſtian Community, 1 2ves, of 
The Church Carechiſm evlarged and explained, in Yin } 
an caſie and familiar method ; with the Scripture YC;j 
Proofs annexed. 890, , 
The good and faithful Servant ſet forth, in a Sermon (he 
preached at Hatfield, Broad-Oak in Eſſex. Auguſt 2. ter 
the day before the Funeral of Mr.Zobn Warren, lome- 
Llme 
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time Miniſter of the Goſpel there, with a brief Ac* 3 
count of his Life and Character, By Henry Lukin, 

A Paraphraſe op the New Teſtament, with Notes, 
Doctrinal and Practical, firted for the uſe of Religious 
Families, in their daily reading of the Scriprures. By 
the late Reverend Mr. Richard Baxter, 2d Editiog 
Corrected, 8vo, 

Jehovah our Righreouſneſs: Or, the Juſtification, 
of Believers, by the Righteouſneſs of Chritt only, al- 
ſerred and applied in teveral Sermons ; By Sam. Tomlins 
A.M. and Miniſter of the Goſpel. 12ves. 

Prayers for the uſe of private Families, with Graces 
both before and after Mrar. £v0o. 

Rules and Motives to Holy Prayer. By Daniel Bur- 
geſs. Bvo. 

The Golden Souffers : Or Chriſtian Reprovers 
and Reformers Charatterjzed, cautioned and encoura» 
ged : a Sermon to the Socieries for Refor- 
mation of Manners in London, By D. Burgeſs. 12ves, 

Proofs of God's Being, and of the Scriptures Divine 
Original, with 2o Directions for the proficable reading 
of them. By D. Burgeſs. 12ves. 

A moſt familiar Explanation of the Aſſemblies ſhor- 
ter Catechiſm, Corrected and much amended, by Fof. 
Allein. 12ves. 

Spiritual Songs , or Songs of Praiſe ro Almighty 
God, upon ſeveral Occaſions ; rogetber with the Song 
of Songs which is So/omon's, firſt rarn'd,then Paraphras'd 
in Engliſh Verſe ; to which may be added Penicemial 
Cries. $vo, 

The Plalms of David in Metre, commonly called 
the Scors Plalms. Recommended by divers Mini» ® 
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at the Angel in the Poultrey. 


| ME Pool's Engliſh Annotations. Folio, 
The Life of the Reverend Mr, Richerd Bax- 
fer, Folia, 

My. Lorimer's Apology for the Miniſters, who Sub- 
ſcribed only unto the ſtating of the Truths and Errors 
i Mr. l.am's Book, in anſwer to My. Trail's Letter 
Toa Miniſter inthe Country, 40. 

An Anſwer of Mr. Giles Firmin to Mr. Grantham , 
about Infant Bapriſm. 4/0. 

Some Remarks upon two Anabaptiſts Pamphlets. 
By Giles Firmin, 440. # 

Mr. Firmin's Review of Richard Davis his Vindi- 
cation, 4to, 

Mr. Shower's Winzer Meditations : Or, a Sermon | 
concerning Frofts and Snow, and Winds, Ofc, and the 
wonders of God therein, 4to. 

Mr. Slater's Thankſgiving Sermon , Oftober 27ih 
1692, 40. | | 

— > His Sermons at the Funerals of Mr. Fobn Rev: 
nold;, and Mr.Fincher, Miniſters of the Goſpel, . 4:0. 

Dr. Burton's Diſcourſes of Purity, Charity, Repen-Wſ , 
\ *rance, and ſeeking firſt tbe Kingdom of God. Pub- ? 
* "Tithed with a Preface, by Dr.Fobn Tilorſon, late Archr 
biſhop of Canterbury. $vo, 

Remarks on a late Diſcourſe of #//liam Lord Br 

of Derry, concerning tbe Inventions of Men in 
the Worſhip of God. Alſo a Defence of the ſaid Remarks 
againſt bis Lordſhip's Admonition. By 7. Boyſe. 8 
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Books Printed for John Lawrence.” 
Biſhop Wilkmn's  Diſcoorfes of the Gifts of e 
and Preaching ; the latter muchenlarged. By.the Bi 
ſhop of Nerw:th and Bilbop 1/i/liams, Bus, "x 
Mr. Samuel Slater's Earneit Call to Family Religi- 
on; being the ſubſtance of 18 Sermons. $8v0, 
Mr. Addy's Stenographia : Or, the art of hore” 
Writing Compleated, in a far more compendious'way * 
than any yet extant, B8vo, be 
Fn The- London Diſpenſatory, reduced to the practiſe of 
the London Phy ficians ; Wherein are contained the Me» 
” | dicines both Galenical and Chymical, - that are now in 
5 uſe: Thoſe out of nſe omitted ; and thoſe in uſe, and: 
= BU not in the Latin Copy, here added. By Fohn Peachy” 
of tbe Colledge of Phyfitians in London. 1 2vex, 
A Sermon Preached at a pablick Ordiaation, ro a 
Countrey Congregation, By Mr. $, Clark, 4to, 
M, Cambridge Phreſes By A. Robinſon. $00, 
My. Hammond's Sermon at Mr. S:ee/'s Funeral, Sos, 
di- My. Shower's Dilcourſe of Tempring Chriſt. x 
--—— His Diſcourſe of Family Religion, in Three | 
Leners. ,12v02, 
the Mr. Daniel Burgeſs's Diſcourſe of the Death, Reft, 
Reſurrection, and bleſſed Portion of the Saints, 12ves, 
74 Mr. George Hammonds, and My. Matthew Barker's 
Diſcourſes of Family Worſhip. Written atthe Requeſt 
&"YÞ of the United Miniſters of London. 1200s, 
gn The Triomphs of Grace : Or the laſt words and 
x} edifying Death of the Lady Margaret de ls Muſſe, n 
'& Noble French Lady, aged but Sixteen Years, -in My, 
ol [68r. 12ves, 
| The Map of man's Miſery : Or the ; 
| BY Pocket Book, being a perpetual Almanack of $58 r 
al Meditations; containing many uſeful-Inftructic 
Meditations and Prayer, ©c, 12ves, - 
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Boooks Printed for John Lawrence. 
4 fan's whole Dary, and God's wonderful intreaty of 
mim therennto, By Mr. Daniel Burgeſs. 14ves. 

© Advice to Parents and Children, By My. Daniel 
geſs. 12ves, , | 
** Mr, Glibbon's Sermon of Juſtification. 40. 

Mr, Nathaniel Vincent's Funeral Sermon, Preached 


” Mr. Shower's Sermon on the Death of Mr, Nat. 
Oldfield, who departed December 31, 1696, $vo. 
The Dying Man's Ailiſtant : Or, ſhort Inſtructi- 
ons for thoſe who are concerned in the preparing of 
fick Perſons for Death. 1 2ves, 

Mr. Shower's Tbankſgiving Sermon, April 16th, 
1696, 4to. | 
* Mr. Samuel Clark's brief Concordarice to the whole 
Bible, of the moſt uſual and uſeful places, which one 
-may have occaſion to ſeek for. In a new Method. 

1 2ves. 
Mr. Stephen's Sermon before the Lord Mayor and 
Aldermen, at St. Mary le Bow, Fan. 30. 1693, 4to. 
-»— His Thapkſgiviog' Sermon, April 16, 1696, 
4to. 
My. Wodbous's Sermon, Preached to the Societies 
"for Reformation of Manners, at Salters-Ha/l. $90. 
- Sir Robert Howard's free Diſcourſe, wherein the Do- 
' Atrines that make for Tyranny are diſplayed 5 the Ti- 
"tle of our Rightful and Lawful King William vindica- 
ted 3 and the unreaſonableneſs and miſchievous ren- 
dency of the odious diſtinction of a King de fatto and 
ds jure, diſcovered, $00. 
Mr 2 Lorrimer's Anſwer to Mr. Goodwin's 40, 
! Mr, Calanys Diſcourſe of Vows, $00. 
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